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Vision & Mission
“Gathered in the love of God, we connect and serve.”

Central Lutheran Church exists to make disciples:

people who are passionate about following Jesus and

living their faith each and every day.
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Sisters and Brothers in Christ,

   We are in my favorite time of the year as the weather cools down, the trees turn
yellow and red, we become witnesses to the beauty of God’s creation. This year has
been enhanced a couple weeks ago with the specular show of the northern lights. We
continue to be blessed by the beauty of the world we live in.

   This time of year also reminds me of the busyness which life brings to us as well.
Growing up in a rural part of the county, working with farmers and in our large family
garden there was always work to be done before the cold of winter set in. On the farm it
was getting in the crops and hauling grain to the elevators. There were barns and sheds
to winterize to keep the stores of supplies, of hay and feed to stock pile. At home there
was the freezing and caning of the vegetables and produce so it could supply us with
food until the summer arrived and the spring crops matured.

   This time also reminds me to be thankful. The first is to be thankful for all the blessing
of the harvest which helped sustain us in life. The second was to be thankful for the
many hands coming together to make quick or at least lessen the burden of all the work
that was to be done. My parents could not have accomplished all the harvest of the
fruits and vegetables without my brothers and sisters and I working alongside them.
While we often complained about the work, we also enjoyed the fruits of our labors in
the middle of winter with corn which tasted fresh off the cob or the chunky applesauce
we ate all winter long. It was our working together that made the difference in helping to
feed a growing family of seven.

   These are the images which come to mind as I reach this point in the year. This is
especially true I begin to prepare for a new year by looking back at where we are in this
current year. The first thing I want to do is to give thanks to each of you for the work and
support and energy you have given to Central. We could not and cannot accomplish our
mission without your hands and feet joining with others in sharing the burden of making
ministry happen in this space. There is not enough space for me to list all the
accomplishments, the harvest of ministry work completed this year. So THANK YOU!

   The other thing I am grateful for is the financial support which allows us to achieve our
mission and ministry in this space. While we are in good shape financially we are not in
the place we should be. We are behind our expected receipts for this year which has
caused us to dip into the reserves, our rainy day fund more than we expected. We know
we would need to use some of those reserves, had not expected to go this far this early.

   That being said, I am not concerned because our history has shown us that November
and December are two of the best giving months of the year. If history repeats itself, we
will close the current income gap we are experiencing. So how can you help? Consider
how you might fulfill your expected giving to Central this year. Consider how using your
RMD (Required Minimum Distribution) from your IRA as a gift to Central. There are just a
couple of ways you can support the mission of the church. If you have questions or
concerns, please contact me.

   We will explore variety of ways you can support the mission of Central in the coming
year as we engage in the ‘Generosity Together’ project. So please keep watch for the
opportunity to join in this adventure as we explore all the way we can be generous
together for the sake of the mission of Central. Pr Michael
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A MESSAGE FROM OUR
ASSOCIATE PASTOR

Brothers and Sisters in Christ- 
 

  This last month we have kicked-off so many wonderful things with our families
and youth. Sunday School started with faces both new and old and families
have enjoyed getting back into their Sunday morning routines now that school
has started. Through this I have witnessed our church showing up. People
showed up and bought out our mums to raise money for Habitat for Humanity
and the Lutheran Campus Center, dozens of people donated items to the
rummage sale, and a core group of dedicated volunteers showed up day after
day to price and go through them. People have showed up for the FEAST by
helping cook, and our community has showed up and joined us for a meal.
Showing up matters. It matters to the people in our lives, and it matters to God. 

 There are countless ways in which Jesus showed up just when he needed to.
Showing up to heal Jairus’ daughter, or waking up in the boat, showing his
powers at just the right time. God showed up for humanity by sending Jesus. In
our faith, we recognize that God shows up for us, Jesus showed up for others
and show us for us. We also recognize the need for us to show up for others,
show up to this church that we call home, show up for those we love. 

