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Weekly TV Broadcast 

Mondays, 7:00 p.m. Charter Channel 986 

Wednesdays, 5:00 p.m. HBC Channel 20 

“We are ‘Central’ to Winona, disciples of Jesus living a vibrant faith.” 

February 2018 

259 W. Wabasha       Winona, MN 55987       www.CentralLutheranChurch.org       507.452.5156 

Epiphany = AHA! 
 

 I have to say, like most, my ego is delighted to hear that a sermon is     
appreciated. Many of you have been complimentary - thanks. But a real 
Epiphany is when the light goes on and you are forever changed. Epipha-
ny is when the world sees Jesus as King and therefore follows Him where 
it is scary, expensive and uncomfortable to go. Epiphany is when we see 
the status, lifestyle or struggles of others and understand them better. 
Epiphany is the light going on and realizing that we have been wrong. And 
once that light is on - there is no going back. We cannot “unsee”. So, my 
dear friends, my question to you is this - did you simply agree with what I 
said? Or did you CHANGE? Did you stop doing something? Or did you 
sacrifice something to donate somewhere? Did you reach out to someone 

different? When you hear the gospel - does it matter on Monday? Tuesday? Wednesday? If your 
heart is moved by a struggle that we are in, can you make a promise to do one thing to help change 
it? Write to a representative. Donate the equivalent of a spring outfit that you don’t need to Lutheran 
Social Services for their immigrant services. Contact that lonely person. Welcome the stranger. 
Speak up when you hear abuse. Settle a difference with a family member or friend. I know it is not 
easy. I know I would rather sit back with my cat, Rahab, knit, watch Call the Midwife or talk to my 
friends about how someone else is wrong, or how someone else should fix things. I want to tsk tsk 
and shake my head rather than give up my time or money or risk anything. But, we are called. So 
shine on, my dear friends. Let your light so shine that the world will actually be better because you 
follow Jesus.  
 

See Thru the Scriptures Class! 
 Feel free to join us anytime! If you have missed some or can’t get to class - There will be au-
dio tapes of the lectures available in the library. Please listen to them there and do not take them 
home!  
 

New Members! 
 New member orientation was Sunday January 28th at 11:30 AM. We will be receiving them, 
Sunday, February 18th.  

Pastor Jan Mehlhoff 
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Upcoming Events 

The FEAST 

Wednesdays 5:00- 6:15 p.m., Grace Hall 
See Menus in the Notices section of this newsletter. 
 

“See Through the Scriptures” with Pr. Jan 

Thursdays, 1:00 p.m. or 6:00 p.m., Green Room 

If you enjoyed “The Bible in an Hour”, join me for See Through 
the Scriptures in Epiphany. We will have seven sessions at 1:00 
p.m. and REPEATED at 6:00 p.m. on Thursdays beginning Janu-
ary 4th. You can choose to attend at 1:00 or 6:00 (or switch back 
and forth according to your schedule!) While materials are not 
necessary, you may wish to purchase them as the timeline itself is 
worth the price. A packet including the Timeline, student book 
and questions and answers is $20. Please let the office know if 
you would like us to order you a set.  
 

Afternoon Cards/Games Fun  
Fri., Feb. 2, 1:00 pm– 4:00 p.m., Grace Hall 
We are going to have a few hours of fun. We will be playing 
cards and/or games from 1:00 pm to 4:00 pm. Coffee and treats 
will be served. If weather is poor, contact Carol Wadewitz at 
507.454.3502 or Sherry Brickner at 507.459.7628. 
 

CLC Book Group      
Mon., Feb. 5 and 19, 9:30 a.m., Library 

We are reading Max Lucado's book "Grace". In the first 3 chap-
ters we explored God's aggressive forgiveness that we call grace. 
Barabbas was set free by the crowd.  We are set free by Jesus 
death and resurrection. Join us in our discussion about this book 
of hope and encouragement. If you have questions, contact Gayle 
Garrity at 507.961.0465.  
 

Congregational Annual Meeting  
Sun., Feb. 11, 11:30 a.m., Grace Hall  
Agendas are posted throughout the building. Annual Reports will 
be available after Feb. 2nd. 
 

