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We are disciples of Jesus, living faithfully, welcoming all, worshiping in community, growing faith and serving compassionately.”
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A Message from our Directing Pastor
Sisters and Brothers in Christ,
This month, I have three things I ask from you: your praise, your prayers and your
provision.
Your Praise – As we give thanks for the many years of service which Dennis
VanDrunen has given to Central Lutheran Church. For over 30 years, Dennis has
been our maintenance man, our janitor, our security person, our landscaper and snow
removal guru. Dennis has been here to offer help to the quilters and organizations
over the years, to engage the Childcare center kids as well as help care for families at
funerals.

Rev. Michael Short

While my time with Dennis has been limited, I give thanks for the work he has done
and the wealth of knowledge he has shared with me about the building and the
families who have been and continue to be a part of Central. Dennis, we will miss you
and wish you all the best as your path takes a turn toward your next journey in life.
Your Prayers – Our society and country are in distress. With the advent of our
election and the uncertainty it brings raises the anxiety of a nation. I ask two things.
The first is to exercise your right and vote. It does not matter who you vote for, just
vote. By doing so, we as a nation can continue to make this nation a more perfect
union as the forefathers of our nation envisioned.
Secondly pray for unity and peace. Our Savior asks us to pray for not only ourselves
and our loved ones, but to pray for and to care for our enemies. While those who
voted for someone else may not be our enemy, they are someone with whom we
disagree. So pray for patience, pray for compassion, pray for our elected leaders and
pray for peace and unity so our nation might heal. Only then can all be welcomed and
lifted up so our nation might stand united.
Your Provision – This year has been challenging as we continue to deal with a
pandemic and the stress of living in a changing time in our country. We had to learn to
worship, go to school, go to work in new ways. We even had to find new ways for your
provision, that is to provide for your support of the mission of Central (ok, provision
may not be the best word, but I needed a third word starting with ‘P’.)
I give thanks for the continued support of our members during these trying times.
Many of you have mailed in or dropped off your contributions at the church. Yet for
some members they only bring their offering, their provision for the church, when they
come to worship. Not having in-person worship for a few months left us behind from
what we expected to receive. So as this year comes to a close, please consider
Central as you make your year-end charitable gifts. If you would like more information
about how to support Central through gifts of assets, stocks or bonds or even
contributing your RMD (required minimum distribution) from your IRA, please contact
the church. Also consider becoming a sustaining, or automatic giver by using your
bank’s bill pay option or signing up for automatic giving with Central.
Most of all please know that I give thanks to God for each of you every day. The
support and concern you have offered this year not only for me but for our entire staff,
has been uplifting and encouraging. Thank you as well for your patience as we try new
and innovative ways to serve the mission of Central in this time of uncertainty.
May God continue to bless and keep you always.

Pr. Michael
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A Message from our Worship, Music & Arts Director
In nature, the vibrant colors of fall are fading, but the liturgical colors of the
seasons vary nearly weekly at this point in the church year. We reminded
you to wear red on Reformation Sunday. Red is associated with power and
represents that we are justified by grace through our Lord Jesus Christ. It also
recalls the flames of Pentecost Sunday, signifying the inspiration of the Holy
Spirit in the teachings of Martin Luther and the ongoing reformation of the church.

Aleah Harvey

The white of All Saints’ Day on Nov. 1 reminds us of light and purity. We recall
and celebrate the lives of loved ones. “Behold the host arrayed in white…These
are the saints of glorious fame, who from the great affliction came and in the
flood of Jesus' blood are cleansed from guilt and shame.”
We return to green for November 8 and 15, representing our continual growth
in Christ. November 22 is the end of the church year as we celebrate Christ the
King. The return to white symbolizes Christ’s joyful victory over sin and death.
November 29 is the first Sunday of Advent and this season is marked with blue.
Blue represents hope and often evokes feelings of peace and calm.
As we come to the end of the church year and begin another year with hope,
take notice of these upcoming events:
November 1, All Saints’ Sunday, 9:30 am. We will remember and celebrate
the lives of loved ones. During the prayers throughout November we will read
the names of departed saints. Call or email the office or Aleah with requests.
Drive-In Worship Service, Sundays in November at 10:45 am. Worship
leaders will gather just within the doors of the main entrance. You are invited to
sit in your car in the parking lot and listen over your radio (FM 100.5). We will
bring communion to you during this 30-minute worship service.
Wednesday Advent Series, Dec. 2, 12:00 pm. Dec. 2, 9, 16, and 23 you are
welcome to join us in-person or virtually for a noon service.
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A Message from our Youth Director
As Thanksgiving approaches, we are reminded not just of the challenges that face us
right now, but of what we are grateful for in this life. We have learned to not take our
health for granted, to value our friends, and the impact of our new reality on those less
fortunate than us. This month’s programming reflects that.
We will be having an art project to give to a senior living facility; a movie night around
Thanksgiving; and a socially distanced bean bag tournament, a service
project, and more (among other things).

