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Vision Statement:

“We are the salt of the earth

and the light of the world.”

Mission Statement:

“Faithful people proclaiming
the gift of God’s grace to the

world.”

Core Values:

Centering on Christ...
believing that Jesus is
Lord

Education...transforming
lives through the living
Word

Nurturing...caring for the
needs of all people

Thoughtful...seeking the
truth of scripture in a
thoughtful way

Responsive... putting our
faith into action

Acceptance...welcoming

everyone

Light...offering exactly

From Pastor Franko

In a few days Pam and I will be cele-
brating our 40" wedding anniversary.
We were both 20 years old when we
tied the knot so we have been married
for two-thirds of our life-time. Ican’t
possibly imagine any more what life
would be like without Pam sharing it
with me. Also, I can’t possibly com-
prehend how much our love for each
other has changed and grown since we
said our “I dos” before Reverend Fried
at St. Paul’s UCC Church outside of
Wells, Minn. that cold, snow drenched
day in 1970.

I didn’t think so at the time but we
were just kids when we married,
(Shockingly, the pictures don’t lie!),
and we faced some pretty stiff odds to
have things work out for us as well as
they have. All I can say is that we
have been one of the lucky ones to
discover so many of the joys and
blessings God intends for couples
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when they get married. And I truly
mean that — we’ve been very lucky!

There was a time when [ would have
taken much more credit for our marital
success; noting our skill at communi-
cating, our aptitude for fighting fair,
our determination to work at our rela-
tionship and our capacity to forgive
each other. But the truth is that we’ve
probably been no more competent at
the game of marriage than most.
Maybe the only thing that we can take
credit for is the fact that we have
somehow kept ourselves from shatter-
ing the trust undergirding our faithful-
ness to each other and that’s what has
kept us going.

I was giving a hard time to Amanda,
one of our college students, who was
putting in some volunteer hours at our
office. She’s got a serious boy friend
and happened to

Continued on Page 2

what the dark world

needs
Goals: Worship & Music—Larry Finke
~Empowering Leadership January 2010 Worship Schedule:

~Gift-oriented Ministry
~Passionate Spirituality
~Functional Structures
~Inspiring Worship
~Holistic Small Groups
~Need-oriented Evangelism
~Loving Relationships

Jan. 3 - Classic worship at 8:00 and 10:30
January 10 - 8:00 - Classic; 10:30 - Salterior Votive

Januaty 17 - Classic wroship at 8:00 and 10:30; CLC Choir at 10:30
January 24 - Pastor from Central Methodist preaching; 8:00 - CLC Choir,

10:30 - Legacy

January 31 - 8:00 Classic; 10:30 - Bluegrass
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Pastor Franko, continued from page 1

be invited to his family’s home for Thanksgiving —
the first time. Needless to say, I had hit teasing pay
dirt! Perhaps as a defense mechanism more than any-
thing else, Amanda turned the tables and put the at-
tention back on me, asking how Pam and I had met
and how it was that we fell in love. And for a few
minutes [ had a chance to tell her our love story and to
remember the circumstances God arranged for our
lives to come together. I was glad she asked and de-
lighted to tell her my version of our courtship. But
most of all, I was hopeful that a little bit of the pure
happiness love has brought to me would one day rub
off on her.

What a joy it was to tell the story again after having
been left too long on the shelf of my memory gather-
ing dust. And I realized in the telling, that stories of
love are powerful things; and the greater the love, the
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greater the power. Of course, the story Pam and [
share is nothing compared to the greatest love story of
them all featuring the love God has for our world and
the height, depth, length, and breadth, his love goes to
reach out for you and me in Jesus Christ. But here’s
the thing, it is that little taste of love we get from
those who love us the most that we are granted a fore-
taste of the love waiting to claim us for all eternity.

If we can’t see this connection between the love we
are lucky enough to find with another and the love we
find in God, then we have missed the most important
truth God has to teach us. The writer of 1 John put it
so beautifully: “Beloved, let us love one another, be-
cause love is from God; everyone who loves is born
of God and knows God. Whoever does not love does
not know God, for God is love.” (Chapter 4, verses 7
& 8.)

