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This season of Advent is a time of watching for the signs, of preparing for the arrival of the 
Christ child even as we wait patiently for the second Advent of Christ, which is coming and  
coming soon.  Waiting patiently is a gift most of us struggle with.  We do not like to wait; we do 
not want to wait, yet waiting is what we must do.  Often that on which we wait is out of our 
hands, not within our control.  Much like the arrival of Christmas Day, it will arrive as it always 
does on the 25th of December, there is nothing we can do to hurry it along.  Or waiting for the 
second Advent, for the arrival of Christ just as he told us, who will arrive at the time our   Father 
in Heaven has determined and not a second earlier.   

Waiting is part of our daily lives.  My Grandmother used to say: ‘all good things come to those 
who wait.’  While that is a nice saying, it is not helpful.  It does not matter if it is a birthday, a  
vacation to your favorite place or the end of the day to arrive so you can go home, we are made 
to wait patiently and sometimes not so patiently. 

For us here at Central, we are just beginning another time of waiting.  The council agreed to 
look into calling a second pastor to fill the staff vacancy after John left at the end of the summer.  
In reviewing all the possibilities, a second pastor was and is the best option to fulfill the needs of 
the congregation.  The waiting comes as we begin the ‘call process’ as we determine our needs 
and the gifts of the person who will be called to serve alongside me.   

In the coming weeks the committee will be appointed and installed.  Then they will begin the 
process of gathering information along with input from you, the members of Central.  There will 
be meetings and reflection groups, paperwork to fill out so we can determine who is the right 
person to add to the staff.  

During the search and process, myself along with Pr. Dana and the staff will continue to serve 
you as we set our sights on the future.  A future, guided by the Holy Spirit so we might continue 
to serve the needs of this community and to care for you our members.  

So during these next few weeks and months as we wait patiently for the process to be          
completed, I invite you to pray.  To pray for the members of the council as they lead us forward.  
To pray for the members of the committee as they prepare the paperwork and listen to you our 
members.  To pray for Pr. Dana and myself as we continue to proclaim the Good News of a 
Savior born to be one of us.  Lastly to pray for patience, not only for yourself but for all of us as 
we await that which is coming and coming soon. 

Pr. Michael 

A Message from our Direc ng Pastor 

Rev. Michael Short 

Youth News 

The youth of Central Lutheran are heading on a mission trip in July, 2023. Currently 
there are 14 youth and 4 adults signed up to go to Bayou LaBatre, Alabama. They are 
excited about the opportunity to once again go somewhere to serve as the hands and 

feet of Jesus to people in need. 
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A. Eric Heukeshoven 

For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be 
upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counselor, The 
mighty God, the everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace. 
Isaiah 9:6 
 

The verse from Isaiah was most famously set to music by George Frideric         
Handel in 1741 for his masterpiece composition Messiah. As the program cover 
shows below, the Messiah Sing-In began 30 years ago when Dr. Harry Mechell 
served as Central’s choir director. The Sing-in was held annually in Winona until 
COVID forced its hiatus in 2020. 
 

I am overjoyed to announce the Messiah Sing-in is coming back to Central            
Lutheran Church on Saturday December 3, 2022, at 7 p.m. Dr. Mechell will           
return to the podium to conduct the orchestra, chorus, and soloists in the               
Christmas portion of Handel’s magnificent music. 
 

Another tradition returning to Central will be a performance by the outstanding 
North Star Boys’ Choir. The choir will be featured as part of the Sing-In and will 
also join us for worship the following day. 
 

We feel it is important that anyone wishing to sing or just enjoy the event be able 
to attend. For this reason, the performance will be free and open to the public. A 
suggested $10 donation will be collected with all proceeds going to the Winona 
Community Warming Center. 
 

Hardt’s Music will have Messiah scores available for purchase at the event. 
 

We need some assistance in feeding 
the musicians and housing the Boys 
Choir members. If you can help in 
anyway, please contact me or Pastor 
Short. 
 

It is so wonderful to have music          
returning to Central in so many            
wonderful and varied forms. 
 

Praise God from whom all blessings 
flow! 
 

A. Eric Heukeshoven 

aeheukeshoven@centrallutheranchurch.org 

507-474-7144 (office)  

A Message from our Worship, Music & Arts Director 
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Calling all Central Families 
Join us for a fun and festive breakfast,  

visit with Santa and holiday crafts! 
 

