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November/December 
Dates to Remember… 

Nov. 1-All Saints’ Sunday 

Nov 7– Pizza, Ice Cream &   
 Bingo  Social 6:30 p.m. 
Nov. 8-Campus Ministry  
   Sunday 

Nov. 14-Walk Thru New Testa-   
              ment Live 5-9th graders 

Nov. 15-Winona Oratorio      
 Chorus Concert at 
 Cathedral 3pm 

Nov. 22-Christ the King Sunday,    
   Sunday School Sings 1030 

Nov. 25-Thanksgiving Eve  
                Service 6:30 p.m. 
Nov. 29-1st Sunday in Advent   
 (No Sunday School) 
Advent Fair-11:30-2:00  
 

Dec. 5—Bake Sale 

Christmas Program  rehearsal    
         (speaking only) 9-10 a.m. 
Dec. 6—Christmas High Tea 

Dec. 12—Christmas Program       
             full rehearsal 9-10 a.m. 
Dec. 13—Christmas Program 
10:30 with Family Tea following 

259 W. Wabasha       Winona, MN 55987       www.CentralLutheranChurch.org       507.452.5156 

Preparing for All Saints’ Sunday 

Sunday November 1, 2015 

 

All Saints’ Sunday is the day the church  
remembers all the Saints. This beautiful service 
includes naming aloud those who have been 
Baptized at Central this past year, and also  
naming aloud those from Central who have 
died. In addition, you are invited to light a  
candle in honor of those who have died from 
your circle of friends and family. If you are remembering someone who has 
died from your family (I always remember my grandparents on All Saints), I 
encourage you to converse with your child about how we remember them 
in God’s love through this simple but meaningful ritual.   
 

Remembering the Saints during November 

During November the church remembers all the Saints, especially those 
who have died this past year. You are invited to remember the life of those 
who have died from your circle of friends and family by writing their name 
in a Book available at the Baptismal Font. These names will be read aloud 
on at the Prayers of the People all November. 
 

– Erik Floan, director of worship music & arts 
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Welcoming All Growing Faith 

Engaging Worship Compassionate Service 

Focus on Lutheran Campus Ministry 

Sunday November 8, 2015 

College is an impactful time in life. It is a season of learning, growth, and 

faith formation. As a synod, we celebrate the importance of campus ministry. 

Through opportunities for worship, service, learning and faithful conversa-

tions, campus ministry provides safe spaces for students to build a sense of 

community while at college. In our synod, there are two sites: 

Lutheran Campus Center, Winona 

Crossroads Campus Ministry, Mankato 

Synod Bishop Steven Delzer deeply supports the importance of campus ministry in our synod. “The Lutheran Campus 
Center in Winona and Crossroads Campus Ministry in Mankato are integral components in the life of our synod. They 

are centers of learning, faith, and service. Pastor Corrine Denis (Winona) and Pastor Tammy Dahlvang (Mankato) both 

have a deep appreciation of and giftedness for campus ministry leadership,” Delzer stated in his letter to all congregations 

in the synod.  Connect a Student to Campus Ministry: Do you have a friend or relative who has en-

tered college? The campus pastors of our synod invite you to take a moment and fill out the ELCA Campus Ministry 

Online Referral Form. This form will help get students connected to campus ministries around the country! The form is 

short, and will not take much more than 90 seconds per student to complete!  

Here’s a link: http://www.elcacampusministry.org/ 

Nadia Bolz Weber in Winona 

Central Lutheran Church, in Partnership with Lutheran 

Campus Center (Winona), hosted ELCA pastor and 

New York Times best-selling author Nadia Bolz-Weber 

Wednesday and Thursday October 14-15, 2015.  

Wednesday Nadia spoke to a CLC sanctuary-full of most-

ly middle schoolers.  Thursday she addressed a large 

crowd at Winona State University’s Somsen Hall. 
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thanksgiving Eve Service 

Wednesday, November 25, 6:30 pm  
at Central Lutheran Church 

Followed by a piefest!  

“We are ‘Central’ to Winona, disciples of Jesus living a vibrant faith.” 