Memorials
UNDESIGNATED...

In Memory of Merle Rendahl

Given by Geraldine Williams

In Memory of Ken Tepe

Given by Janet Johnson, Arnold & Alanna Fenske
In Memory of Thelma Westcott

Given by Vic & Bonnie Bertel

EMERGENCY FUND ...

In Memory of Don & Evelyn Reimer
Given by Diane Amendt Schulman

RADIO MINISTRY...

In Honor of Ethel Knapik
Given by Judy & Doug Stevens

In Memory of Ken Tepe

Given by Louanne Schwarz, Marvin & Beretta Gun-
derson, Dorothy Sanders, Vic & Bonnie Bertel,
Thomas Hoban, Sam & Phyllis Morken, Gaylord &
Diane Thormodsgard, Eileen Amundson, Janice
Neitzke
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YOUTH FUND ...

In Memory of Betty Lou Baylon
Given by Richard Baylon

HAND BELLS ...

In Memory of Ken Tepe
Given by Richard & Carol Kramer

MUSIC DEPARTMENT ...

In Memory of Bernice Oian
Given by Beverly Spande

In Memory of Ken Tepe
Given by Joan Jackels
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Funerals:

11-27-2009 Kenneth Tepe

Baptisms:

11-28-2009 Thomas Lund, son of Matthew and Heather Edin

12-06-2009 Aiden Marcus, Ava Olivia and Spencer Oliver children of Troy and James Shelton
12-06-2009 Brady Allen, son of Benjamin and Jennifer Krage

Central Lutheran Church Council Minutes—December 15, 2009

Members Present:

Jeff Franko, Michelle Rem, Sue Cooper, Larry Laber,
Julie Palubicki, Bob Quinlan, Scott Olson, and Judy Davis

Sue led devotions and Larry led the discussion of Chapter 3
of Missional Renaissance by Reggie McNeal.

The secretary and treasurer’s reports were accepted.

The treasurer’s report indicates that expenditures for the
current year exceed income by $67,000. November’s in-
come was up and the council expects that the December
income will also be higher than past months. The budget
will be presented to the congregation at the annual meeting
on January 31*. There was extensive discussion on the pro-
posed budget and the council members moved, with re-
grets, to pass this on to the congregation. The overall 2010
budget reflects a 9.4% overall decrease which includes a
5% cut in salaries.

Pastor Franko will be exchanging pulpits with Rev. David
McBride on the weekend of January 23™. This will com-
memorate full communion between the United Methodist
Congregations and the ELCA.

Julie and Sue reported on the progress of the Acts 2:42
Study groups that will begin in January. Members of the
congregation are encouraged to join to these groups.

Judy suggested that she would like to invite more congre-
gational members in reading The Missional Renaissance.

Pastor Franko’s Report:

Since 9/9/09 THE FEAST has served meals to almost
2,100 people. Over 50 volunteers, providing a variety of
gifts and passions, have made this ministry possible.
Lutheran Campus Center has completed its quadrennial
review by the ELCA. Some of the recommendations that
came out of this timely review include the LCC Board’s
need to clarify the ministries vision and mission to WSU
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and the other institutions of higher learning in Winona, pur-
suing a stronger relationship with Central Lutheran, and
aggressively engage in a search process for another full
time campus pastor. I, along with Mike Bernatz, serve on
the LCC Board.

Pastors and staff reviewed the 2010 preliminary budget,
upon the council’s direction from our Nov. meeting, to
bring the budget in line with expected income for the com-
ing year — about a $60,000 cut from the 2009 budget. To
realize this target, significant cuts will be recommended in
all program areas, including salaries to pastors and full-
time staff.

It is comforting to note that the Christ Child came into the
world when times were hard, life was a struggle, and the
future looked bleak. So, too, the Christ Child comes into
our world to bring us joy and peace and hope and love.
May you find a special outpouring of these blessings this
Christmas. Merry Christmas!

