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“We are ‘Central’ to Winona, disciples of Jesus living a vibrant faith.” From Pastor Rem 

I just had the honor of officiating at 
my niece’s wedding.  It was a 
beautiful day with a beautiful 
couple.  They were both so happy.  
It seems like only yesterday that 
my niece was toddling along at my 
side holding my hand and now 
she’s a grown woman launching 
into the adventure of marriage.  I 
don’t know where life will take 
these two young people; what joys 
they’ll experience together or what 
sorrows.  But as I watched them 
walk down that aisle after being 
united as husband and wife I was 
reminded that whatever they face, 
they will not face it alone.  We hold 
each other’s hands, and God holds 
each of us and walks the journey 
with us.  So, come what may, we 
can rely on God’s promise that all 
will be well because God holds us 
and God holds the future. 

I’ve had times in my life; I suspect 
you have too; when a path wasn’t 
visible.  These times require us to 
step forward anyway and trust that 
God is making a path, blind though 
we may be to it.  I wonder if that’s 

how Martin Luther felt when he 
challenged the theology of his day.  
I can’t imagine the courage it took 
for him to ask his questions and 
grapple with his fears, but I also 
suspect he never expected the 
situation to explode the way it did.  
He would never have guessed that 
his questions would lead to a 
reformation.  He was just a man, 
after all, searching for God’s will 
for this world, and when he 
discovered grace he just couldn’t 
keep silent.  It is very clear from his 
writings though that he sometimes 
questioned where God was leading 
him. 

In life, sometimes the pathway 
seems clear and at other times it is 
completely opaque.  We can never 
know how God might use our joys 
and sorrows, our challenges and 
fears to bring about something 
good.  That’s transformation.  
That’s resurrection.  That’s 
Reformation.  That’s God at work 
in our world. 
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October Dates to  
Remember… 

October 4:  
Blessing of the Animals 

10:30 a.m. WSU Choir @ CLC 

October 14: 
  6:30 pm Pastor Nadia Bolz-    
  Weber speaks at CLC 

October 15:  
  7:00 pm Pastor Nadia Bolz-   
  Weber speaks at WSU’s    
  Somsen Hall 
October 18: 
  Special Focus on the Syrian    
  Refugee situation 

  3:00 pm From Pastrina to   
  Bach at CLC 

October 19:  
  Caring Casseroles Cooking   
  Night 
October 24: 
  Confirmation/Confirmation    
  Dinner 

October 25:  
  Reformation Sunday 
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Autumn Worship Times 

Saturday 5:30 p.m. 
Sunday 8:00 a.m. 

Sunday 10:30 a.m. 
Wednesday 7:00 a.m. (communion) 
Wednesday 6:00 p.m. (Eve. Prayer) 
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Welcoming All Growing Faith 

Engaging Worship Compassionate Service 

 Once a year, around October 31, we Protestants in general 
and Lutherans in particular commemorate Martin Luther’s 
posting of his 95 Ideas or Theses to the doors of the Castel 
Church, Wittenberg Germany (Oct 31, 1517). It’s one of 
the most common symbols of the Reformation which: an 
angry monk nailing a screed to a church door – but the act 
was actually quite ordinary; posting your ideas to the door 
of the Castel church was the Facebook of its day. People 
posted their ideas and public challenges there all the time. 
The main difference: This one got published!  And ticked 
off the Pope. 

Luther’s great revelation that we do not earn Salvation by 
doing things, but that Grace is a gift of God, freely given 
to all who believe. Instead of justifying your way to 
Salvation by doing good works, Luther suggests that God 
alone, through Christ’s atonement, justifies us before 
God’s judgment. Luther explained justification this way in 
his Smalcald Articles: 

The first and chief article is this: Jesus Christ, our 
God and Lord, died for our sins and was raised 
again for our justification (Romans 3:24-25). He 
alone is the Lamb of God who takes away the sins 
of the world (John 1:29), and God has laid on Him 
the iniquity of us all (Isaiah 53:6). All have sinned 
and are justified freely, without their own works 
and merits, by His grace, through the redemption 
that is in Christ Jesus, in His blood (Romans 3:23-

25). This is necessary to believe. This cannot be 
otherwise acquired or grasped by any work, law, 
or merit. Therefore, it is clear and certain that this 
faith alone justifies us...  Nothing of this article can 
be yielded or surrendered, even though heaven and 
earth and everything else falls (Mark 13:31). 

Luther is one among many church reformers: 

In the 1960’s Pope John XXIII ushered in the Second 
Vatican Council which substantially reformed the Roman 
Catholic Church. 

Our own ELCA Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton (who 
obviously is our first bishop from Ohio…  And who 
doesn’t have a Scandinavian name…) has done much to be 
“hands on” not only in preaching but in service to others, 
including actively cleaning up the streets of Detroit at this 
summer’s National Youth Gathering. 

 

 

The current Pope Francis (St. Francis “rebuild my church”) 
is clearly about reforming – nearly single-handedly turning 
the focus of the Roman Catholic Church from focusing on 
doctrinal purity to staking its claim to abundant mercy. 