Saturday, Dec 10 
 

Email childcarecenter@centrallutheranchurch.org  
to reserve tickets for a specific time:   

8:30am, 9:00am, and 9:30am 

Questions, please contact us…  Phone 507.452.5493  Email:childcarecenter@centrallutheranchurch.org 

A Message from our Central Lutheran Child Care 

 
 
 
 
 

Mission: Provide the building blocks of child care by creating learning  
opportunities infused with faith while supporting the whole family 

T T 

1
s

t
 A

n
n

u
A

l
 

B
E

l
IE

V
E

 

Centra l  Lutheran Church Chi ld  Care  Center  invites  your  family to  

Join us Saturday, Dec 10th for 

Pancake Breakfast            Pictures with Santa            Games             Crafts   T T T 

                Tickets $15/family 

 Email to register:  childcarecenter@centrallutheranchurch.org 

Tickets sales  At Central in  Walk In Tickets 

Pancake Breakfast              Pictures with Santa            Games             Crafts   T T T 
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Events 

 

Winona Food Shelf 
During October 2022 you have donated 543 pounds of food and $143.00 in cash which converts to a total of 

829 pounds of food. This brings our grand total to 9,900 pounds of food this year. Thank you to everyone who 
has         participated in this very important mission. From all of the people who 

we serve at Volunteer Services thank you to Central Lutheran Church for all 
you have done and for all you will do in the future! WOW!  

- Winona Volunteer Services 

Central Lutheran Supports Winona Volunteer            
Services 

In November, Central Lutheran Church provided volunteers for the 
WVS Home Delivered Meal program. A noon meal is delivered 5 days 
a week to persons who are homebound, convalescing from illness or 
are unable to cook for themselves. Volunteers pick up meals at the 

Steak Shop and spend an hour delivering to very appreciative clients 
on their route. Those assisting this past November include Nancy        

Bratland, Kathy Benke, Mary Parham, Myrna Olson, Bev Hoenk and 
Rhonda Norton, Those not available for the photo are Gary Bratland, 

Gayle and Rick  Garrity, Bev Spande, Deb Dickenson, Judy Kiekbusch, 
Brad Benke, and Colleen Cenfield. 

CLC Socials  

The next CLC Socials event will be December 17th!  "Christmas with String Ties" is a local showcase of  
bluegrass, old-time country, swing, gospel & folk.  The show will be at the St. Cecilia Theater, 1124 W.          
Wabasha St., Winona, 7-10 PM.  If you have reserved a ticket and not paid yet, please get payments to            

Marilyn as soon as possible.  

Christmas Flowers 
We are planning for a selection of poinsettias and greenery to decorate the sanctuary. Please give as you 
are able.  

Make checks payable to “Central Lutheran Church” with "Christmas Flowers” in the memo line. 

Donors & dedications received by Monday, Dec. 19th, will be acknowledged in the  Christmas Eve bulletin. 

 

Name (please print):_________________________________________________ 
         

Amount:_____________ 

Dedication (print):___________________________________________________ 
(in honor/memory of) 
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Community 

 

Prayer shawls available 
Do you know someone who has health issues? Lost a loved one? Away from home?   
Serving in the military? There are many reasons to want to comfort someone or  let them 
know you’re thinking of them. What can you do? You can give them a prayer shawl. Prayer 
shawls are handmade hugs to let them know God loves them. 
Questions: contact Sheri Maier 507-458-5574 

Winona Community Warming Center Needs Volunteers! 
The Warming Center was forced to delay opening this year due to lack of staffing. Volunteers are needed 
now more than ever. From now until January there are two volunteer shifts to pick from which are                   
8:30 PM– 11:00 PM and 5:00 AM-7:30 AM. You must be 18 years or older. Please call Patrick Michner (507) 
458-2259 or email him at pmichneer@ccsomn.org if you have any questions or would be willing to volunteer.  
Urgent needs: Travel size toiletries, ground coffee, dairy creamer  
 
Other needs: XL twin sheets, single serve meals, pillows, cleaning supplies, windproof hats & gloves, 
cereal, breakfast bars, toilet paper, hand warmers, & paper towels. 