 

 

 

ASH Wednesday 

Wed., Feb. 14, 6:30 p.m. 
Ash Wednesday is a solemn day of prayer that begins the sea-
son of Lent. On this day we confess our sin in a litany of re-
pentance. During Lent's forty days we are invited to carry out 
the Lenten discipline, practices of fasting, prayer, and works of 
love, even as we accompany people around the world who are 
preparing for baptism at Easter. 
 

Parents’ Night Out!  
ELCA Youth Gathering Fundraiser 

Sat., Feb. 17, 4:00 – 7:30 p.m., Central Lutheran Church 

See page 6 for details 

 

Reception of New Members  
Sun., Feb. 18, 8:00 am & 10:30 am worship services  
Contact Marylou Hurley at 507.454.5899 for more information. 
 

Prayers for Healing 

Sun., Feb. 18, 8:00 and 10:30 a.m., worship services 

Prayers for healing are offered each third Sunday of the month 
in Holy Spirit Chapel (left) during communion. At any time 
before or after you commune you are invited to join the pastor 
in prayer for healing for yourself or someone else. 
 

Adult Forum: You Are the Way Devotional Study 

Sun. Starting Feb. 18, 9:15 am, Library 

In the Gospel of John, Jesus describes himself with a series of 
“I am” statements: “I am the light of the world,” “I am the 
good shepherd,” “I AM,” and so on. This beautiful, full-color 
devotional explores one or more “I am” sayings of Jesus during 
each week in Lent. Each reading is accompanied by a photo, a 
quote to ponder, reflection, and prayer. The accessible and col-
orful format makes it easy to incorporate a simple Christian 
observance into your Lenten journey. We will be using this 
study for Lent. Join us for conversation and learning. 
 

Prime Rib/Shrimp Scampi Dinner 
Youth Fundraiser– 2018 Mission Trip 

Sun., Mar. 18, 6:00 p.m., $30/person 

See page 6 for details 

Have you seen or heard “WELCA” mentioned and wondered 
what it is? WELCA is short for Women of the ELCA (the wom-
en’s ministry organization of the ELCA). Women’s ministry at 
Central Lutheran has used various names over the years. Our 
current name is “Women of the ELCA at Central Lutheran 
Church.” Why? One reason is WELCA acknowledges our con-
nection to a wider community. The term might be new to some of 
us, but it is familiar to many congregations. WELCA groups meet 
in about 7,000 locations in the U.S. and the Caribbean! 
Our purpose is: “As a community of women created in the image 
of God, called to discipleship in Jesus Christ, and empowered by 
the Holy Spirit, we commit ourselves to grow in faith, affirm our 
gifts, support one another in our callings, engage in ministry and 
action, and promote healing and wholeness in the church, the 
society, and the world.” Watch for magnets with the purpose 
statement created by Sally Benston and available to all members.  
 

What does WELCA look like here? All women are welcome. 
Events included the November kick-off event, the Christmas 
Bake Sale and Lunch, and the Epiphany Tea - each organized by 
committees of volunteers. WELCA supports church ministries, 
including a recent $1000 contribution to the youth director fund 
and a $1000 contribution towards mortgage reduction. Last fall 
we offered subscriptions for WELCA’s Gather magazine to all 
women in the congregation.  
The board (elected members and representatives of our circles 
and quilters) meets once a month. More events are in the works 
for this year involving service, fellowship, and faith building. If 
there is interest, we could create new circles. Please watch for 
these opportunities, and please let us know what you want 
WELCA at Central Lutheran to involve (contact Sylvia Wedul 
Pecsenye, Sally Benston, Grace Schueler, or Greta Poser). We 
are aware that women’s ministry is not a one-size-fits-all activity 
and welcome new ideas!  

WELCA– What is it? 
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Welcoming All Growing Faith 

Engaging Worship Compassionate Service 

Notices 

The FEAST 

Thanks to all the many folks that make the Feast possible-

our committee, our cooks, our kitchen staff of dishwashers 
and set-up/cleanup, and our many community members 
that have volunteered to join this ministry and help serve.  
WSU students and WSHS athletes have helped served in 
January-thanks so much! If you are interested in helping, 
please email Kelly Dicke at clcoperations3@gmail.com. 
We can use drivers to take meals to homebound members.   