Pastor Michelle Rem’s Report:

Outreach and Communications — Advent and Christmas ads
have been/will be placed in the newspaper. We found a
sponsor for the radio broadcast of the St. Olaf Christmas
Concert which will air December 24 at 9:00 & 11:30 am
and December 25 at 4:30 pm on 101.1, 1380 and 1230 re-
spectively. We continue to work on a new bulletin layout.
Outreach has made significant cuts to the 2010 proposed
budget.

Adult Education — Topics:
December 27 & January 3, no classes.
January 10, NOOMA series “Trees”;
January 17, NOOMA series, “Today”;
January 24, Celebrating Open Communion between the
United Methodist Church and the ELCA;
January 31, NOOMA series “Whirlwind”;
February 7, “Bullhorn”. (see posters, newsletters and
bulletins for details).

Continued on page 4
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Council Minutes continued from page 3

Legacy — Leads worship December 27 and will use Christ-
mas music. Ready to branch out on January 24, they will
try two new songs.

Bridge — Continues to meet every other week. It has trans-
formed into more of a Bible study than worship service.
Currently we have music, Bible readings and discussion
and prayers. No communion has been served the last few
gatherings. January dates include: January 10 and January
24 at 6:00 pm

With Pastors Franko and Olson we will help teach the pre-
marriage retreat scheduled for January 16 — 17, 2010.

Pastor Olson’s December Council Report:

Jody Kirby gave the Salt Talks at our worship services De-
cember 12-13, made a presentation to the Sunday School,
and spoke at the Adult Forum. She presented a gift from
our sister congregation, Immanuel Lutheran, Singida (a
decorative gourd) and was presented with an overflowing

basket of school supplies for the Kindergarten at Immanuel.

The Hannah circle also provided supplies and a monetary
gift. It was a blessing to see Jody personally and hear how
God is working in, with and through her in Tanzania.

With Pastors Franko and Rem, and Larry Finke, I attended
the Living Liturgy Event Nov. 19-21 in Albert Lea. It was
very worthwhile and we continue to discuss the ideas we
gleaned.

In addition to the doing some mission and ministry inter-
pretations via the flat screen TV and annual report, using
excerpts from the Salt Talks. Stewardship will be recruiting
new members and begin planning for the spring campaign.
With Pastor Rem, Judy Manges and Judy Davis, I attended
a free lecture by James Hunter on Servant Leadership
through Viterbo’s Ethics in Leadership Institute. It was
time well spent and we had good discussion as to how we
can be better leaders as we serve.

With Pastors Franko and Rem, I am busy visiting our shut-
ins.

I’ll be away on Continuing Education January 4-8, 2010.
January 23-24, during the Week of Prayer for Christian
Unity, Pastor David McBride of Central United Methodist
Church will be preaching at CLC as well as leading an
adult forum on the distinctive nature of the UM Church.
Pastor Franko will be doing the same at Central UMC.

Larry Finke’s council report:

The Senior Choir is singing at mid-week advent services.
The liturgy is Holden Evening Prayer.

The annual Service of Lessons and Carols is Sunday, Dec.
20 at the 8:00 and 10:30 services.

Christmas Eve services will be at 2:30, 4:00, 5:30, and
10:00. Various musicians are scheduled at each service.

I will be away Saturday, Dec. 26 and Sunday, Dec. 27. Eric
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Heukeshoven will be playing organ on those dates. The
10:30 service on the 27th will be led by Legacy.
The spring 2010 choir schedule will be prepared soon.

Jake Wagner’s Youth and Family Report:

Our Young Life partnership is off the ground and running.
We officially have 20 spots for camp next summer at
Castaway Camp in Detroit Lakes. Spots are filling up fast
and I am hoping that we will be granted more spots if we
have a waiting list by Feb 1. We will also have 3 other
leaders other than myself on the trip and are looking into a
joint ride with the Rochester Young Life that happens to be
going to the camp during the same week. Each week the
word is spreading about Young Life and the possibilities of
evangelizing the person of Jesus are endless.