259 W. Wabasha       Winona, MN 55987       www.CentralLutheranChurch.org       507.452.5156 

Please join us for our Christmas High Tea 

Sunday, December 6, 3:00 pm 

Serving: delicate sandwiches, savories and dessert in the proper high tea 

style.  We will enjoy some Christmas Carols, readings and fellowship.  What a 

wonderful time to wear a hat.  Please bring a friend and enjoy an afternoon 

together.  We are looking for people to decorate and host a    table.  Hostesses 

are asked to bring a dessert to share.   

Sign up to host or attend in the Church Office. 

The CENTRAL LUTHERAN HOLIDAY Bake Sale   
Saturday, December 5, 9:00-11:30 am.  

For sale will be lefse, krumkake, rosettes plus other Scandinavian and ethnic favor-
ites. Baked goods or cash donation from members of the  congregation are always    
appreciated. Food items should be brought to the church on Friday, Dec. 4, between    
1-5 pm. Extra help is also need to package and price items Friday afternoon.               
Proceeds go to local and world missions. 

Walk Through the New Testament LIVE 

Saturday, November 14  

9am-3pm 

This event is offered to all students 5-9th 
grade at no cost. 

Adults are welcome for a fee of $15. 

Registrations are found in the Narthex. 

Pizza, Ice Cream & Bingo Social 
Saturday, November 7  
6:30 p.m. 

Come and enjoy some social time with 
your fellow Christians: Eat pizza, play 
Bingo (maybe Bible bingo) and enjoy 
ice cream for dessert.  We will meet af-
ter the 5:30 worship, but you do not 
need to attend the service. 
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Welcoming All Growing Faith 

Engaging Worship Compassionate Service 

Lutheran History  

 Lutherans In the House 

Erik Floan, Director of Worship Music & Arts 

American Lutherans are known for keeping our mouths shut, but occasionally 
one of us is tapped to speak.  Perhaps the most famous American Lutheran 
Speaker is Frederick Augustus Melchior Muhlenberg, the First (and Third!) 
Speaker of the US House. 

Why do I bring this up?  By Friday of this week – October 30 – Wisconsin Rep-
resentative Paul Ryan is expected to succeed retiring Ohio Speaker and Rep-
resentative John Boehner. 

Both of these congressmen place their Roman Catholic faith at the center of 
their personal and political lives.  Boehner, easily moved to tears, announced 
his retirement the morning after meeting Pope Francis, almost skipping into 
the press briefing singing “Zippidee Doo-Dah….” and then announced (I’m 
paraphrasing (barely)): “Yesterday I met the Pope; this morning I woke up 
and decided ‘screw it, I’m done with this.’” 

As the Speakership drama unfolded, I was reminded that a Lutheran pastor 
from Pennsylvania served as the first Speaker of the House during an even 
more dramatic period in US history. 

Frederick Augustus Melchior Muhlenberg (1750-1801) was the second son to Heinrich Melchoir Muhlenberg, a Ger-
man immigrant pastor regarded the founder of American Lutheranism. 

Ordained by the Pennsylvania Ministerium in 1770, Frederick served congregations in his home state and then, from 
1774-1776, in New York City.  He returned to Pennsylvania when British troops landed in New York. 

A member of the First Continental Congress in 1779, Muhlenberg was elected its first Speaker on November 3, 1780.  
He was also a delegate to the 1787 Constitutional Convention and was the first person to sign the Bill of Rights.  He 
reportedly is also responsible for suggesting George Washington be addressed as “Mister President” rather than “Your 
Excellency” or other title. 

According to the US House of Representatives, Muhlenberg was elected as a compromise candidate:  

First, he had practical experience as the presiding officer of the Pennsylvania legislature. Second, the selection of 
Muhlenberg was something of a political compromise that powerfully symbolized sectional balance for the new repub-
lic: President George Washington of Virginia, was a southerner; Vice President John Adams of Massachusetts, was a 
New Englander; and Speaker Muhlenberg was from the Mid-Atlantic. Third, Muhlenberg’s physical bearing also con-
veyed dignity and authority. Columbian Magazine observed that his “rubicund complexion and oval face, hair full pow-
dered, tamboured satin vest of ample dimensions, dark blue coat with gilt buttons, and a sonorous voice, all corre-
sponding in appearance and sound with his magnificent name.” (Website, archives of the US House of Representatives) 

So as the US House Speaker drama unfolds, remember that it was a Pennsylvania Lutheran Pastor who first held that 
gavel.  Oh, and it’s ok to talk about this with others, too. 

