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“We are ‘Central’ to Winona, disciples of Jesus living a vibrant faith.” 

We Will No Longer Be a Welcoming Church-Pastor Rem 

I recently came across a blog 
entitled:  “We Will No Longer Be 
a Welcoming Church”.  Catchy 
title…  at least it caught my 
attention.  Why would anyone 
not want to be a welcoming 
church?  I know they chose the 
title hoping to be deliberately 
provocative but what could they 
be thinking?  It’s especially 
provoking since we’ve identified 
one of our four pillars of faith as 
“Welcoming All”.   Here’s the crux 
of the article:  “’welcoming from 
a missional perspective is passive.  
It denotes waiting for visitors and 
guests to drop by.  When they do, 
we attempt to treat them very 
well… ‘inviting’, however, is 
different.  That means we leave 
the comfort of our 
congregational home-court 
advantage.  The main activity 

doesn’t happen in our worship 
space when people drop in, but 
in the neighborhood when we go 
out.”  It’s a subtle but profound 
difference.  In fact, in many ways, 
it changes everything. 

As I think about this insight, I 
guess I would word it differently.  
I would like us to be welcoming 
AND inviting.  It doesn’t seem 
necessary to throw out 
“welcome” in favor of inviting.  
The church needs both.   

First and foremost we need to be 
going out.  After all, we are a sent 
people.  I’d even go so far as to 
say that the sending at the end of 
worship is one of the most 
important practices of our 
tradition.  “Go…  Be Central to 
Winona.”  That’s profound.  
That’s missional.   
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April Dates to  
Remember… 

 

Mar 30-Apr. 1: 
Morning, Noonday & Evening 
Prayer Services 

7:00 am, 12:10 p.m., 6:30 p.m. 
 

April 1: 6:30 Evening Prayer 
with Rite of Healing 

 

April 2: Maundy Thursday 
12:10, 6:30 p.m. 
 

April 3: Good Friday 6:30 p.m. 
 

April 4: Easter Vigil6:30 p.m. 
 

April 5: Easter Sunday 

7am, 8am, 9:15, 10:30  
Breakfast 7-11 a.m. 
 

April 11: Communion  Class 

 

April 12: Family Worship  Cel-
ebrating Communion 10:30  
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We Will No Longer (continued from page 1) 

That’s living our faith in all of the places we go.   

However, I would also say that being welcoming is 
almost equally important because sometimes 
people (hurting, searching, hoping-for-something) 
find their way here and we can be that safe place 
for them.  What makes a space “safe” is 
hospitality, comfort, openness, welcoming, 
acceptance.   

As I hear what the small group ministries team is 
up to, I hear both from them (invite and welcome) 
and I find that exciting.  They understand 
intuitively that it takes both.  They have each 
committed to inviting someone and they plan on 
welcoming those who take them up on the 
invitation.  

So, as you are out living your faith in all of the 
places you go, listen to your neighbors.  What is 
God about in the world and how can we at Central 
be a part of God’s mission in the world?  What are 

the needs “out there” that God is calling us to 
address?  How can your congregation support you 
as you seek to live your faith in the hardest of all 
places to live it, “out there”? 

These aren’t easy questions to answer, but they 
are key missional questions that every 
congregation needs to grapple with.  And, they 
are questions that every congregation will answer 
differently.  As Rob Moss also wrote in his blog:  
“No congregation is everything to everyone.  But 
every congregation is something to someone.”  
Who are we?  We are ‘Central’ to Winona, 
disciples of Jesus living a vibrant faith. 

If you want to read the entire blog you can find it 
by searching the above title in your search engine 
or at https://daelcarev.wordpress.com  
/2013/03/12/we-will-no-longer-be-a-welcoming-

church/ .   

Think... 
Fall? 

Passing on the faith to the children in the congregation.  What could be more 
important than that?  In September the Sunday School will be in need of (2) 3rd and 
4th grade teachers and (1) 3 and 4 year old teacher.  Our goal is to always have team 
teachers.  It lightens the load and it’s more fun!  Please pray about this.  It is so 
important.  Contact Pastor Rem with questions. 

