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Mark Your Calendars! 
Dates to Remember: 
 

Wed., Sep. 7- Confirmation 
          Orientation 

6:30 p.m. in Grace Hall 
Sun., Sep 11: 

Fall Worship Times  
Resume 

8:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. 
 

Sun., Sep 11-9:15-10:15  
Sunday School Rally Day/
Registration 

Downstairs in Green Room:  
Sun., Sep 11– 9:15-10:15 

Grace Hall– Adult Forum 
(Exploring the Gospel) 
Sun., Sep 11–  
Gods Work, Our Hands 

11:30 Lunch 

12:00 Sending out to serve 

 

Wed, Sep 14  Feast Resumes 
5:00 p.m. in Grace Hall 
 

Sun., Sep 18– Mission Trip 
          Forum  
9:15-10:15 in Grace Hall  

 

Thur, Sep 22-Bach Society 
Concert CLC at 7:00 p.m. 
 

Sun., Sep 25-Congregational 
         Forum  
Looking Back/Looking Ahead 

9:15-10:15 am Grace Hall 
 

Sat., Oct 1– Feed My Starving 
Children @ RiverStar, Inc. 
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From the Pastor 

It is good to be with you here at Central Lutheran Church!  I 
have worked with over 100 congregations in the interim and 
call processes and I have seen repeatedly that God can do  
exciting things during this time. Here are six things that often 
happen: 
1.      Unlike most stories that start at the beginning and move 
towards the end, this interim time starts at the end and moves 
towards new beginnings. At Central it began with the resigna-
tion of your previously called pastor, Pastor Rem, and it will 
conclude with the call of your next pastor. In addition, your 
council and I want this time period to be full of many new 

beginnings as people become more involved in all that God is doing through 
you. 
2.      The call and interim processes take a lot of work to do well. A Ministry 
Site Profile will be compiled to recruit prospective pastoral candidates. It will 
require the input of many people. Resist the temptation to rush or take the easy 
route. My goal is the same as yours: to help you get the best pastor possible. 
When that happens, I believe you will say that it took lots of work, but it was 
worth it! 
3.      This is a time for everyone to work together. The Holy Spirit has been giv-
en to all baptized believers and works through all of us, including you. In this 
newsletter you will find a congregational survey on pages 11-12. Please com-
plete this on paper or online. Your perspective - everyone’s perspective - is val-
uable as you discern together where God is leading you. 
4.      This is an opportune moment to look backwards and think about your his-
tory. What stories and experiences have been important and meaningful to you? 
What parts of Central’s history have significantly shaped Central’s identity and 
mission? 

5.      During this interim time, you have an opportunity to make choices. What is 
important to you? What are your goals for the next several years? What gifts and 
skills are you seeking in your next pastor? 

Pastor Westphal 

Continued on Page 2 
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Needed: Five volunteers for stewardship task force 

Help Central achieve its dreams for the coming years while strengthening our generosity and faith. 
Five more volunteers are needed for an important one-year “Stewardship for All Seasons” task 
force. Questions? Ask Pastor Westphal or a council member.  

Central Lutheran Book Group- The book group will begin our fall schedule on September 12th from 9:30 

to 10:30 a.m. and continuing every other Monday morning.  We are going to read and discuss Living on the Ragged 
Edge by Charles R. Swindoll. This book was written in 1985 and continues to be helpful for people looking for a deeper 
sense of satisfaction in a chaotic world. He explores Solomon's ancient journal, Ecclesiastes, with such chapters as 
“Have a Blast While You Last” and “Wise Words for Busy People”.  Join us for thoughtful discussion that goes in many 
directions. All are welcome.  For information call Gayle(507-961-0465) or Cheryl(507-454-7965). 

Congregational Forum:  
“Looking back ~ Looking ahead” 

Sunday, Sept. 25, 9:15-10:15 am in Grace Hall. 
 

Let your voice be heard! Hear the results of the first congregational forum and survey on 
“Staffing and the call process” and then learn about the next steps.  
Mark your calendar and attend this congregational forum to help the council and  
call committee plan for the future. Your input is important! 
  

