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Vision & Mission
“Gathered in the love of God, we connect and serve.”

Central Lutheran Church exists to make disciples:

people who are passionate about following Jesus and

living their faith each and every day.
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A MESSAGE FROM OUR DIRECTING PASTOR
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Sisters and Brothers

He has Risen. He has risen indeed! These were the words which marked for us the
fulfillment of the promise that while our Jesus died on the cross and was buried, death did
not have the final say. Now we enter into the season of Eastertide, the season of Easter
where we hear the accounts of the impossible; of the disciples' encounters with the risen
Messiah. As we hear these stories we connect because the disciples are asking the
questions we might have asked if we were there and may still be asking.  

Here in this season of Easter we will ponder many of those questions and answers. Can we
believe having not seen the nail holes in the hands of Jesus? Do we doubt the reality that
someone has or can be raised from the dead? We will wonder at the miracle catch of fish
reminding the disciples of their first encounter with Jesus by the sea shore. We will also
spend time hearing of those first believers reading through the Book of Acts. There are
many questions with few answers. Yet the one thing we can do is follow the example of the
disciples and those of the early church moved by the Spirit to fulfill Christ's mission to go
and make disciples of all nations. 

Following the examples of the disciples as well as our forefathers and mothers continues to
be part of the mission we all share. Here at Central we have talked for the last year about a
big upcoming project. Our beautiful organ needs updating, a process which will start in
early 2027. As we prepare for the renewing of our organ for the next 30+ years, the same
may be said about our sanctuary. I have been talking with some of you about what changes
you would like to see about which things we may want to update to keep our sanctuary
viable for the next 30+ years of its life.  

As a result we are gathering information about the costs for new flooring (including
removing the old tiles with asbestos), new paint, and new pew cushions among some of the
items. Some members have made suggestions about other aspects within the sanctuary in
order to keep the sanctuary a welcoming place for all who enter. One of those suggestions
was new entry doors from the parking lot into the sanctuary to allow more natural light to
enter the space. These are some of the most mentioned items, but there may be others you
are thinking about.  

As such you are invited to a couple of listening sessions between services on May 11th and
18th. At those listening sessions we will share the ideas we have already received and as we
are able share a rough estimate of costs. Also to hear any additional suggestions and get
your input on setting the priorities as we move forward. 

I know this is a long term project, one which will need to be sustained over the next couple
of years as we wait for the organ company to begin their work. At the same time, it offers us
the opportunity to gather the resources and determine the best way forward as we seek to
fulfill our mission to serve others in the name of Jesus our Risen Lord and Savior. 

Pr Michael
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A MESSAGE FROM OUR
ASSOCIATE PASTOR

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,
By the time this newsletter reaches you, most students will have about a month
left of school. There will be countdowns to June and thoughts of warm summer
days filled with trips to the pool, running around the neighborhood and sleeping in.
As the school year sets on the horizon, I can’t help but reflect back on all the
amazing things that have happened with our students this school year, while also
looking forward to what summer holds for our students at church.

This year at Central, 7th and 8th graders have worked hard during confirmation to
live out their faith. They’ve caroled at local senior living facilities, put on an entire
Easter scavenger hunt, made Valentine’s cookies and Christmas bags and showed
up again and again to serve during Sunday morning worship. They have dug deep
and reflected on their own faith life and how they live it out. We’ve asked hard
questions and leaned into a loving God. Together, the confirmation class has truly
lived out their faith by connecting, serving, and growing with each other.

In Sunday school, students have been nurtured in their faith upbringing by a group
of amazing volunteers who have given their time, energy and love week after week.
They have crafted, played games, learned about the Bible and experienced the love
of God and the love of their church. The 5th and 6th graders veered from their
“normal curriculum” and have taken on an approach that includes agency,
connection, and lived-out faith experiences. Because of that, those students have
shown up again and again on Sunday morning, excited to be together in
community, learning about faith together.

But wait, there’s more! We confirmed sixteen 9th graders at the end of October,
had high school volunteers leading the PK Sunday school room, have currently 16
Central students signed up to go on a week-long mission trip in July and have had
numerous fundraisers where the church has shown up for our students for that
trip. Pastor Short, Eric, and I have had a ball with our childcare chapel on Thursday
mornings, singing and dancing.

All these amazing things that have happened this year have been the tip of the
iceberg. There’s been so many great things happening this year, and that is an
understatement. So much has transpired because of our volunteers, leaders and
church. Children, Youth and Family ministry is alive and well at this church thanks
to this wonderful community. Thank you for your time, your love, energy,
treasures, well wishes, donations, and most importantly, showing up. Kids from
ages 0-18 (and on!) need a community that is behind them, loving them
and nurturing them in faith. Thank you for being that for our children.

