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SHORT
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contact: 507.452.5156 or 608.330.0715
prshort@centrallutheranchurch.org

Sister and Brothers in Christ
I give thanks to God for each of you and all the ways in which you make the ministries of
Central happen. Almost every week I have someone in the church or in the community
comment about all the activities which take place here in our building. I am grateful that
people see and acknowledge the gift this place is to our members and to the community. I am
also quick to acknowledge it is not me, but each of you who serve the church in so many
ways that makes Central the place where people are nourished at the table, uplifted with
music and song as they are welcomed as a child of God.

This is what I believe Paul is talking about when he describes the church as the body of
Christ, one body with many members. In the church each member or committee has its own
part to play so that the whole body might function to fulfill the ministry God has entrusted to
us.

For the last few months I have highlighted one of the volunteer opportunities here at Central. I
began centering on the worship volunteer opportunities – ushers, altar guild and communion
assistants. This month I want to give a shout out and say THANK YOU to the Welcome and
Worship committee itself who oversees all of those opportunities. The current members are
Carol Kramer, Laurie Laib, Karen Jacobson, Peggy Twait. If you know any or all of them then
you know they are a tireless group of members who have worked on this committee for years,
in fact they have done so since before I started in 2019.

The Welcome and Worship committee works closely with Pr Kristen and Eric along with
myself to plan all things worship. They meet to assign and encourage people to serve as
ushers, communion assistants, altar guild and are the chief decorators of the worship space.
They do all the back room work so you are able to come and worship each week. They are
the ones who make worship happen so I and Pr Kristen can focus on the proclamation of the
Word and serve you effectively.

As part of the whole body known as Central, the Welcome and Worship is just one part along
with the many other committees which makes the ministries of Central work. So while I lift up
this committee I also give thanks for the committees and teams as well: Property, Social
Concerns, Home Visitation, Youth, Communications, Safety and Security and our Foundation
committee. Each as a part to play and each are in need of your support.

Whenever I talk with members or potential members I talk about support Central, the body of
Christ in two ways: time and talents. That is volunteering, sharing your time serving others
and with your financial resources. Both are needed to make this place succeed. There are
times when members have more of one than the other. So my plea to you this month is to
consider how you might support Central in one way or the other as you are able.

The financial aspect will be discussed at another time. Today my plea is for your time.
Worship opportunities are an hour a week and not every week. Committees are at most a
hour or so a month and some do not meet each month. So I ask you to consider how it is that
God is inviting you to play your part to make the body function so the Good News might
continue to be shared with not only our fellow members but the community of Winona and the
world.
Pr Michael
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REV.
KRISTEN
MASSA

 Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ-

   As I write this, the Welcome and Worship Committee is changing colors in our
sanctuary again. Taking down the banners of Easter gold, changing out altar cloths and
ceiling banners in various parts of our sanctuary to have red as it’s accent color. This day
that I write, it is the week of Pentecost and the ending of the season of Easter in Church.
The red signifying the flame of the Holy Spirit that we will talk about and celebrate on
Pentecost. Then, the following week will be Holy Trinity Sunday where we celebrate just
that- the unity of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. 

  Welcome and Worship will be here yet again to change the colors in the Sanctuary back
to white- for the glory of God, for the purity of the trinity. Both of these days, Pentecost
and Holy Trinity, are days where we might look towards the mystery of God and lean into
our faith as we may wrestle with the mysteries of it all. After all of this, we head into our
“ordinary times”, that is the time of the church year where we simply are. There are no big
church holidays, and instead we look inwardly towards our growth that comes from
everyday faithfulness. The color? Green of course. Green signifying the growth, like the
growth of trees. 

   For some of us, ordinary seems, well, ordinary.Plain, uneventful, mediocre almost.But,
really it’s just the routine, the expected. We live our life, we wake up, make the coffee, do
the dishes, take out the trash, mow the lawn, etc. Much of our lives are like this, day by
day, week by week our lives look the same.The ordinary does not diminish the
sacredness of caring for and stewarding things God has called us to.In the book “Every
Moment Holy” by Andrew Peterson, he reminds us that “there are no unsacred moments;
there are only sacred moments and moments we forgot are sacred”. 