And mark your calendar for future congregational forums, Sundays from 9:15-10:15 am: 
 

Oct. 16 – “Youth Ministry” with Mary Kay DuChene, Assistant to the Bishop,  
    ELCA Southeastern Minnesota Synod 

Nov. 13 – “Our hopes for the future” 

 

Dec. 4 – “Conversation with the Bishop” with Bishop Steven Delzer,  
    ELCA Southeastern Minnesota Synod 

6.      This time gives you an opportunity to look towards the future with hope. Your whole congregation 
has been called to do God’s work, not just your next pastor. This can be an exciting time as people are   
energized by a renewed understanding of their part in God’s mission. 

As we take this journey of faith during this interim time period, please stay in touch. I’m available and accessi-
ble, and I have enjoyed getting to know Winona and the good folks at Central Lutheran. You can reach me at 
the church office, or on my cell phone 312-608-8551, or by email clc3.pastor@gmail.com or check out my Fa-
cebook page!    

See you in church!    

From the Pastor, continued from page 1 

tel:312-608-8551
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Great News! 
The Feast Committee met August 2, to discuss our future. We were fortunate to have 4 new volunteers 
join us and 3 more responded from the bulletin. 

Melissa Fogarty, has agreed to be the new coordinator. With her help we will be able to serve the Feast on a 
weekly basis. I will be meeting with her to show her  how things work. Nancy Hauschildt has agreed to come 
in with her to see what supplies need to be ordered for the kitchen. We also decided to start the Feast Sept. 
14. 

We still have the greatest need for dishwashers, Wed. afternoon table setters & meal delivery. 

JULY 2016 MEMORIALS 

FEAST 

In Memory of  Kevin Berhow 

Given by Bev Spande, Louanne &  
Rodney Schwarz, Mr & Mrs Hoken-
storm, Dewayne & Marie Exe, Cheri 
Tuxen, Donald & Joan Klagge, Connie 
& Arlyn Picken, Steve & Liz Seltz 

UNDESIGNATED 

In Memory of Kevin Berhow 

Given by Rich & Peggy Twait, Kathy 
Hovell, Arnold & Alanna Fenske 

In Memory of Lucille Berkhalter 
Given by Rick & Peggy Twait 
In Memory of Margaret Eckbald 

Given by Rich & Peggy Twait 
ALTAR GUILD 

In Memory of Kevin Berhow 

Given by Dian & Mark Biesanz 

YOUTH SCHOLARSHIP 

In Memory of Kevin Berhow 

Given by Michael & Denise Bernatz, 
Doris & Richard Laska, James & Mary 
Girtler, Donald & Phyllis Fick, Louise & 
Patrick Lawrynk, Neil & Margaret 
Claus, Donna & Donald Peterson  
MORTAGE FUND 

In Memory of Kevin Berhow 

Given by Jerome & Ardyce Paulson 

QUILTERS 

In Memory of Kevin Berhow 

Given by Gavin & Constance Strand 

EMERGENCY FUND 

In Memory of Kevin Berhow 

Given by Grace Miner  

Ministerial Acts 

Funeral 
August 6-2015  Margaret B. Eckblad 

Wedding 

August 6-2015  Kimberly Klaus & Larry Edgington 

Baptisms 

July 31, 2016   Parker Raymond, son of Marcus & Nicole Stabe 

 

August 7, 2016 Brooklyn Ariana, daughter of  
    Trevor Lee & Kari Pederson 

   Aalyah Rachel, daughter of  
    Trevor Lee & Kari Pederson 

Aaden James, son of Lucas Meyer & Heather Hill 
 

August 14, 2016  Finlay Deedrick, son of Benjamin & Jill Keenan   
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Social Concerns and Missions met August 2nd. The following are a list of upcoming projects that we 
will be sponsoring: August 26th a blood drive run by a WSU student; September 11th God’s Work/Our Hands; 
October1st Feed My Starving Children; October the “Food For Thought” Back Pack program will start;  
November will be Meal Delivery and finally December gift cards will be given to church members who could 
use a helping hand. If you would like to participate in any of these please contact Bev Spande at  
Beverly30@charter.net or call 452-6411.   
 