John Bartholow

Registrations for the mission trip are due by November 15th. See me to register, and
watch for an informational meeting as well.
By the time you read this, Confirmation Sunday will have already occurred. Our 9th
graders attended four classes and a dress rehearsal, committed to volunteering in
a ministry in the church, and written their faith statements. Pastor Mike and I are
really pleased with this class, and the thought they have put into their faith statements
and roles as adults in our congregation. Special thanks, as always, to CLC staff Aleah
Harvey and Kim Jass-Mahoney for their roles in making the Confirmation service the
best it can be; and thanks to Dennis VanDrunen, our director of buildings and grounds,
for helping us put together a confirmation service like no other, and we wish him well
in his retirement this month.
Confirmation classes for 7th and 8th grade continue apace, with two new students
joining us this month, and a few students are moving from the online class to in-person.
This is wonderful news, but it exacerbates a problem: we are still in need of 1-3
Confirmation guides! Maybe you’re an educator who has a passion for this sort of
thing; maybe you’re a person of deep faith; maybe you’re a parent and feel obligated;
or maybe you just want to make an impact in the lives of our congregation’s youth;
whomever you are, your church needs you. Contact me to volunteer!
Sunday School is up and running on Zoom!
Please contact Amber Mlynczak, Pastor
Michael Short, Aleah Harvey, one of the
Sunday School teachers, or the church office
for more information.
Finally, several of our Central Lutheran families
have contracted COVID-19 in their households.
We pray for their healing and for those in their
household. As the winter comes, remember the
safety precautions recommended by the
Minnesota Dept. of Health: wear masks in
public places, avoid large gatherings, stay six
feet apart from those outside your household,
wash hands, and stay home when sick.
Blessings,
John Bartholow
Director of Youth Ministries
jbartholow@centrallutheranchurch.org
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Mission: Provide the building blocks of child care by creating learning
opportunities infused with faith while supporting the whole family
What’s Happening at our Child Care Center?

The children at Central Lutheran Church Child Care
Center are experiencing learning in so many ways: this
month we will be talking about Thanksgiving and being
Thankful for all that God has given us, tasting pumpkin,
painting pumpkins, playing in the leaves and so much
more. The children will be outside enjoying the fresh
air as much as possible.

Our New Normal

Contribution to the Winona Community

The Center is continuing to help 53 families within the
Winona Community. As things change with the needs
of staying safe in this COVID-19 pandemic time the
center continues to reassess to see where we are
needed most by the families of staff and children.

The Center’s Team

The Center uses the “State of MN Decision Tree for
Schools and Child Care Centers” when students and
employees experience exposures and testing. Staying
true to COVID-19 state requirements is essential and
critical to being able to keep the facility open and
running safely. We have required many families and
staff to quarantine and test in order to maintain safety.
With every positive lab confirmed case, we contact
MDH for guidance and follow the protocols required.
We pride ourselves as the CLC CCC staff of our
cleaning regiments and safety protocols. Center staff
continue to sanitize the centers and churches most
touched surfaces a minimum of 2 times per day.
We have been wearing masks since April 9th to keep
the children, families and staff safe at CLC CCC. It is
important to us to err on the side of caution when
dealing with the lives of little ones, their family and our
staff. They are counting on us and so are you!

