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Greetings in the name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 
This month marks an historic milestone for those who are a part of the Lutheran branch of 
the Christian faith.  On October 31st we mark the 500th Anniversary of Martin Luther’s 
posting of the 95 thesis on the door of the church in Wittenberg.  This act, meant to invite 
debate on these problems Luther saw in the practices of the faith in the Roman Church, set 

off the Reformation movement which changed our world forever.   
Thanks to the invention of the printing press and Luther’s prolific ability to write and 

translate the scriptures, the Reformation sparked significant changes in the lives of the people.  What Luther 
intended as an attempt to reform the Church to practices more in keeping with the Scriptures became a 
movement that created numerous ways of practicing the Christian faith in what we now call “denominations” 
of the church.   
It is very interesting that after 500 years, the Lutheran Church and the Roman Catholic Church have resolved 
many of the issues that tore the church apart.  The spirit of ecumenical cooperation has shown itself in many 
of the celebrations being planned in this coming month.  Watch for opportunities to join in the marking of 
this historic occasion.  Elsewhere in this newsletter and in our bulletins you will find mention of those in our 
area.  Our Root River Conference will be gathering on Sunday, October 29th at 3:00 p.m. at Christ Lutheran 
in Preston. 
I hope many of you got the opportunity to see the special on PBS on Martin Luther.  It was a very good 
presentation of Luther’s life and the reasons for his challenges to the Roman Catholic Church of his day.  If 
you missed it there are still opportunities for viewing it on line.   
I look forward to continuing my work with you at Central.  During the next few weeks we will be welcoming 
our bridge interim, Pastor Jan Mehlhoff.  I will help her as she completes prior commitments and settles into 
life at Central.  I plan to continue with the 9th grade confirmation class as they complete this significant step 
in their lives of affirming their faith and being confirmed.  After the month of October, I will settle back into 
my role as Visitation Pastor.  Pastor Linda and I are looking forward to bringing Holy Communion to our 
shut-ins as we approach the holiday seasons.   

May God bless you in the coming months. 

Peace, Pastor Louise  
Pastor Louise Stromberg 

Acting Interim Directing Pastor 
Central Lutheran Church, Winona, MN 

Pastor Louise Stromberg 
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Welcoming All Growing Faith 

Engaging Worship Compassionate Service 

Upcoming Events 

Adult Forum- By Heart: Conversations with Martin 
Luther’s Small Catechism 

Sundays September 10 thru October 29 (no session on 
10/22) at 9:15 am, Library 

This study of Martin Luther's Small Catechism examines 
the Small Catechism as a historical, confessional document 
rich with history and applicable to life today. The book fol-
lows the order of Martin Luther's Small Catechism and is 
enriched with images that connect the text to history and 
also to life today. It provides an initial point from which to 
jump into the rich history of the person of Martin Luther, 
beginning with one of his most appreciated works.  
 

The FEAST 

Wednesdays 5:00- 6:15pm, Grace Hall 
 

Blessing of the Animals  
Sun., Oct. 1, after the 10:30 am service 

Central’s Blessing of the Animals (in honor of St. Francis) 
takes place Sunday, October 1 after the 10:30 am service. 
Pets are welcome in worship at both services (cats should 
be in carriers; dogs leashed, other pets in cages). Or, you 
may stop by with your pet after worship for a blessing. Wa-
ter and treats will be provided in the narthex. Stuffed ani-
mals and/or photos of pets are also welcome. Animals and 
owners will be invited to join the closing procession at 
worship, and gather outside for the Blessing. 

 

Reception of New Members  
Sun, Oct. 8, 8:00 am & 10:30 am worship services  
Contact Marylou Hurley at 454.5899 for more information. 
 

CLC Book Group  

Mon., Oct. 9th & Oct. 23rd, 9:30am- 10:30am, Library  
We continue to read "Martin Luther" by Martin Marty. We 
will be reading chapter two, Defining the Life of Faith, 
1520-1525. Martin Marty explores Luther's search for not 
only the grace of God but the assurance that it is directed 
toward each individual. All are welcome to join us. 
 

Prayers for Healing 

Sun., Oct. 15, 8:00 am & 10:30 am worship services 

Prayers for healing are offered each third Sunday of the 
month in Holy Spirit Chapel (left) during communion. At 
any time before or after you commune you are invited to 
join the pastor in prayer for healing for yourself or some-
one else.  
 

