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ñI must be a terrible person!ò 

The guy who said this was dying of cancer.  I visited him 

at home, and then the hospital, and finally at home again 

when he was cared for by hospice.  We both knew that 

his time was slipping away and death was closing in.  I 

usually visited him in the afternoon; thatôs when he was 

doing his best.  Although some days were better, most 

were worse.  He was in a lot of pain.  There were drugs 

he could take to be more comfortable but it would also 

take way his sense of being; his attention to the fact that 

it would be over soon.  So, except when it was unbear-

able, he chose the pain of knowing over the drug induced 

coma of not knowing. 

One day, particularly depressed and frustrated and impa-

tient with his situation, he wondered about the meaning 

of it all.  ñI must be a terrible person,ò he said, ñGod 

must be punishing me é God must not want me.ò 

I was determined in what I did next.  I looked him square 

in the eye and said with all seriousness, ñWhat are you 

talking about?  You have known all your life that God, at 

the cross, has forgiven you all your sins.  You know that 

he loves you very much and hates seeing you go through 

this.ò  He smiled a knowing smile and then he relaxed 

and rested.  He was at peace.  Of course these words 

were not new to his ears.  But this was one of those rare 

times when something youôve known for a long time be-

comes fresh and healing. 

Both of us were given a gift in that moment.  In that in-

stance Godôs love and forgiveness and grace became 

more than ideas you hear about at church.  They became 

something real, something powerful, something divine.  

In that moment God showed himself to be greater than 

the trials and tribulations laid upon us. 

Is there something happening in your life to make you 

think that youôre a terrible person?  It doesnôt have to be 

a terminal illness.  It could be divorce or a broken heart.  

It could be financial problems or an uncertain future.  It 

could be depression or a dark hole with no end in sight.  

It could be any host of problems making you feel frus-

trated and impatient and all alone. 

The words Iôm determined to have you hear are the same 

words I spoke to that man whose funeral would soon be 

mine to officiate, ñGod, at the cross, forgives you all 

your sins.  He loves you very much and hates seeing you 

suffer.ò 

Relax.  Rest.  God is faithful.  He will keep his promise.  

God created you in his image and you are his chosen one.  

God knows you by name and he abides with you no mat-

ter what.  It may not seem like it now, but everything is 

going to be okay.  Really.  You will be okay under the 

shelter of Godôs wings. 

From Pastor Franko  
July/August 2011 

Worship & Music ñLarry Finke  

Worship Schedule  

for July/August 

 

Wednesday, July 20 6:30 p.m. Midweek Worship 

Saturday, July 23 5:30 Simplified Classic Worship  

Sunday, July 24  9:00 Traditional ELW Worship  

                 with Matt Schmidtôs installation 

Wednesday, July 27 6:30 p.m. Midweek Worship 

Saturday, July 30 5:30 Simplified Classic Worship 

Sunday, July 30  9:00 Traditional ELW Worship 

Wednesday, August 3 6:30 Midweek Worship 

Saturday, August 6 5:30 Simplified Classic Worship 

Sunday, August  7 9:00 Traditional ELW Worship 

Wednesday, August 10  6:30 Midweek Worship 

Saturday, August 13 5:30 Simplified Classic Worship                                                                                         

Sunday, August 14 9:00 Trad ELW Worship  

            with The Winona Hims 

Wednesday, August 17 6:30 Midweek Worship 

Saturday, August 20  5:30 Simplified Classic Worship 

Sunday, August 21 9:00 Traditional ELW Worship 

Wed., August 24 6:30 Midweek Worship 

Saturday, August 27 5:30 Simplified Classic        

                       Worship 

Sunday, August 28 9:00 Traditional ELW Worship 

Wednesday, August 31 6:30 Midweek Worship 

 

Continued on page   3 
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Ministerial Acts  

Baptisms: 
June 4, 2011  Nicholas Dean Tollefson, son of  

  Travis & Stephanie Tollefson 

June 4, 2011  Ethan James Kauphusman, son of  

  Jeffrey & Amanda Kauphusman 

June 5, 2011  Wyatt Charles Hazelton, son of  

  John & Kathryn Hazelton 

June 4, 2011  Sebastian Robert Evenson, son of  

  Chad and Tammy Evenson 

June 19, 2011  Charles River Larson, Charles Larson and  

  Rachel Larson 
June 19, 2011  Jack Daniel Kruger, son of  

  Timothy Kruger and Amy Jo Stark 

July 2, 2011  Mason Thomas Sula, son of  

  Thomas Sula & Kelsey Mehus 

Weddings: 
June 4, 2011  Bonnie Gould and Stuart Goodwill 

          Emmy Zangle and Kevin Landrum 

June 11, 2011  Lindsay Rozek and Jens Hanson 

July 2, 2011  Liz Keller and Marquice Williams 

Funerals: 
May 28, 2011  Milo O. Stensrud 

June 1, 2011  Luella Mae Dow 

June 27, 2011  Ronald E. Larson 

June 28, 2011  Kristi D. Dalenberg 

BUILDING FUND...  