The Youth invite you to Grace Hall for a pancake breakfast, served  
Easter Sunday, April 5th from 7:00 to 11:00 am.  Cost is $7.00.  
Middle and High School youth will use the proceeds to fund their 
attendance at the ELCA National Youth Gathering in Detroit and 
their summer mission trip to Green Bay.  Your support of them 
and their efforts is always greatly appreciated. 

Come Enjoy Easter Brunch 

Welcoming All Growing Faith 

Engaging Worship Compassionate Service 

https://daelcarev.wordpress.com/2013/03/12/we-will-no-longer-be-a-welcoming-church/
https://daelcarev.wordpress.com/2013/03/12/we-will-no-longer-be-a-welcoming-church/
https://daelcarev.wordpress.com/2013/03/12/we-will-no-longer-be-a-welcoming-church/
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“We are ‘Central’ to Winona, disciples of Jesus living a vibrant faith.” 
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Root River Conference Spring Gathering 

Saturday, April 25, 2015 

Greenfield Lutheran, Harmony 235 Main Ave, next to High School 
Registration and coffee 8:15 am – 9:00 am provided by St. Matthews of Granger.  Program followed by business 
meeting and installation of officers. Noon lunch. Presenter is our past convenor, Sheri Thoreson, of  
Harmony. She has been a programmer at IBM in New York, a professor of computer science at Oklahoma State 
University, and a manager of programmers at Boeing in St. Louis, but her current occupation is being a breast 
cancer survivor.  She wants to share her journey with you and tell you how God has helped her. 
 

Theme: “His Healing Touch” 

John 3:16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not 
perish but have eternal life. 
 

Cost $10. This includes lunch at noon which concludes the gathering. 
Preregistration is due April 15. 

 

 Please bring LWR quilts and kits to the truck at Greenfield Lutheran.  Have items boxed, taped and labeled. 
 Mail registration sheet and $10 per person and $20 unit donation to: 
 

Sharon Schmidt, 100 Huron St., Spring Valley, MN  55975 

 Offering is given to Food Shelves of Winona, Houston, and Fillmore Counties, Good Earth Village and Lutheran 
Campus Ministry of Winona. Interested in attending? Contact Donna Peterson 454-3010.  Car pools can be  
arranged. 

The Book Group continues to meet every other Monday(4-13 & 4-27) at 9:30 am at 
CLC.  We have some lively and thoughtful discussions and would welcome newcomers.  We 
are now talking about questions skeptics may have about Jesus Christ and will soon begin 
questions about the Bible.   

Thoughts from Connie Larson 

I used to teach quilting classes.  At the beginning of each new session while introducing myself, I would always 
tell them:  “One of the main reasons I teach quilting classes is that women don’t spend enough time together.  
Here’s our chance!”  I think that is the incentive behind our Women’s Mini Retreat, April 18, 9:00-10:30 am.  We 
want to give women the chance to come together, hear God’s word and enjoy each other’s company.  Join us 
for Earth Day reflections from Pastor Corrine Denis, have a continental breakfast and some mixers.  Child care 
can be provided by requesting before April14. 
Here’s the thing, seldom did someone take a quilting class by themselves, they almost always asked someone to 
come with them.  Let’s do the same for the Women’s Mini Retreat! 

Peace, Connie 
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Welcoming All Growing Faith 

Engaging Worship Compassionate Service 

Memorials 

UNDESIGNATED 

In memory of Ed Karsten 

Given by Marcella Karsten 

BUILDING FUND 

In memory of Thomas O’Beirne 

Given by Margaret B. Eckblad 

FEAST 

In memory of Wesley W. Eckblad 

Given by Margaret B. Eckblad 

YOUTH FUND 

In memory of Joyce M. Eckblad 

Given by Margaret B. Eckblad 

In memory of Jerry Turner 

Given by Diane, Mike, Melissa and Matt Turner 

SECURITY SYSTEM 

In memory of Mary Cady 

Given by Margaret B. Eckblad 

CHOIR FUND 

In memory of Jerry Turner 

Given by Bergetta and Marv Gunderson 

VIDEO FUND 

In memory of Olga and John Locks 

Given by Joyce Locks 

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday of Holy Week 

7:00 am    Morning Prayer   
12:10 pm  Noonday Prayer   
6:30 pm    Evening Prayer 

Evening Prayer with Rite of Healing 

6:30 pm   Wednesday April 1  
Bring your hurts, pains, & sorrows & feel Christ’s healing 
touch. 