Winona Community Warming Center  
Since 2017, the Winona Community Warming Center has provided a safe, warm place for the homeless in 
Winona to spend a night. Volunteers have always been and will continue to be crucial to the mission and 
function of the warming center. The warming center would also like to serve a meal for approximately 20 
people each day and needs help from the community to do this. Monetary and product donations are also 
welcome anytime. This program is managed by Catholic Charities and they would like to work with a           
community partner such as Central Lutheran. At this time we do not have a Community Partner Coordinator 
at Central. If you would be interest in taking a leadership role in this important, compassionate ministry 
please call Shayna or Pastor Short. If you are able to volunteer or donate money or products please contact 
Patrick Michener or stop at the day center at 111 Market St. Suite 2b. Central was very generous in the       
Sock-tober campaign, let’s grow that generosity! 

FEAST 
The FEAST will host 2 meals in December.   
December 7: Jay Dureske-Garlic toast pizza, salad, cottage cheese, bread 
 
December 14: Annual Lehnertz Family Holiday Dinner, Hosted by the Chuck and Rita Lehnertz family.      
Turkey, potatoes and gravy, stuffing, corn, rolls and cranberries.  
-This meal is a wonderful way to celebrate the season with a family who generously supports the FEAST 
through their volunteering and support.  
 
There will be no FEAST on December 21 and December 28.  
If you are available to help wrap silverware prior to the meal (Tuesday or Wednesday),or to help in any 
way,  please contact FEAST coordinator Sharri Hackbarth at sharrihackbarth@hotmail.com.  
The FEAST committee wishes the community a Merry Christmas and we look forward to serving all in the 
New Year.  The  FEAST will resume on January 4. 

Central Lutheran Book Group 
The book group will meet on December 1st at 10 am to discuss “Father Melancholy’s Daughter” by Gail 
Goodwin. All are welcome to join in the discussion.  
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Events 
The WELCA Christmas Bake Sale and Lunch Returns! 

SATURDAY DECEMBER 10th, 9-12 
The WELCA bake sale and lunch will be on Saturday, December 10th, from 9:00 AM until 12:00 PM. Come 

and purchase your favorite holiday cookies, baked goods and LEFSE! Stay to enjoy the lunch which includes 
egg or ham salad sandwiches, chicken noodle soup, coffee and coffee cake. A free will offering for the lunch 

will be donated to the Winona Volunteer Services Food Shelf. Bake sale proceeds will benefit the Winona  
Immigration Network, Knitted Knockers and church needs. Invite your friends! Come for the sale! Stay for 

lunch! We hope to see you there! 
 

COOKIE BAKERS NEEDED! 
Please come to bake Rosettes and Krumkake on Thursday, December 8th starting at 9 am in the church 

kitchen. Sign up for a shift on the sign up sheets in the Narthex. Rosette making shifts are from 9-12, 1-4, and 
4-7. Krumkake will be made in Grace Hall from 9-12. Rosettes and Krumkake are two of our biggest sellers. 

They’re time consuming to make, so we could use your help. This is an equal opportunity event! All are          
welcome– women, men, youth and children with an adult. No experience necessary! We’ll teach you what 

you need to know. Come and join the fun for a great cause! 
 

BAKED GOODS NEEDED 
All hands on deck! We need your generous donations of baked goods for the WELCA Christmas Bake Sale. 

As you’re making your family favorite Christmas treats, please consider donating some of your cookies,          
candy, cakes, bars, pies or breads for the sale. Please bring your delicious donations to Grace Hall on Friday, 

December 9th from 10-6. Thank you for your generosity and support. 

Central Lutheran Confirmation Class               
Creates Advent Snowflakes 

On Wednesday evening November 9th, Central’s                     
Confirmation students worked intently on creating               
decorated wood snowflakes. Using artificial snow, 
glitter, pearls, mosaic glass and rhinestones their  
creations were unique and beautiful. Hues of blue 

were chosen for decoration as a reminder of          
hopefulness and in anticipation of Bethlehem during 

Advent. Homebound members of the Church          
received the snowflakes in addition to cards from the 

Confirmation Class, Sunday School and Pastoral 
Staff. Home baked treats in the gift bags and delivery 

to homes was coordinated by the Social Concerns Committee. 

Winona Immigration Network Update 
The Winona Immigration Network’s November Chicken Que fundraiser 

was a great success because of YOU! Thank you! The proceeds will help 
us with larger ongoing expenses such as rent and legal fees for Edelber’s 

request for asylum. After his recent visit to the Immigration Office in St. 
Paul, we are very hopeful that he will get an Employment Authorization 

Document in a few months. He will be so happy when he can have a real 
job! Please pray that Edelber’s immigration process will go as smoothly as 

possible, and keep Edelber in your prayers during the Holidays. He has 
many friends, but the holidays are an especially difficult time to be away 

from family. Thank you again for your ongoing prayers and support of the 
Winona Immigration Network. 

