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Brothers and Sisters in Christ; 

February is often a month of transition.  Seasonally it is a month where we feel we get a glimpse 

of the end of the winter season, depending on what the ground hog sees.   In the church year, it 

is a month of learning of the beginning of Jesus’ ministry as we prepare to enter into the season 

of Lent.  Within the congregation it is the month of our annual meeting and a transition in the 

leadership on council and various committees.   

I believe that service is central to who we are as followers of Jesus.  On that last night of his 

betrayal, Jesus tells his disciples and us that he came to serve and not to be served.  Jesus 

lived a life of service to others, especially the least among us.   One of the themes you will hear 

about this year will be about service.   

I will start off the month of February learning about how I and the church can be of service to 

those in the border regions.  I will be spending a week on the border in Texas learning about 

migration and the migrant crisis.  I have learned much this last year as we welcomed Edelber to 

Winona and walked with him on his journey to asylum in the US.  I hope to learn more about 

how the ELCA, our AMMPARO leadership program and Central can continue to serve those in 

need. 

As the leadership transitions with in our council and committees I want to say thank you to those 

who are completing their terms of service.  For Chris Nisbit as our past president, for Myrna as 

the council secretary and give thanks for her willingness to serve another term.  For Mike                    

Bernatz and Paul Ness on the Foundation board who are also willing to serve an additional 

term.  Also for the countless others who have served on various committee and boards.              

Without them, without you, ministry would not happen.  

With that said, I also want to invite you to consider how you might serve in the coming year.  

There are many opportunities from being an usher or communion assistant on Sunday morning 

to serving our youth as a Sunday School teacher or confirmation guide.  Many of our                  

committees and groups need additional members.  So if there is something that excites you, or 

interests you, come and serve others and the name of Jesus. It will not only lift them but lift your 

soul as well. 

The benefit of being a part of a congregation like Central is no one has to do it all.  If everyone 

served by doing one thing or serve on one committee for a year or two, so much more could be 

accomplished.   

I am excited as we continue to transition, as we continue to explore how we can better serve our 

neighbor, how we the church can better serve you, our members in the coming year.  Come and 

be a part of all the new things which are about to be accomplished here in this place. 

Pr. Michael 

A Message from our Direc ng Pastor 

Rev. Michael Short 
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A. Eric Heukeshoven 

Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people … 
Galatians 6:10 

New Year, New Opportunities! 

In last month’s column, I hinted at new and renewed ways music is returning to Central in 2023. 
Although the year has just begun, here are some opportunities that are beginning to take shape. 
 

Confirmation Music 
With Pastor Dana’s help, we have discovered that many of our current confirmands sing and/or 
play instruments. We have already put their skills to use on Wednesday nights and I am              
creating arrangements for these talented young musicians to be included in upcoming worship 
settings. 
 

Handbells 
A community member and good friend has offered to assist me in restarting a Handbell Choir at 
Central. I am currently testing the instruments to see what, if any, maintenance, or repairs are 
needed before inviting players back. It is our hope that the choir will include members of the 
greater Winona community as well as folks from Central. 
 

Children’s Choir  
Working with the Sunday School students each week gives me the chance to hear many of our 
young voices. Numerous parents and other members of Central would love to see the return of 
a Children’s Choir to Central – and so do I! 
 

Performances at Central 
Following the success of the Carlson Memorial Concert and Messiah Sing-In late last year, we 
already have two groups planning to use our magnificent worship space for performances this 
spring. The Winona State Choir will perform on Tuesday February 28 in the sanctuary. Director 
Travis Sletta deliberately chose Central because of our wonderful Hendrickson organ!  
 
In May, the Rochester Area Handbells are planning a collaboration with Central that will feature 
musicians from our congregation and the Winona community on organ, flute, saxophone, and 
more. I am excited to be able to bring this excellent group to Winona and even more  excited to 
be able to make music with them! 
 
And yes, we are in the early stages of planning for the Messiah Sing-In to return in early           
December.   

Watch for surveys and announcements as we continue to make lots of joyful noise at Central! 

Blessings, always. 

A. Eric Heukeshoven 

aeheukeshoven@centrallutheranchurch.org 

507-474-7144 (office)  
 

Ash Wednesday and the Season of Lent 

Feb. 22 is Ash Wednesday and the start of the Lenten season. Our Ash Wednesday service is 
at 6:00 PM will include the imposition of ashes and Holy Communion. Pastor Corrine Haulotte 
and students from the LCC will join us. 