 

 

 

Martin Luther: The Idea that Changed the World  
Sun., Oct. 15, 4 pm, Grace Hall  
Bring your family and friends for a FREE showing of this 
new feature length film. Popcorn, cookies and coffee will 
be provided. The movie will be introduced by Erik Hein-
richs, a WSU professor who has special interest in the his-
tory of the Reformation. He will also be available for ques-
tions after the film. This entertaining and informative new 
film follows the great adventure story of Luther’s life. It’s 
packed with political intrigue, kidnappings, secret hideouts, 
and life-or-death showdowns. Perhaps you can relate to 
Luther’s struggles with important questions about life, such 
as, “Who am I?”, “What is my purpose?”, and “How do I 
get right with God?” Filmed in historic locations across 
Europe, this movie brings Luther’s story to life with ex-
quisite attention to detail. The opportunity to view this 
movie was made possible by the CLCW who have gra-
ciously paid the licensing fee required for permission to 
present the movie. 
 

Luther Talk 

Sun., Oct. 22, 9:15-10:15 am, Grace Hall 
Erik Heinrichs plans to talk about things that people might 
not know about Martin Luther. Erik will give a brief over-
view of Martin Luther’s importance and the usual stories 
about him, but also aims to give some new historical per-
spectives.  
 

Earl "Bud" Stevens 90th Birthday Open House 

Sunday, October 22nd, 1-4pm. Town of Buffalo Hall, Bluff 
Siding Park 

Light lunch, cake, and refreshments will be served. No 
Gifts please. Your presence is gift enough! Questions? Call 
Jackie 507-459-5991 or Sue 507-452-7711 

 

Confirmation 

Sun, Oct. 29, 10:30 am, worship 

 

Bach Society of MN Concert 
Sun, Oct 29, 3 pm, Sanctuary 

 

500th Anniversary Celebration on Reformation 
Sunday 

Sun, Oct. 29, 3 pm, Christ Lutheran Church in Preston  
This Reformation Celebration will help people of all ages 
understand the meaning of the Lutheran Reformation and 
celebrate this great heritage of the Christian church. The 
Reformation Celebration will include a worship service 
with great music, a guest speaker, a Martin & Katie Luther 
skit, and a creative blend of food sampling and learning 
called the “Table Talk Feast.” Sponsored by the Root River 
Conference of the Southeastern Minnesota Synod. 

tel:%28507%29%20459-5991
tel:%28507%29%20452-7711
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Events/Notices 

*ELCA Youth Gathering 

June 27-July 1, 2018, Houston, Texas. 
This is open to youth who are currently in grades 7-11 
(grades 8-12 in 2017-18). Discounted registration is avail-
able Sept. 15-Nov. 15, 2017. Contact Evan Fitzsimmons 
for more information at clc3.youth@gmail.com 

 

“God’s Work. Our Hands.” Sunday 2017 

The day was an opportunity to celebrate who we are in the 
Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America-

one church, freed in 
Christ to serve and 
love our neighbor. 
Thank You to all who 
worked to make our 
community and world 
a better place. Over 
fifty adults and chil-
dren from Central Lu-
theran, Faith Lutheran, 
Cedar Valley Lutheran and the Lutheran Campus Center 
participated! Special acknowledgement to the support of 
Thrivent Financial 
 

Library Task Force   
We are hoping to "revitalize" the library into a used and 
beloved part of the church. The library is currently used by 
book group, WNW, Sunday morning Adult forum and var-
ious meetings but it needs some organizing and updating. 
If you are interested in helping, please contact Sue Jenson 
at 507-459-4711.  
 

Get Involved 

On Saturday, October 7th, 2017 Feed My Starving Chil-
dren (a Christian nonprofit hunger relief organization that 
provides food to help communities in developing countries 
become self-sustaining) will be packing meals at RiverStar 
Inc., 1705 Wilkie Dr. Winona.  Missions Committee has 
pledged $400.00 to help fund the meals that will be packed 
that day. We are looking for 14-16 volunteers to assist in 
packing these meals from 1:00 - 3:00 P.M. A sign-up sheet 
will be available on the counter in the Narthex and for 
more information contact Bev Spande at 452-6411. Thank 
you, Social Concerns/Missions Committee. 
 

Women of ELCA (WELCA) 
Hope you have had a chance to sign-up. To welcome all 
women of Winona Lutheran Church we are offering to 
purchase, for free, a one-year subscription to “Gather 
Magazine”. This is a faith based magazine published 

by the ELCA with articles for women to read and study. 
There will be a sign-up table in the narthex before and af-
ter worship services today. We will need your name and 
address to mail this to your home. If you would like to 
have online access, please include your email. Any ques-
tions, contact Sally Bentson at 507.689.0948. 
 

Disaster Relief for Hurricane Harvey 

Please stand by our neighbors as we begin the long road to 
recovering from Hurricane Harvey, one of the most cata-
strophic storms to hit the country in more than a decade. 
Gifts to Lutheran Disaster Response, designated for 
"Hurricane Response – United States" will be used en-
tirely (100 percent) for this disaster until the response 
is complete. Together, we can help provide immediate and 
long-lasting support. Give today to support the needs in 
this response and others like it.  
Make checks payable to Central Lutheran Church (memo: 
Hurricane Response) and place in the Sunday offering. 
 