   Ordinary times in church is anything but ordinary.It’s a chance to remember the
miracles of God working in our everyday life, it’s a time of the discipline of growth.As
Danielle Hitchen says in her book “Sacred Seasons”, the green season is “a time to dig
our roots a little deeper, grow taller, stand firmer in the life of Christ.” The year of the
church, the church seasons aren’t just for show, but are there so that we may live more
deeply into the life of Christ and understand how the Holy Spirit works in all seasons of
the year. 

   As we enter this Ordinary Time that is anything but ordinary, I encourage you to
prayerfully listen to what God is calling you into about yourself and your spiritual needs.
Listen to the Holy Spirit and let her be your energizer and catalyst for growth. If you need
help with what that looks like in faith, Pastor Short and I invite you to sit down and chat
with us. We are here for you. Then, in late summer, keep your eyes on the lookout in the
sanctuary. The colors will change from a green to a darker green, signifying the deep
growth that we have accomplished together in this season of faithfulness.

In Christ,
Pastor Kristen Massa

contact: 507.452.5156
prmassa@centrallutheranchurch.org

A MESSAGE FROM OUR
ASSOCIATE PASTOR
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    Dear church, you have given us such a gift. The LCC was having a pretty great year even before we moved into
the brick house in the corner of your parking lot, but I witnessed the LCC community deepen and expand in such
beautiful ways since. Let me back up… 

    Last spring (2025) during Final Exams week, I brought a wagon full of breakfast foods to the little courtyard
outside Krueger Library on WSU’s campus. I set up a table, a marker board indicating that people could take what
they’d like, and spread a blanket out for my little one who was “helping Mom.” Students who had come to dinner,
worship, or other events like Bible Study throughout the year stopped by to get food. They stayed a while,
talking with Sadie, me, one another, and passersby. As one student started to leave, she remarked, “It was really
nice talking with you guys and actually getting to know you!” While it was a nice thing to hear the students say to
one another, it was also shocking to me. After all, the LCC students are usually a close-knit community, even for
those who aren’t able to come often. I understood that the fire had an even bigger impact than people may
realize— that the very essence of who we are as a campus ministry shifted without our gathering space. 

    A student from Saint Mary’s who had been part of the LCC her first two years wrote this: “Right after the fire,
Corrine preached that it wasn’t about the building, but about the people in the building and the connections we
share. But I’ve begun to think that this is not entirely true. The building was an integral part of the connection. It
was where our community gathered. It was a member in our community.”

    Back to this year… having a space we decorated and made “our own” in Grace Hall for the first semester was
more welcoming for newcomers. But, the real magic happened when we moved into the house and really had a
space of our own. Students began inviting more friends for movie nights, dinners, worship, and Bible study. One
Friday, a group got together and made a pasta dinner to prep for the Fools Five Race. I couldn’t be there, but I
told them this was their space, and they joyfully accepted that. That kind of community-building and ethos is
something that is not easily taught. In fact, as a former youth & family ministry teacher used to say- “it’s caught
more than it is taught.” 

    Being able to rent this house is such a gift for recapturing the essence of who we are and is going to help
tremendously in transitioning to our own building next fall. The students will already understand the culture of
the LCC and will be able to claim the space as more than “just a building.” It will, once again, become a member
in our community, fostering the message we love to share- that all are welcome and all are beloved of God. 

 Thank you, dear Central. Thank you. 
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Pop up event on April 27  with Master Gardeners, Cindy Welke and Laura Armstrong, was well attended and
provided us with good information about gardening, trees, and plants. Thank you!

th

Next pop up event, Monday July 27 , from 6 to 7 pm. Currently in the planning stage, watch for details in late June.th

The WELCA sponsored church picnic was on May 3 . The weather was nice enough to be outside, about 60 people
attended and ate all the brats and hot dogs. Next year we may start earlier and bring more food.

rd

The Quilters recently delivered 81 quilts to Lutheran World Relief. They are also busy making 20 senior quilts for the
class of 2026. They have made 14 quilts for baptism this year. Word is out that they have a good time and take a
coffee/treat break too.