Wednesday evening Lenten (March 1,8,22,29) will use the Holden Evening Prayer as the liturgy. 
All instrumentalists and vocalists are encouraged to contact me. There are parts for everyone! 

Come and join us for a meal at the FEAST and then stay for beautiful and reflective Holden 
Evening Prayer service  in the Sanctuary beginning at 6:00 PM each Wednesday in Lent. 

 

 

A Message from our Worship, Music & Arts Director 
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What’s Happening at our child care center this month?   

Children’s experiences  this February   

Winter isn’t close to being over so we continue to enjoy the 
winter days especially the ones that are not too cold to get    
outside! The children especially enjoy getting outside on snowy 
days! These days are truly magical for our little ones! During 
the month of February we will be talking about dental health 
and we will be reading many of the fun stories written by the 
very popular children’s author, Dr. Seuss. We  will be very 
busy making many special Valentines this month as we                
celebrate our love for God our families and friends! Love is 
definitely in the air at our center this month! 

Contribution to the Winona Community 

We currently have 56 families and 62 children enrolled in our 
program. We work closely with our families to provide both part 
time and full time care. We want our children to have the best 
experience possible at CLC CCC.  

We are in the beginning stages of making  plans to celebrate 
our 20th anniversary this  fall! We are hoping to make this a 
memorable community event! We want to share our pride and 
accomplishments with the  Winona community!  We are          
currently working on raising funds for this special event! 

Butter Braids 

Sending a big THANK YOU to all those who ordered Butter 
Braids from the Center’s Fundraiser!  Your orders are helping  
us make a big difference in the lives of our children and their 
families!   

The butter braids will be delivered on Wednesday, February 
8th.  Please coordinate with the office for your pick up. We will 
make sure to keep Thank you so much for your continued         
support of this ongoing mission for the Winona Community. 

The Love of God is Everywhere! 

Questions, please contact us…  Phone 507.452.5493  Email:childcarecenter@centrallutheranchurch.org 

  Making Memories  
with our youngest  

community members! 

A Message from our Central Lutheran Child Care 

 
 
 
 
 

Mission: Provide the building blocks of child care by creating learning  
opportunities infused with faith while supporting the whole family 
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“Ripple Effect” 
 
When I returned to the office after some time off during the holidays, I found a card sitting on my desk. The 

Christmas greeting was from a woman in Wisconsin whose grandchild is a student at Winona State University. 

Here’s what she wrote: 
 

“Pastor Corrine, This note is sending the merriest of Christmas wishes to you, and a huge thank you fro all 

that you do at the Lutheran Campus Center. I recently visited your center and coffee with (Name), my              

grandchild. This was his recommendation. I could see immediately that this “hang-out” was an area of             

comfort, where everyone was welcomed… regardless of anything. It really pulled at my heart strings to know 

he had a place where he could relax, enjoy others’ company… all because of you. He frequently praised you 

for feeling welcome, and noted that he often had great conversations with you. Thank you again for all that 

you do for these students!  

Merry Christmas! 
 

I read that note again, trying to place a face in my memory with the student’s name. I wondered if it could be 

the student with the beanie. I’d interacted with him only a few times. A few days later, I heard another student 

mention the name. “Is he the one who often wears beanies?” “Yeah he likes hats.” He described the student a 

little more, and sure enough, it was the one I suspected. “He came to the pumpkin carving,” the student went 

on. Yep. I met him at the pumpkin carving event. And dinner, once. And Finals for breakfast. That was it. And 

yet, when his grandma came to visit Winona, he recommended they go to the LCC for coffee. He wanted to 

she her the space where he felt comfort and welcome. 
 

I couldn’t believe it. And, at the same time, it very much fits with what happens at the LCC. We just never 

know what kind of impact we have on people and how God will use us to meet people where they are– again 

and again. 
 

Please, permit me to ask you for a little more time. Go back and read the grandmother’s not again. And, this 

time, instead of “Pastor Corrine,” read your name in its place. Because we are all part of welcoming this 

grandchild into a place of comfort and conversation where everyone is welcome. You are part of that through 

your prayers, meals, time, and financial gifts. Thank you. And, thank you from a grandmother in Wisconsin. 

 

With awe and gratitude, 

Pastor Corrine 

Page 5 
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Upcoming Events 
CLC Book Group 
The Central Lutheran Book Group will be meeting on Tuesday, February 2nd at 10:00 am. We will be            
discussing “Travel Mercies” by Anne Lamott. We are friendly, thoughtful and enjoy our time together– all are 
welcome to join us. 