So what to notice about worship on Reformation? 

The Color is Red.  Very Red.  Red silk will fill the nave 
ceiling.  The organ will be bathed in red back lighting.  
And YOU are invited to wear red to worship. 

The Opening Prayer.   
Gracious Father, we pray for your holy 
universal church. 
Fill it with all truth and peace. 
Where it is corrupt, purify it; 
where it is in error, direct it; 
when in anything it is amiss, reform it; 
where it is right, strengthen it; 
where it is in need, provide for it; 
where it is divided, reunite it, 
for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, Our 
Savior, whom with you and the Holy Spirit 
we worship and praise, one God, now and 
forever. 

The Music.  Worship music includes a number of hymns 
written by Martin Luther himself, including that rousing 
Lutheran fight song, “A Mighty Fortress” (Based on our 
Psalm 46).  Perhaps the most lasting legacy Luther gave 
the church is the gift of congregational singing.  So on 
Reformation of all days I invite and challenge you to give 
it your all and peel the paint off the walls with our singing. 

Among our many symbols and signs: On the back of 
your bulletin (and here) will be the Luther Rose and 
Luther’s own explanation of its meaning.  And in the main 
narthex notice the Luther Window. 

My prayer for us as children of the Reformation is we 
honor the work and legacy of the churches Reformers, stay 
vigilant as God’s people today to be a vibrant witness to 
Winona and the world, and as our prayer says: where 
anything is amiss, reform it; where it is right, strengthen 
it; where it is in need, provide for it. 

See you in church!  

Seeing Red on Reformation Sunday  Sunday October 25, 2015  ~Erik Floan 
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Blessing of Animals on Sunday October 4 

 

All God’s critters got a place in the choir 

Some sing low 

Some sing higher 

Some sing out loud on the telephone wire 

And some just clap their hands 

Or paws 

Or anything they got now... 
 

Every year on or around October 4, the church remembers St. Francis of Assisi, and celebrates with him the beauty and 
wonder of creation. St. Francis chose to live very simply, because by living simply he believed he more clearly could see 
God in everything. To Francis, all nature reflected God.  Francis spoke of the sun, moon, earth and all living creatures as 
his brothers and sisters. Francis wanted all people to see and know the presence of God in their daily lives. 

Central’s Blessing of the Animals (in honor of St. Francis) takes place Sunday October 4 after each morning service.  
Pets are welcome in worship at both services (cats should be in carriers; dogs leashed, other pets in cages). Or, you may 
stop by with your pet after worship for a blessing. Water and treats will be provided in the narthex. Stuffed animals and/
or photos of pets are also welcome. Animals and owners will be invited to join the closing procession, and gather outside 
for the Blessing. WSU Concert Choir at Central Lutheran Sunday October 4, 2015, 10:30 am 

Come experience the 60-voice Winona State University Concert choir under the direction of Dr. Harry Mechell per-
forming selections from Handel’s Dettingen Te Deum on Sunday October 4, 2015 at 10:30 am.  This multi-movement 
work was composed to celebrate the British victory over the French forces in the Battle of Dettingen (in modern day 
Bavaria, Germany) in 1743.  This performance is part of the usual 10:30 am public worship service; all are welcome. 

Bach Society of Minnesota Presents                “Palestrina to Bach” 

Sunday October 18, 3:00 pm at Central 
Central Lutheran Church Music & Arts presents The Bach Society of Minnesota 
in “Palestrina to Bach” on Sunday October 18, 3:00 pm at Central Lutheran. 

Johann Sebastian Bach was a master of his art, so much so that the Baroque period in mu-
sical history “ended” with his death in 1750.  But his music was composed built on the 

gifts of those who preceded him.  Come and hear Historically Informed Performances (H.I.P.) of a wide variety of 
choral music including music by Palestrina, Monteverdi, Schutz, Kuhnau, and Johann Christoph Bach. J.S. Bach’s 
beautifully transcendent Jesu, mine Freude completes the program.  This concert invites you to travel in time 
from the Renaissance to the Baroque -- from Palestrina to Bach. Discover the music that fed and informed Bach’s 
imagination.  The Bach Society Chorus under the direction of Paul Boehnke is joined by Julie Elhard, violone and 
Don Livingston, organ.  

Tickets, available online and at the door are $22 for adults, $17 for seniors (65+) and $5 for students. contact us 
at www.bachsocietymn.   For more information, call 651-428-5170 or email events@bachsocietymn.org. 

Welcoming All Growing Faith 

Engaging Worship Compassionate Service 

http://www.bachsocietymn.org/
mailto:events@bachsocietymn.org
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“We are ‘Central’ to Winona, disciples of Jesus living a vibrant faith.” 