Sources: 

The Speaker’s House: http://www.speakershouse.org 

Wikipedia: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Frederick_Muhlenberg 

Frederick Muhlenberg, 1750-1801 

http://history.house.gov/People/Listing/W/WASHINGTON,-George-(W000178)/
http://history.house.gov/People/Listing/A/ADAMS,-John-(A000039)/
http://www.speakershouse.org
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Frederick_Muhlenberg
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“We are ‘Central’ to Winona, disciples of Jesus living a vibrant faith.” 

259 W. Wabasha       Winona, MN 55987       www.CentralLutheranChurch.org       507.452.5156 

Keeping the Promises: Affirmation of Baptism 

At Baptism we make promises: Parents, sponsors, all of us (From Service of Holy Baptism, Evangelical Lutheran Worship, p. 227ff-): 

PARENTS promise to God and to the congregation that as they bring their children to receive baptism they promise “to 
live with them among God's faithful people, bring them to the word of God and the holy supper, teach them the 

Lord's Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten Commandments, place in their hands the holy scriptures, and nurture them 

in faith and prayer.” 

SPONSORS promise “to nurture these children in the Christian faith as you are empowered by God’s Spirit, and to 
help them live in the covenant of baptism and in communion with the church.” 

CONGREGATIONS promise “to support these children, and pray for them in their new life in Christ.” 

On Saturday October 24 these fifteen young persons celebrated their Affirmation of Baptism (Confirmation) at Central: 

Annika Anderson 

Broderick Richard Bittle 

Alexander Thomas Buerck 

Brady Austin Byom 

Emma Mjoen Christianson 

Ryan Steven Cone 

Samuel Alexander Nascak 

Cole Christopher Nisbit 

Riley Tracy Olson 

Morgan Rae Polodna 

Jacob Michael Reeck 

Anna Elise Rem 

Destiny Rain Staff 

Journey Rose Walters 

Abigail Marie Wicka 

Thank you to Wednesday Night Workshop (Confirmation) Parents, Guides, Students, and Leaders for helping Central 

keep our Baptismal Promises. 
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Making Memories with our 

youngest community members! 
Here are pictures of your  

Child Care Center Ministry… 
  

  

  

  

   

 

 

 

Central Lutheran Church 

Child Care Center 

November 2015 

Mission: Provide the building blocks of child care  
by creating learning opportunities infused with  
faith while supporting the whole family. 

Thank you to our key volunteers! 
Thank you for sharing your time and 
talents! 

 

Sandy Matzke  
Thank you for your week-
ly visits with the infants!  

We cherish  your 
snuggles, time & 
love! 

  
 

Rita Lehnertz 

Thank you for always volun-
teering for all of the behind 
the scenes!  We couldn’t 
have made our many             
fundraisers successful with-
out you! 

 

Grace Schueler 

Thank you for your support 
and weekly help!  Your en-
couragement and “GET-IT-

DONE” attitude helps us get-it-done! 

Questions?  Please contact us:    Phone:452.5493                                                            
               Email: childclc@hbci.com  

Together we make 
a difference in the 

life of a child! 

May we all strive to have an attitude of 
gratitude every day and let this spirit of 
Thanksgiving start us down that path! 

With gratitude, joy and blessings… 

Your Child Care Center Ministry Team 
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Refugee Sunday Touched Hearts, Touched 
Lives 

Refugee Sunday (October 18) touched many hearts and in turn CLC will 

touch many lives. 

We heard powerful firsthand witness of life as a refugee from Project FINE 

program development director Chong Sher who himself came to Minnesota 

as a refugee following the Vietnam war. 

Scripture and preaching reminded us that the story of God’s People has al-
ways been one of involuntary movement and perilous migration: Adam & 

Eve cast out of Eden; Moses leading Israel out of Egypt; Jesus himself, barely breathing on this earth, forced to 

flee Egypt from a madman who slaughtered children ages two and under. 

