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A Message from our Directing Pastor
Sisters and Brothers in Christ,
Since the beginning, we as followers of Christ have been called to do a new thing, to
live differently, to act differently, to see the world differently than the world sees itself.
Yet we struggle to do so until events happen which open our eyes and helps us to
see with new eyes, with the eyes of Christ that the old has passed away and
everything has become new.
If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; see,
everything has become new! 2 Corinthians 5:17

Rev. Michael Short

The events of the last few months has done that for me. Like some of you, I was not
quick to embrace this pandemic. Confused by the early advice from one source
which often conflicted with advice from other sources. Yet over the months, we all
have come to better understand the virus is real, that wearing masks and physical
distancing saves lives. Our old way of gathering has passed away, at least for a short
time and see we are gathering and worshipping in a new and different way.
In addition to the pandemic, there is the social unrest, the racial injustices of the past
have been uncovered. Along with the political divide being heightened due to the
upcoming election as lead to a general questioning of authorities and institutions.
What we believe or understand about our culture and even who we are as an
American has been changed or questioned. All the old ways seem to have been
changed or at least have been discounted in some way and a new and changed way
of life is emerging.
I have been considering all of these things and asking myself, what does the mean
for the church, for Central Lutheran and our mission to serve others in the name of
Christ. How will we proclaim the Kingdom of Heaven, how will we live differently in the
world when we don’t recognize the world we live in.
As a result, I have come to understand the old has passed away and things have
become new. That does not mean that everything will be changed as many of the
new ways will be recognizable and resemble the traditions of the past. We will still
gather to worship and to give thanks and praise to God, yet worship might look
different or feel changed. There will be less singing and more instrumental music.
More people upfront leading or singing and less congregational participation. We will
still gather around Christ table, but not kneeling before the altar as in the past. While
the old has passed away, it has not gone away. There will be new and different
meaningful ways we will gather to worship and give praise to our God.

The changes will not be restricted to worship, because the way we do Sunday
School, Confirmation and youth activities will be changed as well. The way you give
to support the mission of Central has changed. Many more are sending in or going
online in making their contributions in support of Central, not waiting to bring your
offering to worship on Sunday morning. I give thanks for your support and your
embracing of this new way of giving. Our mission of Being Central to Winona has
remained, but it will be lived out in new and different ways, just as you have
witnessed these last few weeks in our parking lot.
Yet in all of this the one thing that has not changed is who we are as a child of God.
God has not changed. Jesus is with us. The Holy Spirit leads us as we continue to tell
the old, old stories of God’s love in a new and ever changing world.
Pr Michael
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A Message from our Music & Arts Director
“We need to find God, and he cannot be found in noise and restlessness. God is the
friend of silence. See how nature – trees, flowers, grass – grows in silence; see the
stars, the moon and the sun, how they move in silence… We need silence to be able
to touch souls.” ― Mother Teresa

Aleah Harvey

Some of my favorite scripture passages and songs are centered around silence,
stillness, and calm. “Be still, and know that I am God” (Psalm 46:10). “39He got up,
rebuked the wind and said to the waves, "Quiet! Be still!" Then the wind died down
and it was completely calm” (Mark 4:39). The scripture readings coming up on August
9 describe that God was not in a powerful wind, an earthquake, or a roaring fire, but
instead in a whisper (1 Kings 19:9-12). As we heard throughout the parables in July,
Jesus frequently uses examples from nature in his teachings.
In August, we have a unique opportunity to
worship in the midst of nature. We will be
holding worship in various parks and green
spaces throughout Winona. At the beginning
of each service, we will take a few moments to
calm our hearts, see and hear the beauty around
us, give thanks for God’s beautiful creation, and
rest in the knowledge that we are all worshiping
together in spirit. If you are worshipping from
home, I encourage you to also take a few
moments outside or near a window to breathe
and center your thoughts.
Please see the back of the newsletter for all
August worship service locations! (Services
will also continue to stream online at 9:30 am).
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A Message from our Youth Director
Families, the light is at the end of the tunnel. By the time you read this, it will be
August. As of press time, though, the Walz Administration has not yet announced
their plans for schools in the fall. Winona Area Public Schools are making plans for
all different scenarios. At Central Lutheran, both the Sunday School and Confirmation/Wednesday Night Workshop are making plans for if we are in-person or online.
We are also preparing for using one model, then having to switch to another (should
things improve/get worse). Prayers for our leaders to find the right decision and for
the health of our young people, physically and mentally.

