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Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

During the month of August when we gathered in the parks, worshipping around 
Winona, I realized how much I miss all of you.  14 months after I was called to serve 
Central, just as I was just getting to know you, to put your names with your faces, we 
were separated.  Now for those who feel comfortable in gathering in-person, I am 
again struggling to put names with mask covered faces.  This all makes me wonder 
about how you are all doing 6 months into this time of isolation, of separation from 
family and friends.  

The month of September should have been a month of reunions, as we gathered  
once again as the community of believers.  Rally Sunday has come and gone. Getting  
together for coffee with friends you have not seen all summer is not happening. The 
choirs and the music at Central has been quieted by the pandemic.  Youth events 
have been put on hold or held over Zoom.  Even our schools have returned not as  
expected.  Now October is upon us and there is little change in sight.    

As you look to the future, I want you to know that Central is still here working to remain 
Central to Winona.  We, the staff, continue to work on new and exciting ways to stay 
connected, too keep you to be involved.  Many of you responded when we asked for 
members to record the lessons at home now there are many and varied voices being 
heard in worship.  Others have come to offer their services to assist in worship, to sing 
or play an instrument keeping the musical traditions alive.  Others showed up to help 
be sure the equipment was set up in parks, ensuring we had power to make worship 
happen.  For all who came forward and for all of you doing your part I am forever 
grateful.  This is what makes and helps keep us, Central to Winona. 

As our new normal way of being church, of living in community continues, I am working 
with the leaders of Central to find new ways to engage or re-engage you in the life of 
Central.  I am not sure how or in what way this will happen, yet I know it will. So  
I invite you to join us, to dream and think about how worship inspires you, what is  
needed or missing.  How you might engage with our Sunday School and Confirmation  
programs as we teach the faith to our youth.  How you might connect with our  
homebound members who are unable to join us in person. Or how as a homebound 
member can support and reach out to others from the confines of your home.  Lastly 
how we might continue to engage the community of Winona to meet the needs of the 
vulnerable, the homeless, the hungry in their time of need as we await the return of the 
FEAST and other service opportunities.   

This time of isolation has reminded me how much we need the community, we need 
each other, in order to succeed.  After Jesus’ death, resurrection and ascension, it was 
the small community of followers who gathered to share the Good News, who  
continued to proclaim the Kingdom of God had come near.  From that small group of 
believers, the whole world has come to know the lifesaving gift of love and grace which 
Jesus our Savior gave us.   

 

Worship Cards 

As we return to in-person worship inside our building, we will be asking for your help.  
We will be placing ‘Worship cards’ in the pews for you to fill out. The purpose of the card is 
twofold.  The first is in order to keep in compliance with our church’s constitution. An active 
member is someone who has attended worship and received Holy Communion once a 

year. Currently we do not have a method to determine active membership. Secondly, with 
our current restrictions due to the Covid pandemic, it will be helpful to know who was in 
worship on a Sunday in case someone notifies us they tested positive for the virus. Thank 
you for your support.  

A Message from our Directing Pastor 

Rev. Michael Short 
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A Message from our Worship, Music & Arts Director 

Aleah Harvey 

“Autumn shows us how beautiful it is to let things go.” 
 

In 2020 especially, these words resonate. We have been forced to let many 
things go. Routines, customs, habits, traditions, gatherings, plans, hopes, 
anxieties, etc. It has been difficult in so many ways. However, through all 
this, I have been surprised and encouraged at the emerging innovations.  

When it was determined safer to meet outside, you met us at parks through-
out Winona or watched the services online. You have participated in online 
Zoom meetings and chats. You have experienced different styles of worship 
music. We have partaken in communion together, though miles apart  
(Pr. Louise Stromberg even joined us from Florida last Sunday! I hope  
you will be inspired by the photo of her worship space, pictured below). 
There are numerous more examples of creativity and adaptability.  

October brings about some traditions in our church, but perhaps you will  
participate in them in a different way. 

Sunday, October 4, we will celebrate Blessing of the Animals. If you are not 
able to come to the 9:30 service in-person, we invite you to submit a photo of 
your pet along with your pet’s name and your name. The photo will be 
shared during the service and your pet will receive a blessing. You may 
email or mail a photo to the office by Oct. 1.  

Sunday, October 4, is also Distribution of Bibles to some of the Sunday 
School children. Again, if you’re not able to attend the in-person service, we 
will try to schedule an individual time if you are to receive a Bible.  

