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New Year? 

 

 Of course, we started the New Year in Advent! The church year is a 
marvelous circle of Christian life. We await the birth of Jesus, our Savior. 
He arrives at Christmas and we celebrate for 12 days until the Magi come 
January 6th (Epiphany). Epiphany is my favorite season. Jesus has come. 
The Magi from all the nations have come to worship him. This is the “AHA” 
moment. The light goes on and the world sees who this Jesus is. The light 
of the world has come and all the great Epiphany music (“Shine, Jesus, 
Shine!” “I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light” “Bright and Glorious is the 
Sky” “Songs of Thankfulness and Praise” “Light Shone in the Darkness” 
“Christ Be Our Light” “Be Thou Our Vision” “We Are Called” “We Are 
Marching in the Light” “This Little Light of Mine”) swells in my heart. Light 

has come into our darkness and the darkness has not overcome it! I love this season of possibilities. 
What can be shines brightly in my soul. I pray that this season is one where you see God EVERY-
WHERE. Where you envision the kingdom of God right here, right now. When we are standing in the 
light of Christ, we can stand for justice, mercy, peace, love and joy. Happy Epiphany! 
 

New Opportunities? Bible Study? Travel? 

 As you plan your new year, I hope you will consider two opportunities. First is to dive into the 
Bible with “See Thru the Scriptures”. This will be a 7 week class beginning Thursday, January 4th at 
EITHER 1:00 PM or 6:00 PM. (You pick which one works for you.) Materials are not necessary, how-
ever you may want to purchase the student packet for $20. Please let the office know if you would 
like one as we need to order them. 
 Secondly, as you know, I’ll be leading two trips in the coming years. The first is a delightful 
Journeys of Paul trip to Greece and Ephesus (Turkey). We travel as Paul did - by boat. The Second 
is to see the Passion Play In Oberammergau Germany as part of a Luther trip. This play is put on 
every 10 years due to a promise to God in 1634!! The only one that was cancelled was 1940 due to 
WWII. I have seen it in 2000 and 2010 and hope to see several more. It is simply amazing. Bro-
chures are in the office or on the Welcome Table, or you can just talk to me. I hope to have a travel 
meeting about these opportunities in January. 

Pastor Jan Mehlhoff 
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Upcoming Events 

The FEAST 

Wednesdays 5:00- 6:15 p.m., Grace Hall 
See Menus in the Notices section of this newsletter. 
 

“See Through the Scriptures” with Pr. Jan 

Thurs. Starting Jan. 4, (seven sessions), 1:00 p.m. or 6:00 
p.m., Green Room 

If you enjoyed “The Bible in an Hour”, join me for See 
Through the Scriptures in Epiphany. We will have seven 
sessions at 1:00 p.m. and REPEATED at 6:00 p.m. on 
Thursdays beginning January 4th. You can choose to attend 
at 1:00 or 6:00 (or switch back and forth according to your 
schedule!) While materials are not necessary, you may 
wish to purchase them as the timeline itself is worth the 
price. A packet including the Timeline, student book and 
questions and answers is $20. Please let the office know if 
you would like us to order you a set.  
 

Adult Forum 

Sundays, January 7 thru February 11, 9:15 a.m., Library. 
We will be discussing the readings each week. All are wel-
come to join in a time of discussion, reflection and commu-
nity. 
 

Epiphany Tea 

Sunday, January 7, 3:00 p.m., Grace Hall 
CLC Ladies—join us for a free event full of tea and talking 
to mark the start of Epiphany! 
 

CLC Book Group 

Mon., Jan. 8 & 22, 9:30 a.m., Library 

We will be reading Max Lucado's book "Grace". Martin 
Luther has called us to a change of heart. Max Lucado says 
that grace is the voice that calls us to change and then gives 

us the power to carry that off. All are welcome to join us to 
discuss this book of encouragement and hope. If you have 
questions, please contact Gayle Garrity at 507.961.0465. 
 

