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This summer we have witnessed the re-awakening and the re-emergence of activities 
here at Central.  Even as this virus continues to change with infections rising then retreating 
we have found ways to live with it as we go about our daily lives.   

So as we enter in to the final month of the summer, I celebrate with all of you the re-starting of 
the many activities and events which take place here at Central.  In-person worship continues 
to increase.  Committees and other groups have returned to meeting in person.  The youth 
mission trip and VBS have taken place.  Sunday School and the FEAST committees are         
active planning for their return this September.  The choirs and music during worship continue 
to expand. 

With all this planning and celebration also comes frustration and anxiety.  Frustration and    
anxiety because with the increasing events, the one thing we are lacking is YOU, the          
volunteers to help make worship and the other events run smoothly.  

My newsletter this month is really a plea for you to consider your stewardship, your               
involvement and your support of the ministries of Central.  As such, I ask you to consider what 
is your passion?  What motivates you to live out your faith and what does that look like?   

What excites you about Central? 

Does working with children and youth excite you?  We have a ministry for you. 

Does working to feed the hungry excite you?  We have a ministry for you. 

Does working to provide homes for homeless excite you?  We have a ministry for 
you. 

Does expressing yourself in song and music excite you? We have a ministry for you. 

Does welcoming others excite you?  We have a ministry for you. 

Does serving others excite you?  We have a ministry for you. 

Does talking and visiting with others excite you?  We have a ministry for you. 

As you can see if there is something which excites you, we have a ministry for you.  So I invite 
you to consider the things which excite you then volunteer and get involved.  It does not have 
to be a forever commitment.  In fact, most of them are monthly or quarterly time commitments 
and you can do as much or as little as your time allows.  Because if everyone does something 
then all will be accomplished without a few doing everything.   

As you consider your support of the ministries of Central, we covet your time and your energy 
to be sure the ministries happen.  At the same time, we continue to ask for your financial         
support as well.  There are costs to the ministries which could not happen without your              
support.  So I ask you to consider signing up for automatic giving.  If you would like to know 
more about the options, please talk with myself or with Marilyn in the office.   Automatic giving 
helps us to sustain our financial stability throughout the year.  

Just know I give thanks to God for you and for the many ways in which you support the           
ministries of Central – with your time, with your energy, with your resources.  Because without 
YOU, Central and the ministries of Jesus would not happen.   

Thank you for all you do in the name of Jesus.  

Pr. Michael    

A Message from our Direc ng Pastor 

Rev. Michael Short 
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A. Eric Heukeshoven 

Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not lean on your own understanding. 

Proverbs 3:5  

As I review the nearly 40 responses from our Music at Central survey, I am humbled 
by the wisdom and guidance provided by you, my new church family. I am working to 
identify the trends from the survey data, but already there are several common 
threads which, over the coming months, will begin to bear fruit. 
 

Music For All / By All 

“Let's bring congregational singing back to Central.” 
 “I see the choir leading the hymns, liturgy, and singing an anthem.” 

These comments affirm that the long-standing Lutheran tradition of singing is alive 
and well at Central. The new Summer Singers group is averaging 8 voices a week as 
they lead the congregation during our blended worship. This core group will be vital to 
the rejuvenation of our Adult Choir. 
 

Not Just Singers 

“I would like to see more instrumentalists used in our worship services.” 
“I think both any instrument, from wind to brass to bells, can help enrich our                    

 services again while also showing off the many talents of our congregation.” 

I completely agree! I know many fine instrumentalists who have shared their talents 
during worship. We are finally able to sound the trumpet (or the saxophone!) again 
without fear of spreading the virus. Watch for an announcement soon for a simple way 
for you to share your time and talents. 

Fostering the Arts 

         “Would love to continue to be a part of the concert series that Central sponsored!” 

 “We should continue to invite outside musical groups to perform at Central.” 