Questions, please contact us…
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Phone: 507.452.5493

Email: childcarcenter@centrallutheranchurch.org
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NOTICES
Winona Community Warming Center Update

The Winona Community Warming Center provides
temporary emergency shelter for the adult, homeless
population of Winona County. It is located at The
Edge Church, at 69 E. Third Street in downtown
Winona. The entrance is in the alley behind the church.
The center will again be open from November 1st,
through March 31st. When the Covid-19 pandemic
began, Catholic Charities realized that it would be
difficult to find volunteers to staff the 2020-2021
season. Using a grant from the state, this year
Catholic Charities will employ paid staff and work with
student volunteers from Winona State University. The
Center will offer a warm meal for each guest every
night. They are currently unable to accept donated
meals as they have in the past. The present plan is to
purchase and serve soups from Ziebell's. Please call
Audrey Rivenburg at (507) 458-9197 if you have
questions about how you may be able to help the
Community Warming Center.
A big thank you to Bev Spande, Myrna Olson,
Gayle Garrity, Helen Williams, Kathy Benke,
Chris Nisbit, Brian Nisbit,
Mike and Denise Bernatz, for
providing volunteer coverage for
26 shifts. That's a total of 143
volunteer hours! It's another
example of Central Lutheran
being "Central to Winona."

Church Cookbook Recipe Submissions!
Deadline of Wednesday, November 25th
Submit your recipes on-line by email to
Grace Schueler at gracelyn@hbci.com
or by snail mail to:
Grace Schueler, 125 Sunnyside Lane,
Winona, MN 55987
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Missions & Social Concerns

An Opportunity to Volunteer!

Central Lutheran Church partners
with Winona Volunteer Services
during the month of November to
assist with Home Delivered Meals.
Volunteers commit to picking up and
delivering meals one day per week
during the month of November. The
time commitment is approximately
60-75 minutes beginning at 10:30 am
on each delivery day. Protocols are
in place to make this a very
Covid-safe activity.
If you are able to serve
please contact:

Kathy Benke
kbenke50@gmail.com
507-429-4547

Homebound Bulletins

If you or someone you know would like
to be included in receiving the Sunday
bulletin each week by mail,
please call Kim in the church office
at (507) 452-5156 or email
office@centrallutheranchurch.org.
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NOTICES
September 2020 Food Basket

Don’t
forget to...

During September you’ve donated 495
pounds of food and $266 in cash which
converts to a total of 1,007 pounds of food.
This brings our grand total to 9,626 pounds
of food donated this year. Thank you to
everyone who participates in this very
important mission of the church.
I have once again been so very impressed
with the tremendous outpouring of generosity
from the many members of Central Lutheran,
that all I can say is thank you! Thank you!
Thank you!

at 2:00 am on Sunday, Nov. 1st
Sunday School Update

CLC’s WELCA Board meets regularly the
second Monday of each month 9A-10A.
The Board has been meeting outside, but
with weather closing in, will now meet inside
in Grace Hall (while carefully following the
Church’s COVID precautions including social
distancing & masks).
CLC’s WELCA Annual Meeting was held
October 3 at JC Pavilion, Lake Park.
The Nominating Committee recommended
Mary Reeck to be President-Elect for 2021
(becoming President in 2022). In addition,
Susan Cooper will serve a second term as
Secretary. Motions carried with all in favor.
Aleah Harvey was thanked for the sound
system. Julie Palubicki was thanked for
leading the opening & closing prayers and
for speaking about her studies at Wartburg
Seminary. Sylvia Pecsenye was recognized
for her dedicated service over the past 3.5
years.
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Sunday School is opening at 9:00 am on Sunday
mornings through Zoom. There will be a reading
from the Spark Story Bible, music time with
Aleah, introduction to the theme of the day,
and a craft or activity for your child each week.
A link to the Zoom meeting in addition to a link
for classroom materials will be sent out to you
each week by email.

Dennis VanDrunen
Thank you for 31 years of service!
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16

23

30

9:30 am Worship-Live Stream
7:00 pm
10:45 pm Drive-In Worship Service

29

9:30 am Worship-Live Stream
7:00 pm
10:45 pm Drive-In Worship Service

22

9:30 am Worship-Live Stream
7:00 pm
10:45 pm Drive-In Worship Service

15

9:30 am Worship-Live Stream
7:00 pm
10:45 pm Drive-In Worship Service
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All Saint's Day
7:00 pm
Daylight Saving Time ends
9:30 am Worship-Live Stream
10:45 pm Drive-In Worship Service