Maundy Thursday   April 2  12:10 & 6:30 pm    
The Great Three Days  (in Latin “Triduum”)  begins at 
sundown Maundy Thursday.  We confess our sin & receive 
individual absolution.  Christ commands us to love one 
another as he has loved us.   

Good Friday   April 3  6:30 pm 

In song and silence we remember the Passion According to 
John.  We honor and glorify the Tree of Life, the cross of 
Christ. 

Holy Saturday: Easter Vigil   April 4    6:30 pm  
This Is The Night!  We hear the great stories of creation, 
salvation, and faith.  We renew our Baptismal vows.  We 
celebrate the first Eucharist of Easter.  We welcome 
Alleluia back into our song!   

The Resurrection of Our Lord 

Sunday April 5 -  7:00, 8:00, 9:15, 10:30 am     
Bring a bell to welcome back Alleluia! 
 

Holy Week & Easter 
Join your sisters & brothers 

daily in quiet, simple prayer 

this Holiest of Weeks 
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Council Reports March 19, 2015: 
Pastor Michelle M. Rem:  
Youth: I continue to work with parents to ensure our 
youth have the opportunity to attend the National Youth 
Gathering and Mission trips this summer. In addition to all 
of their other fundraising efforts, the Youth are looking 
into hosting a spaghetti feed for the athletes the night be-
fore the Trinona races.  
Worship and Music: Hospitality - The Board will replenish 
the Jam gift baskets. All 21 jars were handed out to visitors 
in less than 3 months. Marylou continues to send out 
cards to visitors who sign the guest book. Worship Attend-
ance – A new system to track worship attendance will be 
developed to help improve future accuracy of the num-
bers. Worship Environment – Discussion was held regard-
ing the disparity between our worship space and the size 
of the worshipping congregation. We have a wide-range of 
needs. For some worship experiences the space is too big 
but the side chapel is too small. Yet, for other services the 
entire space is needed. Feedback will be sought on crea-
tive means of making our space work for us. Altar Guild 
needs and training will be the focus of April. Instructions 
will be updated, a brochure and video developed and an 
on-line training method is being explored. Feedback from 
current altar guild members will be sought. Reserving a 
couple parking spaces for visitors is being explored. Team 
members will be inviting others to serve on this team.  
Website: The new website is live although there are some 
pages that are still under development.  
Milestone Ministry: The next event will be the 5th/6th 
grade communion milestone which consists of a Passover 
dinner (provided by the WNW students) and a Sat. morn-
ing class. The focus on worship the weekend of April 11/12 
will be communion and the congregation will celebrate 
with our 5th and 6th graders their deepened understand-
ing of communion.  
Marriage Preparation: A class for engaged couples will be 
held on March 28.  
Call Committee: Has developed a draft ministry descrip-
tion, approved by Personnel and they met with our Synod 
Representative. Next meeting is Tuesday, March 24 at 
6:30pm.  
Bach Society of Minnesota: A huge thank you goes out to 
Erik and all who participated in making this event happen. 
It was a beautiful worship experience.  
Holy Week is March 30 – April 4. Easter Sunday is April 5, 
service times are 7:00, 8:00, 9:15 and 10:30 am. The youth 
will host the traditional Easter breakfast from 7:00 – 11:00 

am, cost is $7, menu is sausage, fruit and pancakes. 

Treasurers Report: Ed Berkley, Treasurer 

The month of February was down $4,258 from budgeted 
income and expenses were $1,705 higher than budget 
even though there were larger than normal maintenance 
and utility expenses of $4,300.  So the rest of the Church 
expenses were better than budget. 

Update on the “flood” damage is we have received 
$63,153 in insurance payments to date including $5,000 in 
fund raising and donations.  We expect additional insur-
ance payments between $26,000 and $28,000.  Some of 
the last items will be covered by the Childcare budget.  We 
have come through well considering the extent of the 
damage. 