Join us for some great home-cooked meals and the best 
fellowship you will find at your Wednesday supper table.    

The February Menu is:  

 2/07: Pulled Pork BBQ Sandwiches 

 2/14: Turkey on a Biscuit 

 2/21: Hamburger Gravy over Mashed Potatoes 

 2/28: Taco Salad 

 

New Hearing Assistance Devices Available 

Thanks to your generous donations, we now have new 
hearing assistance devices. These lightweight packs with 
comfortable in-ear bud are available inside the main sanc-
tuary door (next to the artwork). We replaced the transmit-
ter and purchased four new receivers.  
Enjoy! 

Council Update 

Council meeting December 19, 2017 

Present: Pastor Mehlhoff, Judy Davis, Gayle Garrity, Paul 
Ness, Marie Holmquist, Carol Kramer, Dian Biesanz – Ste-
ve Hacken not present. 
Meeting called to order by President Judy Davis at 6:00 
P.M. 
Prayer led by Pastor Mehlhoff 
November council minutes, Treasure’s report, staff reports 
and committee reports were all presented for approval and 
approved. 
Pastor Mehlhoff presented: Updated child protection policy 
and training with regard to this policy. Council approved 
the updated policy and this policy will be put in the policy 
handbook as written. 
Also present by Pastor Mehlhoff was the Respectful Work-
place Policy which replaces the former harassment section 
of the handbook. Council approved this policy as well. 
Staff salaries recommended by the personnel committee 

were presented and accepted by council. 
Pastor Mehlhoff presented a temporary job description for 
Erik Floan; Erik has taken on the leadership role of the 
Wednesday night workshop (confirmation) group as well as 
other defined duties of worship, music and arts. This job 
description will be reviewed when new Pastor is hired. 
Discussion of the wish list, with purchase of a projector 
being moved to the top of the list. 
Call committee has requested copy of the compensation 
package for new pastor which we will provide to them. 
2018 budget will be discussed more in detail at the January 
council meeting when year-end figures are in. 
Agenda for annual meeting will be drawn up by Pastor Jan, 
Judy and Gayle. Steve will work on nomination presenta-
tion for open officer and foundation positions. 
Motion to adjourn made by Dian, second by Marie passed. 
Closed session      
Dian Biesanz, Secretary   

 

Ash Wednesday is a solemn day of prayer that be-

gins the season of Lent. On this day we confess our 

sin in a litany of repentance. During Lent's forty 

days we are invited to carry out the Lenten disci-

pline, practices of fasting, prayer, and works of love, 

even as we accompany people around the world 

who are preparing for baptism at Easter. 

 

mailto:clcoperations3@gmail.com
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Winona Warming Center 
We are still looking for volunteers on Tuesdays and    
Thursdays to help with picking up dirty laundry at the 
Warming Center, dropping off at Winona ORC, picking up 
clean laundry, and dropping the clean laundry off at the 
Warming Center. If you are interested in helping out please 
email ljohnson@ccsomn.org.  The Warming Center        
appreciates all of the donations that the community pro-
vides to help support the Center. We are overstocked on 
material donations, but can always use monetary donations 
and gift cards to grocery stores. As the Warming Center is 
only open at night, donations would need to be dropped off 
from 9 p.m.-10 p.m. or can call 507.458.9197 to set up 
time to meet the Coordinator at the Center. If interested in 
providing a home cooked meal that too can be dropped off 
between 9 p.m.-  10 p.m.         
  
Seeking Worship Video Recording Helpers 

Central seeks one or two volunteers to help video record 
Sunday worship for broadcast on local cable television. We 
can teach you how to run the equipment. Commitment: 
Record a Sunday 8:00 or 10:30 a.m. service once a month 
(we have a rotation so you don't have to do every Sun-
day!).  Contact Erik Floan  
 

Seeking Confirmation Guides & Mentors 

Do you love God? Do you like kids? Are you willing to 
help make Central’s Confirmation interesting, exciting, 
relevant, and deep? Adults serving as Guides become men-
tors, listeners, prayer warriors, advocates, and coach-
es. They do not “teach” the lessons, but through small 
group time and personal relationship help young people 
translate them into valuable faith experiences. 
Commitment: Wednesdays 6:30-8:00 p.m. You do not 
need to have kids in the program to be a guide. In fact, sea-
soned adults (older than me?) make excellent 
Guides. Contact Erik Floan CLCmusic3@gmail.com    