John Bartholow

We had several students attend our middle school movie night showing of “The
Parent Trap”, and come to our Sidewalk Chalk Art event. I have been having luck
reaching out to students individually. We have been blessed by teen volunteers such
as Justin Brickner, who is helping how to video record the worship service; Dominic
McQuinn, who continues his commitment to the video recording ministry; and Ava
Dahlke, Morgan Starzecki, and Kendal Goyette who volunteered to help with Sunday
School in the fall. We continue to seek balance between serving our youth and
keeping them safe. In all, many of our youth have expressed interest in in-person
events (especially outdoors), but we still have the usual competition: vacations and
summer sports.
We have resumed having acolytes at worship services (even if the traditional robes
and “lighting of candles” are not needed with outdoor services). Benna Wells and
Cale Bratland ably served in this role for the first opportunity since March. Sign ups
are available on the church website under “Serve” or by contacting Worship & Music
Director Aleah Harvey at aharvey@centrallutheranchurch.org or at (507) 452-5156.
In August, we are looking to do a project where our teens make bags and surprises
for some of our elementary students. More on this is to come. We hope to do a
back-to-school event, a hike, and other outdoor events. All participants should be
masked and six feet apart (except from siblings or parents). We will be looking to do
a parenting teens talk on mental health, especially with back-to-school on the
horizon.
Lastly, WE NEED YOUR HELP! Please consider volunteering as a Confirmation
guide this fall. Even if you can only commit to doing it half of the time (and rotating
with another volunteer). Go to www.centrallutheranchurch.org/get-involved to sign
up; that link also has a sign-up for Sunday School teachers/helpers, and worship
volunteer opportunities. You can also contact me with questions.
As always if you have questions or input, you are very welcome to e-mail me at
jbartholow@centrallutheranchurch.org or call (507) 452-5156. May God bless you
this August and prepare us for the road ahead.
Peace,
John Bartholow
Director of Youth Ministries
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When I was in seminary, one of my professors taught us that
worship is our "dress rehearsal" for the rest of the week, propelling
us to live out that which we practice on Sundays. I have witnessed
this again and again through our community of faith at the LCC.
We utter confessions, receive forgiveness and mercy, sing of grace,
and are given a new identity in Christ, proclaimed beloved of God.
Then, our students go out and share that good news, reminding
their roommates (and themselves) that they really are "enough,"
inviting friends to serve at a community meal, or at the Gathering
Place, (a warm place for people experiencing homelessness to be
on Saturday and Sunday nights in the winter), and during this time
of physical distancing- responding creatively to all that is happening
in our world.
Following a zoom worship one Sunday several weeks ago, we
talked about anti-racism. We decided that night that we would
meet over the summer to have "Accountability Conversations" in
order to process with one another and support this lifelong work.
So, every other Tuesday, we "zoom in" and talk about what we are
learning, unlearning, listening to, reading, watching, etc. We have
confessed specific moments in which we have been complicit and
silent in our lives. We wonder together about how to respond to
racist comments from coworkers, family members, or friends, sharing what's happening in our lives right now.
And, after our last Accountability Conversation, we decided to seek out a resource from which we could all
learn in order to keep on with the work.
A couple months prior, we received an email invitation to participate in a letter writing campaign regarding
the health of our immigrant and asylum seeking neighbors during the COVID-19 crisis. A pastor shared
a template with us, which we could tweak, and we met via zoom to encourage one another to engage in this
advocacy work.
These are just two examples of the ways our students continue to live out their faith in the world. Still others
are checking in on other students, family, and friends; sharing essential supplies with neighbors in the Twin
Cities, and continuing to remind others that they are loved by God via text messages, FaceTime calls,
Snapchats, etc.
One student told me recently that the LCC is the only thing in her life that still feels somewhat normal. She's
grateful for the support throughout the summer, as this time is so difficult. To that end, I say thank you. Thank
you for being part of this tethering ministry. May you, too, find ways to practice and then live out your faith and
values in the world. And, may you also hold fast to that which tethers you in this tumultuous time.
Peace & Good Courage,
Pastor Corrine Haulotte
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Mission: Provide the building blocks of child care by creating learning
opportunities infused with faith while supporting the whole family