A budget for Mission money was also approved:  
Elaina Johnson  will be serving in the ELCA’s Youth/Adult in Global Mission Program. She was the youth 
director at Central for a short time 2 years ago=$500.00. 
Pastor Kristen Fryer, Shirley Steckel’s grand-daughter serving as a ELCA Missionary in Egypt, =$1,000.00. 
Luther World Relief shipping=$500.00. 
International Health Partners where Mary Kitundu served as president $500.00. She was a former Parish Nurse 
at Central and designed the kneelers and stoles for Central.  
Feed My Starving Children=$500.00 

Lutheran Campus Center matching grant for their much needed kitchen=$500.00. Rita Lehnertz and Bev 
Spande will work on getting something organized for Sept.18th as Pastor Corrine will be speaking that day. 
Thank you for contributing to the Mission Fund. 

2016 Lake Traverse  
Mission Trip: 
 

On July 31st to Aug 5th, 2016, 11 youth and 3 
adult leaders from Central went to serve in 
the Sisseton, SD with YouthWorks. Sisseton 
is located in the northeastern corner of South  
Dakota and situated in the center of the Lake 
Traverse Indian Reservation. If you would 
like to know more about the trip, attend our 
presentation on September 18th.   
  

Central is proud of the accomplishments that 
our youth do on these trips. For one week they are immersed into service/community work and making a  
difference in so many lives. These types of trips are funded directly from the events that are put on throughout 
the year by the youth.  If you would like to participate or help fund the events or trip, feel free to contact  
Jay Dureske at jay.dureske@gmail.com  
  

The continued support of Central Lutheran and its members is greatly appreciated from the kids and families 
that attended.   
  

2017’s Mission Trip destination will be announced at the Sept 18th presentation. 

Confirmation Orientation 

Wednesday, September 7, 2016 in Grace Hall 

mailto:Beverly30@charter.net
mailto:jay.dureske@gmail.com
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Hello Everyone, 
I pray that all have been having a FUN, SAFE, and HEALTHY summer. 
The time is drawing near and Sunday school will soon be starting. 
We have good news, Amber Mlynczak has volunteered to take over the Sun-
day school superintendent position. Please extend your Congratulations and 
support to her as she takes on this new role. Our needs are still great though 
and we need your support to continue with this vital Sunday school Ministry to 

our youngest members of CLC. 
We are still in need of:  
2 Preschool Co-teachers + 1 helper 
1 Co-teacher for the (3rd & 4th) Grade combined class and 

1 Kindergarten Co-teacher 
Amber was going to co-teach Kindergarten this year but as a result of her taking on the superintendent position 
we will need another co-teacher for the Kindergarten class. 
Won't you prayerfully consider volunteering to teach?  
You will be blessed by the teaching staff and children as well. I guarantee it! They are a great group. 
ATTENTION Sunday School Teachers: 
The 3 & 4 yr. old Milestone set for  Sept. 10th from 9:15 - 10:15 a.m. is CANCELLED. There is a schedul-
ing conflict. A memorial service will be taking place on that day. Details will be forth coming for another day. 
RALLY DAY for Sunday School is Sept. 11th between services being held downstairs in the Large 
group meeting area called the Green room. 
Registration for Sunday School will also be held this day. Be sure to check your child's information to make 
sure it is correct. Make corrections or updates on a new enrollment slip which will be provided. 
Please call the church office at 507- 452-5156 or email me to volunteer for this vital ministry to our youngest 
members. 
Thank you. 
Peace to you and your family, Vickie Everson 

Please check in the Church Office for shift time & to sign up 

tel:507-%20452-5156
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Making Memories  

with our youngest  

community members! 
 

Here are pictures of your  

Child Care Center Ministry… 

 

Central Lutheran Church 

Child Care Center 

September 2016 

Mission: Provide the building blocks of child care  
by creating learning opportunities infused with 

faith while supporting the whole family. 

Questions?  Please contact us:                                      
                                                                  Phone:452.5493                                                
                       Email: childclc@hbci.com  

Together we make a difference  
in the lives of children! 