Food Basket Update 

August totals:  137 lbs of non-perishable food items and 
$143.00 in cash which converted to 286 lbs. Our total for 
August was 423 lbs bringing our grand total to 3376 lbs. 
Thank you for helping to stamp out hunger. By Social 
Concerns/Missions Committee.   
 

Fall Stewardship 

The fall stewardship appeal will kick off in October, but 
here are a couple of key dates to save: Sunday, November 
12, 2017 and Sunday, November 19, 2017. Intent cards 
will be collected on November 12th, and then everyone is 
invited to a celebration brunch on November 19th.  See you 
there! 
 

Engaging Children in Worship 

To engage children in worship more and educate them 
about church we offer "Worship Notes" for kids ages 5-12. 
You can find one copy in each of the busy bags with addi-
tional copies near the Huff St. doors. Kids who completely 
fill them out during service can bring them to the back 
near the Huff St. doors after service to receive a prize! 
Make sure to come up for children's time so you can fill 
that part out too! 
 

Devotional Readings Available 

Strengthen your faith every day! Pick up the newest 
“Christ in Our Home” devotional on the information desk 
in the entrance. 

mailto:clc3.youth@gmail.comm
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Notices 

Greet Martin & Katie Luther:  

Come greet Martin and Catie Luther: say hello, ask a ques-
tion, snap a family selfie!  During this Reformation 500 
year, take a moment to learn about the Luther family.  Visit 
the interactive display in the church narthex.  
 

In Concert: SPEAKING TRUTH TO POWER 

Great River Shakespeare Festival &  
Choral Arts Ensemble  
Sunday, October 22, 3:00 pm at Central Lutheran Church 
$25 General.  $5 Student. 
Tickets available www.ChoralArtsEnsemble.org or at the 
door. 

 

Five hundred years ago this fall, Martin Luther risked his 
life to speak truth to power.  So many others—Sir Thomas 
More, Mahatma Gandhi, Martin Luther King, Jr., Susan B 
Anthony—have taken similar courageous stands for integ-
rity.  Through inspiring readings by  Great River Shake-
speare Festival actors, with the collaboration of soloists 
Roy Heilman and Alan Dunbar, and accompanied by cham-
ber orchestra, we will honor these bold and principled voic-
es.  Choral selections will vary widely—from Brit-
ten’s Cantata Misericordium, a setting of the Good Samari-
tan story, to U2’s MLK as arranged for the King’s Singers 

 

 

IN CONCERT: Bach Society of Minnesota 

Baroque Mississippi Diamonds 

Sunday, October 29, 3:00 pm 

Central Lutheran Church 

$25 General.  $20 Senior.  $5 Student. 
Tickets available 
www.bachsocietyMN.org or at the 
door. 
 

Bach Society of Minnesota pre-
sents “Baroque Mississippi Dia-
monds”, seven composers, repre-
senting the furthest reaches of the 
Age of Exploration. Two arias 
by Vivaldi for Venetian opera 

houses, a center of commerce looking east, will be per-
formed by Spanish mezzo-soprano, Nerea Berraondo.  The 
rest of the program will explore the Andean Baroque Route 
of Peru and the music from early Argentine Catholic mis-
sions with compositions by Juan Perez de Bo-
canegra and Domenico Zipoli, before returning to France 
and Germany with the music of Jean-Baptiste 
Stuck and J.S. Bach.  With an incredible 85-year history of 
high-caliber performances, the Bach Society of Minnesota 
is unrivaled in its passion for performing, promoting and 
appreciating timeless music that continues to change our 
world. 
 

The FEAST 

The fall season of the Feast is off the ground! We will be 
serving a home-cooked meal each Wednesday evening 
from 5:00-6:15 in Grace Hall. Come and enjoy fellowship 
and great home cooking, all for a free-will donation. 
The Feast also provides a meal to those who are home-
bound and unable to attend the Feast. If you are in need, 
please call Wendy in the church office so arrangements can 
be made.  452-5156. 
The Feast is able to function through the generous donation 
of volunteer time. If you can help, we have jobs that in-
clude wrapping silverware, setting up the day of, serving, 
cleanup and dishwashing. Each week a Volunteer Trainer 
will be present to organize volunteers and teach the tasks-

nothing is very complicated and you will be supported.  
Come; join a fun group of people living out the mission of 
being Central to Winona! If you are interested, call our vol-
unteer coordinator, Rita Lehnertz at 507-454-4539. 

http://www.ChoralArtsEnsemble.org
http://www.bachsocietyMN.org
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Mission: Provide the building blocks of child care  
by creating learning opportunities infused with faith while supporting the whole family 

Questions, please contact us…                      Phone 507.452.5493                                      Email: childclc@hbci.com  

Making Memories  

with our youngest  

community members! 
 

