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“We are ‘Central’ to Winona, disciples of Jesus living a vibrant faith.” 

January 2019 

259 W. Wabasha       Winona, MN 55987       www.CentralLutheranChurch.org       507.452.5156 

“All this could be just a dream so it seems. 
I was never much good at goodbye.”   

~From a Night Ranger song of my youth  

 

  Nearly eight months ago, I received a phone call from the Southeastern Minnesota   
  Synod office in Rochester. “Hello, Mike. Would you consider interviewing for an  
  interim position available in Winona?” I had no idea how life-changing that phone  
  call would turn out to be. 
 

  Barely a month later, I found myself moving into the pastor’s office here at Central   
  Lutheran to begin what was originally an open-ended stay. I didn’t know if it would  
  be two months, four months, or possibly longer in duration. In the end, it was seven   
  months, and I am thrilled that it worked out that way! 

 

You people at Central Lutheran will forever hold a special place in my heart. It would have been perfectly   
understandable if, given the short-term nature of my call, you had politely kept me at arm’s length until my 
time here was done. Yet, instead, I found myself warmly received and invited into the family, treated as if I 
would be here a decade or more! The graciousness and hospitality I have been shown by the members of this 
church—literally from day one—will be memories I will cherish the rest of my days. 
 

I would also be remiss if I failed to mention the staff members who have embraced me and made my life      
infinitely easier during my stay here—Wendy, Marilyn, Kelly, Aleah, Dennis, Karen, and Evan. They are    
truly some of the most tremendous people I have ever had the privilege of working alongside. Every single day 
in the office was full of joy.  I wish everyone could have that experience at the places where they work. 
 

My hope is that my interim ministry efforts at Central Lutheran will prove beneficial to the future of this     
congregation as you welcome Pastor Michael Short.  I am grateful to have witnessed and participated in      
successful Wednesday night programming. I am honored to have had so many opportunities to preach. My   
mediocre sermon jokes aside, I pray that my words helped the hearers to discover some new ways to engage 
and deepen their relationship with Jesus. 
 

In closing, to quote the song above, my days in Winona have been like a dream—full of so much joy! But the 
time has come that I must leave, and to quote the song again: I was never much good at goodbye. Thankfully, I 
won’t be so terribly far away that I will never again see the many friends I have made at Central Lutheran. I 
will be praying for you all. Thank you for all that you have done for me! 
 

In Christ, 
 

Pastor Mike Zaske 

Pastor Mike Zaske 
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Upcoming Events 

The FEAST 

Wednesdays, 4:45- 6:00 p.m., Grace Hall 
Feast will continue on Jan. 9th. 
See Menus in the Notices section of this newsletter. 
 

Adult Forum  
Sundays, 9:15 a.m., Library 

Please consider attending– everyone is welcome! 
Questions may be addressed to Julie Palubicki at 
jules364@gmail.com or via phone at 507.458.2866. 
 

“Gather” Bible Study 

Thurs., Jan. 3, 2:00 p.m., Grace Hall 
Take part in the first session of a two-part Bible 
study, “Meeting with Jesus,” from the gospel of 
John in the Jan/Feb issue of Gather magazine.     
Coffee and refreshments at 3:00 p.m. All women 
are welcome! 
 

Epiphany Tea  
Sun., Jan. 6, 2:00 p.m., Grace Hall 
ALL are welcome! This event is FREE of charge. 
Hope to see you there! Any questions, please      
contact the church office at 507.452.5156. 
 

CLC Book Group 

Mon., Jan. 14, 9:30 a.m., Grace Hall &  
Mon., Jan. 28, 9:30 a.m., Library 

In our next book, "The Rapture Exposed: The     
message of hope in the book of Revelation"  the  
author Barbara R. Rossing argues that the book of 
Revelation offers a vision of God's healing love for 
the world.  She provides an antidote to the 'end 
time'  Left Behind theology.  All are welcome to 
join us for thoughtful discussion, minor                
disagreements and good fellowship. If you have 
questions, contact Gayle Garrity at 507.961.0465. 