Good Earth Village will be the destination for many of our
congregation’s 3™ — 6 graders this summer. We have
signed on as a church to come to GEV for a week of sum-
mer camp. As a member congregation we receive a 50 dol-
lar discount per camper. How exciting it is to have such a
great camp in our area. [ remember going for 2 years as a
kid and loved it — great memories! Our Sunday School pro-
gram went off this past Sunday with great success. A spe-
cial thanks to all the teachers, helpers, parents and friends
that made this program possible this year. Our superinten-
dants Pam and Tammy do such a wonderful job and we are
blessed with the volunteer work that they do for our youth.
I received many positive thoughts on the more traditional
structure of the program.

There are still spots left for our mission trip to the Quad
Cities for the middle schoolers this summer. I have seen
many interested middle schoolers this year!

Several high schoolers and a Wednesday Night Workshop
small group delivered roses to our congregation’s members
that are over 80 years old. What a blessing it was to have
the youth be able to give a note of Christmas cheer.
Though they may be giving the roses out, what they receive
in thanks far outweighs what they give. A great day is had
by all and it’s a wonderful tradition here at CLC.

The next meeting of the council will be January 12",

Judy Davis will lead devotions and Sue will lead the book
discussion.

Annual Meeting: January 31st
Join us for our Annual Chile Cook-off at 11:30

Annual Meeting will begin at Noon
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A WORD ABOUT THE 2010
PROPOSED BUDGET

At its December meeting the Church Council voted to pre-
sent a 2010 budget to the congregation at the semi-annual
meeting that reflects a 9.4% cut from our 2009 budget. In
dollars and cents this means going from a budget of
$766,086 to one of $700,796. These cuts will bring our
spending more in line with our giving expectations. These
cuts will take a toll on the things we will be able to do, our
ability to maintain our property, and the way we compen-
sate our pastors and staff.

Specifically, these are some of the things that will be
affected:

*There will be no money in the budget to buy or replace
any equipment for the church property, nor is there be any-
thing budgeted for technology improvements.

*There will be no money in the budget for the ministries of
Confirmation, Middle School Youth, Post Hi Youth,
Camps & Retreats and conducting special events.

*QOur ability to fund Worship and Music needs will be cut
by 2/3%s.
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*Qur ability to fund Discipleship and Growth needs will be
cut by 2/3"s.

*Support to the Synod will be cut by 11%, (from 9% to 8%
of our general offering), and support to Lutheran Social
Services, Emergency Assistance, Winona Volunteer Ser-
vices, and Habitat For Humanity will be cut by 10%. Our
suprd>ort to Good Earth Village Bible Camp will be cut by
1/3™.

*Office Supplies will be cut by 20%.

*The part-time Office Assistant position will be elimi-
nated.

*Clergy and full-time program and support staff will see a
5% cut in salaries.

We have some dedicated funds that we can use to help
with some of these deficiencies and we will try to be crea-
tive in funding other needs. There will be several areas,
however, that will simply suffer the effects of this situa-
tion.

Our semi-annual congregational meeting is scheduled for
January 31, 2010 following the 11:30 service. Please
make a point of attending this meeting as we work together
to address the needs facing our congregation.

The Feast

All are invited to enjoy a delicious home-made meal every Wednesday evening from
5:00 — 6:15 at Central Lutheran Church, corner of Huff & Wabasha Sts., Winona.

January 6: Ham and Bean Soup, Rye Bread with Cheese, Veggies, Iced Lemon

Cake

January 13: Meat Loaf, Mashed Potatoes and Gravy, Cooked Peas and Carrots,

White Bread, Brownies

January 20: Chicken and Pineapple over Rice, Oriental Slaw, Wheat Bread, Almond

Cookies

January 27: Hot Dogs and Brats, Baked Beans, Potato Chips, Pickles, Relish Tray,

Smore Bars (The Central Lutheran Softball Team is hosting the evening, extra dona-
tions will go to support their cause.)

Milk, juice & coffee served at each meal.

