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“Gathered in the love of God, we connect and serve.”

Central Lutheran Church exists to make disciples:

people who are passionate about following Jesus and

living their faith each and every day.
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Sisters and Brothers in Christ
I went to see my eye doctor a few weeks ago. It was needed because I was struggling to be
able to read everything I needed to each week. It became evident when I realized I needed to
make the font on my computer bigger and bigger to be able to read it clearly.  What also
prompted my eye doctor’s appointment came in two different ways. The first was when we
were traveling and I had to really focus to be able to read the signs to be sure I was able to
get to the places we were going on vacation.While we were going to familiar places and I can
often get there without much guidance from the GPS, I realized it took me a little longer to
clearly see the signs which pointed me to the places we were heading.  In the same way, I
found myself relying a little more on the voice telling me ‘turn left ahead’.

The second and even bigger indicator was playing golf.I struggle to see where my ball landed
or where it was until I was almost to it. Often I would say after teeing off for the hole I needed
to ask my playing partners ‘did you see where it went?’. Or after hitting that approach shot to
the green, my partners would get excited because the ball was heading toward the hole even
as I stood there not sure if it was even on the green. So I decided if I was going to hit a good
shot and maybe get it close to the hole, I wanted to see it for myself.

All this to became a reminder that there are times in our lives we need others in our lives, to
see what we are unable to see for ourselves. To remind us of where we are in life keeping us
on the path, guiding us to turn left or right to get us to our destination. Otherwise we could
find ourselves on the wrong path, head in the opposite direction or not see or appreciate that
which is most important in life. This is not only true in our life in the world but in our faith life
as well.

This past school year during confirmation class, Pr Kristen and the guides have worked with
the youth to teach them the scriptures, the books of the Bible and the stories of our ancestors
in the faith.The greatest hope is the youth will come to recognize themselves in the journeys
our ancestors took. More importantly they might see how God was at work leading and
guiding them on their journey. That they would appreciate the gift we all have received in
Jesus our Savior who came to show us and set an example for us in life. Lastly to hear the
guidance of the Spirit reminding us ‘left turn ahead’. 

This being said, is as we prepare for the summer months, with the break we take from
Sunday School and from some of the other activities within the church that people will forget
they need someone to guide them in life and in faith. That during this summer break some
will turn away from the light and forge ahead in the darkness, falsely believing they know the
way to where they are going.Yet there is only one way, one truth, one light who shows us the
way.

So I encourage you during this ‘summer break’ not to fully break away from faith or your habit
of gathering as some will do. But to join us at 9:30am on Sunday morning, to tune us in on
Facebook or Youtube when you are away. To stretch your vision by attending worship where
ever you might be on vacation or on that weekend getaway. That you might listen to that
voice guiding you saying ‘right turn ahead then you have reached your destination.’  

So join us when you are able this summer at Central as we gather to worship our risen and
ascended Lord and Savior, Jesus.   

Pr Michael
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A MESSAGE FROM OUR
ASSOCIATE PASTOR