Welcoming Table 

Mon., Jan. 14, 12:00– 1:00 p.m., Grace Hall 
Project Fine community meal. All are welcome! 
 

Central’s Winter Blood Drive 

Thurs., Jan. 17, 12:00– 6:00 p.m., Grace Hall 
If you are interested or available, there will be a 
need for intake and canteen workers, blood   
donors, donations of food for the donors and the 
Red Cross Staff. Please contact Bev Spande at 
507.452.6411 or email, Beverly30@charter.net, 
if this works into your schedule. Thank you! 
 

Prayers for Healing 

Sun., Jan. 20, 8:15 and 10:15 a.m. services 

Prayers for healing are offered each third     
Sunday of the month in Holy Spirit Chapel 
(left) during communion. At any time before 
or after you commune you are invited to join 
the pastor in prayer for healing for yourself 
or someone else. 
 

Prayer Shawl Gathering 

Mon., Jan. 28, 6:00 p.m., Grace Hall 
Please join me for a gathering at the church. 
Bring your prayer shawls and we can visit and 
work on our shawls. If you are not working on a 
prayer shawl but would be interested in joining 
our group, please come to the gathering. No 
RSVP needed. Any questions, please contact 
Sheri Maier at 507.458.5574. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mark Your Calendars 

Volunteer Recognition and Recruitment  
Sun., Feb. 3, 9:15 a.m., Grace Hall 
See more information on page 4 of this newsletter. 
 

Congregational Annual Meeting 

Sun., Feb. 10, 11:45 a.m., Grace Hall 

mailto:jules364@gmail.com
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Notices 

Photo Directory 2018 

In the Spring of 2018, the Welcome and Worship committee recognized the need for a photo directory.     
After exploring two options, it was decided to produce the directory within our congregation. Dennis Glawe 
stepped forward to lead this project.  
Our goals for the project were to: create a directory that was informal and user friendly, could be updated 
yearly, allowed congregation members to submit their own pictures if desired, provided easily accessible 
times for photos to be taken.  
We learned some things this first year (set specific time period for update, find different back drop for     
photos taken at church) and we are anxious to move ahead next year. The tentative plan is to update the    
directory from May 1 to July 1. During that time you can have pictures added, have your photo taken at 
church or revise your information. Staff and congregational activity photos will be updated. These updates 
can be added to the current directory and new directories will be made. This year we have 170 photos in the 
directory and we hope for many more next year.  
The photo directories are now available for purchase in the church office and on Sundays at the Welcome 
desk in the narthex for $6.00. Thank you to Dennis Glawe for his dedicated work to complete this project. 
And thank you to all the congregation members who became a part of a new way of doing things. If you 
have questions about the directory, you may contact Dennis Glawe at dennisglawe2@yahoo.com or Gayle 
Garrity at 507.961.0465. 
 

Thank You! Thank You! Thank You! 
A big thank you to all  who baked and donated a  wonderful variety of baked goods for the WELCA sale. We 
knew Central had many talented bakers and you did not disappoint us! Your talent and generosity are          
inspiring! Thank you to all who chose to shop at the bake sale and enjoy the lunch. Your generosity raised over 
$2600.00 for WELCA of Central to donate to the Mary Ellen Kitundu Birthing Center in Tanzania and the 
Children’s Vision International Children’s Home in Bogota, Colombia. Over $400 from the lunch has been 
donated to Winona Volunteer Services Food Shelf. You are a generous group! WELCA of Central appreciates 
your support. 
 

The FEAST 

The Feast will begin the 2019 on January 9, with a meal of scalloped potatoes and ham. We are grateful to 
the Peerless Chain International Machine Aerospace Workers Union Local 1030 for sponsoring this meal. 
Please say “thanks” to your friends and neighbors at Peerless for this generous contribution. Would your 
workplace consider sponsoring a meal? Contact Julie Thompson at 507.454.7191 for more details. 
The Feast is in need of cooks for the month of February. If you are interested in cooking a meal, please call 
Kendra Budnick at 507.459.9029.  Kendra will help you with meal selection, and work out the details with 
you.  
The Feast is also seeking the help of a greeter. Can you welcome folks that may be new to the Feast and let 
them know where everything is? Please call Cheri Weaver at 507.689.2416. This is a fun and important job, 
with only a welcoming nature needed for skills. 