259 W. Wabasha       Winona, MN 55987       www.CentralLutheranChurch.org       507.452.5156 

Mark your calendars for:  
October 14, 6:30pm: Pastor Nadia Bolz-Weber speaks to youth at Central Lutheran 

October 15, 7:00 pm: Pastor Nadia Bolz-Weber speaks at Somsen Hall-Open to the public 

October 18: Special focus on Syrian Refugee situation 

October 19, 4:30 pm: Caring Casseroles Cooking Night 
Come join us as we gather to bake casseroles for people who need them.  Please bring your ingredients to assemble here.  
We will have oven ready containers for you.  Our hope is to freeze several and use a few to enjoy dinner together.  
Questions, please stop in the Church Office.  Please consider joining this group to be the hands and feet of Jesus. 

October 25: Reformation Sunday—wear red! 

November 7, 6:30 pm: Pizza, Ice Cream & Bingo 

Join us after the 5:30 Worship to enjoy some fellowship together and get to know you fellow Christians.  We will enjoy 
some pizza, play some bingo (maybe Bible bingo) and have some ice cream for dessert.  You don’t have to attend the 
5:30 worship to come. 

Sunday, December 6, 3:00 pm: Christmas High Tea 

Join us for a delightful afternoon of high tea, complete with sandwiches, savories and dessert.  
Consider hosting and decorating a table for six.  Hostesses will be responsible for decorating   
the table and providing a dessert.  Please sign up in the Church to attend and/or hostess.          
Remember to invite a friend! 

Update of Pastor Call Committee Work 

 

 Because of the challenge of getting interested candi-
dates, the Synod would like The Committee to con-
sider broadening the job description. The good news 
is that we will soon have our first interview. 

Living The Dream: Being Central to Winona 

We at Central Lutheran Church have a dream for 
the coming years. Believing that faith formation 
in children, youth and families is important, we 
are seeking to call a second pastor who will focus 
on these areas. We ended 2014 strong and confi-
dent that we had the resources to call a second 
pastor. However, in 2015, despite under-budget  
expenses, we are running a significant  
income shortfall. To realize our collective dream, 
we need our collective general giving to increase. 
Will you support the dream and increase your 
giving? Small sacrifices from each of us can do 
wonders. 

Exploring the Gospel 
Sundays at 9:15 a.m. 

Grace Hall 
Join us for a time to explore the Gospel for 

the weekend.   All are welcome! 
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The Book Group is just starting a new book- A Hole in the Gospel by Richard Stearns.  We meet Mondays 
Sept. 28, Oct. 12 and Oct. 26 at 9:30 am at CLC in the Library.  Is our faith just about going to church, studying the 
Bible and avoiding the serious sins, or does God expect more?  Please come & join us, all are welcome. 

Welcoming All Growing Faith 

Engaging Worship Compassionate Service 

The “Luther Rose”, also known as the “Luther Seal,” is 
one of the most recognized Lutheran symbols.  Martin 
Luther himself supervised its creation in 1519.   
Luther explains: 
"Grace and peace from the Lord. As you desire to know whether my paint-
ed seal, which you sent to me, has hit the mark, I shall answer most amiably 
and tell you my original thoughts and reason about why my seal is a symbol 
of my theology. 
The first should be a black cross in a heart, which retains its natural color, 
so that I myself would be reminded that faith in the Crucified saves us. 'For 
one who believes from the heart will be justified' (Romans 10:10).  
Although it is indeed a black cross, which mortifies and which should also 
cause pain, it leaves the heart in its natural color. It does not corrupt nature, 

that is, it does not kill but keeps alive. 'The just shall live by faith' (Romans 1:17) but by faith in the Crucified. 
Such a heart should stand in the middle of a white rose, to show that faith gives joy, comfort, and peace. In other 
words, it places the believer into a white, joyous rose, for this faith does not give peace and joy like the world gives 
(John 14:27). That is why the rose should be white and not red, for white is the color of the spirits and the angels (cf. 
Matthew 28:3; John 20:12). 
Such a rose should stand in a sky-blue field, symbolizing that such joy in spirit and faith is a beginning of the heavenly 
future joy, which begins already, but is grasped in hope, not yet revealed. 
And around this field is a golden ring, symbolizing that such blessedness in Heaven lasts forever and has no end. Such 
blessedness is exquisite, beyond all joy and goods, just as gold is the most valuable, most precious and best metal. 
This is my COMPENDIUM THEOLIGAE [summary of theology]. I have wanted to show it to you in good friendship, hop-
ing for your appreciation. May Christ, our beloved Lord, be with your spirit until the life hereafter. Amen." 

More life lessons than I need… 

I know that we are supposed to learn from our life 
lessons…. But how much do I need to learn?  In a hur-
ry, I took a bad fall a couple weeks ago.  The end re-
sult is that I will be off my right knee for 6 wks.  That 
means no driving, postponing a trip to see my grand-
daughter, being dependent on others and asking for 
help.  Lessons I’ve learned are:  I do not need to hur-
ry, asking for and accepting help is not all bad and 
what life is like for people who have to spend their 
whole lives in a wheel chair.  

