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ñWe are the salt of the 

earth and the light of 

the world.ò 

Central Lutheran Church 

259 West Wabasha St.       

Winona, MN  55987 

Phone: 452-5156  

Fax: 452-0863 

E-mail: centluth@hbci.com 

web site:       

centrallutheranchurch.org 

Strategic Planning Goals:  

Increase attendance and partici-

pation in worship by providing 

welcoming and meaningful wor-

ship that is faithful to our Lu-

theran roots and meets the needs 

of  

diverse people with differing 

needs.  

Grow active membership through 

welcoming fellowship, social  

connections, and effective com-

munication uniting new and long-

time members.  

Expand upon life-long faith  

formation activities; involving 

more people in Bible study and 

other learning opportunities.  

Increase youth and family  

involvement in the congrega-

tionðworship, learn, serve and 

play.  

Unlike my typical use of this space, this 

month I will be a lot more informational 

and not much on inspiration. For the few 

of you that read and enjoy my tomes I 

hope this doesnôt disappointment you too 

much.  The news I have, however, is 

important to share. 

FUTURE OF THE FEAST. A group of us 

have met a couple of times to figure out 

how to proceed when at the end of May, 

2012 Dave Schulz and Pam Franko will 

cease their heavy lifting of this ministry.  

At these meeting we have clarified our 

mission and agreed on the following  

Mission Statement: ñto feed people in the 

community without regard to religion or 

financial status through the meals we 

serve and the funds we may donate to  

others sharing this mission.ò 

We have people and groups already  

committed to be the main cooks for about 

30 of the 52 weeks in a year.  As is  

always the case, it will be the last 10 - 20 

that will be the hardest to find. We also 

have a support team to assist these cooks.  

Sue Gilman will work the area of   

PEOPLE (recruiting and scheduling  

volunteers). Linda Klabo will work the 

area INFORMAION (collecting menus 

and advertising). Dave Schulz will work 

the area of TRAINING (food safety, 

cleaning, kitchen procedures and bread 

baking). Eugenia Moe will work the area 

of SUPPY (organizing kitchen equipment 

and purchasing supplies). We are looking 

for someone to work with Connie Larson 

in the area of DELIVERIES (coordinating 

homebound routes and delivery). One 

other key volunteer we hope to find is a 

MASTER COORDINATOR who will 

bring this support team together and make 

sure that everything is running smoothly. 

Our next Future of the Feast meeting is 

Jan. 19 at 5:30 in Grace Hall. 

SEARCH FOR DIRECTOR OF  

WORSHIP AND MUSIC. The search 

committee has conducted an initial  

interview with eight applicants. We have 

narrowed the list down to our top three 

and plan to conduct a more thorough  

interview with them following the holiday 

season. We are impressed by the high 

caliber of all those we have interviewed 

so far and it has been a challenge to limit 

our search. Serving on the Search  

Committee are Chair Judy Richter, Keith 

Holmquist, Paula Braaten, Matt Schmidt, 

Geri Quinlan and myself. 

CALL OF JOINT PASTOR WITH  

CEDAR VALLEY LUTHERAN. Both 

congregations have completed a 14 page 

ñMinistry Site Profileò required by the 

Synod. The Church Council gave their 

approval of it at their December meeting, 

thus completing the last hurdle before 

sending it in.  Once the Synod receives 

our profile they will start trying to match 

our profile with the pastoral profiles they 

have on file.  From there we will review 

the pastoral profiles the Synod gives us 

and proceed with interviews with the most 

promising prospects. 

JOINT PASTOR JOB DESCRIPTION.  

The Personnel Committee and the Church 

Continued on page 2 
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Ministerial Acts   

Baptisms- 

11-5-2011 

Maxwell Dominick, son of Travis and Jaclyn Buege 

11-5-2011 

Silas Benjamin, son of Jason and Nichole Rahman 

12-25-2011 

Dylan Mark, son of Dylan and Brenda Pellowski 

 

Funerals- 

11-12-2011 Dale I. Reishus 

Council also approved a job description for the joint pastor. 

This person will assist with pastoral care and confirmation 

instruction, preach one weekly cycle of worship services 

per month at Central, give pastoral leadership to small 

group ministries, children and family ministries, and out-

reach and communication ministries. Finally, this pastor 

will provide a perspective and have the technological tools 

to help Central connect with younger generations in the 

congregation and community. 

Those representing Central on the Joint Call Committee are 

Chair David Dux, Shana Johnson, and Rita Hanson. 