 “Would like to see a concert series reinstated which would include a variety of 
 music ensembles to reach a wider audience at Central as well as the 
  community.” 
Having lived in Winona for over 35 years, I know the rich heritage of excellent perfor-
mances at Central to which these comments refer. While it will take time and planning 
to recreate the Central Music & Arts series, I am thrilled to announce two concerts that 
are scheduled for later this fall and winter! 

The Carlson Memorial Concert will be held on Saturday October 29 at 1 p.m. 
Under the direction of Central’s former choir director, Dr. Harry Mechell, the 
concert will feature Gabriel Fauré’s exquisite Requiem with guest soloists, 
choir, and orchestra. Also on the program will be the premiere of a composi-
tion commissioned for the event. Life Love Music, by none other than your 
Director of Worship, Music, and Arts, is a five-movement piece for orchestra 
featuring solos for horn, viola, and piano. I promise you’ll hear more about 
my composition and the concert closer to the performance. 

The Messiah Sing-In returns to Central on Saturday December 3rd. Dr. Harry 
Mechell, who recently retired from Winona State, will once again lead the 
event. Details on participation and performance time will be announced later 
this year, 

I am so excited by all these positive developments. Together we will continue to bring the 

joyful noise back to Central. 
Blessings always. 

-- 

A. Eric Heukeshoven 

A Message from our Worship, Music & Arts Director 
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A Message from our Youth Director 

John Bartholow 

What a glorious summer! God’s favor smiles upon us this year. We plan to finish our 
summer strong for the new year! 
 
In August, there will be a youth group activity each Wednesday from 6-8 PM. We will 
start out with a movie night: The Sandlot. Meet in the Youth Room or the parking lot! 
Followed by Sports & Games Night, Water Wars, and Campfire Night. On Thursday, 
August 4th we will have a Tye-Dye Day from 10:30-11:30 AM at LaCanne Park, and 
on Monday, August 29th, we will have a Sand Art day at Valley Oaks Park. Look for 
Lunch with Pastor Short and Tea with Pastor Linda events this month as well.  
 
The Sunshine Club is moving to 9 AM on Sundays (before worship); we will focus on 
making cards and crafts for those on the prayer and visitation lists, and it’ll be open to 
all who are interested. Teen Time will continue on Sundays at 10:30 AM in the Youth 
Room. 
 
This past month has also been a busy one for our youth ministry. We had a very       
successful mission trip to Niagara Falls! Amber Mlynczak, Jeremy Johnson, and I   
really enjoyed being adult leaders to a terrific group of 13 teenagers. We’ve heard 
from families that teens were shocked by the poverty there, honored to serve, really 
enjoyed bonding with each other and other groups from around the country, and most 
of all, were proud of learning a dance routine called the “Church Clap.” Students 
served at Historic Holy Trinity, Center City, First Presbyterian Church (Lewiston, NY), 
and Heart, Love & Soul. A big THANK YOU to our congregation and generous donors 
who made the mission trip possible, and thanks to Amber and Jeremy for volunteering 
for this important duty. We will be hearing from the mission trip participants on          
Sunday, July 31st at 9:30 AM during worship. 
 
Letters will be going out to the families of rising 7th and 8th graders, inviting them to 
register for Confirmation/Wednesday Night Workshop in the fall. Please send those 
back to me as soon as you can, so we can make sure we recruit enough volunteer 
guides. 9th graders, you will be receiving a letter from me too, outlining our meeting 
times this fall. 
 
As we prepare to go back to school in a few short weeks, please let me know if you or 
someone you know is in need of school supplies. Central is connected to a few          
resources in the community, and the youth ministry is prepared to offer some help as 
well. 
 
As always, if you have questions or input, please don’t hesitate to contact me at      
jbartholow@centrallutheranchurch.org or (507) 452-5156. May God Bless you and 
your family this August. 
 
Peace, 
John Bartholow 
Director of Youth Ministries 
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What’s Happening at our Child Care Center?  
When you walk into Central, you may not realize, 
there is a lot happening behind the scenes: 

Children’s experiences  

The center teachers provide “studies” that offer 
depth of learning within subjects.  There are many 
interesting studies that the children participate in;  
August  studies will include summer exciting fun, 
with walks, discussions on bugs, learning about   
animals, the color gray and spending as much time 
outside as the weather permits.  The older children 
ride bikes and run through the sprinkler.   Summer 
foods are fun with ice cream making, picnics and 
s'mores.  