While the school year draws to an end, we look forward to all of the great things-
VBS, mission trips and summer camps, on the horizon!

With love,
Pastor Kristen Massa
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“This is the day which the LORD hath made; we will rejoice and be glad in it." (Psalm 118:24)

THANKFULNESS
May Day (May 1 ) is traditionally celebrated aroundst

 the world as “International Workers Day”. In Germany, where 
my father grew up, people  celebrate by dancing around the
 “Maibaum” or maypole wrapping it in colorful streamers.

My May Day came in 2022 when I accepted the position
 of Director of Worship, Music & Arts at Central. It is a day
that I will never forget. As I was anticipating  completing my
 35-year teaching career at Saint Mary’s University and 
easing into retirement the school announced it was 
eliminating all Arts-related majors.  A devastating blow on 
multiple levels.

I have been privileged to work as a “supply” organist for
 many area churches since moving to Winona in 1984. I recall
 being a long-term sub at Central on several  occasions. When
 Aleah Harvey announced she was moving on in January 2022,
 I happily agreed to fill in once again.

The date of Easter that year was similar to this year April 17 .th

 Pastor Short and I had a meeting scheduled in  early April to 
discuss music for Holy Week. During that meeting I asked
 Pastor Short how the worship director  search was coming.
 He was not terribly optimistic and said that those who had 
 applied either wanted a part-time position or were not in the
 area and, probably, were just fishing. I asked if it was too late 
to throw my hat in the ring and, well, you know the answer.

Later that afternoon, I was looking up an unfamiliar hymn in the “All Creation Sings” collection. As so
often happens, I turned to a different page than the one I was seeking. The page I opened was hymn
1004 – “Faith Begins by Letting Go”. 

     Faith begins by letting go,
     giving up what had seemed sure,
     taking risks and pressing on,
     though the way feels less secure:
     pilgrimage both right and odd,
     trusting all our life to God.

And here I am, beginning my fourth year at Central praising God through music with all of you.

It continues to be my honor, privilege, and joy to serve this amazing congregation.

Blessings, always.
--

A. Eric Heukeshoven, M.S.
Director of Worship, Music & Arts

P.S. Mark your calendars for 7 pm on Saturday May 10  when the Rochester Area Handbells
return for a free performance. There could even be a guest appearance of our Glorioso Bells of
Winona!

th

A MESSAGE FROM OUR WORSHIP, MUSIC &
ARTS DIRECTOR
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  Questions, please contact us…      
  childcarecenter@centrallutheranchurch.org

May Center News

Thank you for your support of
CLC CCC and the team!
Together we are better!

Mission: Provide the building blocks of child care by creating learning 
 opportunities infused with faith while supporting the whole family

Spring is Here!
May is a busy time for CLC CCC! The

children are learning so many
wonderful things this month including
spring animals and life cycles, plants

and flowers, and different kinds of
weather! We also celebrate all of our
Moms, Grandmas, Aunts, and other

positive female influences in our lives
with our Mother’s Day event! 

The Numbers
Central Lutheran Church Child Care

Center is currently serving 43 families.
We have 14 infant, 18 toddler, 14

preschool, and 13 4K children at the
center. We have 37 staff who work at

the center supporting the needs of the
children. Those needs require 130

hours daily to have the center running
at the successful rate it is! 

Summer Staff
The center is currently looking to hire
staff for our summertime program! If

you know someone who is interested in
working with children this summer who
enjoys being active and spending time

outside they can apply at: 

childcarecenter@centrallutehranchurch.org 



The FEAST will wrap up its 2024-2025 season with a final meal on May 7. Thrivent will host a summer meal of brats, baked
beans, potato salad and chips, with desserts supplied by Watkins. Please join us in celebrating a season of meals,
fellowship and service to the Winona Community from Central Lutheran Church. We couldn’t do it without the support of the
congregation.  

