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From Pastor Franko

Yves and Nirva Merger, along with
their daughter, Staphania, came to Bis-
marck as part of the Lutheran Social
Service Refugee Resettlement Pro-
gram. Within a year or two, along
came a son, Scottie — named after Chi-
cago Bulls basketball star, Scottie Pip-
pen. They were from Haiti and despite
the disparity of temperature were wel-
comed into our northern climes with
warm hearts and helping hands. We
got them settled in, helped them with
their English and found them work to
do, and in the process they became
dear friends. I taught Yves how to
drive and helped him keep his car run-
ning when old-man-winter wanted to
keep it idle.
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They had very little to live on with a
minimum wage income. I marveled
that as poor as they were in my esti-
mation, by Haitian standards they
were rich and were expected to regu-
larly send money back to their family.
The only family member lucky
enough to have a job in Haiti was
Yves’ father and he was robbed and
shot to death. The culprit was never
found. Nirva’s mother had cancer and
for her treatments cash, up front, was
required. On several occasions we
helped Yves and Nirva help their
families, but clearly the extreme scar-
city they knew in Haiti far exceeded
our best efforts to ease their poverty.

Continued on page 2

Worship & Music—Larry Finke

Worship Schedule for February

Saturdays

Sunday, Feb. 7

Simplified Classic Worship except Feb. 13

— Campus Ministry led

8:00 Classic Worship with River Ringers Handbells

10:30 Classic Worship with CLC Choir

Sunday, Feb. 14
Wednesday, Feb. 17
Sunday, Feb. 21

8:00 & 10:30 Campus Ministry
ASH WEDNESDAY 12:10, 5:30, 7:00
8:00 Classic Worship

10:30 Classic Worship with CLC Choir

Wednesday, Feb. 24
Sunday, Feb. 28
10:30 Legacy

6:30 Midweek Lenten Service
8:00 Classic Worship

Continued on page 4
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Pastor Franko, continued from page 1

Staphania, now, is attending community college; the
first in her family to get a higher education. Scottie is
in seventh grade playing basketball in the tradition of
his namesake. Yves and Nirva have bought a mobile
home of their own, no longer renting substandard
apartments. Things have turned out pretty well for
them. Their families in Haiti haven’t been so fortu-
nate. Nirva’s 32 year old sister didn’t survive the
quake but her little girl is okay. They had nothing be-
fore this latest disaster and now are fraught with death
and destruction. Before, the little money that Yves
and Nirva could send to their family was like trying to
fill a swimming pool one cup of water at a time; now,
the task of making a difference seems virtually impos-
sible.
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The only good that has come out of this is that the
earthquake has put Haiti in the limelight and is bring-
ing badly needed relief from around the world into
this impoverished country. Finally, the poorest of the
poor are getting a generous outpouring of compassion
and kindness from every corner of the globe. As sad
as these days are for Yves and Nirva at least they
don’t feel quite so alone in their fight against insur-
mountable odds.

My exposure to third world countries has taught me
one very important lesson. As overwhelming as things
seem sometimes it is unbelievable how big a differ-
ence small acts of charity can make. Yves and Nirva
know this; that’s why they keep doing what little they
can.

Notice

To: Root River Conference Congregations
From: Ben Ekern, Secretary
Re: Root River Conference Assembly

The 2010 Root River Conference Assembly will be held on Sunday, February 14, 2010 at Cross of
Christ Lutheran Church in Houston. Address: 202 E. Chase Street. Directions: South off Hwy. 16 on
Chase St. just west of Valley View Nursing Home. Fellowship will begin at 1:30 p.m. with a program
at 2 p.m. and the business meeting to follow.

The business meeting agenda will include: Election of the 2011 Churchwide Assembly voting mem-
bers. One lay male, two lay female, and two clergy members will be elected to represent the confer-
ence which will be held in Florida in 2011. Nominees shall fill out and submit the enclosed nomina-
tion form to be included on the ballot. The form is also available at: http://www.semnsynod.org/
assembly/2010/nominationform.pdf. Nominations are due by February 7, 2010 to the address listed
below. Election of a Dean and Secretary of the Conference, each for a two-year term, will be
elected. Nominations can be submitted from the floor for all open positions. Reports from the treas-
urer, Dean, Synod, and Good Earth Village will all be included in the business portion of the meet-
ing. The conference budget will also be approved.