Epiphany Tea 

Mark your calendars for the WELCA Epiphany Tea on January 8th, 2023. Watch for more information. 
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Council Report: October 18, 2022 
Church Council 

PAST PRESIDENT 

Chris Nisbit 
 

PRESIDENT 

Jeremy Johnson 
 

PRESIDENT ELECT 

Steve Ringlien 
 

TREASURER 

Mark Boysen 
 

SECRETARY  

Myrna Olson 
 

AT LARGE 

Scott Mlynczak 
 

AT-LARGE 

Tim Laib 

PRESENT:  Pastor Short, Jeremy Johnson, Chris Nisbit, Mark Boysen, Steve Ringlien, 
Myrna Olson 
 

ABSENT:  Scott Mlynczak, Tim Laib 
 

Jeremy called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.  Steve opened with devotions. 
 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

Steve moved, Chris seconded, carried to approve the agenda. 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Mark moved, Jeremy seconded, carried to approve the September 20, 2022,  and October 2, 
2022, minutes. 
 

TREASURER’S REPORT 
Mark presented the following September Treasurer’s Reports: 
 

September 2022 income of $32,451 was short of the budgeted income of $42,568.  The actual 
income of $32,451 minus the actual expenses for the month of September of $47,427 gave         
September a loss of ($14,976) for operations. 
 

Year to date income is $686,382 (which includes ERC) compared to expenses of $456,785 gives 
a net gain of $229,597. 
 

The larger purchase for the month was in Building Maintenance of $1,000 for carpet cleaning. 
 

Child Care Fund: 
September 2022 monthly income was $60,071 with monthly expenses being $78,903 showing a 
monthly net income of ($18,832).  Year to date net income for the Child Care Center is $36,912.  
Kelly reported that this is the time of year where the loss of children to kindergarten does affect 
the Center, but it picks up as more children are enrolled. 
 

Following discussion, Chris moved, Steve seconded, carried to approve the Treasurer’s Report. 

OLD BUSINESS 
 

Organ Estimate Update 
Estimates for the organ update have not yet been received. 
 

Feast Dates for Council to Assist 

Council will serve food for the Feast on November 9, 2022, and will prepare the meal for January 
11, 2023. 
 

Nominating Committee 
The Nominating Committee will provide proposed nominations to fill Council, Nominating       
Committee, and Foundation positions for 2023.  
 

Meal for Lutheran Campus Center 
The Council will be providing the meal for the Lutheran Campus Center on November 20, 2023. 
 
Children and Family Ministry Update 

We welcome Pastor Dana Jackson who has signed a contract with CLC for a temporary pastoral 
position to work with youth and families.  
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Council Report (Continued)  

NEW BUSINESS 
 

Call Process Conversation 
Discussion was held on calling an ordained pastor whose focus would be youth and families.  It 
was the consensus of the Council to begin the Call Process, the first step of which would be to 
form a transition team of approximately six members appointed by the Council who would meet 
to review the needs of the congregation.  They would meet for three to four months and would 
then be followed by a Call Committee. 
 

STAFF REPORTS 
 

Staff reports were reviewed. 

· Survey has been sent for summer of 2023 mission trip and youth group activities 

· Planning “Parenting Teens events” in the fall 

· Planning for service events with youth – Habitat and Feast 

· Working with WIN group 

· Habitat – Rock the Block event on October 1 

· Working with Eric on Advent and Christmas services 

· Child Care Center has 57 children enrolled 

· CCC staff continues with training 

· Received $8,918.80 grant in October from Child Care Stabilizations Grant Program 

· The Sunday School kids will sing on October 16 a new setting of the Lord’s Prayer com-
posed by Eric after being asked by Tammy Swenson Lepper if he could find music to teach 
the children the text.  They will be joined by a group of female voices from the Adult Choir. 

· The Luren Singers from Decorah, IA, will present a free concern on October 23. 

· The James K. Carlson Memorial Concert will be held on October 29. 

· Eric is working with Dr. Mechell on bringing back the “Messiah Sing-In” for Saturday,           
December 3. 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

Committee reports were reviewed. 

· The Feast continues with providing the Wednesday evening dinners 

· The Welcome and Worship committee reported that CLC Socials has tickets for the               
upcoming event String Ties from the Highway 61 concert series on December 17. 

· Confirmation is October 30 at 10:30 a.m. 