Brothers and Sisters in Christ- 

 Gleam. It’s the word I read on my to-do sticky note I had made the day before,
after Sunday services, before writing this newsletter article. A quick reminder to me
on Monday about something I knew I needed to accomplish that week. It means to
shine brightly, especially with reflected light. I thought for a few minutes about why
I would put gleam on my to-do list, until I realized that it was actually “g-learn”, a
mandatory training for me, which I did not hyphenate, and wrote quickly. Still, on a
day where it was cloudy and I was feeling busyness of ministry, I couldn’t think of a
better reminder for me, and for us. 
           Not only is gleaming shining brightly, but it’s main definition comes from
shining off of reflected light. When I thought about my misinterpretation of my
quick reminder to myself, I laughed at how on point it was with how I felt that day, a
little lackluster, coming back from seeing friends and colleagues at a preaching
conference. I simply was lacking that shine when I read that word, and it was a great
reminder to me about what God calls us to do in our lives. 
           We, as Christians, are called to let God’s light, through Jesus, shine through
us. We are called to be the light in the darkness, as Jesus is the light in the darkness
to us. More specifically, we are called to reflect that light, to gleam God’s love.   And
this particular day, the day when the weight of hustling, when the weight of figuring
out all the details for the many youth and family activities this summer, reminded
me that it’s not just about doing. It’s about gleaming. 
           We gleam, we minister, we love for others. When our youth go up to Duluth on
a mission trip in less than a month, they are there to gleam- to reflect God’s light to
those in that community who need. When our high schoolers head to New Orleans
in July, they are there to receive the love and light and gleam it not only to the city
of New Orleans, but to each other. Our National Youth Gathering students will learn
and see what happens when thousands of Lutheran high schoolers get together
and gleam God’s love to each other. It’s through these two trips that our youth will
have an opportunity to them gleam the light to this community in Winona, their
community in their neighborhoods and schools and in our church. 
           Our younger students will have a whole week this summer to learn and
receive God’s love and gleam it onto their family and friends during our vacation
Bible school day camp. As they sing songs, play games and lean into God’s love,
they will radiate that light, gleaming for others. 
           We have a jam-packed summer for Children, Youth and Family, with many
opportunities to serve and walk alongside our students. I pray that we as a church
can gleam for our children and youth through these. Thank you to all who have
helped our ministry this year.  We are looking for volunteers to help chaperone and
cook lunch at day camp, and are still shy of our fundraising efforts for our two
youth trips. If you feel called to gleam, to spread God’s love and light for the world,
onto our youngest church members with your time, talents, prays or treasures,
please reach out to me! I’d love to see how your gifts can be used!
                                                                                   Gleaming God’s Light,

                                            Pastor Kristen Massa



“Let the heavens be glad, and let the earth rejoice; let the sea roar, and all that fills it; let
the field exult, and everything in it! Then shall all the trees of the forest sing for joy”
 (Psalm 96:11-12)

ORGAN RECITALS CONTINUE
As we swing into summer, the Hendrickson 30th Anniversary Organ Recitals will take
place monthly from noon to 1 pm all the way to December! 

JUNE 19 – NOAH CARLSON
                                     Many of you have already heard this fine young organist play at          
                                     Central. Noah Carlson started playing the organ for his hometown   
                                     church Cross of Christ Lutheran in Houston, MN. He started his 
                                     organ studies with Rose Weichert and studied under Erik Floan    
                                     and later with me. Noah continued his organ studies at Yale 
                                     University and graduated with a B.A. in Statistics and Data 
                                     Science. He is currently the Organist and Accompanist at St. 
                                     Barnabas Lutheran Church in Plymouth, MN.Noah will perform a 
                                     diverse program of both sacred and secular music. 

JULY 17 – SUE WALBY
                                      Sue Walby is a graduate of Lawrence University where she  
                                      studied piano with James Ming and Clyde Duncan. She maintains    
                                      a private piano teaching studio at her home in Viroqua, Wisconsin.  
                                      Many of her students continue their music studies in college.

                                      Her organ studies with Miriam Duncan at Lawrence University laid 
                                      the foundation for an enjoyable and rewarding calling as a church 
                                      musician. She also studied organ with John Turnbull, Robert  
                                      Scoggin and Russell Saunders (Eastman School of Music). All 
                                       these teachers became mentors and good friends.
 

She is an active member of the Riverland Chapter of the American Guild of Organists and
is the Organist/Director of Music at the First Presbyterian Church, La Crosse, Wisconsin. 

In the coming months, Daniel Lewis from St. Martin’s in Winona, Sebastian Modarelli from
St. John the Evangelist in Rochester, John Stender from First Presbyterian in Rochester,
and the amazing Scott Turkington from the Shrine of Our Lady Guadalupe in La Crosse –
and me – will all make our magnificent Hendrickson organ ring out.

If you miss one of the recitals, you can listen to them on the CLC SoundCloud page:
https://soundcloud.com/aehclc 

The full schedule and more information are available at: 
https://sites.google.com/centrallutheranchurch.org/hendrickson-30th/home

It continues to be my honor, privilege, and joy to serve this generous and supportive
congregation.