Clearly 2012 will be a year of transition and transformation 

in our staff. Itôs both exciting and a little frightening at the 

same time. Yet through it all, with prayer and supplication, 

we trust that the guiding hand of God is at work bringing 

the right people and the right gifts to our congregation that 

will lead us faithfully into the future. 

Happy New Year!  May God bless and keep you. 

Pastor Franko continued from page 1 

Quilters Report for 2011 

 The Quilters would like to thank everyone for 

their support this year. Thank you to all who have given us 

fabric, blankets and other materials that can be used for 

fillers for our quilts. Thank you to those of you who give 

money in memorials or honor of some one. We use that 

money to buy supplies for the kits we send to Lutheran 

World Relief, and for the filler we use for the Senior quilts. 

Thank you to everyone who comes to the quilters faithfully 

every Tuesday to work. Another thank you to the knitters 

who do the lovely baby sweaters for our Baby Care Kits. 

Many hands make the work go quickly and we accomplish 

great things.  

This year we made 257 quilts to ship to Lutheran World 

Relief. We gave 28 quilts to our graduating Seniors. 

We gave each child Baptized a Baby Quilt. We sent 24  

Personal Care Kits and 9 Fabric Kits to LWR. The Fabric 

Kits are used to teach sewing to young women in hopes 

they will be able to learn a trade. 

 

This year Rich and Peggy Twait took out boxes directly up 

to the warehouse in St. Paul. We thank them very much. In 

case you didnôt know, for years Tom Kimber has taken a 

semi load of boxes to the ware house for the whole Root 

River Conference. He retired this year and we thank him 

for his faithful service over the years. 

We have three women who knit baby sweaters for our 

Baby Care Kits and we have 100 of them ready to go but 

we need to convert the onesies into shirts so if you have a 

serger and want to help, give a call to the office and we will 

connect with you. LWR has made some changes in what is 

included in the kits so we have to adjust. We also have the 

instructions for the new school bags and could use some 

help in making them. 

We can only do these things with the help of willing  

people. If you would like to be a part in this worth while 

effort call the office or Donna Peterson at 454-3010. Join a 

fun group and remember we do have coffee and treats 

when ever we meet. 
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Continued on page 4 

Church Council Minutes -  
Tuesday, December 20th, 2011 

Present:  Judy Davis, Brant Deppa, Julie Palubicki, Sue 

Cooper, Mary Parham, Pastor Franko, Pastor Rem, Steve 

Everson, Jeremy Johnson 

1. Call to Order / Devotions ï 5:00 p.m. Judy welcomed 

Jeremy Johnson who will be council secretary for 2012. 

Devotions were led by Julie based on Matthew 3; Prepare 

the Way of the Lord, make the path straight. 

2. Presidentôs Report ï Judy Davis sent out an invitation to 

strategic planning co-chairs and council members for cider 

and desserts at her home on Dec. 10th. 

3. Secretaryôs Report ï Steve Everson - November min-

utes approved. 

4. Treasurerôs Report ï Mary Parham - Mary reported that 

in November expenses were $8,513 higher than income. 

We are hoping to end the year with a positive carryover 

after December. The Childcare budget is in the red, how-

ever. 

5. Team Reports / 6.Staff/Pastorsô Reports 

 Reports attached. 

7. Old Business 

a. Music and Worship Director Search ï Keith Holmquist 

- The committee has completed preliminary interviews 

with seven candidates. They have chosen three people for 

a second, more in-depth interview. Council approved 

spending $1000 for travel costs for these interviews. Keith 

reported that two applicants have dropped out and that 

$30,000 yearly salary would not be sufficient to secure the 

experience and talents we are looking for. The request for 

an additional $10,000 was approved with the stipulation 

that the hours should be 40 per week. 

b. Report from Joint Pastor Call Committee ï David Dux - 

David passed out the job description and ministry site pro-

file for the Half-time Associate Pastor we will share with 

Cedar Valley. It was approved by council with minor 

changes and is ready to be submitted to the synod. 

8. New Business 

a. Childcare Program Evaluation ï Pastor Rem - Pastor 

Rem has produced an evaluation form for continuous im-

provement of the Childcare Center. It will be given to the 

staff to provide feedback to the Childcare Ministry Team. 

A separate evaluation will be given to families to gauge 

parental satisfaction. 

b. Staff compensation ï Brant Deppa - The council met 

briefly without the pastors and approved an adjustment to 

2012 compensation for the pastors that was recommended 

by the personnel committee. 