What’s Happening at our Child Care Center?
Water Play is an introduction to water sprinklers for your
youngest children, listening skills to stay safe, and taking
turns are skills to master for all ages.

Our New Normal

Walks, walks, and more walks… this summer like every
other summer the kiddos get to walk to destinations. This
year Winona State Campus gold fish pond is a great place
to have a “cycles of life” talk as faces peer over the edge
of the pond.
Food Studies help the children learn measurement of
ingredients, cause and effect of placing half-and-half in a
bag with some sugar. Placing that bag in another bag filled
with ice and salt and shaking. They had to shake, shake,
shake to make their ice cream treat.
Picnics were had to study the insects that would join them.
The PS2 Class also enjoyed their annual Teddy Bear Picnic.

Contribution to the Winona Community
Our Preschool 2 and School Age Classrooms have been
working at Spreading the Love and not the germs here in
Winona with our essential workers. The classes have been
sending art work that they have spent their hard working art
time to send to essential employees in the community!

The Center’s Team
The Center continues to operate at with strict guidelines
adhered to by the State of MN, CDC and Winona Covid-19
Response Team.
1. Temperatures of every Child are taken upon arrival.
Documentation of this process is recorded and if there
is a temperature that is in the danger zone that persons
temperature will be taken again to insure that they are well.
2. Hand washing of children is done upon arrival into their
classroom.
3. Facemasks are a required piece of Personal Protection
Equipment that the staff are to wear upon entry of the
building and for their whole shift with the children in the
center. They wear them to keep others safe. Our CLC
CCC Staff have been wearing facemasks fulltime since
April 9.

We ask you to keep the children and staff in your
prayers for health and safety being on the front line.
Questions, please contact us…
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Phone: 507.452.5493

Email: childcarcenter@centrallutheranchurch.org
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OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE
WSU Move in Date, August 20. Volunteers Needed!

CLC will once again welcome WSU students and parents on the move-in day from 9 AM-3 PM, August 20th.
Volunteers are needed for set up, handing out water and snacks, and takedown. Three stations will be set
up in the parking lot, as done in previous years, with 2 volunteers at each station in 2-hour shifts. Three
canopies and 4-6 coolers with wheels are also needed. If you're able to help for a few hours that day or
can provide a canopy or cooler, please sign up in the volunteer section on the CLC website or call the
church office at 452-5156.

Sunday School Teacher Search

Are you looking for an opportunity to work with the youth of Central?
We have the perfect opportunity for you! The Sunday School Program is
looking for a few more teachers for the upcoming year. We have a wonderful,
dedicated core group of teachers in place, but could use a few new people to complete our team.
No experience required! If you are interested in helping out or learning more, please contact
Amber Mlynczak(507) 459-1015 or email sundayschool@centrallutheranchurch.org.

June Food Basket

During June you have donated
709 pounds of food and $230 in
cash which converts to a total
of 1,169 pounds of food. This
brings our grand total to 6,977
pounds of food this year.
During this time of local and
national crisis for so many it is
emotional to see so many of us
helping out those in need in our
community. Once again, thank
you for helping! - Bob H.