Volunteer Worship Assistant Update 
The volunteer schedule for worship services has been updated for January through May a BIG thank you to 
those of you willing to help! There are always open spots where you can fill in since, ideally the need per           
service is 4 ushers, 3 altar guild, and 2 communion assistants in addition to staff and acolytes. Feel free to 
sign up online, call Shayna, or step in that day if it looks like there is a need. A larger “volunteer pool” is            
desperately needed so if you’d like to help but not sure what’s involved or would like to shadow someone, 
contact Shayna and she will get you connected with the appropriate person.  

February Worship Volunteers: 

    Usher 8:30           Usher 10:30        Altar Guild 8:30       Altar Guild 10:30    

FEAST 
The FEAST is offering four great meals in February, cooked by a variety of folks.  
 
February 1: Paul Little, Good Earth Village– Spaghetti, salad, cottage cheese, garlic toast 
 
February 8: Kathy Benke, Social Concerns– Cranberry chicken, rice pilaf, vegetables, bread 
 
February 15: Dennis and Marge Van Drunen– Chili, salad, bread 
 
February 22: Tami Lubinski & her sister Traci– Turkey over mashed potatoes & gravy, corn, fruit salad & bread 
 
Please join us on Wednesdays from 4:45-6:00, to enjoy a meal and fellowship, or to volunteer.  We are in need 
of cooks and greeters.  Remember that if school is closed early or canceled, there will be no FEAST.   

2/05/23 Paul Berhow 
Mike Kolstad 
Mark Jungerberg 

Tim Laib 
Laurie Laib 
Steve Hacken 

Judy Benson 
Janice Brown 
Joe Palubicki 

Peggy Twait 
Marie Holmquist 
Harley Hazelton 

Jana Brinkman 
Erica Upton-
Wurst 

Peggy Twait 
Alison Prodzinski 

2/12/23 Tim Ambuhl 
Jenny Goede 
Josh Goede 

Don Peterson 
Gary Bratland 
Nancy Bratland 

Nancy Hauschildt 
Bernita Salmon 
Carol Kramer 

Carolyn Larson 
Sheri Maier 
Donna Peterson 

Karla Hemker 
Karen Hemker 
  

Gayle Garrity 
Kathy Benke 

2/19/23 Dennis VanDrunen 
Jeremy Johnson 
Julia Johnson 

Mike Bernatz 
Denise Bernatz 
Don Klagge 

Joe Palubicki 
Amy Halverson 
Karen Hemker 

Karen Jacobson 
Hayley Martin 
Gayle Garrity 

Sharon Neitzke 
Myrna Olson 

Tim Laib 
Laurie Laib 

2/26/23 Brian Nisbit 
Chris Nisbit 
Toni Nisbit 

Neuberger Family 
Carolyn Larson 

Bella Reeck 
Sharon Neitzke 
Jana Brinkman 

Mia Martin 
Nancy Schneider 
Terri Gjerdrum 

Mary Reeck 
Michael Bauer 

Mike Bernatz 
Denise Bernatz 

Communion  

Assistant 8:30 

Communion  

Assistant 10:30 

Fellowship Hosts Needed 

Please consider hosting Fellowship hour between services. Partner with someone or sign up as a              
committee/group as the Quilters (1st Sunday of each month) and Hannah Circle (3rd Sunday of each 
month) are doing. Hosting involves refilling the coffee air pots as needed and providing and setting out 
sweet treats (4-5 dozen homemade or store bought) for the time between services, 9:30-10:30. Sign up 
online or contact Shayna with the dates you’re able to host. 
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Community 

 

Messiah Sing-In Benefits the Winona Warming Center 
The Messiah Sing-In concert was held at Central Lutheran Church in early December for the first time in 3 
years. Though the event was free, “at will” donations for the Warming Center of Winona amounted to 
$2,000.00. Here is a list of needed items if you are interested in donating to the Warming Center: 
Clothes– windproof hats and gloves, hand warmers 
 

Food– beef jerky, meat sticks, cracker packets, mac and cheese, ravioli, soups, fruit bars, granola bars, trail 
mix, chips, and ground coffee. 
 

Paper & cleaning products– paper plates, paper towels, napkins, toilet paper, Lysol disinfectant spray,            
laundry detergent pods, floor cleaner, and shower cleaner. 
Donations can be dropped off or mailed to: 
Catholic Charities 
attn. Patrick Michener 
111 Market Street Suite 2 
Winona MN 55987 

Interaction Committee-Knitting/Crocheting Demonstration 
You may have heard of prayer shawls, knitted knockers, and/or seen quilts that have been given out. Maybe 
you or someone you know has received a quilt or prayer shawl. Have you ever wondered how do they make 
those? Or can I make one? Demonstrations will be available to knit/crochet a prayer shawl and knit a knitted 
knocker along with literature telling where these items are available.  

