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Vision & Mission
“Gathered in the love of God, we connect and serve.”

Central Lutheran Church exists to make disciples:

people who are passionate about following Jesus and

living their faith each and every day.
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A MESSAGE FROM OUR DIRECTING PASTOR

Page 2 contact: 507.452.5156 or 608.330.0715
prshort@centrallutheranchurch.org

Sisters and Brothers,

In the last few weeks I have been reminded how life is filled with transitions. The world
around us is transitioning towards winter. The nation is transitioning to a new
administration after the election. The church is transitioning to a new year with the start
of the season of Advent. While these are global transitions which just take place each
year or each cycle. Other transitions just happen some planned, others unplanned. I am
part of the LCC board which is transitioning to a new way of ministry after the fire in the
building a couple months ago. There are members who are going through transitions
within their lives after the birth of a child or the death of a loved
one. Transitions come, yet not all transitions are bad, but all bring change. Which
reminds me of that old saying: ‘the only constant in life is change.’
   While we may not have much control over when or if transitions happen, we do have
some control as to how we respond. When transitions happen like the arrival of winter
there things we can do in response. Some people dread its arrival and prepare to
hibernate for a few months while others flee to warmer climates, and still others
embrace it with gusto, these are transitions we can prepare for. While others like a fire
which destroys a building or the death of a loved one are transitions we cannot really
prepare for ahead of time. As a result, it is our response which makes a difference not
only in our lives but in the lives of others around us.
   Often when unexpected transitions are forced upon us our natural reaction is to move
into our emotion of grief. Grief comes in many forms: anger, depression, or confusion
before we are able to move into acceptance or action. One example was after the fire at
the LCC building many of the students gathered outside the building the following
Sunday. There they had prayers, they shared their feelings, they expressed their grief
over the loss of the building a place they called home. Finally, they broke bread
together. The following weeks for them have
been one of trying to find a new sense of welcome, a new place of comfort, a place
where they feel at home on campus. Yet it was their example of gathering, of being
centered in prayer and in the breaking of bread, grounding themselves in their faith, in
their trust that Christ was in their midst has helped to sustain them during this time of
transition.
   Like the old saying goes: ‘the only constant in life is change’ yet I would like to add a
second constant or maybe a greater constant in life, that is Jesus our Savior. Our faith
offers us that assurance. Jesus himself makes that promise at the end of the Gospel of
Matthew as he sends the disciples and us out with a mission to take the Good News to
all nations saying: ‘Remember l am with you always to the end of the age.’
   So when transitions take place around you. When you feel lost or angry or confused,
just know you are not alone. For these were the emotions or feelings of the people in
ancient times as they awaited the arrival of the Messiah. There were the feelings in the
Roman Empire at the time when Caesar Augustus was ruling and he declared the whole
world was to be registered. It was this transition which set in motion the fulfillment of
what the prophets of old had declared that the Messiah would be born in Bethlehem
whose name would be Immanuel which means ‘God with us.’
   Please come join us Advent season as we wait during this time of transition for the
arrival of Jesus our Savior. Then come on Christmas Eve to hear the angels proclaim:
‘unto you is born this day in the City of David, a Savior, the Messiah, the Lord.’ 
Pr Michael
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A MESSAGE FROM OUR
ASSOCIATE PASTOR

Dear Siblings in Christ,
Last week I was taken aback when I started talking to a member about advent,
specifically advent fair because, at the time of writing this, it was a week away! I
thought to myself, “Where did November go? Wasn’t it just November 2 nd last
week?” Between prepping for advent, weekly confirmation, sermons, trying to
always put my family first and all the meetings, November somehow flew by. As I
reflected on just exactly where the time went, later that day, I started to feel like
things are continually moving at a faster and faster speed. And even though I’ve
been told it just gets worse the older and older we get, I can’t help but wonder
how to make it, time, slow down.
   I know that at one point or another, we have all been guilty of giving into the
crazy speed of life these days by overplanning, overcommitting, or overexerting
ourselves. I’m sure some of you have probably even had the same thought of “If I
just get through this (busy time or busy weekend) next week or month won’t be so
bad”. Some of us feel that there is always things to do. That is especially true for
this time leading up to Christmas.
   This last month I have really been working to live out the saying “be here now, be
somewhere else later”. That is, I’ve been trying to work on being present. Being
present with people, being present with my family, being present and content in
the one day that I am in instead of constantly thinking about what happens
tomorrow, or what I need to get done on the weekend. I have even been working
on being present with the people I am with in the age of smartphones- which is
sometimes not an easy task.
   Being present in the time of Christmas, in this season of advent can be
especially hard with all the “extra” things that we don’t normally do in our day to
day lives. Family Christmas’, extra baking, decorating, presents to be wrapped and
even traditions to carry out. What would it look like to slow down a little in this
advent season, to be intentional in our day to day and prepare for the long
expected Jesus? This is what, afterall, advent is for- to prepare our hearts and
minds for the coming of the Son of God. We are invited into advent this season, to
prepare, to find hope, to expect and to rest. I pray that we all lean into advent this
year, lean into being here now, being present, lean
into hope and lean into each other.