Child Care Center-Kelly Dicke 

Programming: The New Year’s Flood….Progress is slow at 
this point.  We have countertops and plumbing completed 
in the infant classroom.  The Preschool and Toddler class-
room and the office sink are next to finish with their coun-
tertops and plumbing.  Cupboard doors for 3 classrooms 
and office will be the last phase of construction and then 
the loss of all content will be addressed.  Once we have 
completed re-establishing the classrooms we will plan an 
open house inviting the congregation. 

Fundraising: We conducted a ButterBraid fundraiser last 
month.  Thanks to our amazing staff and families we were 
able to raise $2040 to go toward flood repairs.  

Staff Development: The Child Care Center hosted Katy 
Smith on the topic of “Mind In The Making” for 60 staff 
and Winona Area Providers on March 3rd.  

Xcel Power Outage: The Church was out of power for 2 
hours on Mon, Mar 16.  Thanks to the flexibility of the 
church staff and the center staff we were able to continue 
with the carrying out of the program plan of the center.  
We fed 50+ infants through age 5 children in Grace Hall 
and came up with alternative plans for the morning for the 
children.  This situation has, yet again, demonstrated the 
power of the team we have and I couldn’t be more proud 
of their ability to keep smiling through difficulty! 
Possible Pending 2015 Projects (all put on hold at this time 
until current project is completed): 

Installation of toddler height railings in the stair case per 
Licensing request; Lower level classroom bathrooms 
retiled and upgraded; Installation of Infant/Toddler play-
ground; Possible additional Toddler classroom 
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Worship, Music & Arts Council Report – Erik Floan 

Lent midweek worship services have been well-
attended.  We’ve been using worship materials from a 
wonderful publication Feasting on the Word which I was 
introduced to at the January Mount Olive Liturgy & 
Preaching conference. 
Hosted the Bach Society of Minnesota performance of the 
St. John Passion Sunday, March 15. A well-attended, stun-
ning live performance. 
Hosted Dr. Paul Westermeyer as part of the St. John Pas-
sion weekend.  Dr. Westermeyer led a forum Saturday 
evening (preceded by a delicious meal), preached at all 
weekend worship, and engaged in a lively Grace Hall con-
versation between Sunday services. 
Pr. Rem & I are working through Holy Week/Easter ser-
vices.  An extra challenge is the Public School break which 
takes a lot of people away that weekend. 

Small Group, Social & Service Ministries-Connie Larson 

Spring has sprung and a lot of good things are happening 
at CLC.  Among them is the successful gathering of the Car-
ing Casseroles Group March 16. We gathered, assembled 
muffins, cookies and casseroles.  We shared a meal togeth-
er and have a freezer with meals ready to go! 
I continue to meet with a group of local people on hunger 
issues and would like to schedule some showings of “A 
Place at the Table” with Barbie Izquierdo, our speaker a 
few weeks ago on food insecurity.  If council members 
would like a viewing, you just have to let Pr. Rem or I 
know. The March Foodshare Drive church challenge is off 
to a great start.  I have no doubt Central will make a good 
showing! 
Our Women’s Mini Retreat is scheduled for April 18, with 
Pr. Corrine joining us for a short homily.  Our hope is eve-
ryone is intentional about inviting someone else to join 
them. 
Pastors Dumke, Franko & Denis and I have our first plan-
ning meeting scheduled for “God’s Work. Our Hands.” 
Sunday September 13.  We hope the Wed. Night Work-
shop students and CLC members will be participating again 
this year.  To quote Ed Berkley the gathering “was better 
than a church picnic.” 

The Feast will be meeting as  a group April 7 to discuss our 
summer plans.  I have asked Pr. Rem to put on the agenda 
the Council looking at doing a meal in April. 
Call Committee Report: The first meeting of the Call Com-
mittee was held Feb. 24th, 2015 at 7:00 p.m. Members of 

the committee are: Mia Martin, Chris Dahlke, Tammy 
Swenson-Lepper, Jay Duresky, Susan Zeller, Linda Garrison, 
Steve Everson, Pastor Michelle Rem, Cody Dureske and 
Hanna Lepper – youth representatives. Steve Everson was 
elected chairperson. The church council has approved the 
candidates for the committee. Discussion was held on the 
call process, commitment of members and the history of 
where we have been with staffing the last few years. The 
group will split into groups to work on various aspects of 
the call process.  