Another lesson that everyone knows is “there is noth-
ing as constant as change”.  We will be going through 
that here in the Central Lutheran Office.  Lisa Wan-
tock, our wonderful office assistant, will be leaving us 
for another job with St. Theresa Alumni.  Lisa has 
been a willing, helpful and energetic addition to our 
staff and we will miss her. 

Now don’t you think that is more than enough life les-
sons? 

Peace, Connie  
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Welcoming All Growing Faith 

Engaging Worship Compassionate Service 

If God is enough 

We can be free from attachments 
to our plans, self-will, success 
 

The Rev. Elizabeth Eaton, Presiding Bishop,          
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

 

Reprinted from THE LUTHERAN magazine, Oct. 2015 

 

From time to time I am invited to celebrate congrega-
tional anniversaries. It’s wonderful to see the church in 
action and to meet members from all across the coun-
try. 

It is also interesting to see the variety of sizes and ar-
chitectural styles our buildings come in. Looking at 
building additions in churches is like studying growth 
rings in a tree — one can see the periods of rapid 
growth and contraction. Often the first unit was built 
one or two centuries ago, the expansion of the sanctu-
ary constructed when the original one was outgrown, 
and the education wing added in the late 1950s or ’60s. 
I have seen dozens of churches like this and recall that 
my last parish had a similar growth pattern.  

Very often, however, the membership of these congre-
gations has shrunk. A sanctuary built to seat 400 now 
only sees 50 on a Sunday. Sunday school rooms and 
gymnasiums that rang with the sound of children are 
now empty or, in more enterprising congregations, are 
rented out to community groups and social service or-
ganizations. 

In these congregations the anniversary celebration is 
bittersweet — for one glorious Sunday the sanctuary is 
filled with current and former members and their chil-
dren and grandchildren, stories of the congregation’s 
heyday are shared, there is energy and enthusiasm and 
then everyone goes home. Next Sunday the 50 hearty 
souls who are the remnant will gather in a now more 
obviously empty sanctuary. 

There is the sound of lament in many parts of our 
church. Populations have shifted and people have    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

drifted away. Attitudes about religion have changed and 
the status of the church in our culture has diminished. 
This makes us anxious and, in some cases, desperate. 
How do we stop the decline? Where is the next genera-
tion? What happened? What does this all mean?  

I have a theory. We are experiencing God’s judgment. 
Oh, not in a fire-and-brimstone-plague-of-locusts kind 
of way, but in the tenacious, fearsome, loving claim 
that God has on all of us. The church does not belong to 
us. The church is not a vehicle for our convenience, sta-
tus, success or even comfort. The church is the living 
body of Christ, breathed by the Spirit and called into 
deep communion with God. Everything else is at best 
supplementary and at worst a distraction. 

God might be calling God’s people to examine what 
has a claim on our attention. Where is our energy being 
drawn? 

If the answer to our desperate questions is anything else 
than to the intimate and complete love of God shown in 
the crucified and risen Christ, then we are being drawn 
away from the source of our life as a people and as a 
church. 

There was a provocative article in the December 2012 
Christian Century magazine about the “dark night of 
the church.” In it the authors suggest that what I am 
calling a time of judgment is actually God at work free-
ing us from attachments to our plans, our self-will, our 
success. 

The authors asked: “What is the church relearning 
about itself in its dark night? The church is relearning 
that its essence lies not in its programs and accomplish-
ments, its activities and accolades, but in the truth that 

Cont’d on page 7 
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“We are ‘Central’ to Winona, disciples of Jesus living a vibrant faith.” 
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Preparing for All Saints’ Sunday Sunday November 1, 2015 

 

All Saints’ Sunday is the day the church remembers all the Saints. This beautiful service 
includes naming aloud those who have been Baptized at Central this past year, and also 
naming aloud those from Central who have died. 

In addition, you are invited to light a candle in honor of those who have died from your 
circle of friends and family. If you are remembering someone who has died from your 

family (I always remember my grandparents on All Saints), I encourage you to converse with your child about how 
we remember them in God’s love through this simple but meaningful ritual.   
– Erik Floan, director of worship music & arts 

Blame the Lutherans again?   
Central Responds to the Refugee Crisis 

Sunday October 18, 2015 during Worship 

In the 2008 Clint Eastwood hit Gran Torino a crotch-
ety old-school Walt Kowalski (Eastwood) asks his new 
Hmong neighbor Sue Lor why on earth a people from 
the SE Asian tropics (Laos/Vietnam) would settle in 
Detroit.  She tells him the Lutherans helped her peo-
ple relocate to America.  "Everybody blames the Lu-
therans," Walt says. 

American Lutherans historically have been on the 
front lines of refugee resettlement.  Following the 
Vietnam war thousands of Hmong were resettled in 
St. Paul & Detroit.  More recently Somali refugees 
made their home in Minnesota. 

Lutheran Social Services and Catholic Charities (both 
of Minnesota) played key roles in these resettle-
ments.  Chances are good they will be tapped again 
to assist with the Syrian refugee crisis.  (LSS in Jack-
sonville, Florida is already at work on this!) 