Central’s Winter Blood Drive 

Thurs. Jan. 11, 1:00- 7:00 p.m., Grace Hall 
I will be looking for blood donors, intake and canteen 
workers, and of course food for the donors and Red Cross 
Staff.   If you can help in any way please contact Bev 
Spande at Beverly30@charter.net or call 507.452.6411 (I 
do have voice mail). Thank you. 
 

Celebrate Volunteers! 
Sun., Jan. 14, 9:15 a.m., Grace Hall 
We will celebrate the vibrant ministries being carried out 
by volunteers at Central Lutheran Church. You will be able 
to hear about many different opportunities to volunteer, say 
thank you to those to those who are volunteering and enjoy 
some good treats.  
 

Prayers for Healing 

Sun., Jan. 21, 8:00 and 10:30 a.m., worship services 

Prayers for healing are offered each third Sunday of the 
month in Holy Spirit Chapel (left) during communion. At 
any time before or after you commune you are invited to 
join the pastor in prayer for healing for yourself or some-
one else. 
 

ELCA Youth Gathering 

June 27-July 1, 2018, Houston, Texas. 
This is open to youth who are currently in grades 7-11 
(grades 8-12 in 2017-18). Discounted registration is availa-
ble Sept. 15 - Nov. 15, 2017. Contact Evan Fitzsimmons 
for more information at clc3.youth@gmail.com. 

Engaging Children in Worship 

To engage children in worship more and educate them 
about church we offer "Worship Notes" for kids ages 5-12. 
You can find one copy in each of the busy bags with addi-
tional copies near the Huff St. doors. Kids who completely 
fill them out during service can bring them to the back near 
the Huff St. doors after service to receive a prize! Make 
sure to come up for children's time so you can fill that part 
out too! 
Call Committee  
The Call Committee has been finalized. The Call Commit-
tee consists of: Bill Pfaff, chair; Jerry Bentson, Linda 
Bouck, Sharri Hackbarth, Karolee Hogden, Mark Junger-
berg, Don Klagge, and Tammy Swenson-Lepper. 

Food Basket Update  
November was amazing with 113 lbs. of food and $168 in 
cash when converted brought the November total to 449 
lbs. Our grand total at this point is 4574 lbs. Because we 
only need 426 lbs. to reach our goal, maybe it is time to set 
another goal! How about 5500 lbs.? Social Concerns/
Missions Committee thanks you so much for your contin-
ued support.     
 

 

Notices 

mailto:Beverly30@charter.net
mailto:clc3.youth@gmail.comm
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Welcoming All Growing Faith 

Engaging Worship Compassionate Service 

Notices 

Christmas Bake Sale and Lunch Thank You 

Many thanks to all who participated in the Christmas Bake 
Sale and Lunch organized by our Women of the ELCA. We 
had a great turn out for cookie baking (80 dozen rosettes 
and 42 dozen krumkake!), and several of you donated addi-
tional treats for the sale. All those who prepared for, 
worked at, and at-
tended the event 
made it a great suc-
cess! Proceeds from 
the sale will support 
our ministries, and 
the $336 free-will 
offering from the 
lunch will be donat-
ed to the Winona 
Food Shelf. Well 
done! 
 

The FEAST 

The Feast Committee is pleased to announce that a full 
slate of cooks have come forward and volunteered to pre-
pare the Feast for the Spring season, January 10 through 
May 16. This is tremendous good news, we are so thankful 
for all the hard work of Rita Lehnertz and Jay Dureske in 
recruiting and training cooks to serve. 

Do you wonder about the impact of the Feast?  Over 1800 

plates have been filled and served since the Feast fall sea-
son began in September. This represents hundreds of vol-
unteer hours from a core of dedicated volunteers and ex-
tends to groups in the community who are interested in 
supporting this food ministry. The Feast is working toward 
financial sustainability and is on track to be very near it’s 
starting budget. 

While there is a great deal to celebrate, there are always 
some needs you can help with. We are in need of volunteer 
drivers to make 4-6 stops each Wednesday evening to 
homebound people.  Deliveries go out between 4:30 and 
5:00. If you can help with this, call the church office 
507.452.5156 for more information. 

