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The “Norwegian Evangelical  
Lutheran Church” was organized 
on September 27,  1871. 

Its name changed in 1891 to “First 
Scandinavian Lutheran Church” 
and then to “Central Lutheran 
Church” in 1921. 

In 1872 the congregation purchased property at the 

corner of Center & Sanborn and worshiped in a 

wooden structure moved from the current site of St. 

Paul’s Episcopal Church Guildhall. 

In 1891 the congregation built a brick sanctuary 

seating 350 on the site (ABOVE).  Due to construction 

cost overruns and limited financial resources, 

sanctuary interior decoration took another 25 years 

to complete.  The building was without electricity until 

1909, and without a pipe organ until 1910.  The altar 

painting “The Resurrection” was donated in 1914.  
(LEFT; now located in Grace Hall) 

 



 

RIGHT: Groundbreaking  

ceremony for current 

sanctuary, July 20, 1953  

BELOW: Cornerstone 

Laying November 15, 1953. 

 



Winona Daily News story (Saturday 

October 16, 1954) on the  newly completed 

Central Lutheran Church nave. 



Completed Sanctuary, 1954 



Dedication Service October 17, 1954: Procession (ABOVE); Benediction (BELOW).  Notice the clear windows! 

 



 

RIGHT: Hand-carved trim on the sanctuary rear divider 

representing Christ as the Vine, We are the Branches. 

BELOW RIGHT: Hand-carved Lamb of God on altar. 

BELOW: Carving signifying water and waves surround 

the hand-blown glass baptistery. 

Water & River imagery figures prominently in 

Central’s sanctuary thanks to a 1994 renovation and 
installation of the new organ.   Hand-crafted 

needlepoint kneelers surround the Communion Rail: 

Left side includes imagery from the Mississippi River 

including four seasons, fishing, boating, and Winona 

landmarks; Right side includes imagery from the 

Jordan River.  Both rivers meet at the Baptistery.  The 

organ case includes carved rain and water symbols. 
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Hand-crafted Needlepoint Pulpit Fall reflecting the four seasons, with a cross of flowing waters 

meeting at the Sun.   Design by Gertrude Mueller Nelson of San Diego. 


