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Vision & Mission
“Gathered in the love of God, we connect and serve.”

Central Lutheran Church exists to make disciples:

people who are passionate about following Jesus and

living their faith each and every day.
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Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

This time of year I get pulled in different directions: part of me wants to look back at the
past year while the other part wants to look forward to all the possibilities in the New Year.
Here at the end of the year we all tend to get nostalgic looking back at what we
accomplished, what went right and what did not turn out the way we had hoped. We miss
those who are no longer with us or those who are far away
even as we celebrate with those who are close. At the same time, we get excited about the
possibilities in the coming year. The possibility of a new additions to the family, or maybe a
new job, or a new opportunity; there are so many possibilities sometimes we have a hard
time staying focused on today.

The same happens within the church as it does within our own personal lives. As I look back
it seems like 2024 just raced by leaving joys and sadness, celebrations and heartbreaks in its
wake. There were many changes that took place this year at the same time so much seem to
remain the same.

Looking back at 2024, we have a lot to be thankful for here at Central. We have continued to
gain new members and the pace of activities within the church and the building continue to
amaze me. Much of this is because of all you, our members who welcome to the stranger,
who allow the doors of the building to open to community groups as you endeavor to live
out God’s mission for this place.

As I look back I give thanks to God for all the ways you support the ministries of Central. I am
amazed at all that gets done because of you. At the same time, I know there is more to be
done and can be done when everyone takes part in the mission we share. While we continue
to grow our membership we also need to grow our group of volunteers. We continue to need
your participation so the mission we share can and will sustain itself into the 2025 and
beyond.

There are a variety of groups who could use your help. One of those groups which I am ever
thankful for is the Altar Guild who takes care of decorating the sanctuary with the colors of
the season. Karen Jacobsen, Tim and Laurie Laib, Peggy Twait, Carol Kramer and so many
others (I apologize to those I failed to name yet give thanks for as well) come every few
weeks as the church year season changes to decorate the sanctuary in order to engage you
with visual signs of the season. As dedicated as they are, they need your help in order to
keep this one part of the ministry active and alive. If decorating is not your interest, there is
a group here at the church which does match your area of interest or desire to
serve. Come and lend a hand.

Therefore, as we look back with joy and thanksgiving we continue to look forward with
anticipation of that which is to come. After all we are Advent people, as I said in my sermon
a couple weeks ago, constantly gathering, continually serving as we engage our mission in
anticipation of the coming of our Savior. Living within our advent we wait with hope that this
will be the year of our salvation. We wait in peace, calmly watching for the new light to
shine. We wait sharing the joy and the love which we have already received from our God.

So as we approach this pivotal moment as the calendar turns a new page ushering in the
second quarter in the 21 st century may we wait in confidence knowing the day of the Lord
is coming and coming soon.

Pr Michael
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A MESSAGE FROM OUR
ASSOCIATE PASTOR

Brothers and Sisters of Christ,

   January brings about new changes for all of us with the start of a new calendar
year. The days start to once again get a little longer, the holidays are over, and we
find ourselves hunkering down a little for the bitter cold of winter. Amid all of
that, many of us find ourselves wrestling, some determined and some not, with
new year’s resolutions. Many people find challenge and joy in starting off their
new year optimistically different, working to make their lives better. And, I say
good for them!

   I am not a person to make resolutions, not because I don’t believe in them, but
I’m always in the mindset of why not start today, why not make changes as soon
as we feel motivated. When we think about this in terms of our faith life, I often
think about what God is calling us to right now. Not just in our individual lives, but
also collectively as Christians.

   We can find inspiration for this all over the Bible, stories of people who follow
the call of God. Moses leading the Israelites out of Egypt, Deborah leading the
Israelites to battle with the Canaanites, Mary carrying and giving birth to the Son
of God. Yet, when I think about how God calls us, I often think of Zacchaeus.
Zacchaeus was a short, chief tax collector who found wealth by taking his share of
taxes from the people of Jericho. Yet, Jesus called him to a different life, and he
immediately surrendered by giving away half his possessions and paying back
anything that was stolen, four times over.