3/5/15  Call Committee:  Committee members took turns 
discussing their thoughts, ideas, and revisions to the cur-
rent draft of the job description.  New phrasing, verbiage, 
and grammar were added, deleted, revised according to 
committee approval.  Pastor Rem will revise the job de-
scription and send out ASAP to allow time for any more 
possible revisions before meeting with the personnel com-
mittee on Monday; committee members are asked to read 
over new draft before Monday and give any new feedback. 

3/12/15  The call committee met with Pastor Pete Reuss. 
He is our synod representative for the call process. He be-
gan by noting some important points about the call pro-
cess. This is not so much a job search finding a person we 
like, but whether this is the person God is calling us to 
have as a pastor. 

Pastor Reuss discussed our agreement with Cedar Valley 
Lutheran Church. We cannot continue with the call for an 
Associate Pastor until we decide how we proceed with the 
Cedar Valley Joint Ministry Agreement. The Joint Council 
will need to meet and discuss. Central Lutheran’s council 
will decide how to proceed and a congregational meeting 
will be required. We cannot call an associate pastor until 
six months after the congregation has voted. This is re-
quired because of the terms of the Joint Ministry Agree-
ment. Steve will contact Ed Berkley and attend the next 
council meeting. Pastor Reuss explained all the steps in-
volved with the call process. He then noted that there are 
over 50 call committees active in our synod right now. 
There are not many “First Call” candidates and the Synod 
feels that Central should not be seeking a “First Call” can-
didate. The call committee should begin work on the Min-
istry Site Profile. This is a large document that describes 
our church, its mission and goals, etc. 

Reports Continued from page 7 
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 Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

                                      
 
  

                                             1 
  7:00  Communion 
12:10  Lent Service 
  1:30  St. Anne   
  2:15 Callista Ct 
  5:00  TV Broadcast  
           HBCI #20 
  5:30 Girl Scouts 
  6:30 Worship Service of  
          Healing 

                                      2 
 Maundy Thursday 
 
 6:45 Men’s Ec Bible St 
12:10 Worship 
6:30 Worship 
  

                                     3 
  Good Friday 
 
6:30 Worship 
 
 
 
                                      
 
 
 

                                     4 
  
 
6:30 Easter Vigil 
 
 
 
 
 
                                      
   

                                   5 
 Easter Sunday 
 
 7:00  Worship 
 8:00  Worship 
 9:15  Worship 
10:30 Worship 
 
Youth Breakfast 
7 am  -  11 am 

                                  6 
  
  7:00  TV Broadcast     
        Charter #986                   
 
 
 
 
 
  
  

                                 7 
  9:00  Quilters 
11:00  Staff 
12:00  Personnel 
  6:15  Hims Rehearsal 
  
  
   
 
        
  

                                         8 
7:00 Communion              
4:30 Exec Committee 
5:00 Feast/HBCI Bdcast        
5:30 Girl Scouts 
6:30 Wed. Nt. Wkshp 
            
 
 
  
  

                                     9 
 6:45 Men’s Ec Bible St  
12:00 Social Concerns 
 2:00 Luth Woman Today 
 3:00 LWT Circles 
 
 5:00 Life Skills/Dance  
         Class                                                           
  
  
          

                                  10 
 
 
  
  
  

                                   11 
 
9:30 5th Grade                        
Communion Class 
 
 
5:30 Worship 
 
 
 
  

                                  12 
 
 
8:00 Worship 
9:15 Sunday School/  
         Adult Ed 
10:30 Worship/5th 
Grade Communion 
        
 

                                  13 
  
9:30 Book Group  
10:00 Prayer Chain 
 6:00 Girl Scouts 
 7:00 TV Broadcast     
        Charter #986                   
    

                                14 
 
 9:00 Quilters 
11:00 Staff 
 6:00 Crafts & Quilts 
 6:00 Exec Comm 
 6:15 Winona Hims 
 