Here are pictures of your  

Child Care Center Ministry… 

 

 

  

  

  

  

   

October 2017 

Here at Central Lutheran Church 

Child Care Center we say “Thank-
you”.  For the garbage's getting  taken out, the 
floors getting swept and mopped. These cleaning 
jobs get done, not by fairies, but by our wonder-
ful and dedicated Dennis VanDrunen and Karen 
Mills.  They start early each weekday and even 
come to work on the weekends to make sure the 
building is ready for the use of the Child Care 
Center and of Central Lutheran Church and for 
all they do we say, THANK-YOU!! 

 

MILK MOOLA CAPS and  

LABELS help the center  

purchase necessary items 

for safe food handling 

for the children.  These 
milk moola lids really add up.  
Please help our center by plac-
ing your lids and labels in the 
gallon milk  containers by each 
main entryway.   

Celebrating Families and Staff:  We 
Celebrated out First Annual End of the Summer 
Bash at  Sinclair Park.  The families and staff were 

invited to the park to join 
together in a bring-your-
own picnic dinner and the 
Center provided cookies 
for    dessert. It was a per-
fect night for building 
community together with 
our cherished families! 
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From Pastor Corrine— Winona Lutheran Campus Center 

棉花糖: Cotton Candy 
 “Miá n…” “huá …” “táng!” I repeáted the words báck to her. “Miá nhuá  táng! Yes!” She flung her árms open wide ánd láughed, bouncing á little on her heels. She wore á neckláce, which reád, “Sunshine,” ánd I commented on how fit-ting this wás for her. “My mother gáve this to me. She told me I need to cálm down á little, but I ám like, ‘No, I ám me!’” She láughed ágáin ás she recálled how one professor compáred her to á firework.  
 The sunshiny firework’s náme is Kátherine. We met át the Lutherán Cámpus Center’s (LCC) recent Cárnivál, put together by our student leáders. Kátherine is án exchánge student from Chiná ánd will be in Winoná for one yeár. We chátted neár the cotton cándy máchine át the cárnivál ánd táught one ánother how to sáy “cotton cándy” in English ánd Mándárin.  
 I tried to imágine whát it might be like to be in college for the first time. Not only thát, but álso finding oneself far from home in á church párking lot in á smáll town in Minnesotá on á Fridáy evening. Kátherine didn’t just táke it áll in stride; she embráced it with gusto ánd á contágious curiosity. When ánother student from Táiwán ásked if he could máke cotton cándy, she jumped up. “Cán I teách him?” (How could I sáy no?) I stood next to her, táking in the sweet smell of pink vánillá ánd blue ráspberry cotton wisps, listening to the whir of the máchine, láughter, ánd Mándárin, ánd seeing the smiles of students from Chiná, Táiwán, ánd Bláine, MN.  
 Deár friends of the LCC, this is so much more thán cotton cándy. As I told my kids when I got home thát night, it wás á gift to sháre such á mágicál memory with Kátherine. The point wás not to “convince ánd convert,” but to simply sháre the love of God in hospitálity ánd láughter. Perháps thát is whát God’s kingdom is áfter áll- breáking into everydáy lives with sweet surprise.  
 

“How do you say it again? Cotton…?” “Yes,” I replied. “Cotton candy.” She smiled: 
“Candy! Cotton candy…that is hard for me!” “Miánhuā tang” is hard for me!” We 
laughed. Again.  
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Financial Report 

Operating Fund 

Jan-Aug 2017 

Total Income:  $325,039 

Total Expenses:  $384,354 

 

Offering Goal September $36,317.67  
Thank you for your support of Central’s ministry. 
 

Mortgage  
Monthly payments for interest and principal August:     
                   $3,146 

Gifts for Building Fund August:     $838 

Gifts for additional mortgage principal reduction   
August:       $2,100   
Mortgage principal balance on Sept 1:       $391,986 

 

Gifts in memory or honor of someone 

MEMORIALS AUGUST 16-2017 THRU SEP 15, 2017                                          
UNDESIGNATED 

Memory of Merl & Suzanne Hokenstrom  
Given By Jerry Whetstone, Marian Mason,  
Geraldine Williams, Wade Davick, Katherine Kulas 

Memory of June Urness 

Given by Joseph & Shirley Kamrowski  
Memory of  Janice Klebig 

Given By Glen Buege  
Memory of  Emily (Welke) Fifield 

Given by Bev Spande 

MORTGAGE ADDITIONAL PRINCIPAL 

Memory of  Emily (Welke) Fifield 

Given By Wade Davick, Diane Doebbert, Liz & Steve 
Seltz, Deb Wilk, Rosalie Seltz, Tony & Mary Bronk,       
Ed & Vicki Welke, Fred & Cindy Welke 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Memory of Merl & Suzanne Hokenstrom  
Given by Judy Benson 