The Feast, where the food is always home-made,

the price is whatever you can afford,
and the hospitality is warm & welcoming.
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DIVORCECARE: You don’t have to go through it alone

Please feel free to attend all, some or one session. Most people will tell you that separation and
divorce are the most painful and stressful experiences they’ve ever faced. It’s a confusing time when
you feel isolated and have lots of questions about issues you’ve never faced before. DivorceCare
helps you face these challenges and move toward rebuilding your life. This group will meet in Room
4 of CLC on the following Sunday evenings from 6:00 — 7:30 pm: Jan. 3, 17 & 31. Additional dates
will be determined by the group. Childcare is available (please communicate your need for this). For
more information contact: Pastor Michelle Rem, 452-5156 or remclc@hbci.com

Wondering what faith means for daily life?
Attend B.A. S.I.C. Training, Sundays, 9:20 — 10:15, Room 4.

nooma
“Time VERY well spent!”

We want spiritual direction, but it has to be real for
us. Each nooma touches on issues that we care
about, that we want to talk about and it comes in a
way that fits our world... short and concise. Come
discuss these short films featuring Rob Bell of Mars
Hill Church.

january 10 - trees

We want to know why we’re here. If our lives
really matter. How our religion is really relevant to
today. We want to know what significance this
minute, hour, week, month, year has in our lives.
To our world. We need a God who cares about this
life and this world, now. We want to know why
everything we think, everything we say, &
everything we do matters. We want to know if all
the choices we make now will shape our world and
lives for eternity.

january 17 — today

How much time and energy do we spend wishing things
were how they used to be? Some of us have even come
to believe that our best days are behind us. If we’re hung
up on the past, what does that mean for us now? How
are we and those around us affected if we’re not fully
present? Maybe we need to embrace the past for what it
is, in order to live our lives to the fullest, right here and
now.

J anuary 24 Celebrating Open Communion
between the ELCA and the United Methodist Church.

january 31- whirlwind

A lot of us have gone through times in our lives that are
difficult. Some small and some big. In these times we
want answers. But sometimes there are no answers.
Maybe there are times we need to be released from
having all the answers. And maybe it’s when we’re
released that we are able to see there may be more going
on here than we realize.

oridge

confusion acceptable & hearts seeking to
beat in tune with God the norm.

Interested in Bible study?
Want to hear what other generations think?

Come to The Bridge — an intergenerational Bible study for
those seeking to understand faith in life.

6:00 PM in the Sanctuary
January 10 and 24

A very casual and simple discussion-style worship service
for all ages with music, Bible readings, conversation, and
prayer. January continues the study of Ephesians.
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Wholeness, Healing, and Faith Formation

Special Adult Forum!

Everything You’ve Always Wanted to Know about the
United Methodist Church...

\ Open hearts. Open minds. Open doors.
The people of The United Methodist Church”

N
AR

=8 Evangelical Lutheran
0{& 5}7 Church in America

God’s work. Our hands.

Sunday January 24, 9:20 — 10:10 am
Grace Hall

In addition to preaching at all services at CLC
January 23-24, Rev. David McBride, Senior
Pastor of Central United Methodist Church, will
be leading a discussion on the distinctive
characteristics of the United Methodist Church.
Now that the ELCA—of which CLC is a
member  congregation—and  the  United
Methodist Church are in Full Communion, it
will be great to know more about our newest

Wednesday Night
Workshop:

here
we

CLC’s Catechism
Program
Leading to Confirmation
6:30-8:00 pm

Wed., Jan. 6, Lesson Night: Lord’s Prayer:
The Kingdom— Jake Wagner leads.

Wed. Jan. 13, Fellowship Event — Groups
meet as needed.

Wed. Jan. 20, Lesson Night — Lord’s Prayer:
The Divine Will — Pr. Olson leads.

Wed., Jan. 21, Network Night: Youth with
Jake and Leaders with Pr. Olson 6:30-
7:15; Small Groups meet 7:15-8:00.

partner Full Communion is not a merger but a
relationship based on a common confessing of
the Christian faith and a mutual recognition of
baptism and sharing of the Lord’s Supper.