WELCA is helping CLC’s Vacation Bible School financially and a number of women are helping with meals and
projects too. 

Women’s Bible study started on May 13  an we gathered from 6 - 7 pm. We will be in Grace Hall bi-weekly through
the summer. We are using the study guide “The greatest story - Bible introduction” which has 16 chapters from the
Beginnings to the New Testament. Study guides are available. All are welcome! Meeting June 10  and 24 , July 8
and 22 .   

th

th th th

nd

CLC Prayer shawls and hearts are available
Difficult diagnosis, loss of a loved one, going away to college or moving away? There are
many reasons to give someone a prayer shawl or heart or even both Prayer shawls are
handmade with love by the women of Central and are available for you to give. They’re
not only for Central Lutheran members but are for anyone you want to share Gods love
with: family, friends, co-workers, someone who could use some support. If you are
interested in giving a shawl and/or heart away you can contact the church office at 507-
452-5156 or Sheri Maier at 507-458-5574. If you are interested in knitting or crocheting a
shawl please Sheri Maier.

Women of Central Lutheran News

CLC HAPPENINGS
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Central Book Group meets on the second Friday of every month at 10:00am in the library. Please consider joining us.
Contact Rev. Diane Markevitch 608-642-1542 or Gayle Garrity for more information. The reading list:

June 12:   The Satisfaction Cafe by Kathy Wang
                 Named a Best Book of the Year by The Washington Post and The Minnesota Star Tribune How do we  live so 
                 that we are satisfied? How can people connect during moments of loneliness? This is the story   of Joan Liang, 
                 a woman who moves across the world to America, and in trying to answer these questions builds a wildly 
                 original life.

July 10:    The End of Drum Time by Hanna Pylväinen
                  In 1851, at a remote village in the Scandinavian tundra, a Lutheran minister known as Mad Lasse tries in vain  
                  to convert the native Sámi reindeer herders to his faith.  Gorgeously written and sweeping in scope, Hanna  
                  Pylväinen’s The End of Drum-Time immerses readers in a world lit by the northern lights, steeped in age-old 
                  rituals, and guided by passions that transcend place and time.

Central Lutheran Book Group



CLC NEWS
 Habitat for Humanity Serving Winona County
The Habitat For Humanity fundraiser- Wild Wild West House-Raising Hootenanny is coming soon. On Thursday, June
11 the fun will begin at 5:30 and include Backwater BBQ, live music, games and silent and live auctions. This all takes
place at the Minnesota Equestrian Center. Tickets are available at the Habitat for Humanity Winona County website.

This fundraiser hopes to raise $100,00 to continue the work of Habitat in providing safe and affordable housing for
adults and children. Habit has been busy: 
     -St Charles twin home build is compete and families are moving in
     -Repair home program continues to help families create homes that are accessible, safe and ready to meet 
      changing health needs
    -1050 E. 9th St.house will be completed this fall (Central worked on the foundation for this house)
    -Hilbert St. twin home project- 2 owner-occupied homes on a single lot, expanding access to affordable housing and 
     using land efficiently - this project has involved zoning changes and local partnerships.  
Central Lutheran continues to support Habitat for Humanity with our fundraiser sponsorship and participation in a
summer work day (to be scheduled soon).   

Winona Immigration Network Update
The Winona Immigration Network, the Winona Sheltering Network, and Richie Swanson sponsored a very successful Bird
Walk fundraiser on May 16th. We raised money for a fund to help local immigrant families with urgent needs, some related
to ICE detentions, some related to medical needs and some for opportunities for the children. The fund is available to local
immigrants, even those who have not been directly assisted by WIN or WSN. It was a beautiful day and we had about 35
birders participate with three local bird experts. Thank you to all who attended.