Finally, our Winter/Spring season begins again on January 
3.  Our menu in January will be 

Jan. 3: NO FEAST 

Jan. 10: Chicken Noodle Soup 

Jan. 17: Scalloped Potatoes and Ham 

Jan. 24: Mini Pizzas 

Jan. 31: Taco Bar 
 

Come join fellow members of Central and the community 
for a great meal and fellowship! 

Council Update 

Central Lutheran Church Council meeting November 14, 
2017 

Present: Pastor Mehlhoff, Judy Davis, Marie Holmquist, 
Gayle Garrity, Carol Kramer, Steve Hacken and Dian 
Biesanz 

Opening prayer led by Pastor Mehlhoff 
Presentation made by Sylvia Pecsenye with regard to 
WELCA - - attracting and nurturing women of Central Lu-
theran. We learned that there are wonderful things happen-
ing already and great potential for the future. 
Presentation made by Karolee Hogden on the possible ex-
pansion and update of the church library, exciting things 
happening with this as well. 
Approval of council agenda, October council minutes, fi-
nancials, staff reports, committee reports, and updated call 
committee membership were approved. 

Review of the stewardship progress was discussed. 
Budget process was tabled until December when Paul Ness 
will be present. 
Review of Council members/nominating committee/
foundation members for the 2018-2019 year was presented 
… we will have 5 positions to fill. 
These November minutes will be approved by council at 
the December 19th meeting. 
Motion to adjourn made by Steve, second by Marie - -    
motion carried.   
Dian Biesanz, Secretary 

Closed session 
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Mission: Provide the building blocks of child care  
by creating learning opportunities infused with faith while supporting the whole family 

Questions, please contact us…                      Phone 507.452.5493                                      Email: childclc@hbci.com  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Making Memories  
with our youngest  

community members! 
 

Here are pictures of your  
Child Care Center Ministry in action at 

our Children’s Christmas Program 

 
 

  

  

  

  

   

 

January 2018 

Butter Braids Fundraiser Jan. 15-30 

  
 

 

Cinnamon 

Blueberry 

Cream Cheese  
Strawberry Cream Cheese  
Apple, Cherry 

Raspberry  
Caramel Rolls  

The Butter Braid pastry is a homemade frozen pastry,  
let rise 10-12 hours or till double in size, then bake it 
to produce a delicious breakfast/dessert entree.  

This fundraiser will help the center raise money for 
the playground remodel coming this summer. Please 
purchase yours in the Church office each butter braid 
costs: $12 the center receives $5 for each braid sold.  
Thank you for your support and ENJOY! 

    Happy New Year!  Welcome 2018! 
 

Wishing you 12 months of success, 52 weeks of laugh-
ter, 365 days of fun, 8760 hours of joy, 525600 minutes 
of good luck and 31536000 seconds of happiness! 
 

With prayers and blessings… 

Your Central Lutheran Church  Child Care Center family 
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Welcoming All Growing Faith 

Engaging Worship Compassionate Service 

From Pastor Corrine— Winona Lutheran Campus Center 

“Clementines & Showing Up” 

 

As we do each semester during Finals Week, the LCC offered 
an array of breakfast foods for students, no matter if they've 
been through our doors a hundred times before, or never. This 
year we posted a sign, which read: "Free Breakfast all week 
@ LCC (because Finals. No conversion experience re-
quired)", which is a funny way of saying, "If you're hungry, 
or stressed, or just need a clementine, you're welcome to 
come in." Thanks to our new kitchen space, we were able to 
share warm muffins, baked oatmeal, different kinds of 
quiche, egg bake, and fresh smoothies, provided by board 
members and staff.   
 

Students arrived every morning around 9:00, hungry for 
breakfast, yes, but more so, for community. This was appar-
ent to me when students gathered and said, "I don't have any 
exams today, I just wanted to be here." It was even more ap-
parent when students from the KEAP Center (Knowledge/
Empowerment/Advocacy/Pluralism) showed up on Monday afternoon for a couple hours and then again on Wednes-
day and Thursday, engaging in deep conversations, laughter, exasperated sighs, and even rest after a difficult semester. 
I'm not sure that any of the students identify as Christian, and I am certain a couple do not. 
 