150th Anniversary Celebration

Our congregation was organized on September 27th, 1871. Next year,
September 26th, 2021, marks 150 years and reason to CELEBRATE!
Plans have begun to recognize this anniversary and we're asking our
members for input. One of the first tasks will be to develop a theme
or tag line for the event that makes reference to 'flowing water', 'living
waters' or 'river'. Shortly, members will receive a survey or mail chimp
request to provide their input for a theme. Look for this to arrive via
email in early August. Please respond by August 15th.
Numerous activities and events are being planned to celebrate this
significant milestone in the life of Central Lutheran Church. If you're able
to help in any way or have suggestions, please contact Pr. Mike, Aleah
or call the church office at 452-5156.

Feast Committee
The Feast is seeking 2 persons to sit on the Feast committee. We meet once
monthly, and during the COVID-19 closures, we meet via Zoom on the second
Wednesday of the month at 4:00. Please consider joining an active team of members
and non-members committed to addressing food insecurity needs in our community.
Please call Marie Holmquist at 454-6558 for more information.
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NOTICES
Feast News

The Feast continues to carry out its mission of addressing the food insecurity of those in need in the
Winona community. We are supplying one meal a month (4th Tuesday) to the Bethany House of the
Catholic Worker community. Cooks that would normally be on summer hiatus are supplying an
entrée for up to 40 people, delivering it to the Bethany House on Broadway. Staff at Bethany House
then assemble meals into take out containers for distribution. Regular Feast cooks have committed
to fill this need through to December, following Dave and Sharri Hackbarth supplying spaghetti in
June.
July 28: Peggy Twait - Turkey Supreme
August 25: Gayle Garrity- Taco Salad
September 22: Tami Lubinski - Tami Surprise
October 27: Kathy Benke - Cranberry Chicken Breast with Wild Rice
November 24: Cindy Welke - Cindy surprise
December 22: Tami Lubinski and Lehnertz Family - Turkey Dinner
Cheri Weaver continues to coordinate desserts, and if you are interested in contributing desserts for
40, contact her at 507-689-2416.
This is a great way to put your toe in the water of being a cook for the larger Feast, once it resumes.
You can cook your meal at home, and bring to the Bethany House by 4:30 on your designated day.
Please consider this, we will likely need cooks in winter and spring. Contact Sharri Hackbarth at
sharrihackbarth@hotmail.com to explore further. Thanks to CLC for it’s ongoing support of this ministry.

Women of ELCA

Women of the ELCA (WELCA) local board members will hold their regularly scheduled meeting
(a tailgate with socially distanced lawn chairs) on Monday, August 10 at 9:00 am. We will meet on the
grass just off the parking lot on the south side of the church.

Wednesday

Themes
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This summer we will continue our Wednesday worship on-line at
Noon. This may change should the guidelines relax to allow for
in-person gatherings. It does not matter how we are gathered.
We invite you to join us for our summer series.
Aug 5th
Aug 12th
Aug 19th
Aug 26th

Luke 11:2-4
Luke 11:2-4
Luke 11:2-4
Luke 11:2-4

Lord’s Prayer
Lord’s Prayer
Lord’s Prayer
Lord’s Prayer
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NOTICES
Card Shower Honoring Pastor Louise Stromberg

Pastor Louise came to Central as our Visitation Pastor in Jan of 2017. Over her time with us she not
only visited many and cared for our families in need but lead our home volunteer team and assisted with
teaching confirmation classes. Pr. Louise stepped in a couple of time to act as the Interim Pastor during
the long interim process.
Now Pastor Louise is ready to retire once again. Pastor Louise
and Jim have sold their home and will be moving to Florida at the
end of the summer. They plan on spending the winters in Florida
and their summers traveling up north visiting family and friends.
Pr. Louise will be preaching on her last Sunday with us, August
30th. Let's show her how much she is loved and appreciated!
Mail your card to the church (259 W. Wabasha) by Wednesday,
August 26.