Contribution to the Winona Community 
We currently serve 57 families, 70 children enrolled. 
We work with families part time and full time to have 
the best experience possible at CLC CCC.    

The Center’s Team 

The Center employs 38 staff.  This time of the year 
we have incoming new staff as we say good-bye or 
see you next fall to some of our employees that are 
students. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Enjoying the Creation that God has Given us! 

Blessings… to you and yours this Amazing August!! 

              The Love of God is Everywhere! 

Questions, please contact us…  Phone 507.452.5493  Email:center@centrallutheranchurch.org 

  Making Memories  
with our youngest  

community  
members! 

      

A Message from our Central Lutheran Child Care 

 
 
 
 
 

Mission: Provide the building blocks of child care by creating learning  
opportunities infused with faith while supporting the whole family 

Calling Preschoolers: We have openings 

The center has openings for 3-5 year olds.  Their 
day will include organized learning time along with 
social interactions for creative learning time. 
 

For more information about the center contact 
Kelly at                                                                     
childcarecenter@centrallutheranchurch.org. 
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Community 

Food Shelf 
During June 2022 you have donated 402 pounds of food and $281.00 in cash which converts to a total of 964 
pounds of food. This brings our grand total to 6,039 pounds of food donated this year. Thank you to everyone 
who has participated in this very important mission. A very heartfelt thank you to each and everyone of you 
from those in need. 

 

Blood Drive at Central 
Grace Hall, Thursday August 25, 2022, 12:00 PM till 6:00 PM 

Central is pleased to partner with the American Red Cross to host a Blood 
Drive. If you are a blood donor and able to donate, please consider giving blood on this date. 
Appointments are required to donate. Walk-ins cannot be accommodated.  

Please sign up at: www.redcrossblood.org/give/blood  

Giving blood can make a big difference in the lives of others. If you can, we hope you will!  

WSU move in day, August 17 &18 
CLC will once again welcome WSU students and parents during their move in days from 9 AM-3 PM, August 
17th and 18th. Volunteers are needed for set up, handing out water and snacks and take down. One station 
will be set up in the parking lot with 2 volunteers at the station in 2 hour shifts. A canopy and 2 coolers with 
wheels are also needed. If you're able to help for a few hours or can provide a canopy or cooler, please sign 
up in the volunteer section on the CLC website or call the church office at 452-5156. 

Habitat for Humanity– Rock the Block 
Saturday August 27th  9am to noon 
Here is your opportunity to help provide safe, affordable housing repairs for your neighbors.  The Habitat for 
Humanity  Interfaith Committee is organizing  2 days of home repairs in east Winona near Sobieski 
Park.  Central Lutheran will be continuing our support of Habitat for Humanity by providing a team of  8 to 10 
people from 9 am to noon on Saturday the 27th.  Just bring yourself and be ready to work with other             
community members doing small home repairs (such as scrapping, painting, building fences) in a 3 block  
area around the park.  If you are unable to participate in the repairs, help is needed with welcome, hospitality, 
clean up and the block party. 
 
To sign up to help on the repair team go to the church website, click on the service button, select volunteer 
opportunities and scroll down to community volunteer section.  You may also call The church office,            
452-5156.  If you would like to help by welcoming, providing hospitality or clean up call Jessie at                 
507-703-0015. If you sign up and are unable to participate please let us know so we can fill in your spot. 
The really fun part is Sunday the 28th when there will be a block party from 12 to 3pm at Sobieski park.   

Sunday School Teacher Search! 