1

Sunday

Spectrum Broadcast

Spectrum Broadcast

Spectrum Broadcast

Spectrum Broadcast

Spectrum Broadcast

Monday

4

11:15 am CLC Staff Meeting
12:00 pm Tuesday Bible Study

24

11:15 am CLC Staff Meeting
12:00 pm Tuesday Bible Study
6:30 pm Council Meeting

17

11:15 am CLC Staff Meeting
12:00 pm Tuesday Bible Study
5:00 pm Property Committee

10

HBCI TV Broadcast
WNW/Confirmation

Wednesday

12

5

Thursday

HBCI TV Broadcast
WNW/Confirmation

5:00 pm HBCI TV Broadcast
6:30 pm No Confirmation

25

5:00 pm
6:30 pm

18

27
Church Closed - Holiday

20

Church Closed - Holiday
Thanksgiving Day

Newsletter Articles due
CLC Youth Committee
Meeting
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6

Friday

26

5:00 pm

19

Veterans Day
10:00 am Welcome & Worship
1:30 pm Personnel Committee
4:00 pm CLC Feast Committee
5:00 pm HBCI TV Broadcast
6:30 pm WNW/Confirmation
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Election Day (General Elections) 5:00 pm
11:15 am CLC Staff Meeting
6:30 pm
12:00 pm Tuesday Bible Study
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Tuesday

NOVEMBER

28

21

14

7

Saturday

8

Church Council

Council Report:

PAST PRESIDENT

PRESENT: Pastor Short, Scott Mlynczak, Chris Nisbit, Bill Davis, Marie Holmquist, Tammy
Swenson Lepper, Paul Ness, Myrna Olson

Bill Davis
PRESIDENT

Scott Mlynczak
PRESIDENT ELECT

Chris Nisbit

September 15, 2020

The meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m. Scott opened with devotions.
Bill moved, Marie seconded, carried to approve the agenda.
Tammy moved, Bill seconded, carried to approve the August 18, 2020, and September 1,
2020, minutes.

TREASURER’S REPORT

Paul gave the following Treasurer’s report:

August had some positive points while still being unfavorable to budget.
TREASURER

Paul Ness
SECRETARY

Myrna Olson
AT LARGE

Marie Holmquist

Contributions for August were $37,121 which was the highest monthly total this year. Our
budget however was $44,610 so a shortfall of $7,489. YTD Contributions are $248,177
compared to budget of $297,000, a shortfall of $48,823.
A note out of time sequence is the budget of Contributions for September is $33,828. In only
the first two Sundays of September we have received $28,803 in contributions. We still have
two Sundays left. I assume this is a response to the request letter sent by your President and
Treasurer with the August Contribution Statements. Great News for next month.
Other Income for August was $3,384 compared to budget of $8,050, a shortfall of $4,666.
This is due to a shortfall in parking permits with WSU students. We will see if that improves
in September due to Covid timing.

Expenditures for August were $42,597 compared to a budget of $47,173. The major savings
were $3,000 in personnel expense and $1,000 in Properties expense.
AT-LARGE

Tammy
Swenson-Lepper

Total Revenues are $58,299 short of budget YTD.
Total Expenditures are $7,550 overbudget YTD
Net variance to budget is ($65,848).
Child Care still is financially struggling as we would expect of it due to Covid. YTD loss of
($57,583). August saw improved financials with only a ($6,106) loss due to receiving $8,500
of grant income.
As reported in prior months, we will be seeking loan forgiveness for $151,400 by year end
which will be shared between Operations and Child Care.
Bill moved, Tammy seconded, carried to approve the Treasurer’s Report.

OLD BUSINESS

House that God Built – Continue to solicit financial support for projectors needed for sanctuary worship.
150th Anniversary Celebration Planning – The committee continues to meet to plan for the
celebration. The church history book is being updated.
Staffing changes Update –
Pastor Louise has retired and moved to Florida.
Applications are being accepted for Director of Building and Grounds. Dennis Van Drunen will
be retiring October 31.
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NEW BUSINESS

Nominating Committee – A review of various committee term appointments was made and
will be referred to the Nominating Committee.
Recognition of Dennis Van Drunen - Discussion was held on ways to recognize the
retirement of Dennis and to thank him for his years of faithful service.
Snowplowing Contract – A new contract for snow removal of the parking lot will be needed
this winter. Following discussion, it was decided that Pastor Short and Dennis Van Drunen
would request proposals and approve a new snowplowing contract for this winter.