FEAST 

Memory of June Urness 

Given By Carolyn Larson, Geraldine Williams, Doris      
Laska, Tammy & William Stiever, Margie Brevig 

Memory of Merl & Suzanne Hokenstrom  
Given By Tom & Chris Wilmot 

YOUTH 

Memory of  Karen Grubisch  
Given By Bill & Judy Davis 

Memory of  Emily (Welke) Fifield 

Given By Tom & Chris Wilmot 
TV MINISTRY 

Memory of  Doloris Wedul 
DONATIONS  
Wheel Chair  
Given By Diane Biesanz 

 

Feed My Starving Children 

Lutheran Disaster Relief 
Lutheran World Relief –shipping book bags 
Given By Social Concerns/Missions 

 

Thrivent Choice Dollars 

Thank you to Dave & Sandy Matzke for contributing 
Thrivent Choice Dollars to Central Lutheran Church. 
If you have any Thrivent Choice Dollars considered direct-
ing them to Central Lutheran Church. 
                                                       
Designated gifts AUGUST 1-31 

MISSION - $183 

WORLD HUNGER - $50 

WINONA VOLUNTEER SERVICES - $375 

MUSIC & ARTS $45 

YOUTH - $10 

YOUTH MISSION TRIP -$46 

SUNDAY SCHOOL $5 

FEAST $155 

MEMORIALS - $895 
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Opportunities to Serve 

Share your time & talents 

Seeking Confirmation Guides & Mentors 

Do you love God?  Do you like kids? Are you willing to help make Central’s Confirmation interesting, exciting, rele-
vant, and deep? Adults serving as Guides become mentors, listeners, prayer warriors, advocates, and coaches. They do 
not “teach” the lessons, but through small group time and personal relationship help young people translate them into 
valuable faith experiences. 
Commitment: Wednesdays 6:30-8:00 pm.  You do not need to have kids in the program to be a guide.  In fact, seasoned 
adults (older than me?) make excellent Guides.  Contact Erik Floan CLCmusic3@gmail.com   
Videographers Needed 

The video crew is in need of help videotaping the 8:00 or 10:30 service to be aired on the local cable stations for our 
homebound. If you are interested, please contact the church office at 507.452.5156 or email centluth3@gmail.com.  
Prayer Shawl Ministry 

A coordinator is needed for this ministry. Pastor Louise Stromberg will provide assistance and training.  Please contact 
her at 507.452.5156 or clc3.visit@gmail.com. 
Sunday School Teachers/Helpers Needed 

We are looking for a few additional teachers and helpers for the 2017-2018 school year. If you are interested in helping 
out with Sunday School, please contact Amber Mlynczak at amberfortney@yahoo.com or the church office at 
507.452.5156 for more information.  
Quilting 

Currently, we have sewn/tied 311 quilts and shipped 220 for Lutheran World Relief. Do you like to quilt or sew? Please 
come and help make quilts. You can come either on Tuesday morning or sew in your own home. Contact Donna Peter-
son at 507.454.3010 or Nancy Schneider at 507.454.1798. 
Welcome and Worship Committee 

Looking for one new member! Join the welcome and worship committee to provide welcome and hospitality for our 
members and visitors, maintain a vibrant and consistent worship volunteer effort and help in facilitating input and feed-
back from the congregation regarding our worship and music experience. Other members of this committee include five 
other members of the congregation, the directing pastor and the director of worship, music and arts. We meet one even-
ing a month plus other events we facilitate.  If you are interested, contact Gayle Garrity 507.961.0465 to find out more.   
Technology Committee  
To help review the church’s hardware and software and align the church needs with current technology, a new technolo-
gy committee has been formed. We currently have three volunteers and are looking for one more for a two-year term. 
For more information, please contact Kelly Dicke at clc3.operations@gmail.com. 
Visiting the Shut-Ins 

Lay Eucharistic Ministers visit our shut-ins on a regular basis, bringing Holy Communion through the elements that 
have been blessed in our worship services.  If you are feeling the Holy Spirit tug at your heart to get involved in service 
at Central, we could use your help with making monthly visits to a shut-in or two. Training will be provided to those 
who are interested.  The next meeting of Lay Ministers is scheduled for August 2nd at 4:00 in the CLC library. Please 
contact Chris Wilmot at 507.452.6961 or Pastor Louise Stromberg at clc3.visit@gmail.com. 
 