On May 31st WIN and supporters had a potluck event at Faith Lutheran church. We visited, played games and ate a meal
together. Everyone had a great time. We are planning to host a second annual salad luncheon in August. Those who
attended last year enjoyed it so much they said we should make it an annual event. Plans for the menu and music are in
the works. Watch for details in the August Newsletter and Central Currents.

Our families continue living life in spite of anxiety over changes in immigration policies and costs. All eight of the adults
have full time jobs and six of the adults have passed the test for their driver's license!
Our WIN Committee will meet on June 1st and July 6th at 6:30 at Central. We would love to have you join us!
We are always grateful for your prayers and support of this ministry.
-Denise Bernatz and Judy Davis Co-Chairs of WIN
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Council

Past President
Steve Everson

President
Tim Laib

President
Elect

Tammy Swenson
- Lepper

Treasurer
Steve Hacken

Secretary
Jeremy Johnson

At Large
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At Large
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Present: Steve H, Julie, Tammy, Tim, Jeremy, Pastor Kristin, Steve E, Brett
Tim called the meeting to order at 6:30pm

Devotions: Steve

Approval of the Agenda: Tim motioned to approve, Tammy second, Unanimously approved

No committee report

Appointment / Welcome New Council Member – Brett Cipperley 

Approval of Minutes: Steve approved, Jeremy Second

Approval of Treasurers report - March bottom line was significantly better than 2025. Julie moved,
Tammy second. 

 Old Business 
1. Child Care Center expansion at Faith – In progress 
2. Review of Constitution and By-Laws – Process continues 
3. Purchase of House – The purchase was completed but a Central Block planning team is being
created to establish the long term vision of the house. A group will be putting flowers, plants and
vegetables into the raised beds. Members will have an opportunity to adopt-a-plot to tend.   
4. Wall for Shayna’s desk – A half wall will be built with a door around Shayna's desk. Cabinets will
be installed.
5. Meal for LCC – Council will provide the meal on May 3.
 
New Business 
A stock gift was received. Steve H and Julie second a motion to tithe a part of the gift to be given to
six ministry partners. Remainder of gift will be split to assist with organ revitalization as well as
ongoing general support and future projects. 
A retirement distribution was received directed to the organ revitalization. Organ donation days are
planned for late summer with a celebration in mid-November.
 
Staff Reports - Julie motioned and Tammy second
• Directing Pastor – Pr. Michael Short. Central stories are being planned. Standards of conduct are
being updated. Landscaping around the church need to be addressed. 
• Associate Pastor – Pr. Kristen Massa. Plant sale and pickup is May 9th. Parents of baptized
children are invited to Central on Saturday morning, May 16th. A Pray-ground for young kids is
being discussed to support young families.Continued work on the quality of call work with the
synod. New member classes will be held May 13th and May 17th. 
• Director of Worship – Eric Heukeshoven. Multiple choirs, concerts, outdoor worship being
planned. Minnesota Beethoven Festival – July 9. Organ renovation scheduled Jan–July 2027. 
 
Devotions- Tim
Moved to adjourn Julie. Jeremy second. Unanimously approved. 

Upcoming Events: Synod Assembly – May 2, Mankato; Cook for LCC – Rice Bowls, May 3 
Next Meeting – May 19, 2026 
Adjournment / Lord’s Prayer 
Lord's Prayer



Designated Gifts in April
Building Maintenance Fund                    $703.00
WVS Food Shelf                                             $20.00      
Youth Fund                                                $1,107.00     
       
Organ Fund                                               $1,175.00
FEAST                                                            $945.00
Youth Mission                                               $20.00
 
Memorials                                                    $470.00
Flowers                                                            $20.00

In Memory of Carol Wald
Given by Don & Donna Peterson, Cheryl Tuxen

In Honor of Amber & Sunday School Teachers
Given by Amanda Olson

In Memory of Chris Edin
 Given by Thomas & Chris Wilmot

Gifts in memory or honor of someone Memorials  April 16 through May 14, 2026

FINANCIAL
REPORT
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Thank you for your support of Central’s Ministry