I invite you all to join us in a “lunch and lea(r)n”, Thursdays during advent from
12pm-1pm. We will come together in Grace Hall to lean into this season,
fellowship, eat together, be present with each other and listen to a short
message/devotional as we prepare for the coming of the Savior. This will be a
BYOL- bring your own lunch- meals are not provided.

In Christ,
Pastor Kristen



“For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon
his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God,
The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace” (Isaiah 9:6)

‘TIS THE SEASON TO CELEBRATE!
As 2024 draws to a close, let us celebrate with songs of praise!

On Saturday December 7 at 7 p.m. the Messiah Sing-in returns for its 40th year! Join director
Harry Mechell, Bella Musica, orchestra and soloists and sing along to the stirring choruses
from Handel’s masterpiece!

The following Saturday, December 14, the Winona Brass Band returns for a holiday
performance at 11 a.m. December 14 is also WELCA’s annual bake sale, salad luncheon,
and craft sale. Come for the goodies and stay for a delightful morning of holiday music!

On Wednesday December 18, the final Hendrickson organ recital will feature Scott
Turkington – Director of Sacred Music at the Shrine of Our Lady of Guadalupe near La
Crosse. If you’ve attended the Messiah Sing-in over the past two years, you’ve heard this
amazing organist already!

CHRISTMAS WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Advent and Christmas are the most wonderful time of the year. 

So many chances to honor the birth of our Savior!
·December 1 – First Sunday of Advent – worship at 8:30 and 10:30 a.m.
·December 8 – Second Sunday of Advent – worship at 8:30 and 10:30 a.m.
·December 15 – Third Sunday of Advent – worship at 8:30 and 10:30 a.m.
·December 18 – Blue Christmas – worship at 6:30 p.m.
·December 22 – Fourth Sunday of Advent – worship at 8:30 - Sunday School program at
10:30 a.m.
·Christmas Eve – Services at 4:00, 5:30, 7:00 and 11:00 p.m.
·Christmas Day – One service at 9:30 a.m.
·December 29 – Service of Lessons & Carols – 9:30 p.m.

ORGAN RENOVATION

It continues to be my honor, privilege, and joy to serve this amazing congregation.

Blessings, always.
--

A. Eric Heukeshoven, M.S.
Director of Worship, Music & Arts

A MESSAGE FROM OUR WORSHIP,
MUSIC & ARTS DIRECTOR
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Winona Community Chorale performing in November
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FEAST
It’s hard to believe it is time for December announcements after a
long and lovely fall season and almost half of the FEAST season
in the rearview mirror. Yet, here we are!

The FEAST is in need of cooks for two Wednesdays in January.
There is no FEAST without a cook, so please consider
volunteering to cook. Call Pam Davick 507-459-2806.

The FEAST also needs dessert makers for each meal. Many
hands make light the work, and a simple batch of cookies or pan
of bars is easy for most of us. If your can’t bale for 120, sign up
for what you can bring. Call Pam to let her know what YOU can
do to make the FEAST happen. 

COMMITTEE EVENTS
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December 4: Grace & Peggy- Chicken
supreme beets, carrots, bread

December 11: Tami Lubinski & the Family
of Chuck & Rita Lehnertz-Traditional turkey
Christmas with all the trimmings