In Memory of Judy Whetstone 

Given by Priscilla Circle       

UNDESIGNATEDé 

In Memory of Ev Steckel 

Given by Marvin & Bergetta Gunderson 

In Memory of Judy Whetstone  

Given by Tom & Chris Wilmot, Dwight & Gay Casper, 

Marvin & Bergetta Gunderson, Myrna Olson, Sam & Phyllis 

Morken 

In Memory of Luella Dow 
Given by Tom & Chris Wilmot, Beverly Spande 

In Memory of Milo Stensrud 

Given by Charles & Elaine Stensrud, Beverly Spande, Walter 

& Darlene Thompson, Duane Stensrud, Stanley & Marlene 

Nickles, Dewayne & Marie Exe, Carol Stensrud, Richard & 

Virginia Stensrud 

In Memory of George Gorman 

Given by Jerry & Judith Scheidegger 

In Memory of Bruce Reeck 

Given by Marvin & Bergetta Gunderson 

FEAST... 

In Memory of David Kaste 

Given by Don & Joan Roessler 

In Memory of Wesley W. Eckblad 
Given by Margaret B. Eckblad 

TV/VIDEO MINISTRYé 

In Memory of Clifford Schwarz  

Given by Louanne Schwarz 

BRUCE REECK MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP FUND 

é 

In Memory of  Bruce Reeck   

Given by Jeffrey & Kathleen Phelan 

WVS FOOD SHELF FUND é 

In Memory of Luella Dow 
Given by Lester & Arla Hjelmeland 

SUNDAY SCHOOL é 

In Memory of Judy Whetstone 
Given by Judith Benson 

YOUTH FUNDé 

In Memory of Joyce M. Eckblad 

Given by Margaret B. Eckblad 

QUILTERSé 

In Honor of Audrey and Robert Rabe 

Given by Margaret B. Eckblad 

Memorials  

The Central Lutheran Church Child Care Center currently has openings 

available for infants ages 9 months and younger. The CLC Child Care Center 

is a licensed center with a nurturing and experienced staff who teach in a 

Christian atmosphere. We provide full-time, year-round care Monday-Friday, 

7:00AM-5:30PM.  Please contact Judy Manges, director, at 452-5493. 
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Choir 101 
Have you ever wondered why there are so many musical notes in the hymnal? 

Have you ever wished you could read music? 

Have you ever wondered what voice part you are? 

Have you ever wished you could sing in harmony? 

Have you ever thought about joining the choir but were afraid youôd look foolish? 

If you were already planning to sing in the CLC Choir this fall, Choir 101 is for you!  

If you are ñon the fenceò about singing with the CLC Choir, Choir 101 is for you!  

If you have sung in a choir before but need a refresher course, Choir 101 is for you! 

If you are just curious about choral music, Choir 101 is for you!  

If you are simply interested in music, Choir 101 is for you!   

From 7:00 to 8:00 p.m. on Wednesday, September 7 in the sanctuary, Choir 101 will answer these and many other questions 

about how a choir works and what all those strange symbols in a musical score mean. Anyone of high school age and 

above is welcome. Direct questions to Larry Finke at clcmusic@hbci.com or call 452-5156. 

 

Dave Anderson here September 10 and 11 

Mark your calendar for September 10 and 11. That's when Dave Anderson and Kelly 

Patten will be leading worship here at Central Lutheran. The program will include gos-

pel songs, hymns, old Sunday School songs, some contemporary praise and worship 

music, plus some of what Dave calls, ñmessage songsò. Dave will also tell The Rescue 

Story, the story of he, his wife, Barb, and five others surviving a plane crash in the Ber-

ing Sea.   Visit www.TheRescueStory.com 

Music Notes from Larry Finke Continued from page 1 

Love Wins: A Book About Heaven, 

Hell, and the Fate of Every Person Who 

Ever Lived.           Rob Bell 

Rob Bell has a habit of writing about faith 

that just pushes you out of your comfort 

zone. He does it again in this writing stat-

ing that heaven and hell are not necessar-

ily where you think they are. He makes a 

case for who gets into heaven, what you 

need to do to get there and how to prepare.   