Each congregation shall be represented by its pastor(s), Associates in Ministry, and three times the
number of lay voting members it is entitled to at the Synod Assembly.

Ben Ekern

bekern@acegroup.cc
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2010 MIDWEEK LENTEN SERIESO Take t his cupébéd

In my office stands a picture of Jesus at the Garden of Gethsemane. It is a classic picture done mo
tones of grey. Every time | look atit| can hear Jesus prayindaer , [ f it [ S poSsSSs
yet, not my wi-lLuke2Z2:i4Ahisprayer; ppayet ;n sugdhvangaishdhat his sweat becar
droplets of blood falling to the ground, is a prayer of devotion that refuses to stop short of complete ¢
to the will of God. It is, | ikewise, a pray
the cost. Itis the metaphor he uses, however, that | will focus on during our Lenten journey; the mef
t he cup. For the o0cup6é he is talking about |
2/24 ~ the cup of life, 3/3 ~ the cup of thanksgiving, 3/10 ~ the cup of mercy,

3/17 ~ the cup of compassion, 3/24 ~ and the cup of sacrifice.

Our Wednesday Lenten Services are at 12:10 and 6:30 pm.

During the Lenten weeks between Ash Wednesday and Holy Week | will offer some thoughts on eac
themes in worship. | also invite you to bring your favorite cup and to sit down with others over some
or hot chocolate, to spend thirty minutes or so in conversation and prayer following worship. (Guide:

provided for your time together if you would like them.

Rev. Jeffrey A. FranRirecting Pastor

ASH WEDNESDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE

HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE

Feb. 17, 2010
12:10 + 530 + 7:00 Wed/Mar. 31- Service of Shalom, 7:00

Thurs/Apr. 1- Maundy Thurs., 12:10 & 700

Fri/Apr. 2- Good Fri., 7:00

g to de-

The FEAST will continue to serve during Leﬁﬂ
s ggt/Apr. 3 Easter Vigil, 7:00

Our youth will be serving and the proceeds will

fray their mission trips and summer camping

Easter Services, Aprib480, 8:00, 9:15,
and 10:30.

+ + +

A soup and sandwich lunch will also be served g

ee __
from 11:15 12:00. )c(lg{/er Igreakfast served fror1U:BD.
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Memorials

UNDESI GNATEDE
I n Memory of
Given by Bill & Judy Davis

TV BROADCAST/ VI
In Memory of Wesley W. Eckblad
Given by Margaret B. Eckblad

In Memory of Kenneth Tepe
Given by Margaret B. Eckblad

RADI O MI NI STRYEé
In Memory of Ken Tepe
Given by Richard & Helen Keiper, Marilyn Hansen

Paul ette

DEO FUNDE

PRAYER SHAWL MI
In Memory of Thelma Westcott
Given by Jill & Martin Fender, Don & Nancy Schneider

NI STRYE@
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QUI LTERSEé

H u glg Memury of Kileen &Robelt remain

Given by Margaret B. Eckblad

YOUTH FUNDE
In Memory of Joyce M. Eckblad
Given by Margaret B. Eckblad

SENI OR CHOI Ré
I n Memory of
Given by Bill & Judy Davis

Gifts

TV BROADCAST/VIDEO FUND
Given by Ethel Knapik

Clifford

Music Notes from Larry Finke Continued from page 1

Upcoming Special Event in April

Dave Horn, a Lutheran pastor and troubadour, will be
here Sunday, April 25. Dave has been a pastor since
1986, and since 2000, a full-time traveling evangelist/
fingerstyle guitarist/singer/songwriter presenting the
Gospel through both traditional and original Scriptural
songs in churches and schools, at regular worship ser-
vices (traditional or contemporary), in concert, at
school assemblies and chapels, house concerts, and
banquets. Dave will participate in worship that day as
well as give a musical presentation in Grace Hall be-
tween the services for all ages. Dave is a master musi-
cian/singer who presents the gospel of Christ in a
clear, powerful, and winsome manner. Plan to be
there. You’ll be glad you did!

Question-of-the-month for the Director of Music
and Worship

Q: How are you feeling?