January FEAST Menu: 
Jan 2:     NO FEAST  
Jan 9:     Scalloped Potatoes & Ham 

Jan 16:   Meatloaf 
Jan 23:   Chicken Gravy & Mashed Potatoes 

Jan 30:   Chili w/ Fixings 
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Water Mitigation Update 

The council and property committee have been exploring options to address the water problems in the        
basement.   
The heavy rains of this past year have put urgency on our need for a permanent fix of water leakage in the   
lower level of the church. This is an issue that has been addressed with many fixes over the last 25+ years, and 
the fixes may have worked for a short time, but they have never been fully effective when heavy downpours 
occur. We experience water in areas of the basement during these downpours.    
The property committee has studied this issue for the last several months, and have submitted a proposal for 
significant outside work to permanently address this issue. A permanent fix will be costly and require all of us 
to understand why this is being undertaken.  
Please watch the bulletin for an upcoming forum between services where the issues of water in the basement 
will be discussed, video footage of occurrences will be available and the plan to address this will be presented. 
This will be a great time to ask questions and learn about what is occurring.   

 

 

  
 Central Lutheran Church Mugs  
 Mugs are now available for $8 each! Any proceeds will be applied to the cost of a new   
 coffee machine for the Welcome Center/Narthex. Mugs can be purchased at the        
 Welcome Desk today or in the office during the week.  
 

 

 

Volunteer Recognition and Recruitment Event 
On February 3, 2019, between the 8:15 a.m. and 10:15 a.m. services, Central Lutheran will recognize and 
thank our dedicated volunteers. We are blessed to have a dedicated and professional staff but volunteers are 
the core of our ministry here at Central. We have hundreds of things that need to be done each year, can you 
quickly name 5 of them?  Did you forget the money counters? Prayer chain members? Lay ministry? Funeral 
committee? Office staff volunteers? Newsletter preparers? 

Volunteers will often tell you they enjoy what they do and "get a lot" of satisfaction from the activity. It makes 
them feel good that they can help. Those things are true but it also means they may be called upon when they 
have other commitments, the task may require a significant amount of time, the task may require physical and 
mental stress or the task may be complicated by others expectations.  It is work for our Lord, but it is still 
work. 
This year we will have a special recognition of the congregational members who have served on our call    
committees over the last 3 years. We appreciate their dedication and input into finding a pastor to lead our   
congregation into the future. 
Please plan to attend this event for your fellow congregation members. We will also have information on the 
many volunteer opportunities available at Central and we invite you to consider becoming involved in our 
ministry as you are able.   

 

Notices 

Welcoming All Growing Faith 

Engaging Worship Compassionate Service 
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Social Concerns/ Missions Committee 

Opportunities to Serve 

(Time and Talents) 

Seeking Communion Assistants 

Each month approximately 30 communion assistant slots are filled by a dedicated group of volunteers, but we 
could  really use a few more to help share the responsibility. Communion assistants are those that help serve 
the bread and wine and pick up the communion cups during the service. Please consider trying it. Many have 
found it to be a meaningful way to participate in worship. Contact Greta Poser if you're interested at 
507.458.4455 or by emailing gbernatz@gmail.com.  
Someone will meet with you before the service to go through the process and then serve alongside you during 
the service. If you like it, you can choose to be added to the distribution list and sign-up to help when it works 
for you.  
 

Visiting the Shut-Ins 

Do you have the gift of compassion and caring? We are looking for a few more folks to join our Lay           
Visitation team. We offer training and pair visitors with folks you most likely already know. The time       
commitment is up to you. Most visitors make one or two visits per month. Some choose to go in teams. If you 
feel you might be able to join our team, send an e-mail to Pastor Louise at clc3.visit@gmail.com or call her   
at 507.273.2598. 
 