OPPORTUNITIES TO GIVE
Supporting Central in a Time of Distancing

While proclaiming the Gospel is central to who we are as the church, we also need financial support
to make all this happen. As you might be aware, most of our contributions and support come from
members when they attend services on Sunday mornings. Since in person worship was suspended
our level of contributions has dropped as you might expect. As the Directing Pastor, I am writing to ask
you to consider how you might continue your support of Central Lutheran Church until we are able to
once again gather in person.
Here are three options for you to consider:
1. Put your weekly or monthly contribution in an envelope and mail it to the church.
2. Consider signing up for direct deposit of your contribution by either:
a. Using the electronic payment set up through the church
b. Using the bill-pay option offered by your own bank.
3. Going to www.CentralLutheanChurch.org website and click on the giving tab. There you will be given
a couple of options to electronically support Central using a credit card or your bank account through
a company called, Vanco and soon to be added Tithe.ly.
If you need assistance in setting up the automatic giving or using any of the online processes, please call
the church office and ask for the financial secretary. Thank You for your support of the ministries of
Central Lutheran Church.

Page 10

10

Church Council

Council Report:

June 16th, 2020

PRESENT: Pastor Short, Chris Nisbit, Bill Davis, Marie Holmquist, Tammy Swenson Lepper,
PAST PRESIDENT

Bill Davis
PRESIDENT

Scott Mlynczak
PRESIDENT ELECT

Chris Nisbit
TREASURER

Paul Ness
SECRETARY:

Myrna Olson
AT LARGE:

Marie Holmquist
AT-LARGE:

Tammy
Swenson-Lepper

Paul Ness, Myrna Olson

ABSENT: Scott Mlynczak
The meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m. Tammy opened with devotions.
Pastor Short noted that he would like to add an item regarding the parking lot to
New Business on the agenda. Bill moved, Tammy seconded, carried to approve the
modified agenda. Bill moved, Tammy seconded, carried to approve the May 19,
2020, minutes.
TREASURER’S REPORT
Paul gave the following Treasurer’s report: May offerings were $35,182 compared
to the budget of $42,717. Year to date we are short $34,988. Investments recovered
in May which reports $1,724 gain. Property expenses were $5,359 compared to the
budget of $7,377. We are still $24,411 over budget due to the major reported
projects earlier this year. Bottom line was ($2,127) compared to the budget of
($123). This is a better result compared to earlier months. Year to date has
a shortfall of ($63,752).
Child Care Center revenues have dropped from the mid $20,000’s to near $18,000’s
for April and May. Salary and wages were $51,889 in May versus the usual low
$40,000’s due to extra COVID payments made to Child Care staff and the return to
full staffing. These two issues caused a loss of ($27,674) and a year to date loss of
($28,652). Child Care is returning to more normal operations in June.