 On God’s Work Our Hands Sunday, Sept. 8, we celebrated what work Central
Lutheran has done to be the hands and feet of God. We also committed to what
we can do in the future to do the work that God has called us to. The lobby was
beautifully filled with hands and commitments from our church body.These
commitments are a true testament of how God is working in our lives and how
the Holy Spirit has called us into loving and serving our neighbor. 

 As we live out in our commitments, I want to encourage you by saying “Thank
you!” for all the work that you have done at Central and in our community. We
see you showing up and are truly appreciative and grateful for all the work that
you do. I also want to encourage you to keep showing up for others both in and
out of the church. Part of loving people is simply showing up for them. 

 I look forward to seeing where God takes us this program year! 
 Blessings!
           



“Let the children come to me. Don’t stop them! For the Kingdom of Heaven belongs
to those who are like these children.”
(Matthew 19:13-15)

CHILDREN, YOUTH, AND FAMILY
As Pastor Kristen begins her work with children, youth, and family, it is important that we
include cultural understanding when connecting with these groups. I am happy that music
will be integrated when reaching out to these groups. Some examples already in progress
are:

·Leading singing with the children at Chapel for the Childcare Center
·Finding fun and meaningful contemporary Christian music for our Confirmands
·Seeking new ways to connect the Arts with our youth

What are your ideas? I welcome your suggestions on who, how, and where we can make
these connections.

CENTRAL TO THE ARTS
We continue to welcome all to events throughout the fall.

·Winona Community Chorale returns on November 8 (7 pm) and 9 (2 pm)
·Messiah Sing-In is set for December 7 (7 pm)
·Winona Brass Band Holiday Concert with WELCA Bake Sale on December 14 (11 am)
·Finale 2 Hendrickson Organ Recitals (Third Wednesdays from noon to 1 pm)

ORGAN RENOVATION
As we approach the end of our year-long Hendrickson Organ Recital series, it is time to
give serious consideration to how Central will fund the nearly $200,000 organ renovation
project. To date, we have received nearly $3,000 in donations at the monthly recitals. Not
a huge dent in the total, but an indication that people are supportive of the project.

It continues to be my honor, privilege, and joy to serve this amazing congregation.

Blessings, always.
--

A. Eric Heukeshoven, M.S.
Director of Worship, Music & Arts

A MESSAGE FROM OUR WORSHIP,
MUSIC & ARTS DIRECTOR
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aeheukeshoven@centrallutheranchurch.org

Bach Society of Minnesota performing in September
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FEAST
We hope you have come to the FEAST during the months of
September and October. We’ve shared some wonderful home
cooked meals with many members of the community. We are
serving about 120 meals each week, feeding our youth, the food
insecure in the community, congregational members and people
from across the community. Volunteers from faith groups and
business groups alike have supported our ministry through their
volunteering. Won’t you join us?

The FEAST is looking for folks willing to make desserts. Do on
your own time, baking treats of your choosing, all while knowing
you are supporting community engagement with Central. Call Pam
Davick at 507-459-2806 to claim a week.

COMMITTEE EVENTS
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November 6: Peggy & Grace- Chicken
Supreme, beets, carrots, bread

November 13: Jay Dureske- Pulled Pork
sandwich, baked beans, mac n cheese

November 20: Cindy Welke- Chicken hot
dish with stuffing, green beans, dessert

Thank you for cooking our November
meals!

CLC Habitat Work Day
Doing God’s Work with Our Hands
On Tuesday, October 1st, this team assisted the
Habitat for Humanity staff to paint a home in
Winona. The project is part of the Habitat mission
to provide Winona families the opportunity to
affordably maintain and preserve their homes.
The day also provided us as a group to be part of
Central’s mission of being “Gathered in the love of
God, we connect and serve”.