   What strikes me about this story that has stayed with me is the immediacy of
how Zacchaeus responds to Jesus. This tax collector doesn’t hum and haw over
what Jesus calls him to, he just does it and does it eagerly. Zacchaeus has a
servant’s heart that is reflected in his immediate actions. One of the things that I
love about Central is how I get to see this same type of servant heart in many of
our community. We often have the chance at Central to show up and live out our
immediate calling to be a church of love and grace; a place that shares Gods love
with our neighbor and welcomes all.

   Jesus calls us to respond to the overflow of love and grace that comes from God
with our own overflow of love and grace onto others. This call is for not for
tomorrow, or three months down the road, but for today, for now. This year as we
think about the things in our lives that we’d like to change, or do more of this year,
I pray that we all feel the call of love and grace for others. I pray that we can all
live out our immediate calling with whatever time, talent or treasures that we
have.

In Christ,
Pastor Kristen Massa



“Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of
lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow due to change.” (James 1:17)
2024 – YEAR IN REVIEW
As I write this, our annual hosting of the Messiah Sing-In has just celebrated its 30th
anniversary performing to a full house last weekend.
I am proud of all the amazing performances Central has been a part of in 2024.
HENDRICKSON ORGAN RECITALS
Starting in February, Central welcomed 9 area organists to celebrate the 30th anniversary of
our magnificent Hendrickson Pipe Organ. The recitals raised approximately $4,000 for the
instrument’s upcoming renovation. You can hear the concerts on Central’s SoundCloud
page: https://on.soundcloud.com/Z6fPo4jDJFjmiXHS6
GLORIOSO – BELLS OF WINONA
February saw the return of handbells to our sanctuary. The Glorioso handbell choir
welcomed Central members and members from other congregations. The group has
performed at area senior living facilities and were part of Advent worship in December. The
Rochester Area Handbells also returned for a performance in March.
CHOIRS, CHOIRS, CHOIRS
WSU choirs performed in April. The Winona Community Chorale gave four splendid
performances in May and November. And the Luren Singers from Decorah, Iowa returned in
March.
WINONA BRASS BAND
This Winona area group also had its 30th anniversary this year. The group celebrated by
giving an organ and brass concert in May and returned for their “Christmas Joy” concert as
part of the WELCA bake and craft sale in December.
BACH SOCIETY OF MINNESOTA
Our longstanding affiliation with this outstanding Twin Cities ensemble brought two
performances – a Mobile- Mini concert in May as well the opening of their season in
September.
MEMBERS SERVING MEMBERS
In addition to the handbell choir, our Sunrise Singers at 8:30 and Central Singers at 10:30
worship are two faithful groups who assist in leading the liturgy and hymns every week.
Sunday School leader Erin Boysen strives to bring fun music to our youth every Sunday. Our
confirmands caroled at area senior living facilities in December. Pastors Short and Massa
and I began offering chapel time for children attending Central Childcare Center. Adult Choir
sings regularly throughout the year, and the list goes on and on. We are already planning
events for 2025, and I thank everyone at Central for their incredible support.
It continues to be my honor, privilege, and joy to serve this amazing congregation.

Blessings, always.
--

A. Eric Heukeshoven, M.S.
Director of Worship, Music & Arts

A MESSAGE FROM OUR WORSHIP,
MUSIC & ARTS DIRECTOR
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2024 Messiah Sing-In
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On our last Sunday of the semester, I found three students studying on the terrace where we
now meet for dinner and worship. They were spread out around the room, so I invited each
one individually to have some dinner and join us, or keep studying. It turned out they were
there together, so after they filled bowls with homemade chicken noodle soup and vegetable
noodle soup (perfect for this time of year with all the sickness going around campus!), they sat
at a table together and ate. One student wore a hijab. I mention that only because it warms my
heart that students who come from different faith background also receive nourishment and
welcome from the LCC- without hesitation. At the end of the evening Susan Zeller brought
nursing students in to also get some food. Though we miss our space on Huff Street, we are
mindful of the opportunity we have to share the spirit of LCC with those who otherwise may
never have come through our doors on Sunday night.