You may have thought that heaven or hell is right here on 

earth because of some circumstance in your life. Bell takes 

that thought much further with a whole hearted belief that we 

live in the heaven or hell which we and our environment cre-

ate for us. He challenges the idea that God has created bil-

lions of peoples over thousands of years yet only the most 

chaste and pure will enter the pearly gates.  

If you are quite comfortable in believing what you have been 

taught about faith, living and dying, this book probably isnôt 

for you. If you donôt mind having your convictions chal-

lenged, you will want to read this as well as Bellôs other 

books, Velvet Elvis, Sex God and Jesus Wants to Save Chris-

tians. 

This book is now available in the Brynestad Library. 

P.S. From time to time Adult Education offers educational 

opportunities between services. Sometimes 15 minute videos 

of Bellôs thoughts are offered in his Nooma series.  Keep an 

eye out in the bulletin. It is well worth the time. 

CASHIER NEEDED AT VOLUNTEER SERVICES 
A new smaller store called "Kidz Korner" is now open for business and there is a need for a cashier. The cash register is 

a very simple one, and the job would only involve as much sorting/hanging of clothing as the cashier wanted to get in-

volved with. That is not the primary job. Shifts are for 4 hours, either 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. or 1:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. They 

would like one shift a week commitment if possible. Money raised in their stores STAY LOCAL and go directly to-

wards supportive food and emergency services. If this is something you would like to do please contact Sam at  

Volunteer Services at 452-5591. 

mailto:clcmusic@hbci.com
http://www.TheRescueStory.com
http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-U2OyaZLcLVw/ThWzHRQW4wI/AAAAAAAAAUk/BGarzCrf40Q/s1600/Love-Wins-200x300.jpg
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Central Lutheran Church has paired up with Faith Lutheran Church to go the 

ELCA National Youth Gathering next summer, July  18-22 2012 in New 

Orleans. If you are a student in grades 9-12 during the 2011-2012 school 

year you are able to attend this once in a life time event! We will be having 

another information meeting August 11th at 7 PM in the youth room! I 

would highly recommend going on this trip. For more information contact 

Matthew at clcyouth@hbci.com or by going to www.elca.org/gathering. 

Hi, for those of you who do not know me my name is Matthew Schmidt. I 

am the new youth and family director here at Central. I have been here for a 

little over a month now and have thoroughly loved it! Some information 

about me is that I just graduated from Concordia College Moorhead, MN 

with a degree in Religion and a minor in Psychology. I look forward to 

working with the each and every one of you! 

Soli Deo Gloria-To God Alone Goes the Glory 

Matthew Schmidt  

We have a new curriculum for Sunday School this year! It is called Spark, Activate 

Faith and is a rotational Sunday School program geared towards getting youth ac-

tive with their bibles and Sunday School. We are in need of teachers and shepherds  

who can commit to teaching this academic year. Some of the rotations include, 

cooking, computer lab, science, and story telling. If you feel you could be helpful in 

any of those areas contact Matt at clcyouth@hbci.com. 

Thanks to Concordia Col-

lege, we now have a 8 com-

puter, computer lab! They 

donated the gently used 

computers this summer for 

our Sunday School Program 

Sunday School Dates 

Sept- 8 Teacher/Helper Orientation 

Sept-11 Registration 

Sept-18 First Day of Sunday School 

We will be hosting a Feast meal in 

the middle of every month starting in 

September! 

We will start having high school youth group meetings at Central Lu-

theran Church every Monday at 7 PM in the youth room. Our first 

meeting will be September 12! There will be pizza and pop as well. If 

you have any questions contact Matt at clcyouth@hbci.com. Bring 

ideas for the up-and-coming year and any friends that wish to join us! 

Middle School Youth 

We will meet for the first time on Sep. 13 

at 6 PM and will continue to meet every 

first Tuesday in the Month! Feel free to 

bring friends. Snacks will be provided! 

The Feast 
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Strategic Goal Co-Chair Committee Meeting  

June 5th 8:00 a.m. 

In attendance:  Shanna and Paula, goal IV, Larry and Julie 

goal III, Bruce goal II, Pastors Franko and Rem, Judy Davis-

Council facilitator 

Goal III reported that they have topics for both the adult dis-

cussions running parallel to Bible Studies and the Importance 

of setting up a master calendar. 

Julie volunteered to give some great options in setting up a 

master calendar. 

They are working on setting up a calendar for the fall-that 

will highlight their sessions and not duplicate the work of 

other committees. 

Topics suggested: 

The Nooma series 

Bible studies aligned with sermon series, liturgical themes. 

Retirement options, Medicare, Insurance, Family adjustments 

during the initial stage of retirement. 