   
 
 
          

                                       15 
 7:00 Communion     
11:00 Watkins 
 1:00  Esther Circle    
 2:30 LWM Comm    
5:00 Feast /TV Broadcast                                                                                                           
         HBCI #20 
5:30 Girl Scouts 
6:00 Sunrise Singers 
6:30 Wed. Nt. Workshop  
  
  

                                    16 
 
6:45 Men’s Ec Bible St  
 

 
5:00 CLC Council/ 
        Life Skills/Dance    
        Class        
5:45 Choir 

   

                                   17 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 

  

                                 18 
  
  
9:30 Women’s Min. 
Retreat 
5:30 Worship 
 
 

 
  
 

                                  19 
 8:00 Worship 
 9:15 Sunday School/ 
        Adult Ed 
10:30 Worship w/SMU 
           Chamber Singers 
   
  
  
  
 

                                  20 
   
 
  7:00 TV Broadcast 
        Charter #986  
 
 
   
  
  
  

                                21 
 
 9:00 Quilters 
11:00 Staff 
 
 6:15 Hims Rehearsal 
 
 
  
 

  
 

                                      22 
 
7:00 Communion           
5:00 The Feast/HBCI TV 
5:30 Girl Scouts 
6:00 Sunrise Singers 
6:30 Wed. Nt. Workshop 

                                    23 
6:45 Men’s Ec Bible St 
   
 
 
5:00 Life Skills/Dance 
5:45 Choir 

                                  24 
 
 
   
 

  
 
  
   
 
 
  

                                  25 
  
 
2:30 Stoltman Wedding 
 5:30 Worship 
 

           

                                26 
 8:00 Worship 
9:15 Sunday School/ 
        Adult Ed 
10:30 Worship       
   
 

                          
   

                                 27 
 
 9:30 Book Group 
10:00 Prayer Chain 
7:00 TV Broadcast 
        Charter #986 
          
 
                                                              

                                 28 
 9:00 Quilters 
11:00 Staff 
 6:00 Crafts & Quilts 
 6:15 Winona Hims 
 7:00 Sons of Norway 
 
 
                                 

                                      29 
7:00 Communion            
5:00 The Feast/HBCI TV 
        Broadcast #20 
5:30 Girl Scouts 
6:00 Sunrise Singers 
6:30 Wed. Nt. Workshop 
 

                                    30 
6:45 Men’s Ec Bible St 
 
 
 
5:00 Life Skills/Dance 
5:45 Choir 
 
 

                                    
  
  

                                                          
  
  
  
 
 
  
  

Central Lutheran Church  

259 West Wabasha St.      
Winona, MN  55987 

Phone: 452-5156   

E-mail: centluth@hbci.com 

website:  

Weekly TV Broadcast  
Mon. 7:00 pm Charter Channel 986 

Wed. 5:00 pm HBCI Channel 20 
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       Looking ahead to   
   Holy Week & Easter 

March 28 & 29: Palm Sunday weekend,  
  Sat. 5:30, Sun. at 8:00 &10:30 

Monday-Wednesday Morning Prayer 7:00 am 

                                 Noonday Prayer 12:10 pm 

                                 Evening Prayer 6:30 pm (except Wed.) 

April 1: Holy Wednesday Service of Healing 6:30 pm  

April 2: Maundy Thursday Worship 12:10 pm & 6:30 pm  

April 3: Good Friday 6:30 pm     
April 4: Saturday Easter Vigil, 6:30 pm 

April 5: Easter Sunday The Resurrection of Our Lord   

     7:00, 8:00, 9:15, 10:30 am 

Easter Breakfast served 7:00 am—11:00 am 

Highlighted in April 

This month we highlight our faithful 
Altar Guild Group.  They are the 
ones who prepare the Lord’s supper 
for us each week. 

During the last 3 weekends of April, 
our Altar Guild will hold training ses-
sions for 10-15 minutes after each 
service.  Please stop in the altar guild 
room after services to see what it is 
all about.  We promise to assign a 
“buddy” the first few weeks you sign 
up to help after the training. 

Please consider joining this im-
portant group.  Thank you 