On Sunday October 18 during worship we will focus 
our attention on the unfolding refugee situation in 
Europe, and Central’s part in the larger church’s re-
sponse to the crisis.  A special offering/pledge will be 
made to the ELCA Disaster Response (www.ELCA.org/
disaster). 

Come with open hands, open hearts, and open wal-
lets.  Oh, and stay off Walt’s lawn! 

‘she on earth hath union with God the Three in One’ 
and that God is enough. Coming to this knowledge 
means being weaned from the glamorous results-

oriented American culture of production, measurement 
and unlimited growth.” 

So, dear church, is God enough? If not, then we are 
consigned to an endless, exhausting and empty quest 
for meaning, relevance and purpose. If God is enough, 
then we have everything we need. If God is enough we 

are free to love in return and give our lives away for 
the sake of the gospel and in service to the neighbor. If 
God is enough we can unclench our hands and our 
lives. If God is enough we can even let go of the 
church knowing that it is Christ’s church and not ours.  

And, if it is God’s will that there will be an ELCA wit-
ness to the gospel, there is no force on earth, not even 
our own, that can stop it. 
 

Cont’d from page 6 

http://www.ELCA.org/disaster
http://www.ELCA.org/disaster
http://www.elca.org/
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Making Memories with our 
youngest community members! 

Here are pictures of your  
Child Care Center Ministry… 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Making a 
difference 

together! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Central Lutheran Church 

Child Care Center 

October 2015 

Mission: Provide the building blocks of child care  
by creating learning opportunities infused with  
faith while supporting the whole family. 

Fall is in full force here at Central  
Lutheran Church Child Care Center! 
On September 11, we celebrated   our 
fabulous grandparent’s with a Snack-i-
Licious event where Grandparents were 
invited to join their grandchild for snack 
and have exposure to the amazing learn-
ing environment they are in each day!  
We had over 50 grandparents 
here...thanks for being a positive force in 
your grandchild’s life!   

Enrollment update:  The Center is cur-
rently full, with openings only for school 
age summer 2016 at this point.  If you 
know someone who needs child care 
please encourage them to contact us ear-
lier than later to reserve future openings.   
Thank you for your prayers & support! 

Questions?  Please contact us:    Phone:452.5493                                                            
               Email: childclc@hbci.com  
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Central Lutheran Church Council Minutes: 8/18/15 

Present: Pr. Michelle Rem, Carol Kramer, Sean Gotz, Julie Palu-
bicki, Judy Davis, Samantha Wagner.  Absent:  Ed Berkley, Jack 
Richter  
Call to Order: President Elect, Sean Gotz 

Secretary’s Report-Carol:  7/7/15 Council minutes 

Treasurer’s Report-Ed:   June Monthly Review - Revenue for 
the month of June was down from budget and increased the YTD 
deficit. The expenses were also less than we budgeted.  Staff do-
ing a good job of keeping expenses down.  Flood damage is in 
final stage for reimbursement.  We expect approx. $18-19,000 in 
once the details between the contractor and the Insurance compa-
ny are resolved.  Year to Date Review Year-to-date financials 
remain in a deficit position.  Childcare is now in the positive.  
July Monthly Review-Revenue for the month of July was down 
from budget by nearly $13,000 and increased the YTD deficit.  
The expenses were also less than we budgeted but out paced by 
shortfall in income..  Staff doing a good job of keeping expenses 
below budgeted amounts.  Flood damage is in final stage for re-
imbursement.  We expect approx. $18-19,000 in once details are 
resolved ( staff change at insurer and confusion in counter-top 
amount—square feet versus linear feet) we should be getting a 
check.  Kelly found the error and is following up on a regular 
basis.  Year to Date Review Current month shows the Childcare 
in a positive financial position. Year-to-date financials remain in 
a deficit position.  Largest amount is the flood recovery money 
from the Insurance company. 
Action Items: Consent Agenda/Reports: Judy/Julie MSP to 
approve  
Budget for Call: Julie/Judy MSP to approve salary including 
benefits not to exceed $70,000 for Associate Pastor position. 1 
opposed vote.  
Discussion items: Call Committee Update-Steve – Budget for 
the Associate Pastor position needed further discussion as the 
ranges/guidelines provided by the Synod exceeds CLC current 
financial capabilities.  Discussion followed on options for lower-
ing cost of fringe benefits and the need for improved communica-
tion of CLC’s financial situation to the Congregation. Semi-
annual meeting debrief – Samantha indicated that the Nomi-
nating Committee continues the search for candidates for several 
open position; President Elect, Foundation and Nominating Com-
mittee(2).  At date for election of officers will need to be set at 
the September Council meeting. Water damage update – Work is 
complete. Waiting for the last of the reimbursements.  Strategies 
for Sharing the Vision and Mission with the Congregation-