STAFF REPORTS


















Staff reports were reviewed
Procedures continue to be reviewed regarding inside worship and Sunday School.
Pastor and Kelly continue working on the operation of the Child Care Center and
exposure of COVID and contact tracing.
Pastor has been working on staff transitions.
Kelly Dicke gave an update of the Child Care Center.
A grant was received for $25,500 from the State of MN Public Health Support Funds.
Aleah reported on the Central’s “tour” of worship services in parks during the summer
and that it uniquely fulfills our mission to “Be Central to Winona”.
Live streaming of worship services will begin on September 27.
First Wednesday night Confirmation “Chapel” will be on September 9.
A Service of Healing will be held on September 23 at Noon.
Aleah continues to work with the 150th Celebration Planning Committee
John reported that Confirmation/Wednesday Night Workshop is off to a strong start with
24 seventh and eighth graders enrolled.
John has started a group Jesus and Me (JAM) which provides homework help and
recreational activities for children and youth.
Confirmation students are preparing for Confirmation Sunday on October 25.
John is looking into having a youth mission trip in summer of 2021.

Marie moved, Paul seconded, carried to approve the staff reports.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

The Feast Committee continues to explore ways to address hunger needs during this
time of COVID, when we cannot serve our weekly meal. Sharri Hackbarth and Cheri Weaver
continue to coordinate a monthly meal and desserts to the Catholic Worker House. We made
a contact with the Catholic Charities effort at the Edge Church to provide a meal at the newly
opened Day Center, but were informed that they did not need meals at this time, but if they
are in need, will contact us. We are following up on this effort. The Feast Committee feels
strongly that we have a need to support local initiatives to address the needs of the
community and will donate $500 each to the three agencies in Winona that are addressing
food insecurity, the Catholic Worker effort, the Catholic Charities effort at the Edge, and
Winona Volunteer Services.
The Worship Committee is looking to Christmas.
Paul moved, Tammy seconded, carried to approve the committee reports.
The next meeting will be October 20, 2020, at 6:30 pm
Devotions for next meeting: Chris
Closed with the Lord’s Prayer
The meeting was adjourned at 8:00 P.M.
Myrna Olson
Secretary
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FINANCIAL REPORT
OPERATING FUND - September 2020

Gifts in memory or honor of someone

Total Income:

MEMORIALS
September 16, 2020 - October 15, 2020

$41,993.38

Total Expenses: $44,430.65
Offering Goal SEPTEMBER: $33,828.49
Thank you for your support of Central’s ministry.
MORTGAGE
Monthly payments for interest and
principal September: $3,146.00

“This is the House That God Built”
Campaign
Given by Rich & Eugenia Moe

In Memory of
Marvin & Bergetta Gunderson
Given by Arnold & Alanna Fenske
Given by Bev Spande

In Honor of
Dennis VanDrunen Retirement
Given by Lois Larson

Gifts for Building Fund September: $983.00

Designated Gifts in September

Gifts for additional mortgage -

Capital Campaign………………. $2,870.00
Lutheran Campus Center………. $10.00
Missions………………………….. $312.00
ELCA World Hunger……………. $100.00
WVS Food Shelf………………... $266.00
Youth Fund………………………. $650.69
$7.00
Sunday School…………………. .

Principal reduction September: $405.00
Mortgage principal balance on October 1:
$236,080.97

Steps to view our on-line services

To view our live-stream service, follow these steps:
1. Go to our webpage: Centrallutheranchurch.org
2. Scroll down to the embedded Facebook feed
3. Our live-stream will start at approximately 9:25 AM. You may need to refresh
4. your page (located at top left of your screen) and scroll down to the bottom again.
The Refresh icon looks like this:
5. Once the live feed has begun, click once on the image or video.
6. This will take you to a larger screen on Facebook where you can view the service.
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Drive-In Worship Service
With Holy Communion


Sundays during November at 10:45 a.m.

• Come sit in your car
• Stay warm
• Tune into 100.5 FM

“We are disciples of Jesus, living faithfully, welcoming all, worshiping in community, growing faith and serving compassionately.”