Central Lutheran Book Group
the book group will meet on Thursday, November 7th at 10 am in Grace Hall. This month we will discuss “The
Faith Club” by Rayna Idly, Suzanne Oliver and Priscilla Warner. Three mothers engaging in inter faith dialogue
(Jewish, Christian, Muslim) in an honest and direct way that provides a path for others to have these
discussions. All are welcome to join us for our discussion. If you can’t join us- consider still reading the book.
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WIN UPDATES
   Thank you to congregational members, and friends of WIN in the Winona area, for attending, “A
Taste of Latin America”, to raise funds for our families from Colombia and Nicaragua. Your support,
and that of partnering congregations, has made this ministry possible and we are very grateful! WIN
is currently assisting six adults and four children, ages 2, 9, 11 and 13 from Colombia, and two adults
from Nicaragua. After a long wait, Alex and Veronica recently received their Social Security numbers
and Employment Authorization Cards. We know you share their joy! They went right to work at
Fanatics where Julio and Jazmina are also working. Edelber works at Behrens Manufacturing. 

   Now that school has started, three of the children are back in their classrooms. Carlos Thomas and
Jeronimo are attending Winona Middle School. Dylan Mathias attends the Spanish Immersion
Program at Jefferson. We have worked with Project Fine, Ready Set School and the Winona School
District in finding ways to assist them as they continue their education and become accustomed to
school in the United States. 

Housing Needs:
   Alex, Veronica, and their son Jeronimo have found a house to rent. The house they have been
living in will no longer be available after the 1st of this year. They will be moving in mid-November.
They are in need of room size rugs for the hardwood floors. If anyone knows of any large rugs that
still have some wear left in them, please let Pastor Short, Denise or Judy know.

Upcoming Fundraisers:
 Sunday, November 17th, 11 am to 1:30 pm- Chicken Q at Central Lutheran
Sunday, January 19th, 11 am to 1:30 pm- Hot Dish and Jello Salad Competition at Central Lutheran
(details to be announced)
Date and place to be announced- Chili Lunch 
 
   The immigrants that are working are responsible for most of their day to day expenses. Legal
expenses, car repairs and medical bills often remain beyond their means. Your continued prayers
and support of this ministry are appreciated. If you would like to join the WIN Committee please
contact us. We are presently looking for help with English instruction, getting our families to and from
work, to medical appointments, and planning fundraisers.

What the WIN Families Say:
   We recently met with each of the WIN families to find out how things are going for them, and to
discuss their long and short term goals. The WIN families say the are “very happy” in Winona, They
say, “People are so nice here.” and also that they “feel safe” here. We’re so happy they feel that way.
We thank you for your generosity and kindness to them. Donations are always welcome by mailing a
check made out to Central Lutheran Church with “WIN” in the memo line. Mail to Central Lutheran
Church 259 W. Wabasha St. Winona MN, 55987, or you can drop it off in the office. If you have any
questions please don’t hesitate to talk to Denise Bernatz, Judy Davis, or Pastor Short. 

Denise Bernatz and Judy Davis co-chairs of WIN



December will be here before you know it. December 14th is the latest the bake sale can be, so
the baked goods will be very fresh for Christmas. Please remember to put the following dates on
your calendar. Watch for sign-up sheets in the Narthex during November and December. 

Thursday, December 12th- Volunteers will be making Krumkake, Rosettes, and Fatigman at church
from 9 am to 6 pm. There will be sign-ups in November for volunteer shifts, or to bring batter, a
krumkake iron, or a deep fat fryer. Everyone is welcome- women, men, and children age 10+ with a
parent.

Friday, December 13th- Please bring in donated baked goods from home between 9 am to 6 pm.
Cookies, candy, fudge, caramels, snip candy, breads, snacks, coffee cakes, and pies are welcome.