Are you looking for an opportunity to work with the youth of Central? We have the perfect    
opportunity for you! The Sunday School Program is looking for a few more teachers for the 
upcoming year. We have a wonderful, dedicated core group of teachers in place, but could 
use a few new people to complete our team. No experience required! If you are interested in 
helping out or learning more, please contact Amber Mlynczak  (507-459-1015) 
or sundayschool@centrallutheranchurch.org).  
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Events 

Created Good– Vacation Bible School 
For the week of July 18-22, Central Lutheran has been blessed with four staffers from Good Earth Village to 
lead our Vacation Bible School (VBS) this year. Rachel Meany, Laura Ruiz, David Peal, and Molly Lewis have 
done a tremendous job of bringing the Bible and our faith to life for 22 children, through games, joyous songs, 
Bible study, and worship.  
 
However, behind every successful program are strong supports. Thank you to Brian & Susan Zeller, and    
Jeremy & Shana Johnson for volunteering to be hosts for our Good Earth Village staff during their time in 
Winona, during which they extended a kind and gracious hospitality that spoke very well of our congregation. 
Thank you to those who provided lunches: Sharri Hackbarth, Nancy Hauschildt, and Carolyn Larson on         
behalf of the FEAST Committee; Kelly Dicke and the Central Lutheran Church Child Care Center; WELCA; 
and Pastor Michael Short on behalf of the congregation.  
 
Programs like these allow us to reach out to the community, and bring more          
families through our doors. The congregation generously included Vacation Bible 
School in its 2022 budget, so your donations to Central Lutheran Church made 
this program possible. 
 
God bless our volunteers, congregation, our Good Earth Village staff, and most of 
all our wonderful 22 VBS participants. 
-John Bartholow, VBS Coordinator 

Sunday School Rally Day  
Families with children ages 3 to 12: 
You are invited to Sunday School Rally Day 
Sunday, September 11th, 9:00-10:10  Grace Hall or Outside 
Join us to get Sunday School information, enjoy some music and crafts, and get to know other 
CLC families! Questions?? Contact Amber Mlynczak at sundayschool@centrallutheranchurch.org 
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Council Report: April 12, 2022 
Church Council 

PAST PRESIDENT 

Chris Nisbit 
 

PRESIDENT 

Jeremy Johnson 
 

PRESIDENT ELECT 
 
 

TREASURER 

Mark Boysen 
 

SECRETARY  

Myrna Olson 
 

AT LARGE 

Scott Mlynczak 
 

AT-LARGE 

Tim Laib 

PRESENT:  Pastor Short, Jeremy Johnson, Chris Nisbit, Jeremy Johnson, Tim 
Laib, Scott Mlynczak, Mark Boysen 

ABSENT:  Myrna Olson 

Jeremy called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  Scott opened with devotions. 

 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

Tim moved, Mark seconded, carried to approve the agenda. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Chris moved, Scott seconded, carried to approve the April 12, 2022, minutes. 

 

TREASURER’S REPORT 

Mark presented the following Treasurer’s Reports for April and May: 

 

April Summary: 

April had general fund offerings of $34,916 which fell ($3,928) below the monthly budget 
of $38,854, but had total offerings/income of $205,208 vs. the total income budget of 
$42,404.  This is a net gain of $162,804 over the monthly budget. 

 

YTD for total offerings is $308,145 compared to the YTD budget of $167,550 with total 
giving ahead of budget by $140,595. 

 

Overall for cash flow, April had total giving of $205,208 with expenses coming in at 
$34,371 giving April a net income of $170,837 with monies being allocated to funds over 
and above the mortgage amount that was paid off. 

 

There were some higher than expected expenses for the month: 

 

· The repair of the roof and chimney for $4,015 due to wind damage with insurance 
later covering $2,514 leaving the cost of repairs at $1,500. 

· The refrigerator in Grace Hall needed $1,130 in repairs. 

· Extra stamps of $1,130 were purchased due to an increase in stamp prices by 
USPS. 

· Administrative costs include $3,500 for a tax professional to review quarterly 941 
filings for possible Retention Credits after changes in the law concerning PPP fund 
recipients being ineligible for the credit now being eligible for costs minus the PPP 
amounts during the quarter along with other stipulations. 