Banners of each of the 4 pillars have been designed and were 
available for viewing. All agreed to proceed with ordering the 
movable banners. Solar energy program possibilities-Sean – Af-
ter investigating the possibility of utilizing this program, it was 
determined that CLC does not meet the minimum usage guide-
lines. CLC Tax Credit for Health Care Benefits-The appropriate 
forms have been submitted to receive the credit.  The expectation 
is for notification to arrive in September with the payment to fol-
low in October. Movement of Pews-Worship & Music Board  - 
The Worship, Music & Arts Board wish to move forward with 
widening the space between pews by removing 3 from each side 
and rearrange the remaining at an angle allowing for more mobil-

ity as well as a more open space to promote a Welcoming atmos-
phere. The estimated cost is $800. Judy will research the possibil-
ity of available grant dollars due to improving mobility and ac-
cessibility issues. Worship Schedule–Discussion regarding elimi-
nating a service and changing the schedule of various activities 
due to continuous need for help in service groups, low attendance 
at services, limited pastoral support as well as one pastor respon-
sible for all activities. The groups working on Engaging Worship 
will take the lead to examine the facts and propose a plan which 
will be communicated and discussed. Engaging Worship – In an 
effort to encourage hospitality, name tags will be utilized starting 
with the Leadership, then Sunday School and so on. Youth Min-
istry – A replacement for Elaine Johnson, part time youth sup-
port will be needed.  Pastor Rem polled parents who agreed that a 
replacement should be hired.  This is a budgeted position. 
Next Meeting Agenda Items: Call Committee Update, Date 
for Election of Officers, Stewardship/Fundraising Campaign  

Respectfully submitted, Carol Kramer, Secretary 

Council Reports-August, 2015 ; Pastor Michelle Rem:  WEL-
COMING ALL:  The College Freshmen Welcome Team 
stood in the rain and welcomed the WSU students to town. That’s 
dedication!  The Engaging Worship Team has launched the 
nametag ministry.  So far we’ve printed 99 nametags! Dennis has 
ordered the necessary supplies for the visitor parking spaces.  
ENGAGING WORSHIP:  In addition to working on hospi-
tality issues, the Engaging Worship Team continues to fine tune 
the altar guild ministry.  LIFE-LONG FAITH FORMATION: 
Sunday School -  Rally Day is this weekend.  Sunday School 
Teacher Installation will be Sunday, September 27.  WNW – A 
parent meeting has been held. Students will begin with 4 weeks 
of worship training.  Ninth graders have several classes, the first 
of which is this Wed. A time for parents to have faith conversa-
tion with their 9th graders is October 7. Confirmation rehearsal is 
October 21. A semi-formal dinner to honor our confirmands is 
October 23. Confirmation will be October 24 at the 5:30pm ser-
vice. Nadia Bolz-Weber will be our guest speaker for October 14. 
Connect – Julie will be using a form of lectio divina based on the 
lectionary scripture readings.  COMPASSIONATE SERVICE:  
God’s Work, Our Hands Day was once again a huge success. 
God has done good things through you. The food drive has sur-
passed the 10,000 pound mark.  Feed My Starving Children is set 
for October 3. Several WNW students and families plan to partic-
ipate.  ADMINISTRATION:  We are in need of a new server. 
The current one is too small for our needs. The Call Committee 
has completed the Ministry Site Profile. The Synod is reviewing 
our paperwork. The basement leak is scheduled to be fixed this 
fall.  Photos of the confirmation class will be Wednesday, Octo-
ber 21. Would the Council be available to also have their pictures 
taken that evening?  Vision and Mission banners are printed. The 
Synod has invited us to submit an article for the “Bright Spot” 
section of the Synod newsletter. OTHER: Congratulations to 
Connor Polodna on attaining the rank of Eagle Scout.  WSHS 
Homecoming is the weekend of October 3rd. PERSONAL:  I 
will be presiding over my niece’s wedding in Ohio this weekend. 
Luther College is hosting a Senior Reception the Saturday even-
ing of September 26 for the families of seniors. Pastor Roger 
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Welcoming All Growing Faith 