    
 

Reflections… It has been a Great Summer! 
Summer has been a time for us to all have that youth-
ful experience of sunny days, giggle until you can’t 
breathe and creating moments with the best children 
who remind us what youth is all about.   We celebrated 
all mom’s and dad’s with breakfasts, participated in 
the community’s parade, field trips, water play, and as 
the summer comes to a close….the sound of laughter is 
always one that motivates and inspires. It inspires our 
team to be more for the children, the church and the 
community.   
 

Graduation… As the summer rolls to an end, 
we have students moving on. Although we will miss 
our friends, we 
know they are 
ready for the 
challenges of 
Kindergarten.  
Ladies and gen-
tlemen,  
introducing the 
2016 Preschool 
Graduating class! 
 

Join us for an Open House…  
Ever wonder about the Child Care Center?   
Questions you would love to ask?  
Join us on Tuesday, October 20th from 6pm-7pm.  
Come see our world! 
 

Thank you...Thanks to 
Styx Concrete for the  
donation and installation of 
new sand for our sandbox and 
new wood chips!   
We appreciate your  
generosity! 

You’ve got a friend in me! 

Toddlers captivated watching  
the new sand installed! 
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From Pastor Corrine— Winona Lutheran Campus Center 

Finding a place.  
In June, Kelly and I visited with Doloris Wedul, matriarch of the Lutheran Campus Cen-
ter. She and her daughter, Sylvia, welcomed us into her home where we shared Kelly’s 
homemade cookies and coffee from Mugby (the coffeehouse to which we  
rent space). We talked about life in  Winona long ago while Sylvia  prompted  her 
mom’s  memories — memories of baking birthday cakes for students, enjoying picnics 
by the lake, and welcoming students  into their home for years. We left blessed, not 
only by the afternoon visit, but by years of faithful ministry to and with young adults in 
Winona. Young adults who found a place…like Scott, Steph, Olivia… Just days before 
our visit with Doloris one of our current students, Scott, came to the LCC to say, “I real-
ized recently that this is my place. When something 
happens in my life, good or bad, I want to come 
here and share it with the people here.”  

A few weeks later an alumna, Steph, came to the LCC on her day off. She drove forty 
minutes to simply “be” in the space, do wedding planning, and rest in a place that is 
sanctuary for her. 
A month after that a new student, Olivia, told us that the LCC is what she’s been 
looking for in college, and she didn’t even know that until she started talking with 
one of our students over the summer.  She jumped in, decorating our chalkboard 
wall in order to welcome students—new and current—to the LCC.  
Two weeks after that, Kelly and I sat beneath a large tent outside the LCC on “move-

in day” for new Winona State University students, equipped with tootsie rolls,      
tissues, water, mints and helpful hints to start the year.  We spoke with a handful of 
parents and students, inviting them into a legacy left by our centenarian, Doloris, and into a place where they can be 
found, known, challenged, and loved.  
Thanks be to God for Doloris, for this ministry, and for you! You are the ones carrying this ministry into the future, and 
we are eternally grateful for that. 
With joy, 
Pastor Corrine 

Preparing for 
Baptism? 

Washed & 

Welcome is the 

process where 

Central invites 

candidates and 

families for Baptism to explore 

what it means to become part of 

this faith community. 

Contact Julie Palubicki 507.458.2866  or 

jules364@gmail.com 

A station for the Rite of 

Healing offered each Third 

Sunday of the month in 

Holy Spirit Chapel (left) during 

communion. At any time before or after you 

commune you are invited to join the pastor 

in prayer for healing for yourself or someone 

else.   

Exploring the Gospel 

(Adult Forum) 

Sundays at 9:15 a.m.  
in Grace Hall 

September 11: Luke 15:1-10 

October 2: Luke 17:5-10 

Join us as we explore the Gospel 
texts…all are welcome! 
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ELCA Churchwide Assembly key actions 
8/16/2016 11:40:00 AM  

 

CHICAGO – Voting members of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) approved a number of 
key actions during the 2016 ELCA Churchwide Assembly held in New Orleans Aug. 8-13. The assembly is 
the highest legislative authority of the church.  
 