The Child Care Center had income of $71,624 over budget of $57,336 and expenses of 
$61,892 vs. budgeted expenses of $61,169.  This gave them a net income of $9,732 for  
the month.   
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Council Report (Continued) 
income of $281,980 vs YTD budget of $230,644 and YTD expenses of $242,658 vs YTD 
budgeted expenses of $244,742.  The Child Care Center YTD net income is $39,322. 

 

May Summary: 

May 2022 also fell short of budget for offerings.  General offerings were $37,395 vs budget 
of $42,862 leaving a shortfall of ($5,467) for the monthly budget.  The actual income of 
$37,395 minus the actual expenses for the month of May of $62,465 gave May a loss of 
($25,070).  A portion of this is from funds designated from the excess gift being disbursed 
in May, listed below, along with a few others. 

 

YTD income is $345,540 vs expenses of $83,469 giving a net gain of $83,469. 

Biggest outliers of spending for the month were: 

A. $9,792 in Equipment Purchases 

·  $7,020 for the AC in the office and nursery areas 

·  $2,772 in AEDs for the building 

B. $1,947 was spent for the mortgage burning celebration and the volunteer appreciation 
celebration 

C. The allocated gifts from the large donation also went out in hospitality and disciple-
ship accounts (ie:  Synod, LCC, and other payments) 

 

The Child Care Fund, May 2022 monthly income was $71,951 with monthly expenses being 
$60,595 leaving a net income of $11,356 for the month.  YTD net income for the Center is 
$50,768. 

Following discussion, Scott moved, Chris seconded, carried to approve the Treasurer’s 
Report. 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

Organ Estimate Update 

Organ builder came on May 26 and waiting for a response.  Pastor will bring a proposal 
next month to discuss.  We will talk about fundraising opportunities when we find out the 
estimated cost of repairs and timeline. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

Requests from Property Committee 

· Create fund for parking lot maintenance:  Following discussion willing to create fund, 
possible to designate the funds from parking lot lease.  Question of what parking fees/
expenses were in the past.  Ask the Property Committee to give us dollars for expenses 
and how might be funded.  Do they have any suggestions on funding for parking lot 
project? 

 

Church Council 
 

PAST PRESIDENT 

Chris Nisbit 
 

PRESIDENT 

Jeremy Johnson 
 

PRESIDENT ELECT 
 
 

TREASURER 

Mark Boysen 
 

SECRETARY  

Myrna Olson 
 

AT LARGE 

Scott Mlynczak 
 

AT-LARGE 

Tim Laib 
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Council Report (Continued) 
· Purchase of John Deere mower ($3,500 plus $800 for bagger) gift of $500 from mem-

ber.  Following discussion, it was decided not to approve the purchase at this time for 
the rider mower.  Consensus was a rider would benefit with snow removal more than 
yardwork.  Suggestion was to look at getting a new push mower with larger deck. 

· Run electricity to the garage:  Tim moved, Chris seconded, carried to approve the         
addition of electricity to the garage. 

Request from Finance Committee 

The Council reviewed the summary from the Finance Committee.  Following discussion, 
Jeremy moved, Tim seconded, carried to approve the following: 

· the appointment of Paul Ness and Jim Hurley to the Finance Committee,  

· appointment of Jim Hurley to the Audit Committee,  

· authorizing consolidating investments at Edward Jones. 

 

Parking Fees for Next School Year 

Pastor will bring a summary of previous parking fees and expenses to the next meeting. 

 

STAFF REPORTS 

Pastor discussed the draft job description of Youth and Family position at Central,        
including discussion if position would be a second clergy or lay person.  Possibility of 
position working in cooperation with Child Care Center staff. 

Pastor and Kelly have interviewed candidates for the proposed Assistant Director           
position in the Child Care Center. 

Kelly reported that currently there are two days per year where the Center is closed for 
deep cleaning.  She recommended that a third cleaning day be added for 2023.  Jeremy 
moved, Mark seconded, carried to approve the closure of the Center for an additional 
cleaning day in 2023. 