One, in fact, is a staunch atheist with whom I have the most interesting conversations about science, politics, and even 
religion. He came to my office one day when another "preacher" showed up at the gazebo on campus. "We've got anoth-
er one," he told me. When I returned this declaration with a puzzled look, he explained: "Another guy preaching some-
thing...I know your method isn't to draw a crowd, but mine is, so I figured I better come get you." I was shocked and 
grateful that he knew he could come to the LCC for support and that he would seek out a pastor from a ministry that has 
worked hard to gain trust. 
 

That trust, by the way, was not earned quickly, nor was it earned in some miraculous, earth-shattering way. We simply 
loved our neighbors. We listen. We show up at the KEAP Center as well as events, such as a sit-in, protest, potlucks, 
marches, and educational days, like the one in October on water rights, indigenous rights, and human rights. We con-
verse. We write letters and make phone calls concerning issues of importance to students of marginalized and under-
served communities. We listen. As the LCC resides on the land of the Oceti Sakowin, we acknowledge and honor the 
ancestral land of the Dakota Nations and the sacred land of all indigenous peoples at our worship services. And we listen 
some more. We do this without ornamentation and without developing some sort of long-range plan. We do this simply 
because we are called. Because there's a need. Because it's Finals Week, and students just need a clementine and some 
egg bake, so to speak. 
 

Our community has been converted in the most beautiful way, thanks to our relationship with the KEAP Center, thanks 
to a radical Palestinian Jew named Jesus, and thanks to you, dear ones. I pray this kind of conversion permeates our lives 
now and forever.  
 

With full bellies and hearts, we thank you, 
Pastor Corrine on behalf of the LCC  
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“We are ‘Central’ to Winona, disciples of Jesus living a vibrant faith.” 
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Financial Report 

Operating Fund 

Jan-Nov 2017 

Total Income:  $472,250 

Total Expenses:  $535,634 

 

Offering Goal December $78,750.01  
Thank you for your support of Central’s ministry. 
 

Mortgage  
Monthly payments for interest and principal Novem-
ber:        $3,146 

Gifts for Building Fund November:   $878.00 

Gifts for additional mortgage principal reduction  
   November:    $2,500.00 

Mortgage principal balance on Jan 1: $383,493.97 

Gifts in memory or honor of someone 

MEMORIALS NOVEMBER 18-2017 THRU  
DECEMBER 15, 2017                                          
YOUTH  
Memory of Steven Wilmot 
Given By Richard & Peggy Twait 
MORTGAGE PRINCIPAL ADDITIONAL 

Given By CLCWELCA  
YOUTH WORKER SALARY 2018 

Given By CLCWELCA  
HURRICANE RELEIF DONATIONS  
CLC Members - NOV- $235.00 

TOTAL AMOUNT GIVEN - $4,190 

Building Fund 

Gifts to the Building Fund in December totaled $1,500.00. 
The mortgage payment was $3,146. Please help with an 
extra gift to ensure that we meet our mortgage obligations 
and keep other ministries and programs strong. Our remain-
ing mortgage balance is only $383,493.97 and we want it to 
keep decreasing! Make your check payable to CLC Build-
ing Fund, or set up an automatic monthly gift with the form 
available on our website or in the church office. Thank you! 
 

Seeking Donors for New Hearing Devices 

We would like to replace our Hearing Assistance devices.  
Our current system has not worked well for a couple years; 
replacing the transmitter and receiver will improve this.  
Each receiver costs $125. We wish to provide six.  Can you 
help? Contact Erik Floan, clcmusic3@gmail.com.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

Help Your Church Reach a $2k Challenge:  
Stewardship Appeal Update 

A $2,000 challenge has been offered when we receive 220 
Intent Cards. 159 intent cards have been returned as of De-
cember 14. Anyone needing an intent card can find one at 
the information desk, please return it to the church office. 
Help us reach this achievable goal! 
 