April 2026 
Total Income:      $156,761.78
Total Expenses:     $71,812.01

Offering Goal:      $45,004.00

Thrivent Choice Dollars
 Given by Marilyn Marquardt, LaVern

Hauschildt

In Memory of Harold Erickson
 Given by Dorothy Sorum

In Memory of Marian Mason 
Given by Mark Mason, Glen, Andrew & Mary Jo Grippen, Rick & Carol Kramer, Don & Donna
Peterson, Joni Klagge, Myrna Olson, Renee Anderson-Pavek & Richard Pavek, Dennis & Karen
Cleveland

In Memory of Greg Hagen
 Given by Mark Patterson, MaryAnn Severson, Kurt and Judy Kiekbusch, Dennis and Karen
Cleveland, Greg and April Olson, Diane Webb, Steven and Elizabeth Maliszewski, Gerald and
Kathleen Ranallo, Bill and Diane Hanlon, Jane Moen, John and Betsy Rowekamp, Karen Johnson,
Gerald and Patricia Neal, Bonnie Retzinger, Michael and Trisha Johnson, James and Jane Palmer,
Fredrick and Wendy Hauser, Thomas Little, James and Dorothy Anderson, Lance and Jodi
Voelker, Mark and Peggy Morrison, Glen and Carol Hines, John and Patricia Ferden, Steven and
Nancy Sobczak, Peggy Martin, Daniel and Debra Weis, Jimmy and Rachel Narum, Keith and Marie
Holmquist, Joan Klagge, Michael and Denise Bernatz, Patty and Jeffrey Bunke, Edward and Rita
Steele, Michael and Beth Stevens, Don and Donna Peterson, Robert Stoskopf and Jana
Southwick, James and Jana Southwick, Kathy Hovell, Michael and Jane Voelker, George and
Joann Hagen, Robert and Judith Severson, Craig and Robin Arneson, Myrna Olson, Paul and Lori
Ness, Suzanne Parker
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Contact Us507.452.5156

office@centrallutheranchurch.org

centrallutheranchurch.org

259 W. Wabasha St. 
Winona, MN 55987 

June 7 - 9:30 am, Senior Recognition

June 28 - 9:30 am, Outdoor Worship @ MN MAM

July 3 - Office Closed in Observance of Fourth of July

July 9 - 7:00 pm, King Singers Concert

July 13 - July 16 - 9 am- 3 pm - VBS

July 26 - 9:30 am, Ecumenical Worshp @ Lake Park Bandshell

July 27 - 6 pm, WELCA Pop-up Event

259 W. Wabasha St.  Winona, MN
55987

Return Service Requested

What’s Coming Up
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	FINANCIAL REPORT
	Thank you for your support of Central’s Ministry
	Gifts in memory or honor of someone Memorials  April 16 through May 14, 2026
	Page 13
	Designated Gifts in April
	FEAST                                                            $945.00

	9:00 am, Quilters
	9:00 am, Social Concerns
	1:30 pm, Esther Circle
	1:30 pm, Hannah Circle
	9:00 am, Quilters
	Charter Service- Monday’s @ 7pm- Channel 986 HBC Service- Wednesday’s @ 5 pm- Channel 20
	9:30 am, Worship
	10:00 am, CLC Book Group
	Charter Service- Monday’s @ 7pm- Channel 986 HBC Service- Wednesday’s @ 5 pm- Channel 20
	259 W. Wabasha St.  Winona, MN 55987
	Return Service Requested




	What’s Coming Up
	June 7 - 9:30 am, Senior Recognition June 28 - 9:30 am, Outdoor Worship @ MN MAM July 3 - Office Closed in Observance of Fourth of July July 9 - 7:00 pm, King Singers Concert July 13 - July 16 - 9 am- 3 pm - VBS July 26 - 9:30 am, Ecumenical Worshp @ Lake Park Bandshell July 27 - 6 pm, WELCA Pop-up Event
	centrallutheranchurch.org