Building Fund 

Gifts to the Building Fund in December totaled 
$1,113.00. The mortgage payment was $3,146. Please 
help with an extra gift to ensure that we meet our 
mortgage obligations and keep other ministries and 
programs strong. Our remaining mortgage balance is 
only $378,886.60 and we want it to keep decreas-
ing! Make your check payable to CLC Building Fund, 
or set up an automatic monthly gift with the form 
available on our website or in the church office. Thank 
you! 

 

Help Fund a New Projector 
Our little faithful portable video projector is used every 
week at Wednesday Night Workshop. But…  It’s near-
ly as old as the participants! And we have to turn the 
lights off to see it.  (If you saw the Luther movie at 
CLC, you know we had to pay to rent a suitable projec-
tor.) It’s time for an upgrade! We seek supporters/
donors to fund a new, high-beam, wireless digital pro-
jector which would be available to all CLC groups but 
primarily used by WNW, Sunday School, & Youth 
Ministry. Cost is about $1,200. Can you help? A dozen 
$100 donations would cover it. Questions? Speak with 
Erik Floan: CLCmusic3@gmail.com   

Opportunities to Serve Opportunities to Give 

“We are ‘Central’ to Winona, disciples of Jesus living a vibrant faith.” 

 259 W. Wabasha       Winona, MN 55987       www.CentralLutheranChurch.org       507.452.5156 

Library News 

Thank you for your support of the book sale in conjunction 
with the December bake sale held at church. A total of 
$37.00 was raised which will be used to help remodel and 
update the library. 
The books in the library have been categorized and are in 
the process of being placed back on the shelves.  
New shelf labels are being prepared to help the library be-
come more user friendly. 
The lace Lord’s Prayer (that was hanging where Martin and 
Katie Luther have now taken up residence) has been  

 

moved into the library.  
A new paint color has been chosen for the walls and door 
frames. 
Items of historical importance to our church will eventually 
find their home in a future archival space in the library. 
Please feel free to take a peek in the library to see our pro-
gress.  
Please contact Sue Jensen at 507.459.4711 if you would like 
to help with this project.  
Two new additions are The Lutheran Study Bible and a 
beautiful Martin Luther book. 

mailto:ljohnson@ccsomn.org
mailto:CLCmusic3@gmail.com?subject=WNW%20Guide
mailto:CLCmusic3@gmail.com
mailto:CLCmusic3@gmail.com
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Mission: Provide the building blocks of child care  
by creating learning opportunities infused with faith while supporting the whole family 

Questions, please contact us…                      Phone 507.452.5493                                      Email: childclc@hbci.com  

Making Memories  
with our youngest  

community members! 
 

Here are pictures of your  
Child Care Center Ministry  

 
 

  

February 2018 

     Happy Valentine’s Day!   
 

Central Lutheran Church Child Care Center  
says LOVE by... 

If you ordered Butter Braids ...VALENTINES’s DAY is 
the day to pick them up at the church!!! 

Show your LOVE this February 14, 2018,  
Like the Kid’s at Central Child Care with a 

TREAT, by SHARING your love and by  
SMILING all day long. 

Sharing a Friendly SMILE!. 

Sharing a Birthday TREAT.             SHARING TOYS! 
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Our Youth enjoyed their holiday break and we’re ready for the new 
year of youth! We celebrated the Christmas season with some trivia, 
Christmas Caroling, and even had a few high school youth serve to 
decorate the sanctuary for Christmas Eve service. 

In January, I took two of our high school youth to go see Agape & 
Poet Joe Davis perform in Spring Valley, MN. We had a chance to 
meet with Dave Scherer & Joe Davis before, during, and after the 
service and what an energy those guys bring! It was truly a one of a 
kind witness. Their worship service was engaging, insightful, and 
fun. We look forward to seeing Agape & Joe Davis in Houston this 
summer! 