Opportunity to Reduce Church Mortgage 

Don and Donna Peterson have expanded their offer to 
match contributions to reduce Central’s mortgage principal 
up to a total of $6,350. We have received $3,150 to date 
and hope to earn the full match by year end. Please desig-
nate your gift to Mortgage Principal, Additional.  
Don also wants to make people aware of a special oppor-
tunity to reduce their taxes with a charitable gift from their 
Individual Retirement Account (IRA). People age 70 ½ or 
over with an IRA may be receiving a letter in November 
about required minimum deductions. If you contact your 
fund manager now, you can direct your distribution to be 
sent to Central for mortgage reduction rather than receive it 
directly and then owe taxes on it. More information is 
available in the church office or from Don at 507.429.0476 
or 507.454.3010. 

Opportunities to Give 

mailto:clcmusic3@gmail.com
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Winona Community Warming Center 
Central Lutheran Church is becoming a community partner 
with the Winona Community Warming Center. The Center 
provides a bed, laundry facilities, shavers, limited snacks 
and beverages to homeless adults. The Center is open daily 
from November 1st to March 31st. As a community partner, 
Central Lutheran needs to staff 1 night a month, 2 volun-
teers from 9:00 pm to 2:00 am and 2 volunteers from 2:00 
am to 7:00 am. One on one training sessions will be provid-
ed and the volunteer must give permission for a back-
ground check. The Center is located in the basement of the 
Community Bible Church at 63 East 3rd Street. Any ques-
tions or to sign up, contact Bev Spande at 507.452.6411 or 
sign up at the information desk.   
  

Pianist Needed 

Visitation Pastor Louise Stromberg is looking for a pianist 
to play hymns for the Nursing Home Services. On the first 
Wednesday of each month we worship with the folks at St. 
Anne’s at 1:30 and at Calista Court at 2:15. On the third 
Wednesday we worship with the folks at Sugar Loaf at 
1:30 and at Lake Winona Manor at 2:30. If you play piano 
and are available to help with this ministry, please call the 
church office or Pastor Louise Stromberg at 507.273.2598. 
Let us know if you are willing and able to do one of these 
days or more. If you could do it on a shared basis with oth-
ers, let us know that also. Central would love to add music 
to these services to enrich the worship experience for our 
members in these facilities. 
 

The FEAST 

The Feast is seeking folks who are willing to make some or 
all of the 18 dozen servings of desserts that are needed for 
the weekly meal. Drivers are also needed to deliver meals 
on Wednesdays to homebound individuals.  
Please call the church office 507.452.5156 for more infor-
mation.  
 

Visiting the Shut-Ins 

Do you have the gift of compassion and caring?  We are 
looking for a few more folks to join our Lay Visitation 
team. We offer training and pair visitors with folks you 
most likely already know. The time commitment is up to 
you. Most visitors make one or two visits per month. Some 
choose to go in teams. If you feel you might be able to join 
our team, send an e-mail to Pastor Louise at 
clc3.visit@gmail.com or call her at 507.273.2598. 
 

 

 

 

Welcome and Worship Committee 

Looking for one new member! Join the welcome and wor-
ship committee to provide welcome and hospitality for our 
members and visitors, maintain a vibrant and consistent 
worship volunteer effort and help in facilitating input and 
feedback from the congregation regarding our worship and 
music experience. Other members of this committee in-
clude five other members of the congregation, the directing 
pastor and the director of worship, music and arts. We meet 
one evening a month plus other events we facilitate.  If you 
are interested, contact Gayle Garrity 507.961.0465 to find 
out more.   
 

Consider joining the Social Concerns/Mission 
Committee 

At the present time there are 4 people on our committee 
and we are looking for 2 more. You can sign up for a two 
year term. Our committee is twofold. Through Social Con-
cerns we zero in on local ways to be of service. Some are 
through the food drive, filling back packs for children who 
need extra food over the weekend, blood drive, etc. 
Through Missions we sponsor ministries and youth serving 
abroad.  For more information contact Bev Spande at Bev-
erly30@charter.net or call 507.452.6411. 
 