Funeral, burial, options 

Parent education 

Social justice 

Goal IV reported on: 

The opportunity for the grades 6-12 band members to con-

tinuing playing with support of Director of Music--23 in at-

tendance in playing for a service in May. 

The great senior recognition with an intergenerational choir 

Sunday of saxophone music and organ. 

The congregational picnic at Lake Park Lodge-Potluck and a 

great afternoon of activities: 33 individuals-ages 5 to oldest 

(Judy Davis) racing the large canoes, and kayaks, and park 

activities, rollerblading, waking and biking. 

Goal II- 

Opportunities for dinner groups to continue/expand 

Opportunities for birthdays to be acknowledged in the Cen-

tral Way 

Need for mindful of the activities and mission of present out-

reach and communication committee. 

Idea of ñtheology on the townò-discussions are decided by 

groups where and when they may occur (restaurants/bars) for 

more youthful participation-idea from the ELCA synod 

Greetings for all members-reminder at the end of the service 

to continue the warm welcoming message. 

Goal I:  

Pastor Franko reported on a list of usher duties. 

Services throughout the summer include Saturday night, 9:00 

on Sunday, and the contemporary service on Wednesdays. 

 The success of hymn fest and the opportunity to respond as 

participants at the Wednesday night services, giving input for 

the services. 

The importance of the joy and celebration of the youth par-

ticipants in the music program. 

The theme from all committees: The importance of co-chairs 

meeting and the importance of not duplicating efforts. 

Much great work!  Many opportunities! 

Much appreciation for all who give so generously of their 

time and talents. 

Judy Davis, Council Chair 

Reminder: Importance of Annual Meeting, Great if Co-

Chairs could be in attendance 

Next co-chair meeting-August 14th-If you can not be in atten-

dance please have a written report or someone to serve on 

your behalf! 

IMPORTANT CONGREGATIONAL MEETING  

Sunday, July 31 ï 10:00am 

Election of Officers: Secretary ï Jeremy Johnson, Deacon ï Julie Palubicki, Foundation ï Steve Hacken and Paul Ness, Nominating 

Committee ï Phil Larson and Tom Reeck 

Audit Report 

Vote on a Joint Ministry Agreement with Cedar Valley Lutheran 

The purpose of the agreement is to share a pastor and staff support with Cedar Valley. 

The agreement establishes a Joint Ministry Council made up of three members from each congregation. 

The Joint Ministry Council would establish a Call Committee represented by three members from each congregation. 

Possible duties the new pastor would fulfill for Central may include Post Hi School and Young Adult Ministry, Small Group 

Ministry, Outreach & Communication, Hospitality & New Member, and Pastoral Care.  These areas are subject to change when 

we do a more thorough evaluation of our needs as part of the call process. 

Funding for this position seems possible although there are still too many variables to determine at this point what the cost will 

be.  Cost will be a factor to consider as we get further into the call process and could impact the decisions we make at that time. 

Copies of the Joint Ministry Agreement are available in the church office for your examination. 
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Joint Ministry Agreement  

I. Purpose  

The purpose of this agreement is to authorize a relationship between Cedar Valley Lutheran Church (27076 Cedar 

Church Road, Winona, MN) and Central Lutheran Church (259 West Wabasha St, Winona, MN). 

II.  Mission Statements  

The mission of this joint ministry is to share a pastor and other ministry duties between these two congregations, yet 

maintain individual identities. The background of sharing with these two congregations goes back many years. Cedar 

Valley was established in 1872 and was affiliated with Central Lutheran from 1874 to 1961. A pastor was shared 

during this time and Cedar Valley contributed to the ñnewò parsonage on Center Street and the ñnewò Central Lu-

theran building in 1960. This partnership was dissolved in 1961 due to increased membership and pastoral duties at 

Central Lutheran and formation of the ALC (American Lutheran Church) body. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

III.  Terms of Agreement  

Each congregation will maintain its own identity as an ELCA congregation, including, but not limited to: representa-

tion at synod and other events and financial accountability for such functions. 

1.  Pastor   

Any pastor called to serve this joint ministry shall be on the active clergy roster of the Evangelical Lutheran 

Church in America (ELCA) and be approved by the Southeastern Minnesota Synod (SEMS).  

2. Worship  

Each congregation will retain its own order of worship. Sunday worship services shall be determined by each 

congregation. Occasional ministry worship services may be shared. 

3. Property  

Each congregation will retain ownership of its respective properties and is responsible for proper maintenance of 

them. 

IV. Joint Ministry Council   

The Joint Ministry Council shall consist of three members from each congregation, one of whom shall be a member 

of their respective congregational council. 