Our worship the last Sunday of the semester includes the four weeks of Advent and Christmas
Eve. This year we heard Scripture readings for the season alongside poems by Maya Angelou,
including “Amazing Peace”. One line of this beautiful poem felt especially illustrative of our
evening on the terrace, sharing our food and the love of God with all:

"We clap hands and welcome the Peace of Christmas.
We beckon this good season to wait a while with us.
We, Baptist and Buddhist, Methodist and Muslim, say come.
Peace.
Come and fill us and our world with your majesty.
We, the Jew and the Jainist, the Catholic and the Confucian,
Implore you, to stay a while with us.
So we may learn by your shimmering light
How to look beyond complexion and see community.

It is Christmas time, a halting of hate time."

-Pastor Corrine



FEAST
Welcome to the winter/spring season of the FEAST! 

We need volunteers to be drivers for homebound deliveries
on the third and fourth Wednesdays of each month. This is a
vital connection to some of our homebound members and
we need just a bit of your time for this job. Call Laurie Laib
and let her know you can help at 507-454-6746.

The FEAST needs dessert makers each week. You needn't
make all the desserts, just a pan of bars or a batch of
cookies, as multiple people help each week. Please consider
this easy task- it's a great help. Give Pam Davick a call and
sign up for a week. 507-459-2806. 

NOTE: There is no FEAST meal on December 25 or January
1. 

Weather Cancellation Plan: If school is cancelled for the day,
or gets out early, we will have no FEAST. Please listen to
the radio, and check the church or Winona Area Public
Schools website to be aware of cancellations. 

COMMITTEE EVENTS
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January menus: 
Jan. 8, Joe Palubicki cook: roasted
pork and gravy, green beans, carrots,
fruit salad

Jan. 15, Cindy Pye cook: chili, corn
bread, fresh veggies

Jan. 22, Cindy Pye cook: vegetable
beef soup, chicken dumpling soup,
salad

Jan. 29, Kim Allison cook: menu to be
determined. 



WELCA Candlelight Epiphany Tea
Save the date! Sunday, January 5th is the WELCA Candlelight Epiphany Tea!
All are invited to the Candlelight Epiphany Tea on Sunday January 5th from 4:00 to 5:30 PM in Grace Hall.
Bring your family, friends and children. We are keeping it simple with church china, candlelight, soft music
and time to chat. There will be lots of tasty treats, both savory and sweat. Let’s take an hour or so to relax,
and visit in the warm glow of candlelight. There will be no cost for admission to the tea. This is WELCA’s
gift of appreciation to our congregation for all your support of our projects. The doors will open at 3:30 PM.
There will be open seating. Reservations are only needed if you are brining guests and would like to
reserve a table for six to eight people. Please call Denise Bernatz at 507-459-2969 for reservations, or if
your would like to help with preparations for this event. 

WELCA Heartfelt Thanks!
A big "THANK YOU" to everyone who contributed to the WELCA Bake Sale and Lunch, by donating home
baked goods or by coming to church and making rosettes and krumkake. Thank you to everyone who came
and shopped at the Bake Sale, and the Quilter's craft sale, and stayed for lunch.  Donations from the bake
sale were divided between WELCA, Youth and Family Ministry, and the Winona Immigration Network.
Those of you who enjoyed the lunch supported the Winona Volunteer Services Food Shelf. If you did any
shopping at the Quilter's Craft Sale, you supported the Red Cross Hurricane Relief and Knitted Knockers. A
good time was had by all and supported many worthwhile causes!

WELCA

Images are of past Epiphany Tea’s 
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GET INVOLVED
Winona Immigration Network -WIN
WIN is having a Hot Dish and Jello Salad competition fundraiser on Sunday, January 19th, from 11-30 - 1:30.
Watch for more details, but start looking for that favorite hot dish and/or Jello salad recipe. Then come and check
out the competition!

Thank You! Thank You! Thank You!
WIN would like to thank everyone who attended the H3O December Jazz Jam fundraiser. We appreciate your
support!