Find out Sunday February 12 between services in Grace Hall 

Winona Immigration Update 
We have exciting news this month! Edelber now has a Social Security card and an Employment                   
Authorization Document! He has started full time employment at Behrens as of January 16th. He is also 
studying to get his drivers license. Edelber has been patient and now so much is happening at once. Many 
prayers have been answered. The WIN Committee has decided to provide rides for Edelber during the dark 
snowy mornings of January and February. He works from 7 am– 3 pm. If you would like to assist the WIN 
Committee and Edelber, by providing a ride to or from work once a week during this time, please talk to Judy 
Davis, Denise Bernatz, Chris Nisbit, or Pastor Short. 
We thank you for your ongoing support of this ministry. If you would like to be more involved with the Winona 
Immigration Network in a large way, or small way, we would appreciate and welcome your participation. 
Please continue to keep this important ministry in your prayers. 

 

Calling of a second pastor at Central 
As you know when John left last year we started discussing how to best serve our youth and families.  We 
have been blessed by being able to contract with Pr. Dana these last few months.  Yet we know  sometime 
soon she will move on to serve at her own church moving us to another staff transition. 
The council has been in conversation with the synod office about calling a second pastor to focus on ministry 
to youth and families here at Central.  The process of calling a new pastor has started and a transition team 
has been appointed by the council.  The Transition Team members are: Scott Mlynczak, Tim Laib, Peggy 
Twait, Alisha Leger, Tammy Lepper-Swenson and Paul Ness.  Currently we are looking for a youth to serve 
on the team as well. 
 

We are months away from the calling of a second pastor, yet in the mean time we need your help and your 
input.  Please watch for opportunities to offer your input through questionnaires and small group                
conversations.  I also ask you to pray for all of us, for the staff as we continue to work to serve the youth of 
the church; for transition team as they fill out paperwork; and for any candidates as this process continues. 
 

If you have questions during these weeks of transition, please reach out to the Transition team members or 
to myself.  Pr. Michael 
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Council Report: December 20, 2022 
Church Council 

PAST PRESIDENT 

Chris Nisbit 
 

PRESIDENT 

Jeremy Johnson 
 

PRESIDENT ELECT 

Steve Ringlien 
 

TREASURER 

Mark Boysen 
 

SECRETARY  

Myrna Olson 
 

AT LARGE 

Scott Mlynczak 
 

AT-LARGE 

Tim Laib 

PRESENT:  Pastor Short, Chris Nisbit, Mark Boysen, Steve Ringlien, Scott 
Mlynczak, Tim Laib, Myrna Olson 

ABSENT:  Jeremy Johnson  

Steve called the meeting to order at 6:35 p.m.  Scott opened with devotions.  Chris will 
have devotions in January. 
 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

Mark moved, Tim seconded, carried to approve the agenda. 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Tim moved, Chris seconded, carried to approve the November 15, 2022, minutes. 
 

TREASURER’S REPORT 

Mark presented the following November Treasurer’s Reports: 
 

November 2022 was close to break even in the income vs expenses.  Income was 
$42,582 while expenses were $46,070 giving the month a shortfall of ($3,487).                  
Budgeted income for the month was $50,307 and the budgeted expenses were $47,286 
so expenses came under budget for the month. 
 

Year to date income was $802,643 less year to date expenses of $566,279 gives 
$236,364 in revenue through November.  Snow plowing of the parking lot began in                
November at a cost of $435 for the month.  Workman’s Comp premium of $1,108 was 
also paid. 
 

Child Care Fund: 

The Child Care fund had a November income of $61,923 with expenses of $57,695 with 
a balance income of $4,228.  Year to date net income for the Child Care Center is 
$44,381. 
 

Following discussion, Myrna moved, Scott seconded, carried to approve the Treasurer’s 
Report. 
 

OLD BUSINESS 

Feast  

The Council will prepare the meal for the Feast on January 11, 2023.  
 

Nominating Committee 
The Nominating Committee is still in the process of finding nominations to fill Council, 
Nominating Committee, and Foundation positions for 2023.  
 