December 18: Jay Dureske- Scalloped
potatoes with ham, veggie, salad, bread

Central Lutheran Delivers Again!
November is the month that Central Lutheran delivers
hot, nutritious meals to home bound members of the
Winona community. The Home Delivered Meal
program is Winona Volunteer Service’s longest
running program with the first meals delivered on
November 1, 1971. Central joins nine other
congregations delivering the “church route” in East
Winona. An average of eight meals Monday through
Friday are delivered by our team to those recovering
from an illness or who live with chronic health
challenges. Participation in this program is an
opportunity to be part of our congregational mission:
“Gathered in the love of God, we connect and serve.” 
Faithful volunteers this past month included: Nancy &
Gary Bratland, Gayle & Rick Garrity, Tim & Laurie
Laib, Myrna Olson, Brad & Kathy Benke, Mary
Parham, and Collen & Ray Cenfield. Our team also
remembers volunteer, Bev Hoenk, who faithfully
delivered meals on Friday for many years.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
As Central gets ready for our very busy Holiday
season we are in need of worship volunteers. If
you able to volunteer for any of our 4 Christmas
Eve services, Christmas Day service, or December
29th service please call Shayna or sign up online. 
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 WELCA HOLIDAY EVENTS
WELCA Christmas Bake Sale and Lunch-Saturday, December 14th
WELCA at Central Lutheran Church, will be hosting a Christmas Bake Sale, and Lunch on Saturday, December
14th from 9-12 in Grace Hall. The Quilter’s Craft Sale will also be happening during this time in our Narthex area.
Come and purchase your favorite holiday baked goods such as cookies, lefse, and rosettes or purchase some
crafts! The bake sale proceeds will go towards WELCA, Winona Immigration Network, and our Youth and Family
Ministries. If you finish your shopping early you can take in a WSU concert in the sanctuary at 11:00 and follow
up with lunch in Grace Hall. Lunch will be served past noon so concert goers will have an opportunity to eat. The
menu includes: egg salad, chicken salad, or ham salad sandwiches, chicken noodle soup, coffee and bars for
dessert. A free will offering will be accepted and will benefit the Winona Volunteer Service Food Shelf. Invite
your friends! come for the sales and concert and stay for the lunch! Contact Denise Bernatz 507-459-2969 with
questions. Hope to see you there!

Cookie Bakers Needed!
All hands on deck! Volunteers will be making Rosettes and Krumkake in Grace Hall and the kitchen on Thursday,
December 12th. Rosettes and Krumkake are two of our most popular items. We always try to make as many or
more than the previous year. All of these cookies are time consuming to make, so we really need your help. This
is an equal opportunity event! All are welcome- men, women, child age 10 or older with a parent. No experience
necessary. We can teach you how to make them. Krumkake will be made from 9-12 and 1-5. please bring an
electric Krumkake iron if you have one, if you don’t we have extra. Rosettes will be made in 3 shifts, 9-12, 12-3, 
3-6. Please bring an iron if you have one. Your are welcome to sign up for part of a shift or more than one shift!
We will have sheets available in the narthex. Questions about cookie making? Contact Denise Bernatz.

Baked Goods Needed!
We’ll need lots of cookies, candy, cake, bares, pies, snacks, and breads for the bake sale. As you do your
Christmas baking please set aside some of your baking specialties to donate to the sale. Bring your donations
to Grace Hall on Friday, December 13th between 9-6. If you need to bring donations on Saturday, December
14th, please take them to the kitchen door off the parking lot between 8 AM and 8:30 AM. Thank you for your
generosity and support of this important WELCA fundraiser.

Save the date! Sunday January 5th from 4-5:30 in Grace Hall. Bring your family,
friends, and children. We are keeping it simple with church china, candlelight,
soft music, and time to chat. There will be lots of tasty treats, both savory and
sweet. Let’s take some time to relax, and visit in the warm glow of candlelight.
There will be no cost for admission to the tea. The doors open at 3:30. There
will be open seating. Reservations are only needed if you are bringing guests
and would like to reserve a table for 6 to 8 people. Please call Denise Bernatz at
507-459-2969 for reservations, or if you would like to help with preparations
for this event. 

WELCA Candlelight Epiphany Tea
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Central Happenings

WIN continues to support and encourage our now twelve new neighbors in many aspects of life in the Winona
community. The committee is growing with enthusiasm and participation and are reaching out to each of them in
many ways as they in turn are making our community meaningful with their participation and eagerness to become
engaged. Five of the adults are now working full time having been approved for their work permits. The remaining
three are waiting for their permits and in the meantime have been helpful in many ways to others in the Winona
community. Three of the four children are now in school and the youngest will be enrolled in a daycare program in
the coming weeks. 

The committee is growing in numbers and has members of several congregations not only in Winona but in
surrounding areas. The most recent fundraiser was a success because of the efforts of each of these individuals as
well as the contributions of a wide number of community members. The Chicken Que held at Central Lutheran on
Sunday, November 17th is followed by the H30 Jazz Jam at the Two Fathoms Brewery on December 15th from 2-4
pm, and a Hotdish and Jell-O Salad competition on January 18th. 