“Open Space” – stations set up around the sanctuary set up for reflection, prayer, learning, and response, and 

guided by a “Passport” – focused our attention to the current refugee crisis 

And heeding Christ’s call that as you have provided for the least of these, you have provided for me we collected a dedi-

cated Refugee Offering totaling $6,880 – including $700 in matching funds. 

Well done, good and faithful servants!   If you wish to add your offering to this total, make checks out to Lutheran Disaster 

Response and bring it to the church office. 

Thank you to Margaret Smart who spearheaded the Refugee Sunday endeavors.  

“We are ‘Central’ to Winona, disciples of Jesus living a vibrant faith.” 

259 W. Wabasha       Winona, MN 55987       www.CentralLutheranChurch.org       507.452.5156 

The Book Group continues to discuss 
the book " The Hole in our Gospel" by Richard 
Stearns.  The discussion is thoughtful  and chal-
lenging and we would like to have you join 
us.  Our meetings in November are the 9th and 
the 23rd at 9:30 am at CLC.  We will be se-
lecting a book to start the New Year and all sug-
gestions are welcome.   

A big Thank You for everyone who helped filling our School Back Packs for LWR.  We did meet our goal 

of 100, with your help and a donation of supplies from Fastenal.  We have some if the items for many more 

packs but would need additional supplies to complete the Packs. Check with Donna or Nancy to see what is 

needed.  We have been informed that 6350 back packs have been given to the Syrian Refuge Children.  Another 

big need is for Personal Care Kits. This is essential for them as they left their homes with virtually nothing.  We 

will let you know what goes in these Kits in the coming months. Lets support this effort to provide for those in 

need with our prayers, money and physical items .  

Exploring the Gospel 
Sunday mornings at 9:15 a.m. in 

Grace Hall 
Join us in exploring the Gospel reading each  

Sunday.  All are welcome, any time! 
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Welcoming All Growing Faith 

Engaging Worship Compassionate Service 

Central Lutheran Church Council Minutes: 9/15/15 

Present: Pr. Michelle Rem, Carol Kramer, Sean Gotz, Julie Palu-
bicki, Judy Davis, Ed Berkley, Jack Richter. Absent:  Samantha 
Wagner  
Call to Order: Jack 

Secretary’s Report-Carol: 8/18/15 Council minutes. Judy/Ed 
MSP to approve. 
Treasurer’s Report-Ed:  Monthly Review-Revenue for the 
month of August was down from budget by nearly $1,000 and 
increased the YTD deficit.  The expenses were also less than we 
budgeted but out paced by shortfall in income. We have received 
the final Flood damage payment. The difference is being covered 
by Childcare since the remainder was for additional counter 
space that was needed. Year to Date Review -We are presently 
$60,183 below expenses even-though staff is doing a good job of 
keeping expenses below budgeted amounts. Current month shows 
the Childcare in a negative financial position.   
Action Items:  Consent Agenda/Reports:  Julie/Sean MSP to 
approve.  
Discussion items: Call Committee Update-Steve – Currently no 
candidates for the Associate Pastor position. Stewardship/
Fundraising Campaign – Jack met with past presidents for  
initial discussion of challenge grant possibilities for the sole pur-
pose of debt reduction. Indications of interest for a challenge/
match by the Congregation.  Will continue to discuss and identify 
key contributors. Nominations/Determine date for elections –  
Currently seeking nominations for Council at Large. Will sched-
ule date at next meeting.  
Water damage update – Work is complete. Waiting for the last 
of the reimbursements. Next steps are to have the basement 
(weeping) wall fixed, then focus on the plans for the playground. 
Strategies for Sharing the Vision and Mission with the Con-
gregation-Update of website needed.  Suggestion of adding gen-
eral information with Facebook feed for upcoming events.  Status 
of Goals: Welcoming All-banners, promotional material, on-