Saturday, December 14th- It’s the big day! Come to the bake sale and purchase your Christmas
goodies and lefse from 9 am to noon. Stay for lunch and coffee while visiting with friends, and
don’t forget to check out the Quilter’s Craft Sale!
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Central Happenings
CLC Christmas Bake Sale and Lunch-Saturday, December 14th



Expenses

Income

Monthly  Budget
Budget vs

Actuals

$35,091 $55,193 $20,102

$44,186 $56,235 $12,049

Net $9,095 $1,042 $8,053

Income

Expenses

YTD Budget Budget vs
Actuals

$245,806 $341,290 $95,484

$373,746 $393,711 $19,965

Net $127,940 $52,421 $75,519

COUNCIL REPORT: SEPTEMBER 10, 2024COUNCIL REPORT: SEPTEMBER 10, 2024
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PRESENT:  Pastor Short, Pastor Massa, Scott Mlynckzak, Steve Ringlien, Tim Laib,
Mark Boysen, Tammy Swenson Lepper, Myrna Olson

Scott called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. Steve opened with devotions. Tim will have
devotions in October.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA
Tim moved, Steve seconded, carried to approve the agenda.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Tammy moved, Tim seconded, carried to approve the June 11, 2024, minutes.
Mark moved, Steve seconded, carried to approve the July 9, 2024, minutes.

TREASURER’S REPORT
Mark provided the following July financial report:

July 2024 Central Lutheran Church Financial Report Operating Fund
July had income of $35,091 and expenses of $44,186  giving it a loss of ($9,095). This is
the 2nd lowest monthly loss for the year.

YTD Operating Fund
YTD income is $245,806 and YTD expenses are $373,746 with a YTD loss of ($127,940)

Child Care
Monthly income of $73,081 and expenses of $70,620 with a gain for the month of$2,461.
YTD income of $512,870 and expenses of $482,811 with a gain of $30,058. Total Fund
balance is $144,272. Following discussion, Steve moved, Myrna seconded, carried to
approve the July 2024 Treasurer’s Report.

August 2024 Central Lutheran Financial Report Operating Fund
August had income of $65,082 and expenses of $78,602 giving it a loss of ($13,520)

Income

Expenses

Monthly Budget Budget vs
Actuals

$65,082 $40,797 $24,285

$78,602 $56,285 $22,317

Net $13,520 $15,488 $1,968
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YTD Operating Fund
YTD income is $310,889 and YTD expenses are $452,348 with a YTD loss of ($141,459)

Income

Expenses

Monthly Budget Budget vs
Actuals

$310,889 $382,087 $71,198

$452,348 $449,996 $2,352

Net $141,459 $67,909 $73,550

Child Care
Monthly income of $67,109 and expenses of $95,704 with a loss for the month of ($28,595).
YTD income of $579,987 and expenses of $578,515 with a gain of $1,463. Total Fund balance
is $115,677.25. Monthly YTD

Income $67,109 $579,978

Expenses $95,704 $578,515

Net $28,595 $1,463

Following discussion, Tammy moved, Tim seconded, carried to approve the August
2024 Treasurer’s Report.

OLD BUSINESS
Committee for Organ Refurbishment / Sanctuary Renewal
Pastor Michael reported there have been two listening sessions and the committee will
be reviewing the comments received.

Child Care Center Expansion at Faith Update
Pastor Michael informed the Council that we are waiting on responses from Faith.

Generous Together – Synod Stewardship Program, one year commitment
Pastor Michael and Pastor Kristen will be attending a meeting in Owatonna on
September 14 and receive more information regarding the program.

NEW BUSINESS
Resignation of Child Care Center Director
Pastor Short informed the Council that Kelly Dicke had given him her letter of
resignation as Director of the Child Care Center. Kelly’s last day at the Center will be
Wednesday, October 9. The transition process will be reviewed. Kelly has been the
Director for twelve years and she will be missed.

Cooking/Serving at the FEAST
Council will be cooking the meal for the FEAST on Wednesday, October 16.