Blessings, always.
--

A. Eric Heukeshoven, M.S.
Director of Worship, Music, & Arts

A MESSAGE FROM OUR WORSHIP,
MUSIC & ARTS DIRECTOR
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At the end of each semester, we offer breakfast foods during Finals Week. It’s one of
my favorite ministries as we get the opportunity to welcome people into our space,
even if just for a moment when they grab a granola bar, banana, or a bottle of Sunny

D. (Remember that drink? Turns out college students have a soft spot in their
nostalgic hearts for Sunny D!) Inevitably people reveal surprise and delight at being
cared for during a stressful time. Even professors have taken to receiving a plate of

pancakes, or a listening ear from this pastor. Since I’ve been here for some time now, I
have gotten to know and befriend some professors. They know the LCC and also feel a

welcome here. 

It’s that welcoming spirit that touched one student who graduated in May. Before she
left Winona, she walked over to the LCC kitchen one more time to deliver a

handwritten thank you card during Finals Breakfast. Here’s what her note said: 

To Corrine and everyone at the LCC,
Thank you, from the bottom of my heart, for welcoming me at the LCC. I have felt
supported and encouraged every time I have visited. It has meant so much to me

that I have been able to connect with God and meet new people in such an inclusive
and accepting environment. Even though I haven't been a very frequent attendee,

you all have been so understanding and welcoming despite that. I am so grateful to
have had this experience before leaving WSU. And congratulations, Corrine and Greg,

on your baby girl! Best wishes to you all! With thanks, Emma 

You, dear people of Central, have also welcomed students into your midst, whether at
the Feast, on Sunday mornings, during the Ash Wednesday service, and as hard

workers at the Childcare Center. Thank you for that and for your continued
involvement with the Lutheran Campus Center. As we head into summer, let us be

open to the Holy Spirit in our midst and ask, How can we welcome people in our
community? 

With a grateful heart, 
Pastor Corrine Haulotte



The Quilters are still in need of help
sewing bibs for the childcare center.
Quilters will supply the material, pattern,
and instructions. If you would like to
participate please contact Gloria Freiheit
at (507) 450-4132. 

FEAST
The FEAST has wrapped up another season of weekly community meals.
Serving our confirmation kids, community members in need of a meal or in
need of fellowship, and serving our community. Our ministry is about a meal
and community.  The FEAST community includes volunteers from many
groups beyond the walls of Central. Businesses, schools and community
groups help support our ministry, and we are grateful. 

SEWING VOLUNTEERS

COMMITTEE EVENTS
April was filled with fun activities of service to our church family and community.
Members assisted with Spring cleanup at Windom Park. many hands made light
work of raking and pruning. We were pleased to join Pastor Linda with worship
and fellowship at Calista Court on Thursday afternoon, April 18th. Following the
service there was fun conversation and coffee treats with longtime Central
members and new friends who attend monthly worship. In celebration of May
Day, Social Concerns teamed up with the confirmation students to create gift
bags of nutritious snacks and personal care items. The bags were given to the
Winona Welcome Center (the day center for Winona’s homeless population).
Each bag included a personalized greeting card with a message of
encouragement and support.   

SOCIAL CONCERNS
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WIN
The last six months have been very busy for the Winona Immigration Network. At the very end of November we welcomed
Veronica, Alex and Jeronimo from Colombia. In February we welcomed Julio and Jazmina from Nicaragua. They had been
community college students in Iowa and Nebraska back in the late 1990's. Jazmina’s host family’s niece is the pastor at
Minneola Lutheran Church in Goodhue MN whose church is supporting WIN. The immigration process Julio and Jazmina
are under allowed them to receive their work permits and social security numbers quickly. As a result Jazmina has
accepted a position at Fanatics in Winona. Julio is still applying for various positions and is looking forward to work! In
April, Edelber’s wife Adriana and sons, Dylan Mathias, age 8, and Carlos Thomas, age 12, arrived. We are so happy that
Edelber and his family are reunited!

As you can imagine it has been a whirlwind of activity. With the help of the Southeastern Minnesota Synod ELCA and all
the churches and community members supporting WIN, we were able to find and furnish an apartment for Jazmina and
Julio, and help Edelber furnish and move into a two-bedroom apartment suitable for his family. There are no words to fully
express our thanks to all who donated or helped gather furnishings, quilts, bikes, clothes, and household supplies to help
them get settled and feel safe in their new homes. We are so grateful to the churches that have hosted chili suppers,
concerts, and generously donated to WIN from their foundations and everyone who supported our efforts as we
accompany our new friends. WIN could not do this work without your prayers and support. You have been so thoughtful
and generous!