Sunday, October 25, Reformation Sunday and Confirmation Sunday.  
In addition to the Reformation Sunday service at 9:30 am (both in-person 
and live-stream), a special Confirmation Service will be live-stream only at 
11:15 am. 

“Inspiration for creating  
a worship space at home”  

“We are prepared for indoor worship services! Our updated  
policies and procedures can be found on our website as well.”  
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Happy Autumn! We’ve got a fun month ahead. We will continue to offer  
opportunities for our youth during this time of distance and hybrid learning; 
for example, we kicked off Jesus And Me (JAM) sessions last week, offering 
homework help and recreational activities for students in grades K-12. If  
interested, please register online or contact me. Confirmation/Wednesday 
Night Workshop is off to a great start, and we are incredibly excited about 
our students and the volunteers guiding them. 
 

High school students, Pastor Mike and I are having class meetings this 
month at church with treats for afterwards. We’ll discuss what adventures 
you want to have this year, and how we at Central Lutheran can help make 
that happen. Please check your youth calendars to find your date. 
 

We have begun 9th grade Confirmation classes to prepare for Confirmation 
Sunday. This year, that means studying a ministry of the church and  
learning about service leadership, finding Bible verses, and writing your faith 
statements. The Confirmation Sunday service will be held on Sunday,  
October 25th at 11:15 AM. This will be a special service (separate from the 
regular 9:30 service) for confirmands and their families, but will be 
livestreamed for family and friends to take part from the comfort of their 
homes. Please contact Pastor Mike or myself with questions. The Night of 
Honor has been postponed until we can do it properly (date TBA), but there 
will be a dress rehearsal in its place. 
 

Other events this month include going to an apple orchard (for grades K-12), 
a service project of writing penpals in our senior living communities, and a 
movie night watching October Sky. Please see me with questions or to  
register. 
 

Finally, we are announcing a mission trip to Rapid City, tentatively sched-
uled for July 2021. If you or your child are currently in grades 7-12, you are 
eligible to attend; contact me to register. 
 

May God bless you during this season of change and transition, and keep 
you safe, healthy, and happy. 
 

 

Blessings, 
John Bartholow 

Director of Youth Ministries 

jbartholow@centrallutheranchurch.org 

 

 

A Message from our Youth Director 

John Bartholow 

mailto:jbartholow@centrallutheranchurch.org
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Mission: Provide the building blocks of child care by creating learning  
opportunities infused with faith while supporting the whole family 

October 2020 

What’s Happening at our Child Care Center?   
Fall is that time where children who have transitioned into their 
new classrooms are starting to gain confidence and truly enjoy 
their new classrooms. Staying true to COVID-19 requirements,  
we are outside as much as possible. The children at the center are 
enjoying time on the playground, walks and  fresh air. Our private 
playground has been a great place to be during COVID-19 as we 
know that the structures are clean, disinfected, safe and CLC CCC 
ready for the children to meet their physical milestones. Inside the 
facility each classroom has established social distancing strategies 
embedded in each day’s routines. 

Contribution to the Winona Community 

The Center is continuing to help families as much as possible.  
The lead teachers that need help on Wednesdays with care and 
distance learning for their school agers are being helped the best 
way possible by the center at this time. As things change with the 
needs of staying safe in this COVID-19 pandemic time the center 
continues to reassess to see where we are needed most by the 
families of staff and children utilizing the Emergency Preparedness 
Plan and MDH guidance's. 

The Center’s Team  
The center had to close the week before Labor Day as a staff  
person had a lab confirmed case of COVID-19.  Following the 
guidance and direction of MDH, with an abundance of caution and 
care for the safety of staff, children and their families we closed  
for a quarantine period.  Specific staff and children who had close 
contact and exposure were instructed to quarantine the length  
of the time. Since the start of the COVID-19 pandemic, we have  
had 3 family households also have positive lab confirmed cases.   
Our process always included conferring with MDH for guidance 
and follow the protocols requested.  
 

We strive as the CLC CCC staff to keep ourselves as safe as  
possible. The washing of our hands happens multiple times 
throughout the day, staying close to home when not working and 
wearing our masks at our job and out in the public. We  wear our 
masks to keep the children, families and staff safe at CLC CCC.   
It will always be important to us to err on the side of caution when 
dealing with the lives of little ones, their family and our staff. 
 