The 945 voting members: 
 

 Elected William B. Horne II of St. Paul's Lutheran Church, Clearwater, Fla., vice president of the 
ELCA. Horne was installed during closing worship Aug. 13. 

 Accepted the "Declaration on the Way," a unique ecumenical document that marks a path toward great-
er unity between Catholics and Lutherans. At the heart of the document are 32 "Statements of Agree-
ment" that state where Lutherans and Catholics do not have church-dividing differences on topics about 
church, ministry and the Eucharist. The document also presents the differences that remain. 

 Approved AMMPARO – the ELCA's strategy to Accompany Migrant Minors with Protection, Advoca-
cy, Representation and Opportunities. The ELCA developed this strategy based on commitments to up-
hold and guarantee the basic human rights and safety of migrant children and their families; to address 
the root causes of migration in countries from Central America's Northern Triangle and Mexico and the 
treatment of migrants in transit; to work toward just and humane policies affecting migrants in and out-
side the U.S.; to engage as a church with all of its companions, affiliates and partners to respond to the 
migration situation and its causes; and to advocate for migrant children and their families. 

 Approved the Ministry of Word and Service roster. Beginning Jan. 1, 2017, ELCA associates in minis-
try, deaconesses and diaconal ministers will be a single, unified roster of Ministry of Word and Service. 
The accompanying constitutional amendments related to the roster were also considered and approved 
by the assembly. 

 Approved the 2017-2019 budget proposal. The budget includes a 2017 current fund spending authoriza-
tion of $65,296,005 and a 2017 ELCA World Hunger spending authorization of $24.8 million; a 2018 
current fund income proposal of $64,057,220 and a 2018 ELCA World Hunger income proposal of $25 
million; a 2019 current fund income proposal of $64,151,175 and a 2019 ELCA World Hunger income 
proposal of $25 million; and authorizes the Church Council to establish a spending authorization after 
periodic review of revised income estimates. 

 Approved various memorials – or proposals – from the ELCA's 65 synods. In addition to memorials 
considered "en bloc," the assembly separately approved the following: deepening relationships with his-
toric Black churches; toward a responsible energy future; repudiation of the Doctrine of Discovery; 
peace with justice in the Holy Land; justice for the Holy Land through responsible investment; African 
Descent Lutherans; call to discernment on U.S. foreign and military policy; welcoming refugees; and 
supporting military personnel, veterans and their families. 

 Elected members to serve on: Church Council, Portico Benefits Services, Mission Investment Fund, 
Augsburg Fortress, Committee on Appeals, Committee on Discipline and Nominating Committee. 

 Adopted amendments to the ELCA Constitution, Bylaws and Continuing Resolutions. 
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July 27, 2016 Church Council Minutes 

Present: Ed Berkley, Judy Davis, Marie Holmquist, Carol 
Kramer, Pastor Westphal, Paul Ness, Steven Hacken, Dian 
Biesanz 

Meeting called to order by Ed Berkley at 6:00 P.M. Staff  
reports accepted. 
Secretary’s report from June 15th approved – motion by 
Steve Hacken second by Judy Davis. 
Treasure’s report accepted – motion by Steve Hacken sec-
ond by Judy Davis. 
Attendance remains stable, perhaps even up a bit, unfortu-
nately offering not reflecting this. 
Dian Biesanz was accepted into the fold as acting secretary 
due to Erin Van Beeks departure.  
Acceptance and approval of fall schedule with two Sunday 
worship services – 8:00 and 10:30 A.M. with Sunday 
School and Bible study at 9:15 A.M. Motion made by Ste-
ve Hacken and second by Dian Biesanz.  
Pastor Lanny Westphal was warmly welcomed as our inter-
im pastor; his installation will take place on Sunday July 
31st, 2016 at both 8:00 and 9:15 A.M. services. Pastor 
Westphal’s schedule is Tuesday thru Sunday morning 
(services) with Mondays off.  
Personnel/job descriptions for staff were approved – Mo-
tion by Steve Hacken second by Marie Holmquist. Only 
job description still open is for Erik Floan and his involve-
ment with webmaster maintenance. 
Discussion of the use of Church property/space included 
whether or not a response to a letter received from a dis-
gruntled person needed to be addressed with regard to the 
Gospel/Patriotic Concert held at Central. Consensus was 
that no response was needed. No additional policy change 
was set forth with regard to approvals for future concerts 
such as this. Bruce Odell and Debbie Berhow were present 
for a few minutes to update us all on the success of said 
concert. Very well received and $13,000 was raised for the 
benefit of local veterans. Central Lutheran Church was pre-
sented a check for $1295 – an agreed upon amount for the 
use of our building for rehearsals and concert presentations. 
Central Lutherans application for Stewardship for all Sea-
sons has been approved; $1,000 will need to be sent to this 
organization. There is a meeting of this group on August 
25th in Owatonna- to which Central should send at least 1-2 
representatives. Steve Hacken will draft a letter to past 
presidents of Central in the hopes of generating interest in 
attending this meeting. 
The continuation of The Feast in the fall was discussed at 
length. The biggest concern is obtaining a cook to plan and 
prepare meals. Paul Ness informed us that there is about 
$8,000 in the feast budget which would allow us to hire a 
cook for now in the hopes that in continuing the Feast 