Blood Drive Volunteers 

On January 17, from 12:00 noon to 6:00 p.m., Central will host their annual Winter Blood Drive. I will be 
looking for volunteers for intake, canteen and of course blood donations and food. If you can help in any of 
these areas please contact Bev Spande at 507.452.6411, or e-mail me at Beverly30@Charter.net. 

Opportunities to Give 

 

November Food Basket 
In November, 712 lbs. of nonperishables and $194.00 in cash were brought in for the Food Shelf which     
converted to   388 lbs. of food. The grand total so far is 8743 lbs. With your continued support we help keep 
the food shelves stocked for those in need. Thank you for supporting this ministry.  
~ Social Concerns/Missions Committee.  
 

Convenient Giving  
You can make an automatic gift to Central Lutheran Church from your savings or checking account once a 
week, once  a month, or twice a month. Pick up the form in the entrance, or check out other automatic giving 
options on Central’s website.  
 

Thrivent Choice Dollars 

If you have any Thrivent Choice Dollars, please consider directing them to Central Lutheran Church. 

 Central Lutheran completed its obligation for Meal Delivery during the month of November thanks to the    
following: Bill Pfaff, Nancy Polson, Jane and Dale Tinderholt, Ed Berkley and Bev Spande. It was wonderful 
to have two new people this year, Bill and Ed. Thank you to an outstanding crew. Well Done! 

mailto:gbernatz@gmail.com
mailto:Beverly30@Charter.net
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Worship & Music News 

Aleah Harvey, Director of Worship, Music, and Arts 

“We saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.” (Matt. 2:2) 

As the church seasons change from Christmas to Epiphany we also move from darkness into light. Emmanuel 
has come; God is with us. The Winter Solstice took place on Friday, December 21st. However, in MN, it is  
difficult to shake off the darkness in January. It seems to linger and cling to the cold. As a way to remain   
hopeful through the winter season, it is helpful to look for signs of God’s light among us. They are every-
where. 

You may have heard of the Baader-Meinhoff phenomenon or frequency illusion. Heather Scott, author 
of the article, “The Frequency Illusion,” defines it as a “cognitive bias which describes our tendency to see 
new information, names, ideas or patterns ‘everywhere’ soon after they’re first brought to our attention.” 
When I’ve purchased a new vehicle, I suddenly notice that particular make and model everywhere I go. If we 
began to look for signs of Christ’s light among us, would they suddenly demonstrate themselves with        
abundance? If I begin to look, I can recall multiple instances that have occurred just in the past week. In the 
young man who told four shoppers to check out ahead of him because “his cart was pretty full.” In the woman 
who gave me a beautiful gift and thoughtful note on Sunday. In the stranger who volunteered to play Santa just 
to see the magic of Christmas in a child’s eyes. In the women who blessed multiple others with a delicious 
homemade meal. In the numerous people who serve to make things beautiful. I’ve only covered the last few 
days… 

Prepare yourself for the inevitable question, “What is your new year’s resolution?” I usually don’t 
bother to make a resolution having found that they tend to end in disappointment. However, as a continuous 
resolution, I will try to be present and watch for signs of God’s light among us. Thank you to so many of you 
who have made me feel welcome over the last few months, who have supported my work and ideas at Central 
Lutheran, who have participated in and contributed to music, planning, worship services, and decorating. Test 
the Baader-Meinhoff phenomenon theory and see for yourself! 

 

Christian Education Ministry Summit 

update 
 

On August 13th, a group of education ministry volunteers and staff met to discuss our Christian Education  
program at Central Lutheran. On September 11 and September 26, a focus group met to review the current  
ministry program and to develop a timeline for  youth education from baptism to age 18. They identified gaps 
in our current program and developed ideas for future programming. We will schedule a meeting for all       
education ministry volunteers to review this report, have input and develop programming in January or       
February. It will be a good time to introduce Pastor Short to our ministry and volunteers and to have his input 
into our future programming. If you have any questions or concerns please contact Judy Davis. Central        
Lutheran has extraordinary volunteers in our youth programming and we extend a heartfelt thank you to them 
for their dedication, time and joy in serving Christ by caring for our youth. 