 

 

 

 

Welcoming All Growing Faith 

Engaging Worship Compassionate Service 

Continued on page 9 

mailto:CLCmusic3@gmail.com
mailto:clc3.visit@gmail.com
mailto:clc3.operations@gmail.com
mailto:clc3.visit@gmail.com
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Central Lutheran Church Council Meeting, Tuesday, September 19, 2017 

Present: Judy Davis, Marie Holmquist, Steve Hacken, Carol Kramer, Gayle Garrity, Paul Ness, Pastor Louise Stromberg. 
Pastor Jan Mehlhoff, and Dian Biesanz 

Judy led us in opening prayer 
Call for approval of August minutes – motion made by Steve Hacken, second by Dian Biesanz – motion carried 

Financials for August – motion to accept made by Marie Holmquist, second by Carol Kramer – motion carried. 
Motion to approve reports from staff made by Steve Hacken, second by Marie Holmquist – motion carried. 
Motion to approve committee reports was made by Dian Biesanz, second by Marie Holmquist – motion carried 

Review of the church calendar for September, followed by remarks and discussion 

We will continue to keep the congregation informed about call process by weekly announcement at worship 

Discussion on the continuation of forums, agreeing that we need to keep them going.   
Judy Davis and Pastor Louise represented Central at the 100th celebration at Faith Lutheran. 
Paul continues to monitor the possibility of Boy Scout troop meeting at Central. 
Installation of Pastor Mehlhoff will be on October 15th 

Laptop replacement project presented by Erik Floan with the agreement that more research needed to be done. 
Motion to adjourn made by Steve Hacken second by Gayle Garrity – carried 

Closed Session 

Council Summary 

Opportunities to Give 

Building Fund 

Gifts to the Building Fund in August totaled $2,210.00.00. The mortgage payment was $3146. Please help 
with an extra gift to ensure that we meet our mortgage obligations and keep other ministries and programs 
strong. Our remaining mortgage balance is only $391,986.00 and we want it to keep decreasing! Make your 
check payable to CLC Building Fund, or set up an automatic monthly gift with the form available on our web-
site or in the church office. Thank you! 

Opportunities to Serve 

Continued from page 8 

Social Concerns/Mission Committee 

At the present time there are 4 people on our committee and we are looking for 2 more. You can sign up for a two year 
term. Our committee is twofold. Through Social Concerns we zero in on local ways to be of service. Some are through 
the food drive, filling back packs for children who need extra food over the weekend, blood drive, etc. Through Missions 
we sponsor ministries and youth serving abroad.  For more information contact Bev Spande at Beverly30@charter.net or 
call 452-6411. 
A Call for Assisting Ministers 

Assisting ministers are a vital part of our worship at Central Lutheran. They assist the presiding minister during the ser-
vice and assure that the sanctuary is ready for the worship service. They help our worship run smoothly by stepping in 
where needed, whether reading the lessons or guiding an acolyte. The commitment is for once every 4 to 6 weeks. Train-
ing and support are provided for this ministry. A summary of assisting minister responsibilities is available from Gayle 
Garrity, chair of the Welcome and Worship Team. For more information, contact Gayle at 961-0465. Please consider 
this ministry as you discern how you will serve the Lord and this congregation.   

 

 

mailto:Beverly30@charter.net
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Married with Children: Wittenberg Style  
When Ex-Priest Martin Luther Weds Ex-Nun Katherine von Bora, 
A Memorable Union Ensues. By Ronald Fritze  
 

Early in the German Reformation, on April 4, 1523 (the day before Easter that year), twelve well-
born Cistercian nuns escaped from their cloister at Nimbschen. With the help of Leonard Kopp, 
solid citizen of Torgau and supplier of foodstuffs to the monastery, they made their way to Witten-
berg by 7 April. Legend has it that Kopp concealed the renegades in barrels used for storing her-
ring, which would have been a rather smelly experience. If so, it would have been a scene reminis-
cent of the escape of Bilbo Baggins and the dwarves from the Elk King’s stronghold in The Hob-
bit. 
In fact, the twelve nuns simply rode inside a covered wagon hidden from the watchful eyes of the 
cloister’s guardian monks. 
Once they reached Wittenberg, the nuns came under the protection of Martin Luther, the leader of 
the Reform movement in Germany. He agreed to help them, even though the penalty for aiding 
runaway nuns was death under both Canon and Civil Law. Soon, some of the women rejoined their 
families, some became governesses, and some married. 
Reluctant at First, The Vivacious Nun Chooses Luther 
One of the nuns proved to be a problem. At twenty-four years of age, Katherine von Bora was past the normal age for 
marriage. Being vivacious, she still managed to attract a suitor, Jerome Baumgartner, whom she also loved. But the 
match never came to pass because the man’s family objected to his marriage to a renegade nun. Late in 1524 efforts be-
gan to find Katherine another suitor, efforts that she firmly resisted. Then, suddenly, she stated her willingness to marry 
either Luther or his associate, Nicholas von Amsdorf. A hitherto confirmed bachelor, Luther agreed that at the age of 
forty-two, the time was right for him to wed. So on June 13, 1525, the ex-monk and the ex-nun wed.  
 