would be self supportive going forward. Motion to this af-
fect was made by Paul Ness Second by Judy Davis. We 
will recruit volunteers for serving and clean-up.  
We will continue to have weekly updates presented to the 
congregation. July 31st updates will be given by Carol Kra-
mer at 8:00 and Marie Holmquist at 9:15 A.M. Future dates 
to be covered as needed and council members are available. 
Pastor Westphal told us of planned forums each month . . . 
8/21 Congregations forum to update everyone of our goals 
(i.e. who our call committee is looking for---1 Lead Pastor, 
Senior Pastor and Youth Leader or other); 9/25 forum titled 
Looking Forward/Ahead; 10/16 Youth Ministry; 11/13 
Hopes for the Future; and 12/04 Bishop from Synod will be 
present to answer any additional concerns and questions. 
Pastor Westphal also would like to conduct Intentional In-
dividual Interviews with each member of council to get a 
feel for our plans moving forward. 
Council Reports: 
Connie Larson: Office Administration & Small Group, 
Social & Service Ministries. I’m beginning to feel like a 
broken record, but the Feast is in danger of continuing. We 
have lost the help of one couple to cook and have not had 
new help step forward for a long time. The faithful workers 
of 8-10 years are getting tired and wondering if they want 
to return. We have lost Kevin Berhow’s help, with meal 
delivery. I will be going to La Crosse Tuesday afternoon 
this week to talk with Our Saviors Lutheran Church. They 
have made an offer to help do some of the cooking at their 
church to be transported to Central. This brings up issues of 
food safety that have to be resolved. Even with that help, 
we will not have someone here to do the set up and reheat-
ing the next day. Without extra office help, I don’t feel I 
can handle it all. I have contacted Western Wisconsin 
Technical College to see if their “Food Professional” pro-
gram could help. The response I received was that we are 
welcome to submit that to their volunteer site. The subject 
of hiring a cook/coordinator has come up as an option, also 
just serving the 1st & 3rd Wednesdays. The committee will 
be meeting August 2, to discuss this. Please come join us 
and give us some input. 
We are moving forward with the God’s Work Our Hands 
Sunday, September 11, planning. We have new areas of 
places to volunteer along with ones from the previous 
years. Please, consider setting aside that day to join with 
the whole ELCA in a day of service. 
I continue to help support Marilyn as she gets acquainted 
with the church software, the congregation and how things 
are done in a church setting. We were able to get the state-
ments out this week via bulk mail. She is a good addition to 
our staff.  With Pastor Westphal’s arrival, I’m sure things 
will be busy and exciting.  