At the risk of missing a name, we want to recognize the following volunteers that made the FEAST happen. 
-Weekly Volunteers: Pam Davick, Nancy Hauschildt, Sandy Tropple, Laurie and Tim Laib, Carolyn Larson, Melissa Fogarty,
Cheri Tuxen, Cindy Welke, Tami Lubinski, Peggy Twait.
-Take-out Deliveries: Gayle Garrity, Tami Lubinski and John Paulson, among many others.
-Cooks: Forty-nine (49!) people and groups helped cook a variety of delicious meals, with seven (7!) people or businesses
volunteering for the first time. Thank you so much, without the cooks, we have no FEAST. 
-Desserts: CLC Choir, CLC Bell Choir, Hannah Circle, CLC Council, CLC Church staff, River City 4H, Watkins and twenty
nine (29!) individuals provided amazing desserts. 
-Servers: Nine different community groups helped in the serving line, many coming on a monthly basis-we are so grateful for
their commitment. 
-Dishwashers: Tim Laib, Chris Nisbit, John Paulson, Tim Ambuhl, Megan York, along with many other helpers. 
-Greeters: Jon Brandt, Jerry Benson, Judy Davis, Linda Bouck, Marie Holmquist
-Silverware wrappers and table setters round out the crew for each week.  
-Local Businesses that volunteered or provided services or products included: Bloedow’s Bakery, Steak Shop Catering,
Midtown Foods, Watkins Co. 

Shayna Rinn in the CLC office helps us with weather cancellations, publications and handouts as well as tracking take-outs
each week. Pastors Short and Massa offer us a prayer and their presence each week, for which we are so thankful. Mark
Boysen, and Marilyn Marquardt before him, track finances, a task we appreciate greatly. Chris Harvey, building and grounds
chief, makes sure all tables are set out, taken down and Grace Hall is maintained and looking clean and welcoming each
week. Thanks CLC Staff for your generous support.  

The FEAST committee is headed by Pam Davick, and with the wise counsel of Sharri Hackbarch, has brought many new
volunteers on board. Thanks Pam for your leadership.  

We will appreciate the rest provided during the summer months, and will be ready to serve the Central and Winona
Community again, with our first meal September 10! 

Women of the ELCA Mission: Mobilizing women to act boldly on
their faith in Jesus Christ. (https://www.womenoftheelca.org)
Interested in finding out more? 
Contact Janet Heukeshoven at 507-429-5148.

Our April and May projects organized by the CLC Quilters are Baby Care Kits and Health Kits. There are flyers indicating the
items needed for both projects and since April has been so busy with Easter activities we are accepting donations for both
projects through May! Take a look on the WELCA Bulletin Board (next to coffee after church) for details. Donations may be
left in the WELCA box or monetary donations accepted in the cash box. Tip: take a photo of the flyer to have with you
when you’re out shopping!

FEAST THANK YOU
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WELCA will now be meeting the 1
Monday of every month at 9:30 AM. 

st



CLC HAPPENINGS

During March 2025 Central has
donated 187 pounds of  food and
$1,099.00 in cash which converts to
a total of  2,385 pounds of  food. This
brings our grand total to 3,418
pounds of  food donated this year.
We have once again out did
ourselves in donating food and
money to this excellent program for
the hungry of  Winona. We have
donated 2,385 pounds in March
alone! You should all be very proud
of  this.

Food Shelf

Minnesota Twins VS. Milwaukee Brewers
CLC Socials have another fun opportunity for you! Tickets are available to attend a baseball game - Minnesota Twins vs. the
Milwaukee Brewers at Target Field in Minneapolis on Sunday, June 22nd. The cost is $130/ticket which includes bus ride and
reserved seating in the Legends Landing section with unlimited food and beverage. The game starts at 1:10 PM so we will
board the bus at 9 AM in the church parking lot. Estimated time of  return to Winona is 6 PM. We have a limited amount of
tickets so purchase your ticket now before they're gone. To reserve your seat, payment must be made to Shayna in the
church office.
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WIN
WIN had a very successful chili supper in March at St. Paul's Church in Lewiston. Those in attendance were able to hear
the program, A Migrants Journey, by Kathy Chatelaine from the Southeastern Minnesota Synod of the ELCA. It was very
well received. WIN is planning one more chili supper at a Cafe Congo event.  We're also discussing having a perennial
plant sale this spring at Faith Lutheran. Please watch for information in Central Currents and the bulletin.
   Thank you for your continued prayers, financial support and encouragement for this ministry.

The book group is reading “Squirrel Is Alive” by Mary Rostad (with Susan T. Hessel) for our May meeting. This is the memoir
of  a Belgian resistance fighter whose exploits during the German occupation of  her country were the stuff  of  legend. She
lived in south east Minnesota and later in life spoke to groups about her experience and the meaning of  freedom and
democracy. All are welcome to join us on May 1st, 10 am in Grace Hall.