Several members of the committee will be attending the  Coulee Region 
Immigration Summit which will address the ways that people who 
migrate enrich our communities. A panel will share a variety of personal
 perspectives and an immersive learning session that focuses on the 
power of language that is filled with dignity and hope. It is the hope of 
the summit that those attending will gain skills of constructive
 conversations inspired to accompany and advocate for people who migrate. 
Denise Bernatz and Judy Davis co-chairs of WIN

WIN
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GET INVOLVED

It has become a tradition for the Central Book Group to read “From Holidays to Holy Days” by Albert Holtz, O.S.B.
in December. This book of once a day meditations points out the often unnoticed connects between our secular
celebration and deeps, spiritual meaning of the holy seasons of Advent and Christmas. All are welcome to join us
on Thursday, December 5th at 10 am in Grace Hall to reflect on the meditations. 

Central Lutheran Book Group

Quilter News
The Quilters are having another great year with new participants and many projects happening throughout the
year. The support of your donations is key to our success. We now, however, find we are running low on fillers. We
are asking for donations of any color of clean cotton or polyester blankets or flannel sheets, twin sized or larger.
Typically, the quilts are sent overseas but recently some have been sent to North Carolina for hurricane relief.
Thank you in advance for continuing to support this worthy cause. Donations can be left in the WELCA/Quilters
box by the coat closet. If anyone is interest in joining us, there is always room for more at the table.
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Expenses

Income

Monthly  Budget
Budget vs

Actuals

$38,340 $47,699 $9,359

$58,238 $56,595 $1,639

Net $19,894 $8,896 $10,998  

Income

Expenses

YTD Budget Budget vs
Actuals

$349,229 $429,786 $80,557

$510,586 $506,591 $3,995

Net $161,358 $76,805 $84,553

COUNCIL REPORT: OCTOBER 8, 2024COUNCIL REPORT: OCTOBER 8, 2024Church
Council

Past President
Steve Ringlien

President
Scott Mlynczak

President Elect

Treasurer
Mark Boysen

Secretary
Myrna Olson

At Large
Tammy

 Swenson-Lepper

At Large
Tim Laib
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YTD Operating Fund
YTD income is $349,29 and YTD expenses are $510,586 with a YTD loss of ($161,358)

Child Care
Monthly income of $60,094 and expenses of $60,082 with a loss for the month of
($588). YTD income of $640,073 and expenses of $639,197 with a gain of $875. Total
Fund balance is $155,089.05

Following discussion, Tammy moved, Tim seconded, carried to approve the
September 2020 Treasurer’s Report.

Income

Expenses

Monthly YTD

$60,094 $640,073

$60,682 $639,197

Net $588 $875

PRESENT: Pastor Short, Pastor Massa, Scott Mlynckzak, Steve Ringlien, Tim Laib,
Mark Boysen, Tammy Swenson Lepper, Myrna Olson
ABSENT: None
Scott called the meeting to order at 6:35 p.m. Tim opened with devotions. Scott will
have devotions in November.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA
Steve noted that the feast meal should be added to the agenda.
With this addition, Myrna moved, Tim seconded, carried to approve the agenda.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Tammy moved, Steve seconded, carried to approve the September 10, 2024, minutes.

TREASURER’S REPORT
Mark provided the following September financial report:

September 2024 Central Lutheran Church Financial Report
Operating Fund

September had income of $38,340 and expenses of $47,699 giving it a loss of ($9,359).



COUNCIL REPORT CONTINUEDCOUNCIL REPORT CONTINUEDChurch
Council

Past President
Steve Ringlien

President
Scott Mlynczak

President Elect

Treasurer
Mark Boysen

Secretary
Myrna Olson

At Large
Tammy 

Swenson- Lepper

At Large
Tim Laib
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OLD BUSINESS
Child Care Center Expansion at Faith Update
Pastor Michael informed the Council that we are waiting on responses from Faith.

Generous Together – Synod Stewardship Program, one-year commitment
Pastor Michael noted that a team needs to be appointed for this program. There will be
training in Owatonna with five other churches/synods.

Feast
The Council will be preparing the meal for the feast on October 16. Discussion was
held on what to prepare and who will be helping.

LCC Meal
The Council will be preparing the meal for the LCC on November 17. Meal will include
vegetable lasagna, sloppy joes, salad, dessert.

NEW BUSINESS
Child Care Center Director Transition
Pastor Short informed the Council that there will be a celebration for Kelly Dicke on her
last day at the Center, Wednesday, October 9. There will be a potluck lunch which the
Council is invited to attend.

Jackie Whitman has been appointed the Interim Director. With these changes, there
will also be some modifications to Marilyn’s and Shayna’s job duties which will be
reviewed.

Approval of Medical Insurance plan choice
Following discussion, Tim moved, Tammy seconded, carried to approve the Portico
ELCA plan and to approve co-pay plan with option of Gold Plus Plan.