We thank you all for keeping the Center team and families in your 
prayers!  We are in this together! 

 
 

 

 

 

  

  

  

  

   

 

 

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Questions, please contact us…       Phone: 507.452.5493                   Email: childcarcenter@centrallutheranchurch.org  

  Our New Normal 
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WELCA Annual Meeting 

JC Pavilion @ Lake Park - Saturday,  
October 3rd, 2020, 2:00 pm - 3:00 pm 

CLC’s WELCA regularly-scheduled Annual  
Meeting for November has been moved,  
for this year,  to October 3, so that we can 
more comfortably & safely meet out-of-
doors. We will observe social -distance 
guidelines; no food is served; you are  
welcome to bring your own beverage,  
& lawn chair if you wish (though this is a 
large, sheltered pavilion with wide spread 
picnic tables). This meeting is important 
because it is when, according to our  
Bylaws, we vote to fill any officer vacancies 
for the next calendar year. This year it will 
involve voting for a President-Elect (to  
become WELCA President for 2022). 
Please note that ALL women of our church 
are automatically members of WELCA. We 
have reserved the JC Pavilion at Lake Park 
for this event: Saturday, October 3,  2:00 
pm -3:00 pm. Please save the date & plan 
to attend. 
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A big thank you for your wonderful financial support that  
provided new cameras which greatly improved the image  
clarity of our online worship. 

Our current projectors in the sanctuary are not able to provide 
that same image clarity in our worship service.  In accordance 
with our current Covid health procedures, there will be no 
hymnals, and limited service bulletins, so projectors are  
needed for effective worship communication to provide the 
same image clarity to our members. So it is with some  
urgency we solicit your financial support in the amount of 
$35,000.00 to upgrade our projectors for sanctuary worship 
that begins September 27th.   

Your financial support is needed.  Please note “projectors“ on 
your donation which you can place in the offering during  
service, drop off at church or send in by mail. 

We are so blessed and so gratefully appreciative of your  
financial support.  Stay safe, stay healthy. 
 

The Financial Committee  
of The House That God Built Campaign  

Sunday School 2020-2021  
We are excited  
to start Sunday 
School this fall!  
We have decided to 
push the start date 
out to Sunday,  
October 4th. Please stay tuned for more 
information. If you would like to be added  
to the Sunday School email list,  
please send an email to:  
sundayschool@centrallutheranchurch.org 

NOTICES 

Thank you to all the members of Central and especially to  
the Quilters for the beautiful quilt.  I was so surprised to  
receive one.  I must confess I was afraid to open it on that 
Sunday.  If you saw my car you would understand.  If  
I couldn’t get it back in the bag, I might not get it in the 
car.  As soon as I arrived at 
our new home.  Jim and I 
opened it.  The quilt now has 
a place of honor on my quilt 
rack. Every time I see it  
I remember the people of  
Central and my ministry in 
your midst.  Thank you for  
the wonderful send off.   
 

Pastor Louise  
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NOTICES 
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150th Anniversary Cookbook  

Calling all cooks! Bakers too! While you are planning that Thanksgiving  
dinner—or dreaming of how it tasted “in olden days” before the covid-19  
shutdown...why not get out those best-ever, mouth-watering family recipes  
and send copies to the church cookbook?! Yay! Then you’ll have them all  
in the book so you can find them.  
 

See, it’s like this: We know you can find recipes for most anything online.  
(But is it as special as Grandma’s?) We know you may not be getting together 
all at once this year. (Keep grandma safe at home. But we also want to create 
a tangible keepsake for this 150 year birthday of Central Lutheran Church. 
(Why “Central”?) And though so much has changed in the world outside our 
doors, our bellies still need filling and we still cook with love.  

 

So! Please take 10 minutes to copy a favorite and get it to Grace Schueler. Need ideas? Christmas baking,  
breakfast, kid stuff, gluten-free, potlucks, graduation, parties, picnics, bake sale, eggless, dairy-free, vegetarian, 
cooking for threshers, the feast, beverages, foreign cuisine, etc.  
 

Do it now, while you think of it! We need it by Thanksgiving in order to get them all typed up in time. A virtual  
hug to you if you get it to us sooner! Send us as many as you want before Thanksgiving. If you have a comment 
on the source or history around the food, share that too. We’ll try to include as much as we can.  
 