Adjourned at 6:15 p.m. with Lordôs Prayer  

Next meeting: Jan 17th, 5:00p.m. Devotions:  

5. Team Reports 

Youth Council Report ï Matt Schmidt 

High School:  We have had an average of 6 kids every 

Monday night for youth group.  In January we will begin 

the mandatory meetings to prepare for the National Youth 

Gathering.  They still need to raise $6000 to pay for the 

rest of the trip. 

Middle School:  Our numbers for middle school youth 

night have been going up.  We had a dozen kids this past 

meeting.  We are moving the time of the middle school 

youth group from 6 PM to 7 PM.  Hopefully this will al-

low more kids to enjoy youth group night!   

Sunday School:  We just had our Christmas program and 

it seemed to go really well. We got a lot of complements 

for the program.  Sunday school will start back up January 

8th with the theme being the Women at the Well story.  

Sunday school has raised $580.60.  We will putting the 

money towards the ELCAôs Good Gifts.  WE can buy ani-

mals and such to people in need!  We will have the kids 

decide what kind of animals they would like to put the 

money towards. 

Childcare Ministry Team Minutes: December 2011 

Pastor Michelle reported many of the highlights for the 

Child Care Center in her report. 

In addition though, Parents continue to meet monthly with 

ECFE teacher, Katy Smith, to discuss various parenting 

issues. Parents from the church and community are invited 

to attend. Child Care staff watch the children while the 

parents meet with Katy, which follows a supper together. 

Our 4th Annual Family Christmas Celebration was a 

 wonderful event. This year we had our program in the 

sanctuary then moved to Grace Hall to share in a pot luck 

dinner. One family videotaped the program. On Thursday,  

December 22 the preschoolers and toddlers will view the 

video and then have a birthday party for Jesus! 

Each morning our Sheep (Preschool 1) and Fish 

(Preschool) classes gather at the Prayer Circle to learn 

about Jesus. Currently they are talking about Advent and 

Jesusô birthday. The children gather to the song, ñJesus 

Loves Me.ò Cassie (Preschool teacher) sets the Prayer      

Table; laying out the cloth for the current season, placing 

the Advent wreath and candles on the table, then review-

ing the meaning of Advent. The Prayer Candle is lit along 
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Memorial:  

Emergency Fund 
 In Memory of Donald & Evelyn Reimer,  

  Given by Diane Amendt Schulman 

with the Advent candles. Cassie reads from Day-by-Day A 

Devotional for Young Children (a short Bible verse and a 

preschool-level explanation). The children are then en-

gaged in further discussion of this verse. The Prayer Circle 

is closed by blowing out the Prayer Candle, the children 

ñcatchò the light/smoke from the candle to carry it with 

them, and to share it with others throughout their day. 

Within each classroom we continue to sing praise songs, 

read and share Bible stories, talk about Jesus, create 

related works of art, and pray before our meals and for our 

friends. As Pastor Michelle mentioned that we are  

investigating additional ways to enhance our childrenôs 

faith development. 

Respectfully submitted, Judy Manges, Director 

6. Staff Reports 

Pastor Jeff Franko: Jan 8 I will be meeting with our 3rd 

graders and their parents for a Bible Familiarization Class. 

The 3rd graders will get their Bibles that day at the 10:30 

service. 

Jan 8, from 2-4pm, Dave Schulz and I will be holding a 

Bread Baking class here at church. 

Jan 14 & 15 Pastor Dumke, Pastor Rem and I will be con-

ducting a retreat for engaged couples, ñLife after óI doôò 

Jan 22 we will be offering another food safety class be-

tween services. 

Jan 29 is our congregational meeting. 

As you can see, things arenôt slowing down around here 

after Advent and Christmas. 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to you all.  God 

bless. 

Pastor Michelle M. Rem: Childcare Ministry: Our  

Childcare Center will host its annual Christmas program 

and potluck Sunday December 19. Cassie, the preschool 

teacher, has done some wonderful work in increasing faith 

based activities in the classrooms.   

The Childcare budget will end 2011 with a deficit. While 

this is a concern, please be reminded that this hasnôt  

happened since 2007 and in the past the childcare ministry 

has made up any deficit it has run from a previous year. 

Also, this deficit includes $17,000 which was transferred 

to the CLC general budget. There is $6,000 carried over 

from previous years and $3,800 in the childcare  

fundraising account which will be applied to the 2011 

deficit. This brings the actual deficit (using Novemberôs 

budget numbers) down to about $1,200. I suspect that one 

of the major ñreasons whyò stems back to the econ-

omy. While WSUôs Maxwellôs Center could benefit from 

a downturn in the economy (more people going back to 

school), that is not the case with other places. If one parent 

is home due to layoff they wonôt need full-time childcare. 