A Call for Assisting Ministers 

Assisting ministers are a vital part of our worship at Central 
Lutheran. They assist the presiding minister during the ser-
vice and assure that the sanctuary is ready for the worship 
service. They help our worship run smoothly by stepping in 
where needed, whether reading the lessons or guiding an 
acolyte. The commitment is for once every 4 to 6 weeks. 
Training and support are provided for this ministry. A sum-
mary of assisting minister responsibilities is available from 
Gayle Garrity, chair of the Welcome and Worship 
Team. For more information, contact Gayle at 
507.961.0465. Please consider this ministry as you discern 
how you will serve the Lord and this congregation.   
 

Videographers Needed 

The video crew is in need of help videotaping the 8:00 or 
10:30 service to be aired on the local cable stations for our 
homebound. If you are interested, please contact the church 
office at 507.452.5156 or email centluth3@gmail.com.  
 

Prayer Shawl Ministry 

A coordinator is needed for this ministry. Pastor Louise 
Stromberg will provide assistance and training.  Please con-
tact her at 507.452.5156 or clc3.visit@gmail.com. 

Opportunities to Serve 

(Time and Talents) 

mailto:clc3.visit@gmail.com
mailto:Beverly30@charter.net
mailto:Beverly30@charter.net
mailto:clc3.visit@gmail.com
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The Youth have been enjoying the holiday season as of lately. We had a 
Christmas party which consisted of a Christmas Trivia and Christmas 
Balderdash in which winners got to take home some small prizes. 
 

The confirmation students and youth went Christmas  
Caroling on December 20th to spread some holiday cheer within our com-
munity. 
 

We will have a short break from Youth with the holidays of Christmas 
and New Year’s Eve, but on Saturday January 6th, we look for an oppor-
tunity to visit Our Savior Lutheran in Spring Valley, MN to hear the wit-
ness of AGAPE! Agape, also known as David Scherer is a Christian rap-
per. He has done a lot of work with the ELCA and will be performing at 
the National Youth Gathering in Houston this summer which our kids will 
be attending! 

“We are ‘Central’ to Winona, disciples of Jesus living a vibrant faith.” 

259 W. Wabasha       Winona, MN 55987       www.CentralLutheranChurch.org       507.452.5156 

Youth News 

From Pastor Louise 

Winter Renewal 
White winter blanket covers the ground 

Hiding the brokenness and stilling all sound. 
Now the earth sleeps ‘neath its bed of snow 

As the work of renewal take place below.   
 

Silvery branches glisten in the sun,  
Displaying the artwork our Lord God has done. 
Frosty white windows & branches bent low 

Touched by God's paintbrush are set all aglow. 
 

Clear bright stars in the winter skies 

Shine down upon us drawing heavenward our eyes. 
Such beauty calls us in our haste to pause 

And consider the One who this glory did cause.   
 

The hope of tomorrow is held in God’s hands 

Our Creator forever with us will stand.     
Winter’s grey days will come to an end 

Bringing the promise of springtime again. 
  
Our hustle and bustle are brought to a halt 
When reminded by God what life’s all about. 
This season of Christmas is his doing too 

God’s Son came to redeem us and make our souls new. 
 

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year 
©Louise E. Stromberg 2007 

 

In this holy season, I want to wish all of the people of  
Central Lutheran God’s peace and blessings.  I share this 
poem with you in hopes that it will remind you of the love 
of God that we celebrate at Christmas.  May the spirit of 
Christmas renew your heart and soul so you have the 
strength and energy to go into the new year. 
 

Thank you for welcoming Jim and I into your midst during 
this last year.  We are grateful for the many blessings and 
words of care and concern you have expressed to us.  We 
look forward to serving in the year ahead.   
 

During January and February, Pastor Linda Helberg will be 
covering the visitations and doing the nursing home ser-
vices.  We look forward to seeing you again in March.   
 

Peace, Pastor Louise 
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EPIPHANY TEA

SUNDAY, JANUARY 7 AT 3PM

CLC Ladies – join us for a FREE ev ent ful l of tea & talking 

to mark the start of Epiphany!