going; Engaging Worship-in place; Growing Faith-Faith Turning 
Points successful & continuing, Baptism Prep Group. Tax Credit-
Employer Health Insurance - Sequestration reduction resulted 
in less than expected but anticipate approximately $2,000 by Oc-
tober. Movement of Pews-Worship & Music Board  - Plan is in 
place.  Waiting for carpenter to give a start date. Picture Day – 
October 21st will be the evening for Confirmation and Council 
member pictures. Worship Attendance Analysis– Pr Rem will 
present an analysis based on attendance/income at the next meet-
ing. 2016 Health Care Options – Notification has been received 
of a significant increase in cost of current health care benefits.  
Task group to address; Jack, Carol, Sean, Ed along with Pr. Rem. 
Youth Ministry – The part time youth support person will be 
meeting with the youth shortly with Installation planned for the 
near future. 
Next Meeting Agenda Items: Call Committee Update, Nomi-
nations & Date for Election of Officers, Stewardship/Fundraising 
Campaign, Worship Analysis, Faith Turning Points  
Judy/Ed MSP to adjourn. Respectfully submitted, Carol Kramer 
Secretary 

Council Reports-October 2015: Pastor Michelle M. Rem:  
WELCOMING ALL:  New visitor parking spaces have been in-
stalled.  The “weeping wall” has been fixed. Spring will tell us 
whether it was effective. The High School Youth have a lock-in 
planned for October 23-24. ENGAGING WORSHIP:  The Affir-
mation of Baptism service is October 24, Reformation weekend. 
We have 15 confirmands. Ed Berkley has built a beautiful stand 
for the entry candles. It will be dedicated on All Saints weekend, 
October 31/November 1. Campus Ministry Sunday is November 
8.  LIFE-LONG FAITH FORMATION:  The Confirmation 
Evening of Honor Dinner will be held October 23. The Synod 
Theological Conference is November 1 – 3 in Onalaska. The 
Walk Through the New Testament retreat for 5th – 9th graders is 
scheduled for November 14. ADMINISTRATION: Photos of the 
confirmation class will be Wednesday, October 21. Would the 
Council be available to also have their pictures taken that even-
ing?  LIVING INTO THE VISION: What is needed to take the 
next step into being Central to Winona, disciples of Jesus living a 
vibrant faith?  
Director of Worship, Music & Arts-Erik Floan: WNW aco-
lyte training (four 20-hour Wednesday sessions) is complete. 
Bach Society of Minnesota performed October 18.  Nadia Bolz-

Weber October 14/25 visit to CLC was well attended but not well 
organized; I was recruited last moment to stage manage both the 
CLC and WSU event. Refugee Sunday observed October 18 with 
Guest speaker Chong Vang from Project FINE, and three “Open 
Space” stations to reflect on the crisis. An offering was taken 
with a $500 match from Missions and $200 match from a parish-
ioner. Margaret Smart spearheaded the Refugee Sunday effort.   
Reformation weekend October 25: Wear Red!  
Child Care Center-Kelly Dicke:  Programming-The New 
Year’s Flood…After we received our final payment from Church 
Mutual, the process and amounts were unsettling and not accepta-
ble. After months of conversations and revisiting the calculations, 
Church Mutual and Central Lutheran Church settled on a new 
figure and we will be receiving an additional $4600 to close the 
file. Thank you to all who gave an ear and advice during this pro-
cess, especially Ed Berkley. Building trust, faith, and relation-
ships with Winona’s youngest community members and their 
families are our top priorities. Leaky Basement Room The 
ground was tore up and the concerns that have caused the room to 
leak have been fixed. All we need is a good rain to ensure all is 
dry and well. Thank you to Dennis Van Drunen for heading this 
and taking care of our facility! We greatly appreciate him! En-
rollment The Center’s enrollment is steady. Throughout the year 
we have children transitioning to new classrooms. All transitions 
are scheduled and new enrollment is ready when we have vacan-
cies. Our earliest availability (very limited availability) would be 
fall 2016. 
Small Group, Social & Service Ministries-Connie Larson: 
Lots of good things happening at CLC a few are: The Nadia Bolz
-Weber two day visit was well received. We had over 300 youth 
from the area as well as from our Synod and the LaCrosse Syn-
od. There were many thank you’s and appreciative comments 
from attendees. Caring Casseroles had a fun cooking night on 
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“We are ‘Central’ to Winona, disciples of Jesus living a vibrant faith.” 
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QUILTS! QUILTS! QUILTS! 
Do you sew or know someone who does? We have about 50 tops ready to be sewn. If you are willing,  
someone will give you the easy instructions for sewing one  together. They are only 48 squares so go very 
fast. Contact Nancy Schneider, Donna Peterson or Dorothy Sorem for information. We really need your 
help!! 