Laughing Angels, Weeping Devils 

The wedding of Martin and Katherine was not done lightly, nor was it without 
controversy. Luther thought long and hard about whether he should get married. 
Some of his friends and family supported the marriage. Hans Luther, his father, 
greatly desired his son to marry and produce sons. Lucas Cranach the elder and his 
wife Barbara were very supportive of Martin and Katherine’s marriage and attend-
ed the wedding as witnesses. 
Luther’s friend and colleague Philipp Melanchthon opposed the marriage and re-
fused to attend the ceremonies. Melanchthon and others felt that Luther’s wedding 
would be scandalous and harm the cause of the Reformation. 
Ultimately, Luther came to the opposite conclusion. As he put it, there was “a bat-
tery of reason in favor of his proposal: his marriage would please his father, rile 
the pope, cause the angels to laugh and the devils to weep.” 

Married life agreed with Luther, who grew to love his “Katie” dearly and fathered six children with her. His action is 
also a stunning testimonial to the Reformation’s position concerning marriage and celibacy for religious leaders. 
 

No Misogyny in this Household 

On some matters, Luther was very much a sixteenth-century male. He believed that the man was the head of the family 
and should be in charge of government as well. But unlike many of his contemporaries, he did not support the high level 
of misogyny that characterized the intellectual worldview of the Renaissance. Luther gave Katherine von Bora control of 
the family finances and the running of the household.   She was more practical and grounded — not the simple house-
wife preferred by most men of the time.   
The Luthers lived in the Black Cloister, the former home of the Augustinian monks in Wittenberg and the place where 
Luther had lived before the Reformation. While the other monks, one by one, began to abandon the cloistered life, Lu-
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ther staked a claim on the property by making it his family home. Katherine von Bora supported her family by garden-
ing, making wine, raising livestock, and brewing. She raised or grew most of the food that appeared on the Luthers' din-
ner table — and, all reports agree, Katherine von Bora was a very good cook. 
 

A Place at the Table for All 
The Luthers invited and welcomed many guests into their home. Being a former 
monastic residence, the Black Cloister had many small rooms, which the Luthers 
rented to students or visiting clergy. These visitors and guests ate at the Luther 
table, with every meal seemingly overflowing with hungry seekers, acolytes, and 
fellow rebels. Some guests were not paying customers either, which put a strain 
on the family resources. In effect, Katherine von Bora was running a 
boardinghouse to provide additional income for the family. 
Luther showed his regard for his wife Katherine in other significant ways. On one 
occasion, he put her on a search committee to hire a new pastor. In those days it 
was unheard of to allow a woman to be part of such a decision. To the grumblers 
Luther commented that his wife would show better judgment than he would. He also let Katherine handle much of his 
business with publishers. Frequently, Luther also took her advice on intellectual and political matters. 
Another practical display of Luther’s confidence in and care for his wife was his will, written in his own hand. It made 
Katherine von Bora his sole heir. In Saxony, it was common practice to make the children the heirs of a deceased male. 
The heirs were then expected to take care of their surviving mother. Many did not. Luther wanted his wife to be econom-
ically secure and independent in her widowhood. It was an unheard of act on Luther’s part. 
 

The Odd Couple Forge a Lasting Union. 
The marriage of Martin Luther and Katherine von Bora initially appeared to create 
an odd couple. Luther was a former monk in his early forties with habits not too akin 
to domestic harmony. During one period of his bachelor days, he went for two years 
without changing the sheets on his bed. It is unclear whether that particular set of 
sheets was laundered or burned afterward. 
Katherine came from a family of higher social rank than Luther’s, albeit an impecu-
nious family. The Von Boras were members of the knightly class, a proud but de-
clining segment of German society. Luther came from peasant stock. His father 
Hans was a miner who got involved in the business side of the mining and became 
well-to-do. 
Initially Luther considered Katherine to be overly proud, but he quickly grew to love her. He clearly liked sleeping with 
his “Katie” and remarked on the joy of waking up to pigtails on the pillow next to him. The Luthers had an affectionate 
relationship. Luther liked to joke with his wife. In his letters he sometimes called her “my sweetheart Kate” or “my dear-
ly beloved Kate” or “my true love.” Other references showed his respect for her intelligence when he referred to her as 
“Mrs. Doctor” and ”Doctora Lutherin.” Luther could also joke with Katherine by calling her “Lady of the New Pig Mar-
ket,” a reference to her efforts to raise pigs to feed her family and boarders. 
 