Change the Council Meeting Day
Following discussion, the Council will now meet on the third Tuesday of the month.

Day Care License
The Day Care License will now be changed to Central Lutheran Church.

Lutheran Campus Center Fire
Pastor Short informed the Council that no cause has been determined as of this date.

Child Care Center 2025 Tuition
Proposed 2025 tuition increases were presented to Council. Following discussion,
Tammy moved, Steve seconded, carried to approve the proposed 2025 tuition
proposal.

STAFF REPORTS
Staff reports were reviewed.

 Pastor Short has been working with Kelly and Jackie on the Child Care transition
 September 18 with parent/student meeting
 Confirmation classes started on September 25
 Youth group activities
 Working with WIN
 Working with LCC following the fire
 Community Thanksgiving service on Tuesday, November 26.
 Adult Ed classes between services
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 Next youth committee meeting October 21
 Safety and security training completed in September
 Child Care Chapel started on October 3. All child care classes are invited to
chapel at 9:30 a.m. on Thursdays with lessons and singing.
 High School Youth Group will start in November on second Sunday night
 Trunk or Treat will be on Saturday, October 26, in the church parking lot
 Events continue throughout the fall with Kayla Strom Piano Recitals on
November 2, Winona Community Chorale returns on November 8 and 9,
Messiah Sing-In is set for December 7, Final three Hendrickson Organ Recitals
 Child Care Center supports 39 families with 47 children enrolled
Mark moved, Tim seconded, carried to approve the staff reports

COMMITTEE REPORTS
 Property Committee is working with Chris on lighting and with Kathy Benke on
landscaping
 Safety and Security training completed in September and added new people to
the Committee
 Welcome and Worship highway pick-up is Saturday, September 14. Area is on
I-90 between Rushford and Lewiston for 2 miles
 Sunday, October 6, is Breast Cancer Walk
 Bells and Choir are back in session. Bells will perform at Calista Court and
Sugar Loaf Senior Living

Tammy moved, Mark seconded, carried to approve the committee reports.

The next meeting will be November 19, 2024, at 6:30 P.M.

Closed with the Lord’s Prayer. The meeting was adjourned at 7:55 P.M.

Myrna Olson
Secretary



Designated Gifts in October

THRIVENT DOLLARS
Given by Marilyn Marquardt

October 2024
Total Income:     $36,515.29
Total Expenses:  $59,876.35

Offering Goal: $46,106.49
Thank you for your support of Central’s Ministry

Gifts in memory or honor of someone Memorials oct 15, 2024 through Nov 12, 2024

FINANCIAL
REPORT
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Building Maintenance Fund              $753.00
WIN                                                      $4,090.00
WVS Food Shelf                                    $335.00
 
Youth Fund                                            $497.00
FEAST                                                   $1,238.14
 
Organ Fund                                           $640.00
WELCA                                                     $425.00

ORGAN FUND
in honor of Keith Holmquist's

Birthday
Given by Don & Joni Klagge

In celebration of Marie
Holmquist

Given by Judy Davis

WIN
in honor of Judy Davis’s

Birthday
Given by Gayle Gordon & Kurt

Hinz

CENTRAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
FOUNDATION 

in honor of a friend
Given by Judy Davis

Christmas Flowers
We are planning for a selection of poinsettias and greenery to decorate the sanctuary. 

Please give as you are able. 
Make checks payable to “Central Lutheran Church” with "Christmas Flowers” in the memo line.

Donors & dedications received by Wednesday, Dec. 18th, will be acknowledged in the Christmas Eve
bulletin. 

Name (please print):_________________________________________________
 

Amount:_____________

Dedication (print):___________________________________________________
(in honor/memory of)
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What’s Coming Up

Contact Us507.452.5156

office@centrallutheranchurch.org

centrallutheranchurch.org

259 W. Wabasha St. 
Winona, MN 55987 

December 7- 8:00 am, Breakfast with Santa

                7:00 pm, Messiah Sing-In

December 12- Newsletter Articles Due

December 14- 9:00 am, WELCA Bake Sale & Holiday Craft Sale

11:00 am, Winona Brass Band

December 18- Christmas Flowers Due

12:00 pm, Hendrickson 30th Organ Recital

6:30 pm, Blue Christmas Worship

December 22- Sunday School Christmas Program

December 24-26- Office Closed in Observance of Christmas

December 24- 4:00 pm, 5:30 pm, 7:00 pm, & 11:00 pm Worship 

December 25- 9:30 am, Worshi p 

December 29-9:30 am, Worship