Send recipes and your name and how to reach you to:  
Gracelyn@hbci.com 

or  
Grace Schueler 
125 Sunnyside Lane  

Winona, MN 55987     
 

We will not publish your contact information.  
We need it so we can ask you proof-reading questions.   

During August you’ve donated 566 pounds 
of food and $158 in cash which converts to 
a total of 882 pounds of food. This brings 
our grand total to 8,619 pounds of food  
donated this year. Thank you to everyone 
who participates in this very mission of the 
church.  

 

Thank you so very much from all who  
benefit from this program through volunteer 
services to everyone of Central Lutheran!   

August Food Basket 

Christmas Sale and Luncheon Cancelled  

The members of WELCA regret that we will be unable to 
hold our annual Christmas Baked Goods and Lefse Sale, 
as well as the Christmas Luncheon this year, due to the 
Covid Pandemic.  We look forward to sharing the tastes 
of the Christmas Season with you in 2021!  

mailto:Gracelyn@hbci.com?subject=150th%20Anniversary%20Celebration%20Recipe
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PRESENT: Pastor Short, Scott Mlynczak, Chris Nisbit, Bill Davis, Marie Holmquist, 
Tammy Swenson Lepper, Paul Ness, Myrna Olson 

The meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m.  Myrna opened with devotions. 
Marie moved, Paul seconded, carried to approve the agenda. 
Tammy moved, Bill seconded, carried to approve the July 21, 2020, minutes. 
 

TREASURER’S REPORT 

Paul gave the following Treasurer’s report:   
 

Revenues in July were slower and less than budget.  Actual was $32,342 compared 
to budget of $37,462.  This is all from shortage in General Contributions.  YTD we 
are short $46,835. 
  

Expenses were also down.  Actual $45,415 vs budget of $51,625.  It should be noted 
that our monthly benevolence of $1,700 was not paid so it will be caught up in the 
coming months.  It is nice to see months of less than budget expense as we have 
seen so many above budget this year. 
  

Bottom line was ($13,073) compared to a budget of ($14,163).  So, considering the 
missing benevolence, basically right on budget.  We are ($57,261) variance YTD. 
  

Child Care continues with tough months. Revenues are down as children have been 
pulled to other pre-kindergarten programs. We are focusing on incoming infants with 
the plan to keep them enrolled for years to come. We expect better revenue once 
school starts. 
  

Tammy moved, Bill seconded, carried to approve the Treasurer’s Report 
 

OLD BUSINESS 

House that God Built - Two projects include continuing to update the cameras 
and video equipment and to finish the updated basement project to include new lights 
and ceiling.   

Organ Repairs – On hold.  
 

Update on parking lot lease – Pastor reported the lease with Winona State  
University has been signed for the 14 spaces in the corner lot for $3,500 per year. 
 

Reopening of building for groups  – The quilters will not be meeting for the  
remainder of this year. 
 

The election primary on August 11 went very well with everyone wearing masks and 
follow up cleaning. Discussion was held regarding the HVAC system.  Bill moved, 
Tammy seconded, carried to have a contractor review the setup in the church prior  
to the general election in November.   
 

Following further discussion, Marie moved, Paul seconded, depending upon the 
HVAC analysis, to approve use of Central Lutheran Church as a polling place for the 
November elections.  Carried with all voting aye. 
 

Council Report:  August 18, 2020 Church Council 

 

PAST PRESIDENT 

Bill Davis 
 

 
PRESIDENT 

Scott Mlynczak 

 
 

PRESIDENT ELECT 

Chris Nisbit 
 
 

TREASURER 

Paul Ness 
 

 
SECRETARY  
Myrna Olson 
 

 
AT LARGE 

Marie Holmquist 
 

 
AT-LARGE 

Tammy  

Swenson-Lepper 
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NEW BUSINESS 

Reopening to outside groups 

Sunday church services will continue to be held outside through September 20.  
 