Engaging Worship Compassionate Service 

Memorials & Gifts 
UNDESIGNATED 

In honor of Doloris Wedul’s 100th birthday 

Given by Lois Larson, Blanche Wuerflein, Lou Anne 
Schwarz 

In memory of Pam Franko 

Given by Don and Joan Klagge 

In memory of Gavin Quimby 

Given by Robert and Carol Wooden 

QUILTERS 

In memory of Norma Miller 

Given by Margaret B. Eckblad 

In honor of Doloris Wedul’s 100th birthday 

Given by Gloria Brekke 

FEAST 

In memory of Wesley W. Eckblad 

Given by Margaret B. Eckblad 

YOUTH FUND 

In memory of Joyce M. Eckblad 

Given by Margaret B. Eckblad 

BUILDING FUND 

In memory of Mary Bradt 
Given by Margaret B. Eckblad 

In honor of Doloris Wedul’s 100th birthday 

Given by Donna and Donald Peterson 

MUSIC AND ARTS FUND 

In honor of Doloris Wedul’s 100th birthday 

Given by Bev Spande 

ELCA DISASTER RESPONSE SYRIAN REFUGEE 
MINISTRY 

In honor of Doloris Wedul’s 100th birthday 

Given by Rev. Barbara Knutson 

SUNDAY SCHOOL PROGRAM 

In memory of Gavin Quimby 

Given by Dian and Mark Biesanz 

Ministerial Acts 

Funeral 
9-12-2015 Gavin Quimby 

Baptism 

9-6-2015 Ellie Lynn, daughter of  
  David and Cheyanne Cohen 

Knutson will be leading worship.  Rachel’s graduation will be 
May 22. My mother is scheduled to have major surgery (about an 
8 hour surgery on her lungs) Dec. 8. I plan to be there for the day 
of surgery and I will return for a short time after her rehab when 
she goes home, date TBD. LIVING INTO THE VISION:  What 
is needed to take the next step into being Central to Winona, dis-
ciples of Jesus living a vibrant faith?   
Child Care Center-Kelly Dicke:  Programming  The New 
Year’s Flood….We received our  final payment.  Discussions 
with Ed Berkley have been extremely helpful during this process 
and we appreciate the guidance.  Building trust, faith, and rela-
tionships with Winona’s youngest community members and 
their families are our top priorities.  Dancing with the 
Winona Stars  Totals are in!  The Child Care Center raised 
$29,450!  We want to thank everyone for their support  through-
out this journey!  Celebrating Grandparent’s Day  On Friday, 
Sept 11, the Center hosted Grandparents to a Snack-i-Licious 
Event!   We had  over 50 grandparents joyfully having snack with 
their special grandchildren and spending some time in the class-
rooms to see what their grandchild's days are filled with.  We 
thank all of our families and grandparents for spending time mak-
ing memories together!  Enrollment  The Center ’s enrollment 
is steady.  The Center does not have any openings until fall of 
2016. Small Group, Social & Service Ministries-Connie Lar-
son:  God’s Work. Our  Hands. Sunday was a wonder ful day 
in the Winona area.  With the help of donations, we were able to 
fill 95 Lutheran World Relief School Kits, bake cookies for 2 of 
our community meals, people were greeted at the Lewiston Rest 
Area, a Habitat for Humanity house was repainted, children 

painted quilt squares for 2 Lutheran World Relief Quilts and a 
section of County Road 9 was cleaned up.  The Small Group 
Committee will meet this week to do some in depth planning.  
We have a Christmas High Tea Planned for Dec. 6.  The Feast 
Leaders will also be meeting at the same time the Council will be 
meeting.  We have Cedar Valley Lutheran Church coming to 
cook and serve a meal Oct. 14. Please let us know when you’d 
like to do your meal this Fall.  I continue to sit on a committee for 
the Nadia Bolz-Weber visit Oct. 14 & 15.  We have invited area 
churches and Synod congregations and catechism classes as well 
as the local community.  On a personnel note, I took a fall and 
will be non-weight bearing on my right knee for another 5 wks.  I 
have been using a some sick leave to shorten my days and Lisa 
has been wonderful to fill in also.  Each day gets better and eve-
ryone has been very helpful.  
Director of Worship, Music & Arts-Erik Floan: Fall Worship 
Schedule resumes the weekend of Sept 20. Wednesday Night 
Workshop Acolyte Training commences Wednesday Sept 16.  
“Faith Turning Points” is concluded. Thanks to all who partici-
pated and attended.  “Here Is Water” study/task group has con-
cluded.  Task Group convenes next to craft a plan proposal.  Lake 
Tahoe was beautiful.  Sorry you missed it.  Middle/High School 
Acoustic Ensemble led worship for  September  13 “God’s 
Work.  Our Hands” Sunday.  The service followed a Narrative 
Liturgy walking people through the various parts of worship, 
including scriptural references/basis. 
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“We are ‘Central’ to Winona, disciples of Jesus living a vibrant faith.” 

259 W. Wabasha       Winona, MN 55987       www.CentralLutheranChurch.org       507.452.5156 

 Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

                                      
 
  

                                   
 
   
 
  

                                           
  
   

                                      1 
 6:45 Men’s Ec Bible St 
 
 
2:00 Luth Woman Today 
3:00 LWT Circles 
5:00 Dance Class/Life  
         Skills   
6:00 Cantorei 
7:00 Patriotic Concert 
          Choir Rehearsal 

                                     2 
   

 

 
 
 
                                      
 
 
 
  

                                     3 
  
 
2:30 Swanson/ 
        Spitzer Wedding 
 
 
 5:30 Worship 
 
 
 

                                   4 
 8:00 Worship 
 9:15  Sunday School 
          Adult Ed 
10:30  Worship 
 
 

                                  5 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 7:00 TV Broadcast     
        Charter #986                   

                                 6 
9:00  Quilters 
11:00  Staff 
   
 
 
 6:15  Hims Rehearsal 
  
  
   
 

                                         7 
7:00  Communion 
12:00   Personnel 
1:30   St. Anne   
2:15   Callista Ct 
   
5:00  TV Broadcast  
            HBCI #20/Feast 
6:00 Evening Prayer 
6:30  Wed. Nt. Workshop 
 