Thank you to WIN
Dear members of the WIN group, THANK YOU, thank you all very much, it is a wonderful blessing that God has
put you on the path that we took to our tranquility and that this city has been our destiny, we truly feel that God
has heard our prayers and has extended his hand to us, we thank you all for your help, your support and
everything you have done for us, to Ibrahim and Laurie for allowing us to use their house for 1 year and donating
their furniture to us. We know that EVERYONE has been part of this wonderful experience, we fall short of words
to thank God first and then all of you. We regret not being able to take advantage of the gift of being ale to
communicate between people because of the language barrier, but know that we wish the best for everyone and
know that God has you on a good list. A fraternal hug to all members of WIN, to all who have helped us move
into our how. We were surprised to have a total of 8 cars show up to help! We wanted to take a video but had
lots of work, but our house looked like a sales warehouse. We never imaged that so many would come and a
couple showed that we didn’t know, really amazed, our friends Jim and Sally who came from Rushford, thank
you. We have no words only THANK YOU AND GOD BLESS YOU! - Saenz Vallejo Family
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Expenses

Income

Monthly  Budget
Budget vs

Actuals

$385,744 $482,685 $96,941

$570,463 $562,826 $7,637

Net $184,719 $80,141 $104,578  

Income

Expenses

YTD Budget Budget vs
Actuals

$385,744 $482,685 $96,941

$570,463 $562,826 $7,637

Net $184,719 $80,141 $104,578

COUNCIL REPORT: NOVEMBER 19, 2024COUNCIL REPORT: NOVEMBER 19, 2024Church
Council

Past President
Steve Ringlien

President
Scott Mlynczak

President Elect

Treasurer
Mark Boysen

Secretary
Myrna Olson

At Large
Tammy

 Swenson-Lepper

At Large
Tim Laib
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YTD Operating Fund
YTD income is $385,744 and YTD expenses are $570,463 with a YTD loss of
($184,719)

Child Care
Monthly income of $53,938 and expenses of $67,330 with a loss for the month of
($13,392). YTD income of $690,720 and expenses of $706,528 with a loss of
($15,807). Total Fund balance is $98,407.

Following discussion, Tammy moved, Steve R. seconded, carried to approve the
October 2024 Treasurer’s Report.

Income

Expenses

Monthly YTD

$53,938 $690,720

$67,330 $706,528

Net $13,392 $15,807

PRESENT: Pastor Short, Pastor Massa, Scott Mlynckzak, Steve Ringlien, Tim Laib,
Mark Boysen, Tammy Swenson Lepper, Myrna Olson, Steve Everson
ABSENT: None
Scott called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. Scott opened with devotions. Steve
E. will have devotions in December and Tammy in January.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA
Scott noted he would like to add contemporary service to the agenda.
With this addition, Tim moved, Mark seconded, carried to approve the agenda.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Steve moved, Tim seconded, carried to approve the October 8, 2024, minutes.

TREASURER’S REPORT
Mark provided the following October financial report:

October 2024 Central Lutheran Church Financial Report Operating Fund
October had income of $36,515 and expenses of $59,876 giving it a loss of
($23,361).



COUNCIL REPORT CONTINUEDCOUNCIL REPORT CONTINUEDChurch
Council

Past President
Steve Ringlien

President
Scott Mlynczak

President Elect

Treasurer
Mark Boysen

Secretary
Myrna Olson

At Large
Tammy 

Swenson- Lepper

At Large
Tim Laib
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OLD BUSINESS
Appointment of President-Elect
Pastor Short informed the Council that the Nominating Committee is
recommending
Steve Everson to fill the position of President-Elect effective immediately. Tammy
moved to accept the appointment of Steve Everson as President Elect. Tim
seconded
the motion, carried with all voting aye.

Generous Together
Pastor Short and Pastor Massa further explained the program and there will be a
kick-
off celebration.

Lutheran Campus Center Meal
The Council provided the Sunday evening meal to the LCC on November 17

NEW BUSINESS
Budget Process
Pastor Short informed the Council that the budget process for 2025 has begun.
Further
information will be provided as available.

Annual Meeting
The annual meeting is required to be held prior to February 15. Following
discussion,
Tim moved, Steve R. seconded, carried to hold the annual meeting on Sunday,
February 9, 2025, following the second church service.