A: First, thank you for all the prayers, cards, and per-

sonal comments after my accident on Sunday morn-
ing, January 10. I was pulling my garage door shut
before coming to church when the rope I was pulling
broke, causing me to fall backwards. I received a frac-
tured skull and a concussion, subsequently spending
three days in the hospital. I am gradually improving,
and am trying to obey the doctor’s order to “take it
easy” for awhile. My son, Chris, kids me that I now
have several things in common with Kurt Warner, the
quarterback of the Phoenix Cardinals: we have both
had 1) a concussion, 2) six kids, 3) a minivan, and 4)
neither one of us will be playing in the Super Bowl
this year!

Even when, especially when, trouble comes, God is
good. Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good; His
mercy endures forever.

If you have a question for the Worship and Music Di-
rector, e-mail it to clemusic@hbci.com or call 452-
5156 extension 124.

0SKki

(@))


mailto:clcmusic@hbci.com

Central Lutheran Church Council Minutes

All members of the council were present, Larry Laber, Ed
Berkley, Judy Davis, Bob Quinlan, Julie Palubicki, Sue
Cooper, Pastor Franko, Pastor Rem and Pastor Olson.

Judy led devotions and Sue led the discussion on the 4™
Chapter of the book Missional Renaissance.

In response to this reading the council brainstormed ideas
the congregation could become more missional in prayer,
people, time and calendar, facilities, and technology. Mem-
bers agreed that the many intentional efforts that are being
made should be celebrated on a regular basis.

The minutes and treasurer’s reports were approved. Year
to end of December showed a deficit of $42,105. Bob sug-
gested the council carefully monitor the budget month by
month as they have done during 2009. Judy Davis volun-
teered to continue to take minutes before a new secretary
could be elected at the February meeting.

The budget for the coming year was accepted after much
discussion on the prospects of recovery in the economy and
the cuts that have been made for the coming fiscal year.

A committee will be formed to look at “undesignated
funds”, the decrease in synod dues, and the use of any re-
serves. Members reinforced the importance of attendance
at the annual meeting so that congregational members will
know and understand the challenges ahead for the Council.

Members also felt it would be important that a record of
weekly income and attendance be recorded in the weekly
worship bulletins.

Judy suggested that all communication to congregational
members avoid acronyms or abbreviations of programs.
She feels that this will be helpful in having the congrega-
tion know and understand more about scheduled activities.

Julie reported on the invitations to members to join the
Acts 2 groups. The council completed their first year of
Bible studies and now is expanding these groups for the
coming year. Members have been encouraged to join
council members and dates and times are now being ar-
ranged.

The council has completed the first year of church govern-

ance whereby the council is formed around a progression of

positions and responsibilities. The council will invite a
member to fill the secretarial position for the coming year.
This person then will move into president elect and presi-
dent for the following years of service.

The agenda of the congregational meeting on January 31*
will be finalized by Pastor Franko and President Berkley.

0 January 12, 2010

Pastor Jef f Frankoos

I would like to do the installation of the 2010 church coun-
cil on Sunday, 1/31, at the 10:30 service. As this is the day
of our semi-annual meeting, all should be in attendance.
Reports to be printed in the annual report are due into Con-
nie on Tues., 1/19.

We gave Bibles to 11 third graders this past weekend.

We are having our premarital retreat this coming weekend
along with Faith Lutheran. We expect 6 couples to attend.
Lent starts Feb 17. Hard to believe

Pastor Mi chell e Remb

Outreach and Communications — see report. Next meeting
February 4 at 5:30 pm.

Adult Education — Topics: January 17, NOOMA series,
“Today”; January 24, Celebrating Open Communion be-
tween the United Methodist Church and the ELCA; Janu-
ary 31, NOOMA series “Whirlwind”; February 7,
“Bullhorn”. (see posters, newsletters and bulletins for de-
tails). NOOMA is the name of the study that is being used
during Adult Education.

The Legacy group will lead worship on January 24™ and
will be trying two new songs.

Bridge worship will continue to meet every other week.
Currently we have music, Bible readings and discussion
and prayers. February dates include: February 7 and 21 at
6:00 pm

With Pastors Franko and Olson will I help teach the pre-
marriage retreat scheduled for January 16 — 17, 2010.