Transition/Call Process 

Discussion was held regarding the call process and the transition committee.  Mark 
moved, Chris seconded, carried to approve the appointment of Scott Mlynczak, Tim 
Laib, Peggy Twait, Alisha Leger, and Tammy Swenson Lepper to the Transition                  
Committee.  Additional members may be approved. 
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Council Report (Continued)  

NEW BUSINESS 

 

Annual Meeting 

Following discussion, Tim moved, Chris seconded, carried to schedule the                      
Congregation’s Annual Meeting on Sunday, February 12. 

 

STAFF REPORTS 

Staff reports were reviewed. 

 

· Confirmation Classes continue meeting with Pastor Dana  

· A mission trip is being planned for the youth in July 2023  

· Youth events at Habitat and FEAST went well 

· Working with WIN group 

· The Child Care Center received a grant of $7,104 from the Child Care Stabilizations 
Grant Program 

· The Messiah Sing-In took place after a three year hiatus on December 3, 2022. 

· The North Star Boys’ Choir performed at the Messiah Sing-In and also during            
worship on December 4. 
 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

Committee reports were reviewed. 

· The Feast continues providing the Wednesday evening dinners 

· The next CLC Socials Event was on December 17, attended the Christmas with 
String Ties at St. Cecilia Theatre. 

· Worship Assistants are needed 

· The CLC Foundation met on December 1. 

 

Mark moved, Chris seconded, carried to approve the staff and committee reports. 

 

Next meeting is January 17, 2023, at 6:30 P.M. 

 

Closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:30 P.M. 

 

Myrna Olson 

Secretary 

Church Council 
 

PAST PRESIDENT 

Chris Nisbit 
 

PRESIDENT 

Jeremy Johnson 
 

PRESIDENT ELECT 

Steve Ringlien 
 

TREASURER 

Mark Boysen 
 

SECRETARY  

Myrna Olson 
 

AT LARGE 

Scott Mlynczak 
 

AT-LARGE 

Tim Laib 
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FINANCIAL REPORT  
OPERATING FUND - December, 2022 
Total Income:             .    $91,002.30 
Total Expenses: $64,870.69  
Offering Goal : 

January         $27,551.49 

Thank you for your support of Central’s ministry. 
 

Gifts in memory or honor of someone  
MEMORIALS 
December 21, 2022 through January 17, 2023 

UNDESIGNATED 
Memory of Dennis Meyer 

Given by Pauline Meyer 
 

Memory of Gerald Goede 
Given by Sandra & Gary Bryant, Mary Donahue, 
Dennis & Marge Van Drunen, Carol & Jim Davis, Ka-
ren Jacobson, Ann Lubinski, Patty Haggerty  

Memory of Verleen Bungum 

Given by Judy Davis 

BUILDING FUND 
Memory of Helen Keiper 
Given by Kathleen Ulbrich, Steve Zolondek, 
Janis Vose, Patrick Dienger, Lorene Olson, Debra 
Tibbetts, Barb Knutson, Bob Bambenek, Virginia & 
Thomas Thilmany, Mary Ellen Erlanddon, Karen 
Keiper, Meredith Skorve, Linda Miller, Linda Bouck 
 
FEAST 
Memory of Helen Keiper 
Given by Kathleen Loos 
 
YOUTH 
Memory of Gerald Goede 
Given by John Bartholow 
 
ORGAN FUND 
Memory of Helen Keiper 
Given by Marian Mason, Myrna Olson,         
Elizabeth Francis, Arleen Larsen, Diane & Donald 
Bergler, Louanne Schwarz 
 
 
 
 
 

Designated Gifts in December 
Building Maintenance Fund……..$4,461.00 

Resettlement WIN…………………..$669.00 

ELCA World Hunger………………..$100.00 

WVS Food Shelf………..………..….$610.00 

Youth…………………………...…..$5,050.00 

Memorials…………………….………..$90.00 

Peace Garden…………………….…..$250.00 

Sunday School…………….……..…..$103.00 

Feast…………………………….…..$1,109.50 

Technology………………………..…$400.00 

WELCA…………………………..…$3,593.00 

Flower Fund………………………..$2,090.00 

Lutheran Campus Center…………....$10.00 

Quilters……………………………..$1,439.00 

Organ Fund………………………..$5,651.58 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THRIVENT CHOICE DOLLARS 
If you have any Thrivent Choice Dollars, please   

consider directing them to Central Lutheran 
Church. 
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What’s coming up? 
February 12, Annual Meeting after second service 

February 22, Ash Wednesday Service @ 6 PM 

259 W. Wabasha Winona, MN 55987   
www.centrallutheranchurch.org  

office@centrallutheranchurch.org 

507.452.5156 
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