                                    8 
 6:45 Men’s Ec Bible St  
  
  
5:00 Dance Class/Life  
         Skills   
 6:00 Cantorei                                                        
 7:00 Patriotic Concert 
         Choir Rehearsal 
  
          

                                   9 
 
 
  
  
  

                                   10 
 
 
 
5:30 Worship 
 
 

 
  
  
 

                                  11 
 8:00 Worship 
 9:15  Sunday School 
          Adult Ed 
10:30  Worship 

                                  12 
  9:30 Book Group 
10:00 Prayer Chain 
 6:00 Girl Scouts 
 7:00 TV Broadcast     
        Charter #986                   
    

                                13 
 
 9:00 Quilters 
11:00 Staff 
 
  6:00 Crafts & Quilts 
  6:15 Winona Hims 
 
   
 
 
          

                                       14 
 7:00 Communion     
 
 
5:00 Feast /TV Broadcast                                                                                                           
         HBCI #20 
6:00 Evening Prayer 
6:30 Wed. Nt. Workshop - 
         Guest Speaker Nadia     
          Bolz-Weber 
          
  

                                    15 
 
6:45 Men’s Ec Bible St  
 

 
5:00  Dance Class /Life  
          Skills      
6:00  Cantorei  
7:00  Patriotic Concert 
         Choir Rehearsal 
   

                                   16 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
  

                                 17 
  

 

 

 

 5:30 Worship 
 
 

 
  
 

                                  18 
 8:00 Worship 
 9:15 Sunday School/ 
        Adult Ed 
10:30 Worship    
  
  
 
  
  
 
  

                                  19 
   
 
 
4:30 Caring Casseroles 
 
7:00 TV Broadcast 
        Charter #986  
 
 
   

                                20 
 
 9:00 Quilters 
11:00 Staff 
 
 
5:00  Council 
6:15 Hims Rehearsal 
 
  
 

  

7:00 Communion           21 
11:00 Watkins 
 
1:00  Esther Circle    
2:30 LWM Comm    
5:00 Feast /TV Broadcast                                                                                                           
         HBCI #20 
6:00 Evening Prayer 
No Wed. Nt. Workshop 
6:30 Confirmation   
         Rehearsal 

                                    22 
6:45 Men’s Ec Bible St 
   
 
5:00 Dance/Life Skills 
5:45 Choir 
6:00 Cantorei 
7:00 Patriotic Concert 
        Choir Rehearsal 

                                  23 
 
 
   
 

  
6:30 Confirmation  
        Dinner 
  
   
  
 

                                  24 
  
 
 
 
 
 5:30 Confirmation  
         Worship Service       
 
 

      
 

                                25 

 8:00 Worship 
9:15 Sunday School/ 
        Adult Ed 
10:30 Worship       
   
 
                          
   

                                 26 
  9:30 Book Group 
10:00 Prayer Chain 
 
 
7:00 TV Broadcast 
        Charter #986 
          
 
                                                              

                                27 
 9:00 Quilters 
 
11:00 Staff 
 
 
6:00 Crafts & Quilts   
6:15 Winona Hims 
  
 
 
                                 

                                      28 
7:00 Communion   
 
          
5:00 The Feast/HBCI TV 
        Broadcast #20 
6:00 Evening Prayer 
6:30 Wed. Nt. Workshop  
          

                                  29 
7:00 Communion 
 
5:00 Dance/Life Skills 
6:00 Cantorei 
7:00 Patriotic Concert 
        Choir Rehearsal 

                                   30 
  
  

                                   31                
  
  
  
5:30 Worship 
 
  
  

Central Lutheran Church  

259 West Wabasha St.      
Winona, MN  55987 

Phone: 452-5156   

E-mail: centluth@hbci.com 

website:  
www.centrallutheranchurch.org 

Weekly TV Broadcast  
Mon. 7:00 pm Charter Channel 986 

Wed. 5:00 pm HBCI Channel 20 

Halloween 
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Nadia Bolz-Weber is the founding pastor of House 
for All Sinners and Saints in Denver, CO.  Nobody 
really believes she’s an ordained pastor in the 
ELCA. Maybe it’s the sleeve tattoos or the fact that 
she swears like a truck driver. Either way… she’s 
fine with it. 

We’re excited to have Nadia Bolz-Weber, author of 
"Pastrix" and  "Accidental Saints: Finding God in all the 
Wrong People" coming to Winona, October 14 & 15. 

 Schedule of Events: 
*October 14: 6:30pm speaking to confirmation students 
and youth (of SEMN and LaCrosse Synods) with two col-
lege students on faith and life as young adults here Cen-
tral Lutheran. 

*October 15: 7pm OPEN TO PUBLIC! Speaking @ 
Winona State University's   Somsen Auditorium (175 W 
Mark Street, Winona) on her new book, "Accidental 
Saints: Finding God in all the Wrong  People" 

 