Pastor Scott Ol sonos

Reminder: January 23-24, during the Week of Prayer for
Christian Unity, Pr. David McBride of Central United
Methodist Church will be preaching at CLC as well as
leading an adult forum on the distinctive nature of the UM
Church. Pr. Franko will be doing the same at Central
UMC.
Continuing to work with Stewardship on bolstering our
team, facilitating the Salt Talks, and doing preparatory
work on the spring campaign.
Assembling a task force to assess the Wednesday Night
Workshop (Confirmation) program. Most people are in
place but I need a couple more. We’ll have our first meet-
ing soon and plan to finish by summer time.
Working with the Poverty Roundtable Leadership and the
Winona Ministerium on getting the Fresh Start program up
Continued on page 6
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Council Minutes continued from page 4

and running (transition housing and programming for
newly released male inmates

Steve Eversonodés Outreach
Ministry Spotlight: Members of Outreach and Communica-
tions met with Darlene Paulson and Larry Laber from the
Stewardship committee.

The purpose of the joint meeting was to discuss having
ministry spotlights to highlight groups at Central Lutheran
that are doing God’s work, often behind the scenes.

This will be done through various media. Posters will be
made that have a picture of a member of the group and also
a picture of the group in action. The person featured will be
quoted on how God is blessing them through this group and
if it is meaningful. Bruce will work on a design and Steve
will get them printed. We will also get some pictures up on
the display screen and submit information for the web site
and bulletin.

We decided to focus first on the “Acts 2:42”, bible study
groups. Julie reported there is a need to get people more
informed about these small group activities. There is a
group meeting Jan. 17" and we can get some pictures at
this time.

“Legacy” would be our next spotlight followed by funeral
workers. Youth summer mission trips would be a good
future item.

Bruce will e-mail a list of other ministry groups.

Pastor Rem shared the updated proposed bulletin designs
we have been looking at. Everyone in attendance felt that
they are worth pursuing and would be a positive change.
They are larger and contain more information on the wor-
ship service, events at CLC and visitor information.

Allen Page has declined being a guest speaker. We will
continue to look for other speakers.

Téng)atmwoqthts écgﬁfr ulgs folr the picture direc-

tory are August an ewil 1 need helpers for this
project. Pastor Rem will ask for volunteers in an upcoming
bulletin.

Susan Cooper El der 6s

1,279 pounds of food were collected for Winona Volunteer
Services in 2009. Pastor Franko has challenged the congre-
gation to collect 2010 pounds in 2010.

The Red Cross Blood drive on January 12, 2010 exceeded

the goal of 55 donors giving blood, with 62 donors contrib-
uting. The homemade soup and desserts were much appre-
ciated by the donors.

The February Change for Change collection will benefit
Lutheran Campus Ministries.

A Habitat work day will be held Saturday, February 20,
2010 from 9:00 A.M. to 3:00 P.M. at the Ridgeway house.
The work will be done inside the house. Arlyn Picken will
be recruiting workers.

The Social Concerns Committee will again assist with the
Lenten lunches each Wednesday from February 17, 2010 to
March 24, 2010, by setting up, serving and cleaning up af-
ter the meal.

The ELCA Global Missions Division is holding a Global
Mission Gathering April 23-24, 2010 in Eau Claire, Wis-
consin. The cost to attend is $35. More information will be
forthcoming.

Next meeting will be February 4th at 5:30.

Ministerial Acts

Baptisms:
12/13/2009  Sophia Faith, daughter of

Jason and Katherine Miller
Weddings:
1/16/2010 Pamela Gordon and Barrett Nelson
1/30/2010 Nikki Stene and Brian Tuve
Funerals:
12/30/2009  Sharon A. Flesch
12/31/2009  Judy M. Schlawin

Report

Year to Date:

Offerings: $36,371.
Offering needed for budget year to date:  $53,900.
Average Attendance year to date: 347
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Wholeness, Healing, and Faith Formation

here Wednesday Night Workshop:
We CLCOs Catechism Prog
Leading to Confirmation

6:30-8:00 pm

Wed. Feb. 3, Lesson Night: Lord’s Prayer: Kingdom Come — Pr. Olson leads

Wed., Feb. 10, Lesson Night: Lord’s Prayer: Forgive — Jake Wagner leads

Wed. Feb. 17, Ash Wednesday T Lent begins with Ash Wednesday services at 5:30 pm and 7:00 pm
this night only. Worship as a small group other Wednesday nights during Lent at 6:30 pm. Do at least
one Fellowship/Servant Event together as a small group.