For the National Youth Gathering in Houston, we are taking 8 of our 
youth down in June 2018! We are still working to raise money for the 
trip because it costs about $1500 per kid so every bit of money helps! 
We are going to hold a fundraiser once a month until our trip this 
summer. Our next fundraiser will be a Parent’s Night Out on February 
17th to provide a date night for parents on Valentines weekend. 

“We are ‘Central’ to Winona, disciples of Jesus living a vibrant faith.” 

 259 W. Wabasha       Winona, MN 55987       www.CentralLutheranChurch.org       507.452.5156 

Youth News/ Events 

Parents’ Night Out! 

Saturday February 17, 2018 

4:00 – 7:30 p.m. 
Central Lutheran Church 

An ELCA Youth Gathering Fundraiser 

Parents: Adult Leaders and High School Youth will take 
care of your children while you enjoy a night out! Go to 
dinner, see a movie, have an evening to yourselves all 

while helping support our ELCA Youth Gathering  
participants! 

Kids: We’re going to have a great night! Eat pizza! Make a 
craft! Play games! Watch a movie! 

If your child is under the age of 3, you will need to bring 
your own food. Other than that, Parent’s Night Out is    

prepared for ALL ages!!!  

Cost: $40 per child ($10 for each additional child in a family). 

To sign-up: Contact Youth Director Evan Fitzsimmons at 
828-231-8244 or clc3.youth@gmail.com by February 14th. 

 

mailto:clc3.youth@gmail.com
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Welcoming All Growing Faith 

Engaging Worship Compassionate Service 

From Pastor Corrine— Winona Lutheran Campus Center 

Shortly after Christmas, I received an email from an alumna, Nikki 
Wahl. Nikki served in various student leader positions at the Lutheran 
Campus Center during her time in Winona, including president, and 
graduated from Winona State University in May 2016. 
 

This year, Nikki is serving in Mexico as a young adult in global mis-
sion (YAGM) through the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
(ELCA). From the ELCA's website: "A year of service through the 
YAGM program invites young adults to become the hands and feet of 
Jesus in the world, providing critical support to ministries and projects 
in communities of need." 

 

We sent Nikki's care package earlier this fall after she had arrived at her 
host family's home in Mexico. Tucked into the package was a prayer 
shawl, made by one of the women at St. John's Lutheran Church in 
Kasson, MN. I chose a purple and cream-colored one for Nikki, since 
purple is her favorite color. Thankfully, she received the package not 
too long after we mailed it. 
 

Nikki's email two days after Christmas contained a story about her shawl, which I joyfully and humbly share with you 
now: 
 

"The shawl that you and the LCC sent me is absolutely beautiful, and I love it. Most days it keeps my feet warm at night; 
it gets pretty cold here. (Who knew Mexico was so cold? Not like Minnesota, of course, but cold even for my standards!) 
Anyways, for Christmas, my family and I went to a remote town in the mountains. I was told to pack plenty of warm 
clothing, so I packed my shawl. 
Here in Mexico, the shawl is called a reboso. Rebosos are quite popular in the mountain and older women crowds. I am 
neither, so I was a little odd when I put it on at the Posada on Christmas Eve. I didn't care. I was warm and looked fabu-
lous, in my opinion. 
 

There is a beautiful tie for me between Mexico and my shawl, and that is 

the reboso. 
 

I should also explain what a Posada is...it is a reenactment and celebration of the journey Mary and Joseph took to find 
shelter for the birth of Jesus. People from far away go outside and sing to people inside, asking for entrance. The people 
inside say "no" several times, then finally, "yes," and we go inside to sing some more, then eat, eat, EAT. 
 

Having the shawl around me for the experience was magical, like I had the LCC and the woman who made my reboso 
hugging me the whole time." 
 

Thank you, Nikki, for sharing this touching story with us and for all of you have given shawls/rebosos and quilts to our 
LCC community. 
 

May each of you be wrapped with the Love of God, knowing that whether we call it a shawl, or a reboso, we are con-
nected in the great tapestry of God's kin-dom as siblings, sisters, brothers. 
 