Monday.  Missions and Social Concerns had a successful match-
ing funds challenge for Refugee Sunday. The Feast continues to 
serve hungry people each week. We see people who are also hun-
gry for community. Cedar Valley Lutheran cooked the meal Oct. 
14.  I will be attending a Hunger Task Force meeting in  

La Crosse October 29. On a personal note, Wed. will complete 
my 6 weeks of no weight bearing and hope to be released to at 
least partial weight bearing. Thank you to everyone who has been 
so patient and helpful to me. 

Memorials & Gifts: 
UNDESIGNATED 

In honor of Joan Jackel’s birthday 

Given by Laurie and Paul Jackels 

QUILTERS 

In memory of Dorothy Lau 

Given by Margaret B. Eckblad 

FEAST 

In memory of Wesley W. Eckblad 

Given by Margaret B. Eckblad 

YOUTH FUND 

In honor of Doloris Wedul’s 100th birthday 

Given by Angie Schlossberg 

In honor of the confirmation class 

Given by Mary Reeck 

In memory of Joyce M. Eckblad 

Given by Margaret B. Eckblad 

ORGAN FUND 

In honor of Doloris Wedul’s 100th birthday 

Given by Ronald and LeDonna Kruse 

MUSIC AND ARTS FUND 

In honor of Doloris Wedul’s 100th birthday 

Given by Virgil and Marie Aakre 

GENERAL FUND 

In memory of Sally Hoeft 
Given by Virgil and Marie Aakre 

SECURITY SYSTEM 

In memory of Ellen Still 
Given by Margaret B. Eckblad 

TV MINISTRY 

In honor of Doloris Wedul’s 100th birthday 

Given by Tom and Mary Ann Severson, Doris Laska, Jerry 
Whetstone, Linda Wedul 

 

Council Reports continued from page 8 

From the Pastor Call Committee 

The call committee is in the process of interviewing a candidate for a potential second pastor. 

Ministerial Acts: 
Weddings 

10/3/2015 Ashely Swanson and Jason Spitzer 
10/10/2015 Jill Burt and Patrick Thomas 

Baptisms 

10/11/2015 William Richard, son of Michael and Erin Flaherty 

10/17/2015 Lane Weston, son or Brian Santti and Jessica Thompson 

10/18/2015 Sofia Juliet and Willa Solveig, daughter of Erik and Julie Heinrichs 

10/18/2015 Norah Lynn, daughter of Craig and Lindsey Miller 
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Coming to 
grips with 
happiness 

The Rev. Elizabeth Eaton, Presiding Bishop, Evan-
gelical Lutheran Church in America 

Reprinted from THE LUTHERAN magazine, November 2015 

 

In her book Smile or Die: How Positive Thinking 
Fooled America and the World, Barbara Ehrenreich 
wrote about the relentless pressure she faced to be 
upbeat while undergoing treatment for cancer. Any 
lapse in positive attitude would give aid and comfort 
to the cancer cells attacking her body and she would 
somehow be responsible for the failure of her treat-
ment. Positive thinking leads to positive results that 
inexorably lead to happiness! 
The pursuit of happiness in American culture has   
become an obsession. Discomfort, unease and disease 
are to be avoided if possible and dealt with firmly 
with the aid of the appropriate analgesic — medical, 
emotional, social or religious — if necessary. Tension 
in relationships or within oneself isn’t to be tolerated. 
Relief becomes the greater good. 
We have become a pain-averse, anesthetized society. 
We believe that everything is just right the way it is. 
Or at least we believe that everyone else leads a mod-
el life in a perfect family and finds happiness and  
fulfillment in an awesome career while doing Nobel 
Peace Prize-caliber volunteer work, dissertation-level 
research in their hobby of studying 19th-century 
French rural history and working on sustainable     
organic gardening in their spare time. All effortlessly. 
And if we’re not living that vision of the good life, 
then we need to perk up. 
In this sense, happiness, as defined by our culture, is 
overrated. 
There are times in our lives when we should feel pain. 
There are times when tension shouldn’t be resolved 
too quickly. There are times when we should strug-
gle. I’m not advocating the when-I-was-your-age-we-