St ewar & 3dpilrgm bist*

*With apologies to David Letterman, and thanks to Stewardship Consultant John Rehl.

Each month for the remainder of this year the These guiding principles are applicable to both
Stewardship Team will highlight one of the our personal lives as followers of a generous
“Top Ten” principles that guide its mission to God and our life together as a people of God.
help us grow in our generosity. This month we highlight:

#1071 Our Generosity is a Good Thing

As being made in the image of a generous God Furthermore, we aren’t being faithful to God’s
we are created to be generous as well. We do call if we don’t help each other find

not live as God intends if we limit our opportunities to be generous and grow in that
generosity. generosity.

The Feast

All are invited to enjoy a delicious home -made meal every Wednesday evening from 5:00 i
6:15 at CENTRAL LUTHERAN CHURCH, corner of Huff & Wabasha Sts., Winona.

February 3: Hamburger Stroganoff on Noodles, Green Beans Almandine, Dinner Rolls, Angel Food
Cake with Strawberries

February 10: Sliced Ham, Cheesy Potatoes, Lettuce Salad, French Bread, Valentine Cookies

February 17: Mac and Cheese, Vegetable Medley, Home-made Bread, Cup Cakes

February 24: Ham and Potato Chowder, Lettuce Salad with Dried Fruit, Assorted Breads, Sherbet
and Cookies

Milk, juice & coffee served at each meal.
The FeasStvhere the food is always home-made,

the price is whatever you can afford,
and the hospitality is warm & welcoming.
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As I’'m writing this, most of us have been glued to our
television sets watching the rescue efforts in Haiti.
You know what happened and from the very intense
news coverage, you have learned a lot about Haiti that
you may not have known before. Some of you have
even sent donations to some relief organization. But
you were already there before the earthquake even
happened.

The ELCA, through the Lutheran World Federation,
was already responding to critical needs of survivors
the day after the earthquake. LWF is a global com-
munion of 140 member churches in 279 countries.
LWF maintains offices and staff on the island which
were spared making it possible for work to begin im-
mediately. Staff there focused their immediate efforts
on issues of water safety and sanitation, assisting with
medical triage, and providing emergency sheltering
for the many who are now homeless. The ELCA has
long-standing relationships in Haiti through several
organizations and the Lutheran Church in Haiti.

As of January 15, ELCA Disaster Response has au-
thorized $250,000 for immediate relief assistance,
with the possibility of an additional $500,000 as the
scope of this disaster continues to become clear.
ELCA Disaster Response is known for its long-term
healing presence after natural and human-caused dis-
asters. Lutheran World Relief (LWR) has initially
committed $1 million to the relief effort and will re-
evaluate that commitment as new reports emerge.

Hai ti &€ You
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'IY 0 h%e ?eelethere from the beginning but there is

still more you can do.

PRAY for the people of Haiti and workers who are
helping with rescue and restoration

STUDY AND SHARE Learn about Haiti and
other parts of the world. There are a number
of websites that you can monitor to keep in-
formed about the work in Haiti.

GIVE gifts to ELCA Disaster Response to provide
immediate and effective support to communi-
ties in need. Use the Lutheran Disaster Re-
sponse envelope in your offering envelope
box. Note Haiti Earthquake on your check.

Or send your check or money order to ELCA
Disaster Response, PO Box 71764, Chicago,
IL 60694-1764.

One Facebook entry said “Those who are disen-
chanted with the ELCA need to see what we do
around the world in such situations. I’'m very proud of
our church and those who serve in disaster response
ministry. We make a huge difference.” Yes, the ELCA
does make a huge difference. We are all there through
our ELCA connections.

--submitted by
Sharon Barnes
St. Olaf ELCA, Austin

Blood Drive:

It was a tremendous success. We exceeded our goal of 55 by 7. Actual was 62.
A big thank you to all of those who donated blood, food, or worked.
It was great day. A representative from St. Paul called and said, "you folks know

how to throw a party!".