Continued on page 10 
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Erik Floan-Director of Worship, Music & Arts (& Com-
munications) 
Fall Worship Schedule. Worship Board met and 
reached this consensus: Offer the usual fall Sunday Sched-
ule (8:00 am worship, 9:15 am Sunday school, 10:30 am 
worship). In addition, offer at least one evening service 
(Sunday, Saturday, or Wednesday were discussed - pros/
cons to each). There was recognition that staffing (pastors, 
musicians) and volunteer commitment (altar guild, ushers, 
counters, lectors) are key drivers for any final decisions. 
Summer Worship On the Green (one outside, one in-
side) is well received and enjoyed.  One more in August 
and maybe another September. (Next summer I think we 
should offer this more frequently). Worship Board provides 
special hospitality for these Sundays.  
Faith Turning Points continues in a smaller  form that 
last summer. Primary focus is on getting to know Call 
Committee & Council Members. We have also Wednesday 
Night Workshop (Confirmation) and after the Orlando club 
shooting, a session “God, Guns, & Gays.”  

Reformation 500: “Freed & Renewed in Christ”. 2017 
marks the 500th anniversary of Luther’s actions sparking 
the Reformation.  Congregations are encouraged to observe 
and mark this occasion. I intend to form a Steering & Con-
sultation Committee to help Central engage the anniver-
sary. 
Patriotic Gospel Concert drew full houses and raised 
over $12,000 for local Veteran support.  While it occasion-
ally required extra work for staff (but for the record there 
were really no surprises-what was requested/proposed is 
what happened), and while the year-long singer commit-
ment was a major commitment for volunteers, I am im-
pressed and proud of all who participated, attended, and 
engaged the community. Our ministries could learn some-
thing from this level of engagement. 
Website & Communications. I continue to manage the 
CLC Website; the CLC Weekly eNews is also proving to 
be a helpful communication tool. 
Master Calendar Planning. I led a Calendar  Planning 
session with Kelly & Connie which we hope will lead to a 
more effective and efficient tool (such as online) for staff 
and the congregation. 
Call Committee Directory published in pr int (weekly 
bulletin insert), as well as on CLC website:  http://
www.centrallutheranchurch.org/call-process/ 
ELCA Churchwide Assembly meets August 8-13 in New 
Orleans.  Here are excerpts from what Presiding Bishop 
Elizabeth Eaton writes (https://www.elca.org/en/CWA-

2016): 
The ELCA Churchwide Assembly, the primary decision-

making body of the church, is a process of communal spir-
itual discernment. 
When the ELCA Churchwide Assembly convenes, its voting 
members meet with confidence in God’s grace around 
word and water, wine and bread, to carry on their work on 
behalf the entire church. Over the course of the assembly, 
voting members: Hear reports and review the work of 
churchwide officers, leaders and units; Receive and consid-
er proposals from synod assemblies; Elect officers, board 
members and other leaders as specified by the constitution 
or bylaws; Establish ELCA churchwide policy; Worship 
together; Adopt a budget; and Conduct other business re-
lated to the ELCA churchwide organization. When mem-
bers of the assembly participate in and make decisions 
about the mission and ministry of the ELCA: We are 
church. We are Lutheran. We are church together. We are 
church for the sake of the world.  
Paul Ness, Treasurer : Here are a few Highlights 
(lowlights)of the June Financial Report: Attendance is the 
highlight as we are actually above 2015 at midyear.  It is up 
by 14 attendees.  Income is still on the low side with an 
accumulated YTD revenue shortfall of $106,869. The good 
news is expenses are also down $61,884.The gap between 
these two is a problem.We had a net shortfall in June of 
$(4,849). YTD $(52,056). This drove our General Fund 
balance negative for the first time. This is a sad and disap-
pointing landmark as it represents we are now out of Gen-
eral Fund reserves and are operating on borrowed money 
from our Undesignated Funds account.  This will need to 
be paid back in the future unless the council takes the unu-
sual position of paying operating expense from Undesignat-
ed Funds. We must rebuild, one brick at a time. 
We need to step into our Stewardship program soon.  How-
ever, we need to be able to articulate our plans for the fu-
ture and make a compelling case for giving. Why should 
someone give if they don’t see or feel something happen-
ing?  I get that. So, plan and then communicate, communi-
cate, communicate. 
I spoke with Pastor Lanny today. He has great perspective 
on the Stewardship program. Again, we need to define a 
plan first.  It can change and evolve but we must have 
something to sell.  
Day Care continues to march on profitably and paying the 
General Fund over $2,000 per month.  We need to learn 
lessons from CC.  I would be happy to answer questions 
before or during the meeting. 