The Childcare Ministry Team and Staff are addressing this 

issue by: placing an ad in the community yellow pages, the 

CCR & R has been updated that we have openings, a bro-

chure is being developed, a banner is made that will be 

 put out by the church sign and the marquee will be used 

when available, families that use the Center and staff will 

be surveyed to evaluate the program (this began this 

week), and a letter will be going out to the families so they 

can let their friends know there are openings. We are also 

trying to adjust the classrooms so that we can creatively 

use the space and care for the children with the fewest 

number of staff needed. Beginning December 26, 

staff/child ratios will be adjusted to reflect State mandates.   

Youth and Family: Our Sunday School children hosted 

their annual Christmas pageant on Sunday Dec. 18 at the 

10:30 worship service. Thank you to everyone who made 

this ministry such a positive experience for our children 

and families. Bibles will be gifted to our 3rd graders on 

January 8. 

Thank you: I want to give Ruby Oian and Paula Braaten a 

personal thank you for the wonderful work they are doing 

in our music ministry. Both of these ladies have put in 

countless volunteer hours to enhance our worship services.  

Bravo! 

Personal: I will be on vacation the weekends of January 1.  



5  

The Feast 
 

All are invited to enjoy a delicious home -made meal every Wednesday evening  
from 5:00 ï 6:15 at CENTRAL LUTHERAN CHURCH.  

 

Jan 4:         Beef Stew, Cheesy Biscuits, Angel Food Cake with Strawberries and 
Whipped Cream 

Jan 11:       Hamburger Gravy over Mashed Potatoes, Peas and Carrots, Dessert 

Jan 18:       YOUTH NIGHT ï Hot Pulled Turkey Sandwiches, Salad, Chips, Assorted 
Bars and Cookies 

Jan 25:       Chili, Corn Bread, Lettuce Salad, Dessert 

 

 
 

 

ñFOOD FOR THE SOULò   ï    Join us for worship following the FEAST 
at 6:30 in the Sanctuary.   We offer intimate fellowship, uplifting music, 
a stirring message, thoughtful liturgy and Holy Communion, all in about 
a half hour! 
 

We have a volunteer opportunity for students or adultsé. The video crew is in need of help taping services one 

weekend a month.  Itôs an important ministry to our homebound members.  It also works well for a community ser-

vice project or National Honor Society requirement.  Please contact the Church Office at 452-5156 or cent-

luth@hbci.com.  Thanks! 

Central Lutheran Church is composed of people like me.  

I help make it what it is.  

It will be friendly....if I am.  

Its pews will be filled....if I help fill them.  

It will do great work....if I work.  

It will make generous gifts to many causes....if I am a generous giver. 

It will bring other people into its worship and fellowship....if I invite and bring them.  

It will be a church where people grow in faith and serve you....if I am receptive to growth and service. 

I make Central Lutheran what it is.  

Therefore, with your help Lord,  we shall dedicate ourselves to the mission of being all the things you want your 

church to be.       Amen. 

Centra l Lutheran Church 
January 2012 
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CLC Youth & Family  

We are still having youth group nights every    

Monday night at 7 PM  down in the youth room!  

At these meetings we will discuss what we would 

like to do during the year along with playing games,  

bible studies and having fun.!  

Middle School Youth 

Our next meeting will be January 3rd at 7 PM.                

Every student in 7th or 8th grade is highly encouraged to 

come to this fun night! 

Parents please pass this page onto your kids! 

High School 

When: January  4th 5:30 

Where: Youth Room Down Stairs 

What:  Input meeting where we will discuss 

what you want for 2012 

Middle School 

When: January  11th 8 pm after Confirmation 

Where: Youth Room Down Stairs 

What:  Input meeting where we will discuss what 

you want for 2012 

Where: Lake Park  

When: February 18, 2012 6 PM 

Who: All youth and family  

It has been a blessing working here the past 7 months, and wow has it ever flown by.  I would like 

to at this time take a moment and thank everyone for helping me out this year and for years to 

come.  I could not have done anything with out the help of volunteers, parents and the support of 

the congregation.  I look forward to the New Year along with new and fun things we can discover as 

youth within the church.  I hope everyone has a Merry Christmas and a Blessed New Year. 
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