Dear Little Magdalene 

Of the Luthers’ six children, four survived to adulthood — Hans, Martin the younger, Paul, and Margarete. Elizabeth 
died in 1528 before she reached eight months, a tragedy that greatly saddened the Luthers. Magdalene, the Luther’s next 
child, was born in 1529. Since she was another daughter, Magdalene took the place of the deceased Elizabeth for Martin 
and Katherine. Sadly, she died when she was only thirteen years old. 
Magdalene’s death revealed the spiritual foundation of the Luthers’ life together. As the child’s illness worsened, hus-
band and wife comforted the stricken Magdalene and each other through expressions of their faith in God’s will. As the 
end approached, one of Luther’s friends described how “he fell on his knees before the bed and, weeping bitterly, prayed 
that God might will to save her. Thus she gave up the ghost in the arms of her father. Her mother [Katherine] was in the 
same room, but further from the bed on account of her grief.” 

Married with Children: Wittenberg Style (continued from page10) 
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Losing young children was an experience and a burden shared by many families during the sixteenth century. Still, it 
grieved the bereaved parents every bit as much as it would sadden a mother and father to lose a child in our day and age. 
Despite these tragic losses, the Luther household was a happy one for Martin and Katherine and their children. The Lu-
thers were strict but loving parents who allowed their children plenty of time to play. 
 

Let's Squabble about Money. 
Friends and partners they were, but both were also possessed of strong personalities, leading to occasional episodes of 
quarrelling, as is normal for married couples. Their biggest source of disagreement was money. Luther liked to spend it 
and Katie liked to save it. This observation is not to imply that Luther was a spendthrift. His monetary failing was his 

generosity. He allowed many who were in need to lodge at the Black Cloister as boarders without 
paying rent, and he willingly gave money to friends in need. 
Luther's business sense as an author was also poorly developed. Publishers made handsome profits 
from his books while the popular author saw little to no income from his writing. 
Unfortunately, historians have few sources that provide insights into the mind of Katherine von Bo-
ra. Only a few of her letters survive. Otherwise, we are dependent on how others describe her. Lu-
ther liked to tease Katherine and she gave him back as good as she got.  
During one dinner table conversation, Luther remarked, “The time will come when a man will take 
more than one wife.”  

Katherine responded, “Let the devil believe that!” to which Luther answered, “The reason, Katy, is that a woman can 
bear a child only once a year while her husband can beget many.” 

Undismayed, Katherine cited from First Corinthians 7:2. “Paul said that each man should have his own wife.” Luther 
quipped back, “Yes, ‘his own wife’ and not ‘only one wife,’ for the latter isn’t what Paul wrote.”  
The jesting continued for a while longer until Katherine ended the discussion when she said, “Before I put up with this 
[polygamy], I’d rather go back to the convent and leave you and all our children.” 

 

'Till Death Do Us Part 
Just as Luther loved his “Dear Kate,” she loved him just as deeply. After Luther’s death on 
18 February 1546, Katherine wrote to her sister-in-law Christina von Bora two months lat-
er. 
“I know that you take pity on me and my poor children,” Katherine wrote. “For who could 
not be deeply grieved and saddened over the loss of such a dear and precious man as my 
husband has been. He gave so much of himself in service not only to one town or to one 
country, but to the whole world. Yes, my sorrow is so deep that no words can express my 
heartbreak, and it is humanly impossible to understand what state of mind and spirit I am 
in . . . I can neither eat nor drink, not even sleep . . . God knows that when I think of having 
lost him, I can neither talk nor write in all my suffering.” 

Katherine von Bora died on 20 December 1552 at the age of fifty-three. War in the region 
of Wittenberg had forced to her to flee with her family. She fell into a watery ditch while 
trying to control the horses pulling her family’s wagon. The cold, the damp, and possible internal injuries caused her to 
sicken. Deathly ill, she was taken to Torgau by her children, where she died and was buried. 
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Martin Luther: The Idea that Changed the World  
Sun., Oct. 15, 4 pm, Grace Hall  
Bring your family and friends for a FREE showing of this new 
feature length film. Popcorn, cookies and coffee will be provid-
ed. The movie will be introduced by Erik Heinrichs, a WSU pro-
fessor who has special interest in the history of the Reformation. 
He will also be available for questions after the film. This enter-
taining and informative new film follows the great adventure 
story of Luther’s life. It’s packed with political intrigue, kidnap-
pings, secret hideouts, and life-or-death showdowns. Perhaps 
you can relate to Luther’s struggles with important questions 
about life, such as, “Who am I?”, “What is my purpose?”, and 
“How do I get right with God?” Filmed in historic locations 
across Europe, this movie brings Luther’s story to life with ex-
quisite attention to detail. The opportunity to view this movie 
was made possible by the CLCW who have graciously paid the 
licensing fee required for permission to present the movie. 