· Pastor attended annual Synod Assembly on May 7 with Jeremy Johnson 

· Participated in dedication at Woodlawn Cemetery 

· Planning summer services 

· Good Earth Village will lead summer camp for the youth July 18-22.  The cost is $15 
for one child or $25 for a family. 

· The youth mission trip is July 9 to the 15.  Amber Mlynczak and Jeremy Johnson will 
also be chaperones along with John. 

· Senior Recognition Service was on June 5 with graduating seniors receiving quilts 
followed by the senior brunch. 

· A music survey was provided to church members which will be available throughout 
June 

· Met with Andreas Hendrickson, son of Charles Hendrickson, the builder of our pipe 
organ. 

· Summer blended worship services will be at 9:30 a.m. 

· Child Care Center has 70 children enrolled serving 56 families 

Church Council 
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Council Report (Continued) 
· CCC received grant income of $8,929.80 from the Child Care Stabilizations Grant 

Program 

· The CCC will be hiring an Assistant Director as the Food Manager and Compliance 
Coordinator is relocating to Madison. 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

Committee reports were reviewed. 

 

· Properties committee air conditioning units are installed 

· Fellowship Hall and Room 6 electrical, plumbing, and drop ceilings are finished 

· Pavilion for Playground completed 

· Safety and Security purchased two new AED units.   

· Council reviewed the Safety and Security Committee’s recommendations of the cur-
rent systems. 

 

Action items included: 

à Bid for upgrading camera system 

à Bid for panic buttons 

à Card/Fob deposit for outside groups 

à Recommendation effective 6/8/2022 for doors to be locked all day, every day 

à Visitor log creation 

à Recommend revision of Building Use Policy with suggestion to add damage deposit 
and fees. 

 

Chris will do devotions at the July meeting. 

 

Closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 
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FINANCIAL REPORT  
OPERATING FUND - June, 2022 
Total Income:             .    $28,981.65  
Total Expenses: $47,318.15  
Offering Goal : 

July               $45,801.99 

Thank you for your support of Central’s ministry. 
 

Gifts in memory or honor of someone  
MEMORIALS 
June 14, 2022 through July 12, 2022 
 

UNDESIGNATED 
Memory of Gerry Williams 
Given by Bernard & Nancy Lilla, Jim & Marylou    
Hurley, Arla Hjelmeland, Meadow Acres Townhous 
Association, Louanne Schwarz, Bob Bamenek, Betty 
Bakken, Rich & Carol Kramer, Janis Vose, Kathy & 
Don Blasko, Linda Bouck, Judith Eger 

Memory of Judy Wedul 
Given by Linda  
 
FOOD SHELF 
 Memory of Susan Cooper 
Given by Karen Littlejohn 
 

YOUTH 

Memory of Gerry Williams 

Given by Bev Spande 

SOUND SYSTEM 

Memory of Gerry Williams 

Given by Ardyce Paulson 

MUSIC 

Memory of Gerry Williams 

Given by Rich & Eugenia Moe 

 

IN RECOGNITION OF DR. EDIN’S RETIREMENT 

Given by Judy Davis, Don & Joan Klagge 

 

IN CELEBRATION OF KEITH HOLMQUIST’S          
RETIREMENT 

Given by Judy Davis 

 

 

 

 

 

Designated Gifts in April 

WVS Food Shelf………...…….…….$281.00 

Quilters…………………………...……$20.00 

ELCA World Hunger…………...…...$100.00 

Memorials……………………….…...$100.00 

Building Maintenance Fund…..….$1,418.00 

Resettlement WIN………………..…$140.00 

 

 

 

CONVENIENT GIVING 
You can make an automatic gift to Central Lutheran 
Church from your savings or checking account once 
a week, once a month or twice a month. To request a 
form you can call the church or check out automatic 
giving options on Central’s website. 
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What’s coming up? 
 

· August 14, Outdoor Worship @ Lake Band Shell  

· WSU Move in August 17 &18 

· Rock the Block August 27 

· Blessing of the backpacks August 28 during worship 
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