· There is a need for worship assistants 

· Properties Committee reported additional security cameras have been added along with  
security panic buttons 

· Painting of the shed has begun  

· Personnel Committee had recommended to Council a 5% wage increase for staff for 2023.  
Steve moved, Mark seconded, carried to approve the 5% wage increase in 2023. 

 

Next meeting is November 15, 2022, at 6:30 P.M. 
 

Closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 
 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:45 P.M. 
 

Myrna Olson 

Secretary 

Church Council 
 

PAST PRESIDENT 

Chris Nisbit 
 

PRESIDENT 

Jeremy Johnson 
 

PRESIDENT ELECT 

Steve Ringlien 
 

TREASURER 

Mark Boysen 
 

SECRETARY  

Myrna Olson 
 

AT LARGE 

Scott Mlynczak 
 

AT-LARGE 

Tim Laib 
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FINANCIAL REPORT  
OPERATING FUND - October, 2022 
Total Income:             .    $73,678.88 
Total Expenses: $63,424.25  
Offering Goal : 

November               $46,106.49 

Thank you for your support of Central’s ministry. 
 

Gifts in memory or honor of someone  
MEMORIALS 
October 19, 2022 through November 15, 2022 
 

UNDESIGNATED 
Memory of Walter ThompsonThompson 

Given by Lois Larson, Don & Donna Peterson, 
Susan & Duane Yeoman, Dewayne & Marie Exe, 
Jerry Whetstone, Gary & Donna Luehman, Duane 
& Sarah Grafe, Julie & Michael McLaughlin, 
Margie Fraser, Jeremy & Stacy Kreidermacher, 
Phyllis Nelson. Gert Feine, Ron & Audrey Helstad, 
Brad & Kim Thompson, Susan Cada, Mike &     
Jenny Johnson, Brian & Jenny Thompson, 
Patty Bauer, Harley & Roberta Johnson, Jerry & 
Liz Olson, Arne & Adeline Agrimson,  
Al & Pat Kreidermacher, Linda & Dick         
Kreidermacher, Dan & Tara, Cole, Austin        
Kreidermacher, 
Ron & Karen Kyllo, Dr. & Mr. Thomas Mauszycki 
 

Memory of Richard Twait 
Given by Wally & Karen Lanford, Gail McCauley  

Memory of Ellen Laib 

Given by Jim & Marylou Hurley, Pam Davick 

YOUTH 
Memory of Ellen Laib 
Given by Judy Benson, Bev Spande, Kathleen 
Blasko  
 
QUILTERS 
Memory of Richard Twait 
Given by Mia Martin 
 

 BUILDING MAINTENANCE FUND        
 Memory of Jason Poser 
 Given by Mia Martin 
 
 
      

FOUNDATION  
Memory of Walter Thompson 
Given by Mia Martin 
 
 FLOWER FUND 
     Memory of Ellen Laib 
     Given by Rich & Eugenia Moe 
   
 TV/VIDEO 
      Memory of Walter Thompson 
      Given by Ardyce Paulson 
 

 

 

 

 

Designated Gifts in October 
Funeral Fund………………………..$150.00 

Building Maintenance Fund……..$1,446.00 

Resettlement WIN……………………$75.00 

ELCA World Hunger………………..$100.00 

WVS Food Shelf………………...….$143.00 

Organ………………………………...$495.00 

Youth…………………………………..$75.00 

Memorials…………………….……..$615.00 

Quilters……………………………..…$45.00 

Video/TV.……………………………..$15.00 

Sunday School…………….………..$132.45 

Feast…………………………..……..$828.55 

CLC Foundation……………………...$20.00 

Youth Mission Trip……………. ...$3,385.82 

ELCA Disaster Response…..……..$246.00 

 

 

 

 

 



12  

What’s coming up? 
 

¨ Dec. 10 Breakfast with Santa 

¨ Dec. 10 WELCA Bake Sale @ 9:00 AM 

¨ Dec. 17 String Ties @ 7:00 PM 

¨ Dec. 24 Christmas Eve Services 

Þ 4 PM in-person & online 

Þ 5:30 PM in-person 

Þ 7:00 PM in-person 

Þ 11:00 PM in-person 

¨ Dec. 25 Christmas Day one service @ 9:30AM 

Þ In-person & online 

259 W. Wabasha Winona, MN 55987   
www.centrallutheranchurch.org  

office@centrallutheranchurch.org 

507.452.5156 
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