Welcoming All Growing Faith 

Engaging Worship Compassionate Service 
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Mission: Provide the building blocks of child care  
by creating learning opportunities infused with faith while supporting the whole family 

Questions, please contact us…                      Phone 507.452.5493                                      Email: childclc@hbci.com  

Making Memories  
with our youngest  

community members! 

January 2019 

Butter Braids Fundraiser Jan. 18-31 

Butter Braid Sales in 2018 was a record setting 
year.  The center is looking forward to breaking 
that $2400 record for the playground update that 
will happen this summer. Each frozen pastry 
costs $12 and the center receives $5 per      
pastry. These yummy pastries can beset out the 
night before to raise and baked off in the morning.  
A hot yummy breakfast on those busy weekend 
mornings.  Help is break last years record by pur-
chasing  yours in the church office.  Thanks! 

Cinnamon 

Blueberry 

Cream Cheese  
Strawberry Cream Cheese  
Apple, Cherry 

Raspberry  
Caramel Rolls  

Here are pictures of your  

Child Care Center Ministry in action at 

our Children’s Christmas Program 
practice and performance. 

    Happy New Year!  Welcome 2019! 

Our Team is ready for this next year, the playground is 
getting more than a facelift of new wood chips but a  
total redo.  We will be adding age appropriate          
equipment to keep our littlest ones safe. Keep an eye on 
the progress as the spring approaches. 
With prayers and blessings… 

Your Central Lutheran Church  Child Care Center family 
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Welcoming All Growing Faith 

Engaging Worship Compassionate Service 

LUTHERAN CAMPUS CENTER– WINONA 

Each semester we offer an evening during the last week of classes for students to relax. We push the couches 
across the room so that they're side-by-side and close to the tv. The coffee table dons food, like puppy chow, 
pizza, and popcorn- some of the essential food groups for pre-Finals. The lights are turned down low, and 
some students wrap themselves in blankets.  

But, not this year. Well, not quite. 

This year, the couches and coffee table were in their usual spots, but the lights were bright, and the side tables 
donned pizza and popcorn. This year, students spread cards, stickers, markers, envelopes, and paint pens on 
tables circling behind the couches. This year, students created homemade Christmas cards for residents of St. 
Anne's in Winona, a senior housing and senior care facility. As they made cards and ate pizza, they also played 
the new Mr. Rogers documentary, "Won't You Be My Neighbor?"  

At the end of the film, interviewees and viewers were invited to think of someone who has cared for them in 
their lives, someone who has wanted what is best for them and helped them become who they are. It was in-
credible to see people's faces change as they thought of someone- the tears, the soft smiles, the slight nods, or 
shake of the head. A student and I looked at each other and smiled, tears in our eyes as well.  

A week later, we are in Final Exams. And our students haven't stopped sharing Love and Grace, even in the 
midst of that stress. One student- who had made a number of cards for the residents of St. Anne's- also made 
pancakes for others on Wednesday morning as part of our tradition to share breakfast all week in the LCC   
during finals. Other students who have never been in our space before stopped to finish some Christmas cards 
while I made scrambled eggs and handed out fruit and scones made that morning by a former board member.  

Who has cared for you? Who in your life has helped you become who you are? The students of the LCC have 
enriched my life in beautiful ways, and I believe they have touched yours as well, just by their incredible     
examples of love, service, justice, and joy in Jesus.  

If you have already given your year-end contribution to the LCC, thank you so much! If not, there is still time 
to do so online here, or by sending it in the mail to LCC, PO Box 4, Winona, MN 55987.  

Thank you, and Merry Christmas to you and yours! 

Pastor Corrine Haulotte 
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Council Update 

Council Meeting November 20, 2018 

Present: Gayle Garrity, Bill Pfaff, Judy Davis, Carol Kramer, Marie Holmquist, Paul Ness, Pastor Zaske and 
Dian Biesanz 

NEW BUSINESS: 
Aleah Harvey, Director of Worship, Music and the Arts was present at the meeting to present a plan for       
updating the narthex/social area. She is looking for comments, approval and funding options for these          
improvements. Her plans have been forwarded to the Worship and Welcome committee for their review. Paul 
made a motion to put this on the wish list, second by Judy – motion passed. The amount for this project will 
not exceed $4,000. 