Lutheran Campus Center Meal
Council will be preparing the evening meal for the LCC on November 17. Menu to be
determined.
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Minutes prepared by:
Myrna Olson

Secretary

STAFF REPORTS
Staff reports were reviewed.
 Planning has begun for fall worship services
 FEAST will be beginning in September
 Next Youth Committee Meeting is September 24 at 5:30 PM
 Vacation Bible School/Day Camp with Good Earth Village was July 8-11 with 26
students
 National Youth Gathering was July 15-21 in New Orleans. Nine students and
three chaperones. Students were inspired in faither, steeped in New Orleans
culture and built relationships with each other
 Family Meet-Up was August 24 at Cedar Valley Lutheran Church
 Rally Day/Backpack Blessing was August 25 with at least 50 students and
teachers participating in the blessing
 Planning for Confirmation classes
 The Child Care Center has 48 children enrolled serving 38 families
 We will return to two Sunday services in September with the Sunrise Singers at
the 8:30 a.m. worship and Central Singers at the 10:30 a.m. service
 The handbell choir, “Glorioso Bells” has two performances planned at Sugarloaf
Senior Living and St. Anne’s/Callista later this fall. They will also be involved in
at least one worship service during Advent.
 Bach Society of Minnesota will open their 24-25 season in Winona with a “Double
Concerto Extravaganza” on September 20
 Winona Community Chorale returns on November 8 and 9
 Messiah Sing-In is set for December 7
 Hendrickson Organ Recitals continue through December

COMMITTEE REPORTS
 Feast – Meals are planned through December, desserts still needed
 Feast served 3,371 meals from 9/13/23 to 5/8/24. Income was $8,255.59. The
balance in the fund is $9,801.92
 Welcome and Worship Committee is planning for the organ recitals.
 Safety and Security scheduled training meetings for ushers, Council, and others
on September 11 and September 15.
 Welcome and Worship continues to schedule servers
 WSU welcome/move in date is August 22
 CLC Socials – July 13 at Lake Park for Minnesota Orchestra concert
 August 8, Logger game in La Crosse
 September 29, Winona Boat tour to Sullivan’s for dinner
 Rummage sale is September 20 and 21
 Property Committee LED lights are being changed
 Additional lighting has been added by the entrance door by Grace Hall and
Center
 The Safety and Security Committee will be reviewing the draft of Central’s
Emergency Response Plan and assessing the safety presentations

Tammy moved, Mark seconded, carried to approve the staff and committee reports.
The next meeting will be October 8, 2024.

Closed with the Lord’s Prayer. The meeting was adjourned at 7:50 P.M.

Myrna Olson
Secretary



Designated Gifts in September

In 2023-24 winter season (Nov-March) the Winona Warming Center- our emergency overnight shelter provided
shelter to over 80 unique guests with an overage of 16 guests per night. The Winona Day Center provides
emergency day shelter year around. Catholic Charities of Southern Minnesota manages these programs and relies
on individuals, churches and organizations to provide volunteer hours, donations and financial help. To find out how
YOU can help contact Amarissa Ruiz at 507-458-9297 or aruiz@ccomn.org. Central Lutheran’s Social Concerns
committee will be selling RADA Cutlery in November and December with the proceeds to the shelters. A Thrivent
Action grant served as seed money to maximize our contribution.

September 2024
Total Income:     $38,340.00
Total Expenses:  $58,234.00

Offering Goal: $42,507.65
Thank you for your support of Central’s Ministry

Gifts in memory or honor of someone Memorials Sept 18, 2024 through Oct 14, 2024

FINANCIAL
REPORT
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Building Maintenance Fund            $943.00
Technology                                             $20.00
WIN                                                      $5,014.49
WVS Food Shelf                                     $19.00
 
Youth Fund                                       $3,406.65
FEAST                                                  $1,397.89
Organ Fund                                          $450.00
Sunday School                                       $16.00

THRIVENT DOLLARS
Given by Gayle Garrity, Steven Everson

Homeless in Winona- How can we help?
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What’s Coming Up

Contact Us507.452.5156

office@centrallutheranchurch.org

centrallutheranchurch.org

259 W. Wabasha St. 
Winona, MN 55987 

November 8- 7:00 pm, Winona Community Chorale 

November 9- 2:00 pm, Winona Community Chorale 

November 15- 1:00 pm, Game Day

November 18- Newsletter Articles Due

November 20- 12:00 pm, Hendrickson 30th Organ Recital

November 26- Community Thanksgiving Service @ Wesley Methodist 

November 28 & 29- Office Closed in Observance of Thanksgiving