HABITAT WORK DAY=February 20th will be a day to help at Ridgeway.

Contact Arlyn Picken, 474-6049, for construction jobs
and Bev Spande, 452-6411, if you can help with food.




Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
31 1 2 | 7:00 Communion 6: 45 Men?d 5 6
8:00 Worship 9:00 Staff/Quilter:
9:00 Coffee/Nurse
9:15 SSchool/Basi
10:30 Worship/Nur|
Radio Broadcal 5:00 The Feast 2:00 Martha, Lois, P
11:30 Chili Cook O 5:30 RRingers Han( Deborah Circles
Annual Meetin 5:30 Girl Scouts 6:00 Adult Choir 3:00 Lutheran Wom
7:00 CLCW Mtg. 6:30 WNW Today
8:00 Club 5:30 Outreach & Co
6:00 Divorce Care
5:30 Worship
7 8 9 7:00 Communion 6: 45 Menbd 12 13
8:00 Worship 9:30 Prayer Chai 9:00 Staff/Quilter
9:00 Coffee/Nurse
9:15 SSchool/Basi 10:30 LW Manor C¢
10:30 Worship/Nu Noon Social Concer
Radio Broadcal 4:00 Girl Scouts 3:30 Aschenbrenger/
5:00 The Feast Fedor Wedding
5:00 Worship & N 5:30 RRingers Han
6:00 Bridge 8:00 Club 6:00 Adult Choir 5:30 Girl Scouts
6:30 Brownies 6:30 WNW 5:30 Worship
14 15 16 | 7:00 Communion 6: 45 Men?d 19 20
8:00 Worship 9:00 Staff/Quilter 8:30 Girl Scout Tfaining
9:00 Coffee/Nurse 11:15 Lenten Lunch
9:15 SSchool/Basi 12:10 Ash Wed. W¢
10:30 Worship/Nu 1:00 Esther Circle
Radio Broadca
5:30 Girl Scouts | 4:00 Girl Scouts
5:30 CLC Counci 5:00 The Feast
6:00 Divorce Care 5:30 Ash Wed. Wo 5:30 Worship
8:00 Club 7:00 Ash Wed. Wo
21 22 23 | 7:00 Communion 6: 45 Men?d 26 27
8:00 Worship 9:30 Prayer Chai 9:00 Staff/Quilter;
9:00 Coffee/Nurse 11:15 Lenten Lunch
9:15 SSchool/Basi 12:10 Lenten Wors
10:30 Worship/Nur
Radio Broadca 5:00 The Feast
11:30 WSU Habita 5:30 RRingers Han
Chili Supper 6:30 Brownies 6:30 Lenten Worshi| 5:30 Girl Scouts 5:30 Worship
8:00 Club 7:00 Sons of Nor| 7:00 Adult Choir
6:00 Bridge
28
8:00 Worship

9:00 Coffee/Nurse
9:15 SSchool/Basi
10:30 Worship/Nur

Radio Broadca

6:00 Divorce Care

February 2010

: Weekly TV Broadcast
; Mon. 7:00 pm Charter Channel 6
1 Wed. 5:00 pm HBCI Channel 20

Central Lutheran Church
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Winona, MN 55987
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Fax: 452-0863

E-mail: centluth@hbci.com

web site: centrallutheranchurch.org
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ASH WEDNESDAY WORSHIP SCHEDU
Feb. 17, 2010
12:10 + 530 + 7:00
LENTEN SERVICES
Wednesdays, FebruaryN2drch 24
6:30 pm

| E

HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE

Wed/Mar. 31- Service of Shalom, 7:00
Thurs/Apr. 1- Maundy Thurs., 12:10 & 7:
Fri/Apr. 2- Good Fri., 7:00

Sat/Apr. 3 Easter Vigil, 7:00

Our youth will be serving and the proceeds will
fray their mission trips and summer camping

+ + +

A soup and sandwich lunch will also be served ¢
from 11:15 12:00.

The FEAST will continue to serve during Leﬁ

Ul Easter Services, Apri680, 8:00, 9:15,
@ to de- and 10:30.

:‘Nﬁtﬁster Breakfast served frori(:Bb.

DO

very week
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