The WIN Committee has been growing and we welcome anyone wishing to help us “Accompany the stranger”. If you
would like to help in anyway please call Pastor Short or speak with Denise Bernatz or Judy Davis.

Some members of the FEAST committee are members of our congregations. Cheri Weaver was one of those
community members. The FEAST Committee extends its sympathy and gratitude to her family as we recognize
her sudden passing. Cheri was our dessert coordinator for many years, lining up volunteers to supply dessert, or
bringing it herself. Cheri believed in the mission of serving others, and blessed us with her talents and service.
May she rest in peace. 
The FEAST will resume September 11-see you then!



CLC SOCIALS
The Minnesota Orchestra will once again
perform at the Winona Lake Park Bandshell on
Saturday, July 13th at 8:00 pm. Come and join
us in the “CLC Section” beginning at 6:30 pm
as we get ready to enjoy this free outdoor
concert. We’ll have a canopy (or two) and some
CLC banners/flags to identify our location.
Bring your chairs, beverages, snacks, or
whatever and enjoy an evening of music with
friends. 

Page 8
$13/ticket contact Shayna in the church

office to purchase tickets.

UPCOMING EVENTS

Organ/Sanctuary
Renewal Listening

Sessions

The Central Quilters craft sale was so popular
that they’ve decided on a new schedule for
2024! 

2024 Quilter Craft Sale Schedule
Sunday, October 6th- Halloween/Fall craft sale
Sunday, November 3rd- Thanksgiving/Holiday
craft sale
Sunday, December 1st- Holiday craft sale
Sunday, December 14th- Holiday craft sale
and the WELCA Bake Sale and Lunch

There will be two listening
sessions about the Organ

renewal project and possible
upgrades in the sanctuary.

Join us after worship on
Sunday June 23rd and August
11th in the sanctuary. We will

hear an update on what is
planned and get your input on
what changes you might like to

see as we move forward. 

Let’s Get Crafting
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Church
Council

Past President
Steve Ringlien

President
Kati Stoltman

President Elect
Scott Mlynczak

Treasurer
Mark Boysen

Secretary
Myrna Olson

At Large
Tammy

 Swenson-Lepper

At Large
Tim Laib
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Monthly Budget
Diff vs
Budget

Income

Expenses

Gain/Loss

$46,127 $63,500 $17,373

$71,737 $56,111 $15,626

$25,610 $7,389 $32,999

Gain/Loss

Expenses

Income

YTD  Budget
YTD Diff vs

Budget

$108,717 $141,845 $33,128

$170,398 $168,423 $1,975

$61,681 $26,578 $35,103

Child Care
YTD gain of $14,644 and fund balance of $128,857.

Child care Mar 24' Child Care YTD

$75,858

$96,044

$20,184

Income

Expenses

Gain/Loss

Income

Expenses

Gain/Loss

$222,501

$207,857

$14,644

PRESENT:  Pastor Short, Kati Stoltman, Steve Ringlien, Tim Laib, Tammy Swenson
Lepper, Scott Mlynczak, Myrna Olson

ABSENT:  Pastor Massa, Mark Boysen
Kati called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.  

Scott opened with devotions.  Kati will have devotions in May

APPROVAL OF AGENDA
Scott moved, Tammy seconded, carried to approve the agenda.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Tammy moved, Steve seconded, carried to approve the March 12, 2024, minutes.

TREASURER’S REPORT
Mark provided the following March financial report:

March 2024 Central Lutheran Church Financial Report
Operating Fund

March fell short of budget in giving and was over budget in expenses.  A majority
of the expenses were wages. 

Following discussion, Tammy moved, Tim seconded, carried to approve the
Treasurer’s Report.



COUNCIL REPORT CONTINUEDCOUNCIL REPORT CONTINUEDChurch
Council

Past President
Steve Ringlien

President
Kati Stoltman

President Elect
Scott Mlynczak

Treasurer
Mark Boysen

Secretary
Myrna Olson

At Large
Tammy 

Swenson- Lepper

At Large
Tim Laib
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OLD BUSINESS
Committee for Organ Refurbishment / Sanctuary Renewal Fundraising
Pastor Short reported the committee will be meeting on Sunday, April 28.