1.  The Joint Ministry Council shall meet a minimum of two times per year.  

2.  The major areas of responsibility shall be: 

a. Identify leadership needs of the Joint Ministry and sharing of the pastoral/staff time in an equitable way, 

ensuring a pastoral presence and leadership in each congregation 

b. Periodically review the terms of the Letter of Call and the ministry expectations of the Joint Ministry and 

pastor(s). 

c. Coordinate the scheduling of occasional ministry worship services (such as Thanksgiving, Advent, Christ-

mas Eve/Day, Lent, Holy Week, Easter). 

d. Propose and monitor the Joint Ministry budget and all joint expenses. 

Cedar Valley Lutheran Church  Mission 

Statement 

Central Lutheran Church Mission 

Statement 
Our mission is to worship God through lives of 

prayer, praise, thanksgiving, witness, and service. 

We strive to carry out Christôs Great Commission 

by reaching out to all people and to serve in re-

sponse to Godôs love to meet human needs: care for 

the sick and aged, nurture children and youth, and 

advocate justice for all people and to work for 

peace. We work to nurture our own members so we 

can all grow in faith. We strive to instill a sense of 

appreciation for our congregationôs history and for 

our geographical setting in a unique place in Godôs 

creation. 

Faithful people proclaiming the gift of Godôs 

grace to the World. 

Centra l Lutheran Church July/August 2011 

6 
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e. Negotiate pastoral salary and reimbursement and percentage paid by each congregation. Each congregation 

shall pay its own proportional share of salary and benefits separately. 

f.  Establish the Joint Ministry Call Committee. 

g. Mediate conflict within the Ministry. 

h. Annually review the Joint Ministry and the Joint Ministry Agreement. 

i.  Draft and present By-Laws and Policies for approval by the Joint Ministry congregations. 

3.  The length of term shall be two years, not to exceed two consecutive terms. A member can be off the board one 

term and be eligible for reelection. (Initially, one person is to be elected for one year and two persons are to be 

elected for two years.) 

4.  A quorum shall be at least one representative from each congregation. 

5.  Two-thirds majority is needed on all votes. 

6. Ex-officio members of the Joint Ministry Council shall be the Pastor(s) and other staff of the Joint Ministry 

with non-voting rights. 
 

V.  Joint Ministry Officers   

 The Joint Ministry Council shall elect from among its membership two officers: Co-chairs, one from each congre-

gation, and will delegate responsibility for Secretary/Treasurer of the Ministry Council. 
 

VI. Call Process 

1. The Joint Ministry Council shall initiate a review of the Joint Ministry, begin the call process, and establish the 

Joint Ministry Call Committee. 

2. The Joint Ministry Call Committee shall consist of three representatives from each congregation. 

3.  Both the Joint Ministry Council and Call Committee will coordinate with the Southeastern Minnesota Synod 

office during the call process, following the synod call process. 

4. The Call Committee shall recommend the candidate(s) and the proposed compensation. 

5. Each congregation shall vote on the recommendation of the Call Committee in accordance with its constitution.  

A call shall not be issued unless approved by both of the congregations. 
 

VII. Duration of Agreement  

1. Each congregation agrees to not withdraw from this agreement for a two (2) year period from the commencement 

date of the agreement.  Thereafter, withdrawal from the Joint Ministry Agreement must be done with six (6) 

months notice given to the Joint Ministry Council and the SEM Synod Council, or six (6) months of financial 

payments given to the Joint Ministry, in order to provide sufficient time to make the needed adjustments in 

shared ministry.  

2.  The Joint Ministry Agreement shall be reviewed annually. 

3.  Amendments to the Joint Ministry Agreement must be passed by a 2/3-majority vote of each congregation. 

4.  Additional congregations may join the Joint Ministry upon a 2/3-majority vote from all currently participating 

congregations. 

5.  The Joint Ministry budget will be submitted for approval at each congregational annual meeting. 

6.  Any other Joint Ministry business submitted to the congregations for approval must pass by a majority vote. 

7. The Joint Ministry Council cannot supersede any constitutional powers of any congregation in the Ministry 

Agreement. 
 

 VIII - Adoption  

The Joint Ministry shall be officially formed when each participating congregation ratifies the Joint Min-

istry Agreement by a two-thirds majority congregational vote, to be held on July 31, 2011.  If approved, 

members of the Joint Ministry Council will be in place not later than September1, 2011 to begin the busi-

ness of the Joint Ministry.  

 
Congregation    Church Council President  Date of Approval 

 

_________________________  ____________________________ _______________ 

 

_________________________  ____________________________ _______________ 

Centra l Lutheran Church June/July 2011 

Joint Ministry Agree. contôd 