CLC Book Group

Habitat for Humanity
Habitat is looking forward to a busy summer season: A new build will start this spring at 1050 E. 9th St.- another skinny
house; completing 2 townhouses in St Charles; continuing their individual repairs program; operating the ReStore and
tending their garden; Hootenanny at 2 Fathoms Brewery on June 20th; high school group staying for a week at Central in
July. All this activity means lots of  volunteer opportunities. We will update you in the newsletter and organize some
opportunities for Central but you can call Habitat anytime 507-457-0003 anytime to volunteer. 

Senior Quilts
Join us on June 1st to share the
CLC Quilters tradition in
honoring all high school
graduates with a beautiful
handmade quilt. Please RSVP
to the church office by May
15th so the Quilters know how
many quilts are needed.

Annual 
Church Picnic

Sponsored by WELCA
When: May 4  after Modern
Worship

th

Where: If  weather permits outside
in CLC’s front lawn

Who: Everyone!
Please join us at our Annual Picnic.
Enjoy good food and company!

Prayer shawls/wraps and hearts are intended to be a reminder of  Gods love for you. A shawl/wrap is a gift for any
occasion or time. For every season or circumstance of  life. Whether celebrating or weeping.

If  you would like to receive a shawl/wrap or heart or give one away please contact Sheri Maier at 507-458-5574 or the
church office at 507-452-5156

Prayer Shawls/Wraps



WE’RE SELLING

RADA
CUTLERY

Rada Cutlery 
“Pop-Up” Sale

Sunday, May 4  before th

Worship services

A selection of Rada Knives,
Sharpeners and Serving
Utensils will be available. 

Packaging for gift giving included
with your purchase! 

Special orders will be taken as you look 
ahead to weddings, showers, and new 
home gift giving needs. 

Rada Cutlery sales are a Social
Concerns Committee project to

support those in need.
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COUNCIL REPORT: MARCH 18, 2025COUNCIL REPORT: MARCH 18, 2025Church
Council

Past President
Scott Mlynczak

President
Steve Everson

President Elect
Tim Laib

Treasurer
Steve Hacken

Secretary
Myrna Olson

At Large
Tammy

 Swenson-Lepper

At Large
Julie Palubicki

Page 10

PRESENT: Pastor Short, Pastor Massa, Steve Everson, Tim Laib, Steve Hacken, Tammy
Swenson Lepper, Scott Mlynczak, Julie Palubicki, Myrna Olson
 

ABSENT: None
 

Steve Everson called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. Steve E opened with devotions.
Julie will have devotions in April.
 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA
Tammy moved, Tim seconded, carried to approve the agenda.
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Steve H moved, Tammy seconded, carried to approve the February 18, 2025, minutes.

TREASURER’S REPORT
Steve Hacken presented the following treasurer’s report.
 

February Income: $40,685
Year to Date Income: $70,908
February Expenses: $53,612
Year to Date Expenses: $124,697
February Balance: ($12,927)
Year to Date Balance ($53,789)
 

Financial Notes:
February income was close to budgeted 
February expenses were less than budgeted
Largest expense over budgeted amounts were staff salaries and utilities

March income through March 17, 2025
March--$27,280 Budget for Month--$55,008
YTD--$98,188 Annual Budget--$629,900
 

Following discussion, Tammy moved, Julie seconded, carried to approve the March
Treasurer’s Report.

OLD BUSINESS
 

Personnel Update
The Personnel Committee interviewed Mark Boysen for the position of Financial
Secretary due to the retirement of Marilyn Marquardt. The Personnel Committee made
the recommendation to Council to hire Mark Boysen as Financial Secretary. Following
discussion, Tammy moved, Julie seconded, carried with all voting aye to offer the
position to Mark Boysen. Pastor Short will be making the offer.

Council as Leaders Conference
The Southeastern Minnesota Synod sponsored a Councils As Leaders workshop on
Saturday, March 8, in Owatonna, and was attended by Pastor Short, Tim Laib, Julie
Palubicki, and Tammy Swenson Lepper. Discussion was held on ideas received at the
conference such as length of meetings, possible occasional dinner meetings, and asking
committee leaders to attend occasional meetings. 

NEW BUSINESS
 

Marilyn’s Retirement Gathering
There will be a lunch for Marilyn on Thursday, March 20, to celebrate Marilyn’s
retirement.

Synod Assembly
There will be a Synod Assembly on May 30 and 31, 2025. We can have four delegates and
one youth delegate along with the pastors.