Committee on Guidelines for Investments
Pastor Short the committee continues work on creating guidelines. 

Synod Assembly Southeastern Minnesota ELCA
Please let Pastor Massa know if you would like to attend on May 11.

NEW BUSINESS
Appointment of President-Elect
With the resignation of Kati Stoltman as President, the search for a President-Elect has
begun.

STAFF REPORTS
Staff reports were reviewed.

Pastors continue with Confirmation classes for the youth
Synod Assembly is May 11 in Mankato
Attending community text study with local pastors
Working with WIN
Beginning planning for summer schedule and community worship services
Youth trip fundraising – Cinnamon rolls the second week of the month
Mother’s Day flower orders
Child Care Center has 67 children enrolled serving 53 families
Child Care Center is in the process of hiring an Assistant Director
The WSU Choirs will present their Spring Concert in the Sanctuary on Sunday, April 14
The Winona Brass Band will perform their spring concert on Sunday, May 5, at 3:00
P.M.
The Rochester Area Handbells will have a performance on Sunday, May 12.
The Winona Community Chorale will be back at Central on May 17 and 18 for their
performances.

COMMITTEE REPORTS
Worship and Welcome is planning for summer worship and next Central Social
Outdoor services the last Sunday of the month during summer
Game Day will not be held during the summer
Volunteer Appreciation Sunday is April 21
CLC Social events will be the MN Orchestra Concert at Lake Winona on July 13 and
the Logger baseball game in La Crosse on August 8.
Welcome WIN families on April 7
The Properties Committee reported the back hall storage area off Fellowship Hall has
been completed and shelving, Rich Moe was thanked for his work.
Looking into extra lighting at the entrance door by Grace Hall and Child Care Center.
The Feast Committee met. The last meal day will be May 8. The Feast will begin again
on September 11.

Steve moved, Tammy seconded, carried to approve the staff and committee reports.

The next meeting will be May 14, 2024, at 6:30 P.M.

Closed with the Lord’s Prayer. The meeting was adjourned at 7:15 P.M.

Minutes taken by:
Myrna Olson

Secretary



FINANCIAL
REPORT

Designated Gifts in April

April 2024
Total Income:     $35,396.06
Total Expenses:  $54,820.26 

Offering Goal: May $42,862.49
Thank you for your support of Central’s Ministry
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Gifts in memory or honor of someone Memorials April 16, 2024 through May 20, 2024

UDESIGNATED
Memory of Dr. Daniel Parker

Given by Colleen Cenfield

FEAST
Memory Cheryl Weaver

Given by The FEAST
THRIVENT CHOICE DOLLARS

Donna Goede

Building Maintenance Fund           $703.00
Quilters                                                   $25.00
WIN                                                     $6,893.90
WVS Food Shelf                                 $200.00
 
Youth Fund                                          $130.00
Youth Mission Trip                            $300.00
Sunday School                                       $27.00
FEAST                                                    $934.84
Music & Arts                                        $120.00
Organ Fund                                          $422.00
Technology Fund                                    $5.00
VBS School                                             $50.00

WIN
Memory of Brenda Whetstone

Given by Judy Davis

Memory of Beverly Hoenk
Given by Michael & Denise

Bernatz
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What’s Coming Up

Contact Us507.452.5156

office@centrallutheranchurch.org

centrallutheranchurch.org

259 W. Wabasha St. 
Winona, MN 55987 

June 12- Twins Game Day Trip (6-12th Grade)
June 16-21- Duluth Youth Mission Trip

June 19- 12:00 pm, Hendrickson 30th Organ Recital
June 23- 10:30 am, organ/Sanctuary Visioning Meeting
June 26- 5:00 pm, Pizza in the Park @ Lake Winona Park

June 30- 9:30 am, Outdoor Worship @ MMAM
July 4-5- Office Closed in Observance to Independence Day

July 8-11- VBS Day Camp
July 13- Hotdogs, Smores & Explores @ Cedar Valley Church

July 15-21- National Youth Gathering Trip
July 16- Newsletter Articles Due

July 17- Hendrickson 30th Organ Recital
July 28- 9:30 am, Outdoor Worship @ Unity Park

2:30 pm, Fenske 70th Wedding Anniversary Celebration
July 31- Noahs Ark Day Trip (6-12th Grade)