Review of Guiding Documents
Pastor Short noted that the Constitution and Bylaws, along with the Personnel
Manual,
need to be reviewed and updated. The Constitution and Bylaws will be forwarded
to the
committee for review. The Personnel Committee will be reviewing the Personnel
Manual.

Contemporary Service
Scott noted he has been approached by members of the congregation regarding
contemporary services. Considerable discussion was held on the types of
contemporary services and what is included in the services. No decisions were
made
and this will be discussed again at future meetings.

STAFF REPORTS
Staff reports were reviewed:
 Beginning 2025 budget process and annual report
 Childcare conversation with Faith Lutheran, waiting for response from Faith
 Beginning to set up team and making plans for Generous Together Stewardship
 Encouraging youth to participate in worship
 W ki ith WIN
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STAFF REPORTS CONTINUED:
 Working with WIN
 Working with Lutheran Campus Center
 Adult Ed classes between services
 Next Safety and Security Committee meeting November 13
 Sixteen students confirmed on October 27
 Re-introduction of Chapel for the Child Care Center has been successful and fun.
Students have been singing songs, interacting with each other and Pastors while
they learn about God and the Bible.
 High School Youth Group will be starting on December 8
 Hendrickson Organ Recital (Eric Heukeshoven) on November 17 at Noon
 Messiah Sing-In on December 7
 Winona Brass Band on December 14
 Final Hendrickson Recital on December 18
 Central Lutheran Child Care Center has 49 children enrolled, serving 41 families

COMMITTEE REPORTS
 Property Committee – Chris is working on lighting
 TV has been installed and additional shelving added in the Office Conference
Room
 Landscaping complete around the sign on the corner including new lighting
 Child Care Center exterior door complete, thanks to Rick Kramer
 Welcome and Worship - There will be a reception for Confirmands between
services
 Will provide a meal for the members of the Messiah
 Discussed changes of the liturgical calendar
 The rummage sale went well with profits going to the youth programs
 CLC Socials organized a trip on the Winona Tour Boat to Sullivan’s.
 Game Day will return on the third Friday of each month beginning in November
and continuing through April
 Safety and Security Committee ordered orange medical bags to house
emergency response like first-aid, burn chemicals, CPR masks.
 Discussion of a semi-permanent wall installed in place of the modular desk

Following discussion, Tammy moved, Steve E. seconded, carried to approve the
staff and committee reports.

The next meeting will be December 17, 2024, at 6:30 P.M.

Closed with the Lord’s Prayer. The meeting was adjourned at 8:25 P.M.

Myrna Olson
Secretary



Designated Gifts in November

November  2024
Total Income:     $66,219.00
Total Expenses:  $49,633.13

Offering Goal: $81,822.49
Thank you for your support of Central’s Ministry

Gifts in memory or honor of someone Memorials Nov 12 through Dec 12, 2024

FINANCIAL
REPORT

Page 13

Building Maintenance Fund              $763.00
WIN                                                        $9,130.00
WVS Food Shelf                                     $327.50
 
Youth Fund                                            $420.00
FEAST                                                      $669.67
Organ Fund                                            $508.00

Thankful for all my children, grandchildren and great grandchildren

Given by Arla Hjelmeland

ANNUAL MEETING

Join us on February 9th in Grace Hall after the 10:30 am Worship for our Annual
Meeting.

if you have Annual Reports they are due on January 13th to Shayna. 
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What’s Coming Up

Contact Us507.452.5156

office@centrallutheranchurch.org

centrallutheranchurch.org

259 W. Wabasha St. 
Winona, MN 55987 

January 1- Office Closed in observance to the New Year

January 5- 4:00 pm, Epiphany Tea

January 12- 9:30 am, Sunday School - Family Sunday

January 13- Annual Reports Due

January 19- 11:00 am, WIN Hotdish and Jello Competition

6:00 pm, High School Youth Group

January 21- Newsletter Articles Due

January 26- 9:30 am, WELCA Annual Meeting

January 28- 9:00 am, Newsletter Volunteers