WNB Financial continues to keep us updated regarding the Paycheck Protection
Plan.
Bill moved, Tammy seconded, carried to approve the Treasurer’s Report.
OLD BUSINESS
House that God Built - We still need cameras and projectors later.
Preparation/process for re-opening the church – Kelly Dicke has been
extensively researching the requirements needed to be in place in order to reopen.
Included in the guidelines are masks, cleaning, worship, childcare, and CDC
requirements. The church and child care staffs are all working very hard to keep the
building clean and everyone safe. Outdoor church services will begin June 21. There
will be special training for the ushers. Information will be sent to all church members.
NEW BUSINESS
Reopening to outside groups
There has been interest from outside groups to again meet in the church.
Following considerable discussion, it was decided that outside group meetings will
not be allowed at this time.
WSU Parking Stalls
Pastor Short said he would like to talk to Winona State University regarding moving
their Gold parking stalls in the east parking lot to the lot on the southeast corner of
the block. Following discussion, it was the consensus of the Council this would be
a good move.
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STAFF REPORTS
 Staff reports were reviewed
 Pastor Short has been meeting with Kelly, Aleah and John about reopening
procedures and processes.
 Training of ushers and worship volunteers on new procedures
 Continue using live streaming or videos on Sunday mornings at 9:30 a.m.
 Will use more singers and guest artists since singing in worship is not suggested
 Pastor Short is a member of LCC
 Kelly submitted a report detailing social distancing strategies for Child Care
Center staff.
 There has been a decline in enrollment in the Child Care Center
 Social distance strategies developed with collaboration with Lead Teachers in
CCC.
 Aleah reported that the Celebration of Graduates Service on June 7 went very
well. Pastor Short, John Bartholow, and Aleah worked together to make it a
memorable experience for the graduating seniors. Aleah had created a video
of the seniors.
 Working on preparing for in-house worship
 When there are outdoor worship services, a separate service will be pre-recorded
on Fridays and will stream on Facebook and YouTube on Sunday mornings at
9:30 a.m.
 Due to efforts by Pastor Short and Aleah, Charter (Spectrum) is now
broadcasting our services.
 A committee will meet to begin planning for Central’s 150 anniversary next year.
 The mission trip and VBS have both been cancelled for this summer.
 John reported about the special service of the graduating seniors receiving a
blessing and quilt. Seniors Nick Brand and Marcus Bunkowski did the
readings. Feedback from families and congregation members was
overwhelmingly positive.
 Ways as to how our youth ministry can design and promote programming for our
teens will be explored.
th

COMMITTEE REPORTS
The Feast has been suspended since March when the pandemic caused them
to stop serving a meal. The Feast Committee has adopted the fourth Tuesday of
each month to provide a meal to the Catholic Worker House who will then assemble
the food into “to go” meals that are delivered. It is projected this effort will continue
for a year or more, until we are passed the COVID crisis.
Worship and Welcome will be training ushers to assist when we have worship
services at church.
Property Committee are reviewing cleaning options for the church.
The plumbers have started installing the new water fountains.
Paul moved, Marie seconded, carried to approve the staff reports.
The next meeting will be July 21, 2020, at 6:30 pm
Devotions for next meeting: Marie
Closed with the Lord’s Prayer
Myrna Olson
Secretary
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FINANCIAL REPORT
OPERATING FUND - June 2020

Designated Gifts in June

Total Income: $33,432.90
Total Expenses: $46,872.53
Offering Goal JUNE: $30,871.20

Lutheran Campus Center…..

Thank you for your support of Central’s ministry.

Missions………………………….

$177.00

Capital Campaign……………..

$710.00
$15.00

MORTGAGE
Monthly payments for interest and
principal May: $3,146.00

ELCA World Hunger ………...

$100.00

WVS Food Shelf ……………….

$230.00

Youth Fund……………………..

$45.00

Gifts for Building Fund June: $600.00

CLCC Fundraisers……………..

$50.00

Memorials ……….……………..

$2,025.00

Gifts for additional mortgage Principal reduction June: $928.00
Mortgage principal balance on June 1:
$245,152.44

Gifts in memory or honor of someone
MEMORIALS
June 17, 2020 — July 14, 2020
Undesignated

In Memory of Joyce Locks
Given by Susan Day

General Fund

In Memory of Scott Inman
Given by Judy Inman

In Memory of Richard Odegaarden
Given by Judy Inman

“This is the House
That God Built Campaign”

Rich & Eugenia Moe, Gary Olson, Susan Cooper

Technology

Given by Keith Marie Holmquist
Honor of Louise & Jim Stromberg’s 50th Anniversary
Given by Bev Spande
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Using Tithe’ly to Support Central
There is a new way for you to electronically
support Central Lutheran Church. Tithe’ly
is an online organization we are now using
to receive support for the ministries of Central.
You will be able to click on a link from our
webpage or from the quick link on our Facebook
announcement about worship and in our weekly
E-News. You will be able to support our General
budget, Building budget, Youth activities as well
as other ministries within the church. If you have
a smartphone or tablet, you can download the
Tithely app from the app store and give directly
to Central as well. Thank you for all the ways you
continue to support the ministries of Central
Lutheran Church.
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