With a thankful heart,  
Pastor Corrine on behalf of the LCC 
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“We are ‘Central’ to Winona, disciples of Jesus living a vibrant faith.” 
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Financial Report 

Operating Fund 

Jan-Dec 2017 

Total Income:  $574,524 

Total Expenses:  $592,309  

 

Offering Goal January $36,483.75  
Thank you for your support of Central’s ministry. 

 

Mortgage  
Monthly payments for interest and principal  
December:            $3,146 

Gifts for Building Fund December:     
$1,113.00 

Gifts for additional mortgage principal reduction  
December:        $20,540.00 

Mortgage principal balance on Jan:              
$378,886.60 

 

Gifts in memory or honor of someone 

MEMORIALS DECEMBER 16-2017 THRU  
JANUARY 17- 2018                                      

YOUTH  
Memory of Steven Wilmot 
Given By:  Myrna Olson, Jerry Whetstone, Don & Joan 
Klagge, Marian Mason, Daniel & Suzanne Parker, 
Geraldine Williams, Bev Spande, Bill & Judy Davis 

Memory of Marilyn Hansen  
Given By: Patricia Peterson, Richard & Mary Louise Bay-
lon, Tom & Chris Wilmot, Don & Donna Peterson, Bev 
Spande, Geneive Kahl, Geraldine Taylor, Grace Reed, 
James & Gretchen Erwin, Steve & Angela Stephenson, 
Gayle Goetzman, Patricia Mason, Stuart Poljack, Betty Do-
lentz, Audey Urness, Scott & Karen Bunkowski, Eileen & 
Michael Amundson, Hansen Family 

CHILD CARE  
Memory of Rita Lehnertz 

Given By: Jami Severson, Terri Kersting, Janet Yotter, Su-
san Jensen, Molly Lohnes, Wayne Erdmann, Kathy Hovell, 
James & Mary Yahnke, Roger & Jolene Ressie, Joseph or 
Shayna Dais, Robert Rusher, Donald & Donna Peterson, 
Donna Peterson, Geraldine Williams, Linda Bouck, Thom-
as & Karen Hemker, Richard & Gayle Garrity, David & 
Mary Heise, Mary Parham, Kevin & Patricia Haessig, 
Arlyn & Connie Picken, LouAnne Schwarz, Robert Smith, 
Patti Mueller, Cary & Susan Kronebusch, Richard & Sha-
ron Beyer, Steven & Judy Ellinghuysen, Larry Greden, Ka-
ren Moger, Nicole Lebakken, Darlene Ritter, Lehnertz 
Family  
CHILD CARE 

Given By: Joan Roessler 
MISSIONS 

Memory of Marilyn Hansen 

Given By: Arnold & Alanna Fenske 

FEAST 

Memory of Marilyn Hansen 

Given By: Tom & Chris Wilmot 
Memory of Rita Lehnertz 

Given By: Dwight & Gay Casper, John & Patricia Brandt, 
LaVern & Nancy Hauschildt, Beverly Spande, 
Katherine Kulas, MaryLou Judge 

MORTAGE PRINCIPAL ADDITIONAL 

Memory of Wilmot 
Given By Ardyce & Jerry Paulson  
Memory of Marilyn Hansen 

Given By: Marlene Martin  
DONATIONS 

THRIVENT CHOICE DOLLARS 

Don & Donna Peterson 

Worship and Welcome Committee 

Seeks Your Feedback 

Through surveys and forums in 2017, four aspects of worship were identified as important to our congregation: singable 
songs and hymns, a wide variety of music and styles, special music (solos, ensembles, choirs), and the volume of our 
beloved organ. The Worship and Welcome Committee began a quarterly survey effort in August to gather ongoing feed-
back regarding these aspects of worship. In November, a brief survey was sent to a second sample of 15 member house-
holds with an effort to reach a cross section of the congregation. Eight were returned (thank you!). Findings from the 
November survey responses included: (1) a majority were pleased with singable and familiar hymns; (2) an appreciation 
for how music relates to the Scripture readings and church history; and (3) a continued desire for a variety of music and 
special music (such as soloists, duets, and quartets).  
Surveys will be mailed to a new group of 10-20 members in February. If you receive a survey, we value your response. 
If you do not receive a survey this month, members of the Worship and Welcome Committee still invite your input. 
Thank you for your help in creating a meaningful worship experience. 
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