STAFF REPORTS 

 Staff reports were reviewed 

 Pastor Short reported there have been meetings regarding Sunday School. 
 Pastor, Kelly and Aleah have been working on church gathering procedures. 
 September 27 is Missionary Sunday and the service will be held in the sanctuary. 
 Live streaming or videos will continue to be used on Sunday mornings at 9:30 a.m. 
 Kelly submitted a report covering the first five months into the COVID-19  
 Pandemic for the Child Care Center 
 Kelly has been working with the 150th Church Anniversary Celebration committee. 
 The Church continues to assess Central’s COVID-19 Preparedness Plan for  
 re-opening worship. 
 Aleah reported that weekly outdoor Sunday morning services in parks has been 
 well received. 
 Worship services continue to be recorded weekly. 
 Confirmation students continue to serve as acolyte/ushers. 
 Aleah continues to work with the 150th celebration committee and updating the 
 church’s website. 
 John is taking registrations for Confirmation/WNW. 
 August youth programming has gone well. 
 John thanked Pastor Louise Stromberg for her advice, help and leadership with 
 Confirmation/WNW over the last few years. She will be missed. 
 John thanked the congregation for the opportunity to go on a faith formation  
 retreat at Green Lake Bible Camp. 
 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

The Feast  continues to support the Catholic Worker House in providing a hot meal 
daily to 20 to 40 people that request it.  The Feast covers the fourth Tuesday of  
every month. 
 

Tammy moved, Marie seconded, carried to approve the staff and committee reports. 
 

The next meeting will be September 15, 2020, at 6:30 pm 

 

Devotions for next meeting: Scott 
 

Closed with the Lord’s Prayer 
 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:00 P.M 

 

 

Myrna Olson 

Secretary 
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Supporting Central's Mission 

Just as there are multiple ways to participate in worship at  
Central (in-person or on-line, live or video), there are multiple 
ways for you to support the mission and ministry of Central. 
 

Here are the options for you to consider: 

 Put your weekly or monthly contribution in an envelope 
and mail it to the church - Central Lutheran Church, 259 W.  
Wabasha St - Winona, MN, 55987.  

•  Consider signing up for direct deposit of your contribution 

 by either:  
        a. Using the electronic payment set up through the church 

        b. Using the bill-pay option offered by your own bank. 

•  Going to www.CentralLutheranChurch.org website and click on the give tab. 

•  Or bring it with you whenever you come to worship in-person. 

         Thank you for all the ways you support the ministries of Central. Your generosity is greatly appreciated.  

OPERATING FUND - August 2020 

Total Income:   $44,527.50 

Total Expenses: $43,252.24 

Offering Goal  AUGUST:  $44,610.21  
Thank you for your support  of Central’s ministry. 

 

MORTGAGE  
Monthly payments for interest and  
principal August: $3,146.00 

 

Gifts for Building Fund August:  $1,348.00 

 

Gifts for additional mortgage -  

Principal reduction August: $600.00 

 

Mortgage principal balance on September 1:  
$239,179.52  
 

Gifts in memory or honor of someone  

 

MEMORIALS 

August 19, 2020 - September 15, 2020 

“This is the House That God Built” 
Campaign 

Rich & Eugenia Moe, Susan Cooper, Gary Olson 

 

In Honor of Louise Stromberg’s  
Retirement 

Given by Jim & Mary Lou Hurley,  
Don & Donna Peterson, Myrna Olson 

 

 

Designated Gifts in August 

Capital Campaign……………….      
Lutheran Campus Center………. 
Missions…………………………..          
ELCA World Hunger…………….           
WVS Food Shelf………………...   
Youth Fund……………………….                            
Sunday School…………………. .                      
Feast……………………………....                      
Memorials……………………….                              

Page 11 

FINANCIAL REPORT  

$825.00 

$20.00  

$ 82.00 

        $100.00 

$158.00 

$210.00 

$ 18.75 

 $100.00 

$ 70.00 

Outdoor worship service, Oct. 20, 2020  



12  

259 W. Wabasha Winona, MN 55987   

www.centrallutheranchurch.org  

office@centrallutheranchurch.org 

507.452.5156 
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“We are disciples of Jesus, living faithfully, welcoming all, worshiping in community, growing faith and serving compassionately.”  

      Central Will Hold Both Indoor & Outdoor 
Worship Services in October 

 

 

 We will hold an indoor service at 9:30 am each Sunday. This service will also be  
live-streamed on our Facebook page. 

 

 On October 4, 11, and 18 we will also plan to hold a service outdoors in the  
parking lot at 10:30 am, weather permitting. You are encouraged to sit in your car 
and listen over the radio if you prefer. 

 

* We will make an announcement by the previous Thursday at noon after checking the weekend forecast. 
 Please check on Facebook or call the church office. 
 

*  If the temperature is below 50 degrees at 8:30 am on Sunday, we will cancel the outdoor service.  
 Please watch for a Facebook announcement on Sunday mornings either way.  

 