walked-uphill-to-school-both-ways-in-the-snow-

while-chewing-on-lead-based-paint-and-wrapped-in-

asbestos kind of toughness. Rather, I’m raising the 
possibility that "happiness" that avoids all discomfort 
is a desperate and fruitless illusion. It’s life-dulling 
and can become a kind of captivity, an all-consuming 

search for relief that, significantly, leads to a life of 
consumption. We end up being desperately happy. 
Life in Christ offers an alternative. Joy. This is an ac-
tive, living participation in the gracious love of God 
demonstrated in Christ’s death and resurrection. The 
crucifixion wasn’t a painless event. The Passion was 
Jesus’ deliberate stripping away of anything that 
could mitigate or dull the agony of sin and death as-
sailing life and love. 
"Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 
who, though he was in the form of God, did not re-
gard equality with God as something to be exploited, 
but emptied himself, taking on the form of a slave, 
being born in human likeness. And being found in 
human form, he humbled himself and became obedi-
ent to the point of death — even death on a 
cross" (Philippians 2:5-8). 
This ultimate act of radical presence and vulnerability 
by a passionate God gives us life, hope and a future 
even and especially in the face of all of the ugly and 
deadly things life throws at us. This is diametrically 
opposed to a "happiness" that immures us in empty 
comfort. This is true joy. 
It’s an odd and difficult thing that the cross is a sym-
bol of joy. It might be even more odd and difficult to 
believe and trust that a life conformed to the suffer-
ing, serving and death of Jesus is, in fact, the good 
life. The world offers "happiness"; Christ gives joy. 
The world wants "easy"; our life in Christ gives sim-
plicity. The world promotes an anesthetized life; the 
cruciform life makes it possible for us to be complete-
ly present. The world touts positive thinking; we’re 
invited to have the same mind that is in Christ. 
And so, dear church, what form might this joy take? 
Joined in baptism to the death and resurrection of 
Christ we can be fully aware of suffering — our own 
and that of others — and not turn away from it. Ac-
knowledging pain, we are compelled to bring healing. 
Living in the tension between God’s merciful will 
and the brokenness caused by human sin that the 
cross brings into greater relief, we can point to the 
ultimate victory of God even as we work to realize it 
in our communities. 
Jesus didn't die to make us happy. Jesus died so that 
his joy may be in us and that our joy may be com-
plete. 
 

Welcoming All Growing Faith 

Engaging Worship Compassionate Service 
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 Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

                                    1  
8:00 Worship 
 9:15  Sunday School 
          Adult Ed 
10:30  Worship 

                                   2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00 TV Broadcast     
        Charter #986   

                                  3 
 
 9:00  Quilters 
11:00  Staff 
 
 
 
 
6:15 Hims Rehearsal  

                                         4 
7:00  Communion 
  
1:30  St. Anne   
 2:15 Callista Ct 
   
 
5:00  Feast /TV Broadcast                                                                                                           
         HBCI #20 
6:30 Wed. Nt. Workshop  
 

                                      5 
 6:45 Men’s Ec Bible St 
 
 
2:00 Luth Woman Today 
3:00 LWT Circles 
 
5:00 Dance Class 
        Life Skills 
7:00 Patriotic Concert 
          Choir Rehearsal 

                                     6 
   

 

 
 
 
                                      
 
 
 
  

                                     7 
  
 
  
 
 
 
 5:30 Worship 
 
 
 

                                   8 
 8:00 Worship 
 9:15  Sunday School 
          Adult Ed 
10:30  Worship 
 
 

                                  9 
9:30 Book Group 
10:00 Prayer Chain 
 
 
 
  
 7:00 TV Broadcast     
        Charter #986   

                                10 
9:00  Quilters 
11:00  Staff 
   
 
 
6:00 Crafts & Quilts 
 6:15  Hims Rehearsal 
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7:00  Communion 
  
 
 
5:00  Feast /TV Broadcast                                                                                                           
         HBCI #20 
 6:30 Wed. Nt. Workshop  
  
 

                                   12 
 6:45 Men’s Ec Bible St  
  
 
 