COUNCIL REPORT CONTINUEDCOUNCIL REPORT CONTINUED
Church
Council
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Past President
Scott Mlynczak

President
Steve Everson

President Elect
Tim Laib

Treasurer
Steve Hacken

Secretary
Myrna Olson

At Large
Tammy

 Swenson-Lepper

At Large
Julie Palubicki

NEW BUSINESS CONTINUED
 Saturday Night Worship
 Considerable discussion was held regarding whether to add a Saturday night worship
service as was done in previous years. No decisions were made and the Council will
continue to explore the possibility.
STAFF REPORTS
 

Staff reports were reviewed:
Weekly staff meetings
Confirmation classes
Childcare conversation with Faith Lutheran
Working on transition of Financial Secretary
Working with WIN
Youth Committee meeting
High School Youth Group
LCC Meetings
Glorioso – Bells of Winona is now in their second year together. They will be
performing at:

       -March 20, Sugar Loaf Senior Living
       -March 27, Callista Court & St. Anne’s
       -April 20, Watkins Manor

The bells will play for both worship services the Sunday after Easter.
The summer outdoor worship services have been finalized and they are as follows:

      -Minnesota Marine Art Museum, June 15
      -Lake Park Bandshell, July 20
      -Windom Park, August 17

The Rochester Area Handbells will have a concert at Central on Saturday, May 10, at
7:00 p.m.

COMMITTEE REPORTS
Welcome and Worship – Lenten Services will be on Wednesday following the Feast
Children, Youth and Family is planning a different kind of Easter egg scavenger hunt
for the kids with different stations connected to Holy Week
Central’s Vacation Bible School will have Faith Lutheran joining us from July 14
through July 18.
Volunteer Appreciation Sunday is April 27
Change colors as needed in sanctuary
Final Feast meal will be May 7
Volunteers are needed for the Feast 
Properties Committee discussed the entry way regarding the installation of a wall
Discussed replacement of chairs in Grace Hall
LED light replacements 
Flat roof update – waiting until spring
Social Concerns will be hosting a Red Cross Blood Drive
Continue to be liaison to Habitat and LCC
Safety and Security reviewing security measures within CLC
Emergency Guide binders have been prepared
The Foundation has created a scholarship program for members of CLC. There will
be five $500 scholarships for students attending ELCA colleges. Further details will
be available soon.

Following discussion, Tim moved, Julie seconded, carried to approve the staff and
committee reports.
The next meeting will be Tuesday, April 15, 2025, at 6:30 P.M.
 

Closed with the Lord’s Prayer. The meeting was adjourned at 7:55 P.M.



Designated Gifts in February

UNDESIGNATED
Memory of Jerry Whetstone

Given by Peggy Twait, Chris & Tom
Wilmot 

Memory of Gloria Sveen
Given by Debra Godtland-Bernin

Memory of Bruce Anderson
Given by Jim & Marylou Hurley

 
Memory of Ed Littlejohn

Given by Peggy Twait, Myrna
Olson, Chris & Tom Wilmot

THRIVENT CHOICE DOLLARS
Given by Harold Erickson, Stephen

Hacken, La Vern Haschildt, Mark
Jungerberg, David Matzke, Del
Twidt, Julie Wolf, Vicki Boysen,

Donna Peterson, Aaron Johnson,
Laurie Laib, Tim Laib, Hayley

Martin, Kevin Martin, Sandrea
Matzke, Arlan Runningen

IN HONOR OF KATHY BENKE
Given by Keith & Marie Holmquist

March 2025
Total Income:     $42,287.26
Total Expenses:  $54,136.28

Offering Goal:      $55,258.00
Thank you for your support of Central’s Ministry

Gifts in memory or honor of someone Memorials Mar 18, 2025 through Apr 10, 2025

FINANCIAL
REPORT
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Building Maintenance Fund                    $740.00
WIN                                                               $2,975.00
WVS Food Shelf                                       $1,099.00
Youth Fund                                                      $47.00
FEAST                                                             $595.85
Organ Fund                                                     $10.00
Social Concerns                                             $23.20
Youth Mission Trip                                 $1,404.00
Sunday School                                               $24.00
VBS                                                                    $20.00
Quilters                                                          $240.00
Flower Fund                                                 $200.00
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Return Service Requested

What’s Coming Up
May 4-    Rada Cutlery Pop-Up Sale before Worship
                 9:30 am, Last Day of Sunday School/Family Sunday
               11:45 am, WELCA Annual Church Picnic

May 7-    4:45 pm, Last FEAST Meal (Resumes Sept. 10)
                 6:30 pm, Last day of Confirmation

May 10- 8:30 am, Parking Lot Plant Sale & Hanging Basket Pickup
                 7:00 pm, Rochester Area Handbells Concert

May 14- Newsletter Articles Due

May 17- 9:00 am, Rummage Sale

May 28- 9:30 am, Blended Worship Begins

May 29- Office Closed 

     