There will also be refreshments to celebrate our
deeper relationship. Pastor Jeff Franko will be
doing the same thing at Central UMC that
weekend. Please welcome Pastor McBride
warmly and bring lots of questions!

Hospitalized?

Please call the church office if you are going
into the hospital, or have a family member
notify us if you are hospitalized, especially if
you are admitted through the Emergency Room.
You can also have one of the chaplains call us.
Unfortunately, privacy laws make it more
difficult for us to know about these things. We
guarantee a visit when you call us!

Homebound?

CLC is blessed to have a committed
group of Lay Eucharistic Ministers (lay people
who bring Holy Communion to the sick and
shut-in). Please let the church office know if
you are unable to attend church and would like a
monthly visit.

This helps support the work of the
pastors who will be making visits 2-3 times a
year. As always, if you’d like a visit from a
pastor sooner, just let us know.
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Once again Central's Quilters have done
some great work. Our shipment to Lutheran World Re-
lief has been sent, thanks to Tom Kimber for picking up
our many boxes and bring them to the warehouse in
Minneapolis. We sent:

270 Quilts,

22 Layettes,

20 Sewing Kits.
We really appreciated the towels which enabled us to
send so many health kits.
Thanks very much for your generous support of the
Quilters through both materials and memorials. This
helps us provide comfort to people we will never meet or

71 School Bags,
90 Health Kits
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see. God's hands and heart using humble materials and
ordinary everyday supplies providing needed items all
over the world.

Remember every Tuesday we work on Quilts in Fellow-
ship Hall. Join us at 9 AM for an hour or 2 of fun, fel-
lowship, coffee and yes a bit of work. We have about 20
to 25 active volunteers with anywhere from 10 to 20
there on any Tuesday AM.

We can still use your old, clean worn out blankets or
even tablecloths. They make great fillers for our Quilts.
Old draperies or bed spreads work nicely too and I am
sure Shirley will be looking for hand towels for our
Health Kits. For a complete list of items that go in our
kits contact me or go on line to Lutheran World Relief.

Thanks again Donna Peterson for the Central Quilters.

FOOD BASKET

This is indeed a special time to celebrate and give
thanks. You were so generous when we put out our plea
to break the glass ceiling with 1,000 # of food for 2009
we ended November with 1,111#.

On December 18th another 106# was delivered to Vol-

unteer Services to make it 1,217# of non-perishable food
items and there are still a couple of weeks before the
final total will be taken. The Social Concerns Commit-
tee is most grateful for your participation in this project.
Blessings and may 2010 bring you peace and joy.

BLOOD DRIVE IN JANUARY, 2010

Central Lutheran will again host a blood drive on Janu-
ary 12, 2010 from 1:00 - 6:00 p.m. in Grace Hall. The
goal is 55. We will need workers, donations of food
such as bars, and a supper for the Red Cross staff, and of

course blood donors. Please contact Bev Spande if you
can help in any way. e-mail cspande@luminet.net or call
452-6411 and leave a message. Thanking you in ad-
vance, Social Concerns

WINONA GIFTS

congregation. ~Social Concerns

For all of you who took tags, thank you very much. The gifts were distributed on Thursday, December 17th. All of
the recipients were so appreciative of everything. With the gifts and food Central is truly a caring
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Annual Meeting: January 31st
Join us for our Annual Chile Cook-off at 11:30

Annual Meeting will begin at Noon

Tired of Snail Mail? Want to go green? Please
consider having the CLC Newsletter emailed to
you as a PDF file. This would save Central Lu-
theran the cost of printing and postage. All you
have to do is email us at centluth@hbci.com with
PDF in the subject line and add us to your email
address book. Otherwise we will be glad to con-
tinue sending you your newsletter thru the
postal service.

Weather Cancellations... Please listen
to local radio stations for cancellation.
We will cancel our evening activities if
after school activities are cancelled. On

snow days, we will make our decision by
noon for that night and have it an-
nounced on the radio stations.