 

Reports continued from page 9. 
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“Staffing and the call process” - CLC congregational 
survey 

This survey is for those who could not attend the forum on Aug. 21 or 28. Please 
complete a paper copy of this survey, or beginning Sept. 1, an online version at 
http://tinyurl.com/z9z2fxl. 

 

Your input is needed! 
Please fill in the following blanks and return this form by Sept. 12 to the box in the narthex marked “Surveys”. 
The call committee will compile the responses. The call committee and council will use this information to plan 
for the future and to complete the Ministry Site Profile which will be given to prospective pastoral candidates.  
 

Please complete just one survey per person. All members, young and old, are invited to complete this survey. 
The results of this survey will be available at the next forum on Sept. 25. 
 

At Central Lutheran Church, we are excited about: 
 

 

In the next few years, we hope to: 
 

 

To accomplish our goals, our staff should include (circle one): 
One pastor 

One pastor and a youth worker 

Two pastors, one focused on youth 

Another combination (list) 
 

 

Other comments: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

______________________________________________ Please write your name if you want a response call 
from Pastor Westphal or a member of the council or call committee. 

(over)  

http://tinyurl.com/z9z2fxl


Welcoming All Growing Faith 

Engaging Worship Compassionate Service 

Background information: 
 

Here is a report on Central’s operating fund year-to-date, January - July 2016 

Income: $259,690 

Expenses: $332,689 

(The $72,999 shortfall is temporarily covered by borrowing from designated 
funds.) 
Thank you for your support of Central’s ministry. 
 

 

For your information, here is what it costs to have staff who can work with youth: 
Associate pastor, 0-30 years of experience: $47,400 - $72,300, plus medical, pension, & other benefits 

Rostered “deacon”, 0-30 years of experience: $37,400 - $57,700, plus medical, pension, & other benefits 

Trained “lay professional” youth worker, 0-30 years of experience: $33,000 - $51,500, plus medical,  
pension, & other benefits 

Lay youth worker, full or part-time (no salary guidelines) 
These figures are based on the 2016 guidelines adopted by the Southeastern Minnesota Synod. 
 

The current goals of the Central council and Pastor Westphal during this interim period are to work on stew-
ardship, youth ministry, an organizational review and extending invitations to inactive members. You are 
invited to participate in accomplishing these goals! 

 

The council, call committee and Pastor have agreed to host monthly congregational forums. Mark your calen-
dar for future forums, Sundays, 9:15-10:15 am: 
Sept. 25 – “Looking back ~ Looking ahead” 

Oct. 16 – “Youth Ministry” with Mary Kay DuChene, Assistant to the Bishop, ELCA Southeastern Minneso-
ta Synod 

Nov. 13 – “Our hopes for the future” 

Dec. 4 – “Conversation with the Bishop” with Bishop Steven Delzer, ELCA Southeastern Minnesota Synod  
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Ways to Serve:  

 Bundles of Love baby layettes  

 Global Health Ministries rolled bandages  

 Lutheran World Relief School Kits  

 Bake cookies for community meals  

 Habitat for Humanity  

 Adopt-a-Highway County 9  

SCHOOL KIT MATERIALS 
NEEDED  

Lutheran World Relief has put 
out an urgent request for 
schools kits. To reach our goal 
of 100 School Kits we will need:  

 70 sheet notebooks wide or 
college ruled (4/kit) 

 blunt scissors 

 16 or 24 count crayons 

 pencil sharpeners 

Cookie Supplies Needed  

*Rice Krispie Cereal  

*10 oz bags marshmallows  

* Butter  

“GOD’S WORK. OUR HANDS” 

TOGETHER IN MISSION  

Sunday, September 11, 2016  

Faith Lutheran, Central Lutheran, Cedar Valley Lutheran & the 
Lutheran Campus Center will work together on  
Sunday, September 11 to do God's work using our hands.   

Please sign-up in the narthex if you would like to participate.  

11:30 am Gather at Central  Lutheran for lunch & sending  