Pastor then led us in devotions to formally begin the meeting 

October council minutes were presented for approval. Motion made by Judy, seconded by Marie to accept the 
minutes and this motion passed. 

Treasurer’s report then presented for approval, motion made by Dian, second by Marie to accept the financial 
report and this motion passed. 

Staff reports received—Director of Worship and Music, Operations Director, Pastors report and visitation  
Pastors report presented for approval—motion made by Bill and seconded by Carol, motion passed. 

Committee reports received—Feast, Worship and Welcome, Technology, Property, and Social Concerns     
presented for approval—motion made by Carol and seconded by Judy, motion passed. 

OLD BUSINESS: 
Water issue in the basement, discussion about how to present this to the congregation. Discussion of a forum/
after service meeting to inform the congregation---date decided on was January 13, hopefully a representative 
from Winona Nursery will be present for questions and further clarification of just what needs to be done to 
correct this issue. 

Update of Stewardship appeal will be brought up and updated each Sunday for the next few weeks. 

Youth: Discussion of plan for transition to Pastor Short of WNW and youth. We will begin working with   
Pastor Short, personnel committee and we as council to develop a job description for youth/family ministry 
position. 

Suggestions and discussion for plans to the transition, welcome, introductions, information exchanges and 
ministry support groups for Pastor Short. We will continue to discuss dates and ways of accomplishing these 
parts of ministry in the next few weeks. 

The Bereavement Group was very successful and there is discussion of another session, perhaps in the spring. 

Business discussions currently on hold: policies such as building use, cash gifts and gifts in kind. We will     
address these as things settle down a bit and time allows. 

Judy presented discussion of nominations for council positions to be filled and elected at the annual meeting in 
February. We will need a president elect, one member at large and foundation representatives. 

Meeting adjourned. 
Dian Biesanz, Secretary  
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Financial Report 

Operating Fund 

November 2018 

Total Income:   $36,517.24 

Total Expenses: $45,634.00 

 

Offering Goal Dec $70,561.67  
Thank you for your support of Central’s ministry. 

 

Mortgage  
Monthly payments for interest and principal: 
Nov:                        $3,146 

Gifts for Building Nov:           $1,031                                
Gifts for additional mortgage principal reduction 
Nov:                                         $190 

Mortgage principal balance on Dec 1:                                      
                                                 $324,947.60             
 

Gifts in memory or honor of someone 

MEMORIALS Nov 17-2018 THRU Dec 17-2018 

 

UNDESIGNATED 

Memory of Mark Biesanz 

Given by Bill & Judy Davis 

Given by Lois Larson 

 

Memory of Cynthia Brommerich 

Given by Mary Flad 

 

Memory of Lila Clements 

Given by Marilyn Olmstead 

Given by Robert Clements  
 

Memory of Richard Fick 

Given by Hannah Circle 

 

Memory of Sophia Moe 

Given by Hannah Circle  
 

Memory of Janice Neitzke 

Given by Hannah Circle 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Memory of Richard Fick 

Given by Judy Benson 

 

Designated Gifts in November  
Feast- $857.18 

Flower Fund -$210.00 

Food Shelf-$194.00 

Funeral Fund -$125.00 

Hurricane Relief- $1,140.00 

Missions Envelopes - $110.00 

Music & Arts -$390.00 

Sunday School -$319.70 

Youth Fund -$375.00 

Undesignated Memorials- $535.00 

Welcoming All Growing Faith 

Engaging Worship Compassionate Service 
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Epiphany Tea 

Sunday, January 6, 2019 

 2:00 p.m., Grace Hall 

Everyone is welcome!  
It will be a beautiful event with a  

delightful program. Hope to see you.   
~ Mary Reeck, chairwoman ~ 