 
 5:00 Dance Class 
         Life Skills                                                           
 7:00 Patriotic Concert 
         Choir Rehearsal 
  

                                   13 
 
 
  
  
  

                                   14 
8:00 Walk Thru the  
        New Testament 
 
 
 
5:30 Worship 
 
 

 
  

                                  15 
8:00 Worship 
 9:15  Sunday School 
          Adult Ed 
10:30  Worship 

                                  16 
  
10:00 Prayer Chain 
 
 
 
 
  
 7:00 TV Broadcast     
        Charter #986                   
    

                                17 
 
 9:00 Quilters 
11:00 Staff 
 
 
 
 5:00 Council 
  6:15 Winona Hims 
 
   
 

                                       18 
 7:00 Communion     
11:00 Watkins 
 
1:00  Esther Circle    
2:30 LWM Comm    
 
5:00 Feast /TV Broadcast                                                                                                           
         HBCI #20 
6:30 Wed. Nt. Workshop  
          
  

                                    19 
6:45 Men’s Ec Bible St  
 

 
 
 
5:00  Dance Class   
         Life Skills      
7:00  Patriotic Concert 
         Choir Rehearsal 
   

                                   20 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
  

                                 21 
  

 

 

 

 5:30 Worship 
 
 

 
  
 

                                  22 
 8:00 Worship 
 9:15 Sunday School/ 
        Adult Ed 
10:30 Worship    
  
  
 
  
  
 
  

                                  23 
9:30 Book Group 
 10:00 Prayer Chain 
  
 
 
7:00 TV Broadcast 
        Charter #986  
 
 
   

                                24 
 
 9:00 Quilters 
11:00 Staff 
 
 
6:00  Crafts & Quilts 
6:15 Hims Rehearsal 
  
  
 

  

                                      25 
7:00 Communion           
 
 
 
 
5:00 NO Feast  
        TV Broadcast                                                                                                           
         HBCI #20 
6:30 Thanksgiving Eve 
         Worship  

                                    26 
Thanksgiving Day 

                                  27 
 
 
   
 

  
 
  
   
  
 
  

                                  28 
  
 
 
 
 
 5:30 Worship 
 
 

      
 
 

                                29 

 8:00 Worship 
  
10:30 Worship       
11:30 Family Advent  
          Fair   
 
                          
   

                                 30 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00 TV Broadcast 
        Charter #986 
          
 
                                                              

                                  
   
  
 
 
                                 

                                        
  
          

                                                                                                
  
  
  
 
 
  
  

Central Lutheran Church  

259 West Wabasha St.      
Winona, MN  55987 

Phone: 452-5156   

E-mail: centluth@hbci.com 

website: www.centrallutheranchurch.org 
Weekly TV Broadcast  

Mon. 7:00 pm Charter Channel 986 

Wed. 5:00 pm HBCI Channel 20 
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Come join us for a Family Advent Fair November 29,                                     
11:30-2:00 in the church basement 

  Many of us don’t know when the season of Advent begins by the lighting of        
  special candles, or in the special ways we prepare for Christ’s birth, but by the    
  long lines at the shopping malls, the races from here to there to cross items off  
  our Christmas shopping lists, the scurry to make cookies, the zipping around from 

one get-together to the next.  Our children are excited for Santa to come, and they should be.  But by 
slowing down, spending time together, and focusing on the real reason for this season, we can help our 
children, and ourselves, feel even more joy and excitement at Christmas time.  For most of us, these four 
weeks of Advent are the busiest of the whole year. Let’s not get lost in the middle of all this activity and 
forget what is really at the finish line—a baby in a manger.  Jesus.  The Savior of the world. 

Please join us for the Central Lutheran Church Family Advent Fair on Sunday, November 29, down-
stairs from 11:30-2:00.  Please sign up in the church office so we know how many families to plan for. 
Free-will offering sloppy joe lunch from 11:30-12:30 

Crafts, activities, story-telling, cookie decorating, and three special projects to take home to help you cel-
ebrate Advent day by day, and prepare your hearts and minds for Jesus’ birth 

If you would like to volunteer at an activity table, or donate an item for the lunch, please contact Shana 
Johnson at 474-7314 or shana.johnsonm@gmail.com 


