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The fall events and activities are in full swing.  The FEAST had a great first meal.  The  
Sunday school program began with a fun-filled Rally day.  Confirmation programs have 
started for our 7th and 8th graders on Wednesday nights as well as the final preparation for 
our 9th grade youth to be confirmed at the end of Oct.   

One of the things I reminded the 9th grade youth as they prepare to affirm their baptism is 
on that day they become adult members of the congregation.  As such they should find an 
opportunity to become involved in the life and ministry of Central as they live out their faith 
in life.  This not only goes for them but for all of us as members of the body of Christ.    

Within the next few weeks we will be sending out a Time and Talent commitment form.  
This will allow them and each of us to consider how we might offer our gifts for the ministry 
of the church.  There are many opportunities on Sunday mornings to offer our hands and 
energy in support of the ministries of Central.  In addition, there are Committees, book 
groups, quilters, Bible studies and confirmation guides which give you additional ways to 
serve.   Please fill out and return the Time and Talent commitment form when it arrives.   

Additionally, we are working on the budget of the church so the ministries which make up 
who we are as this body of Christ in this place might succeed.  In order to do so, this will 
take your financial commitment in addition to your time.  One thing we are aware of is the 
need for both to make ministry work.  Some have more time than resources.  Others have 
more resources than time or have a limited ability to serve.  All we ask of you is to consider 
how God is calling you to support the ministries of the church with the abundance you have 
already received. 

Central as a whole is doing the same.  We continue to look at our resources and how they 
are being used to further the kingdom of God in this place.  We do so by opening our doors 
to community events.  This not only offers the community a place to gather to enjoy great 
music or to gather for a special event, it introduces them to who we are. See Eric’s article 
on the events coming in Oct, Nov and Dec.  By opening our doors to such events, we are 
able to serve the community beyond what we do on Sunday mornings or Wednesday 
nights.   

One of the ways we have reached beyond our walls is the group called WIN (the Winona 
Immigration Network) welcomed Edleber into our community.  We continue to work with 
Project Fine and other groups in town to welcome other immigrants just as our ancestors 
were welcomed in the past.   A result of this work, we have been invited to host Bishop Ata, 
who is the bishop of the Lutheran Church in Columbia on Nov. 5th.  That day we will 
acknowledge and celebrate our continuing work of living out our faith by welcoming those in 
need, the immigrants to our town or the hungry to the FEAST or the homeless in our work 
with Habitat.  In doing so we live out our faith as Jesus encouraged us when he reminded 
the people to care for the widow, the orphan and the alien in the land. 

Most of all I want to say thank you.  In the years since my arrival, Central has been blessed 
by your support of the ministries.  We have been lifted up by your gifts of RMD from your 
IRAs, bequests as members remembered Central in your wills, gifts of stock but most of all 
by your generosity in your weekly offerings.  So I give thanks to God for each of you and for 
all you do to make Central the place where ministry happens and the love of God is lived 
out here in Winona. 

Pr. Michael 

A Message from our Direc ng Pastor 

Rev. Michael Short 
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Greetings and Blessing to you, Central Lutheran!  I want to first take this opportunity to 
say a huge THANK YOU to everyone that has supported us, prayed for us, welcomed 
us and cheered myself and family along as we transition to Winona and embark on a 
new adventure.  Mark, Matteo, Emmelyn and I are excited to be following God’s calling 
here with you all, our new church family.   

 

A little about us… Mark and I have spent the last ten years of our lives in Des Moines, 
Iowa, but neither of us are from there.  My husband grew up outside of St. Louis, and I 
grew up all over the world, being raised as a daughter of a naval officer.  Mark and I 
met online 11 years ago while I was teaching at an international school in Seoul, South 
Korea, and he was working in Des Moines.  We met up when I returned to my parents’ 
house in Iowa for summer break, and the rest was history.  We celebrate our ten-year 
wedding anniversary this year, on Sept. 21!  You will see our two loving children around
- Matteo (7) and Emmelyn (5) who both attend school at W-K Elementary.  As a family, 
we love to be outside, and you can find us at the playground, gardening, and visiting 
state parks enjoying God’s creation in nature.   

 

A little about me… As I finished up seminary this last May, people often asked what 
type of ministry God was calling me to.  As a second-career pastor, I was just happy to 
get to the place where I could be a pastor, and I prayed that I would be in a place that 
spoke to my strengths.  As a 14-year teaching veteran, I prayed that my educational 
background wouldn’t be lost in whatever new ministry I was called to.  Needless to say, 
being here at Central, using my educational background, my newfound love of being a 
pastor, the love and care for our neighbors, and passion for service is a complete 
blessing.  I am grateful to be here at Central and in Winona, starting this new season of 
our life.   

 

This move has taught me that leaving old seasons in our lives can be emotional,      
exhausting, and hard.  New seasons may be scary, and tough, but new seasons also 
brings hope and fills us with anticipation and excitement of what is to come.  What has 
helped me is to simply remember that God is with me.  God is with us through the 
tears, the laughter, and the uncertainty.  God is with us all, as we together, make the 
transition to a two-pastor church.  Thank you for you grace your hospitality and your 
care.   

 

Grace and Peace, 

 

Pastor Kristen  

A Message from our Associate Pastor 

Rev. Kristen Massa 
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A. Eric Heukeshoven 

A Message from our Worship, Music & Arts Director 
“In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your 
good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven.” (Matthew 5:16) 
 

Outdoor Worship 
We gathered to worship in Windom Park for our final outdoor service of 2023 on August 
27th. With Robert Stuber’s excellent skills and equipment, we are able to offer these 
events to our online congregation as well as have a sound system allowing all in-person 
attendees an enjoyable experience. With exception of a rained-out service at the  
Minnesota Marine Art Museum in June, our summer services were joyful celebrations of 
the beauty of Winona. I look forward to exploring old and new locales in 2024. 
 

Arts at Central 
The Bach Society of MN returned to Central for their first concert since the pandemic on 
September 23, 2023. Their performance of J.S. Bach’s Brandenburg Concerto Number 4 
was a true masterpiece. Central’s support of the Arts is not only important to us as a 
congregation, but to our community as well. Your support in bringing high quality Arts 
events to Winona is incredibly valuable! 
 

On Sunday October 29th at 3 pm in the Sanctuary, Rochester’s Choral 
Arts Ensemble, in collaboration with Great River Shakespeare Festival 
actors, led by their artistic director Doug Scholz-Carlson, will sing all  
manner of songs about love—true, unrequited, at first sight, mature,  
star-crossed, selfless, lost, or just silly! Their musical offerings will be 

complemented by equally varied romantic scenes, speeches, and poems from the 
 superb GRSF actors, now celebrating their 20th season of professional theater. Tickets 
available online or at the door. https://www.choralartsensemble.org 
 

WSU Choir’s fall performance will be on Thursday November 30th. The group has also 
been invited to perform as part of the Messiah Sing-in a few days later. The choir will 
return next April for their spring concert. Central is delighted to have this opportunity to 
share our space with WSU students. 

The Messiah Sing-In will return for another year on Saturday December 2nd at 7 pm. 
Francis Stockwell, the director of the North Star Boys Choir, has confirmed the group will 
return to perform and will sing at services the following day. 
 

Handbells 
Thanks to all who have responded to the Handbell survey. At the begin-
ning of September, we need at least 5 additional ringers. Owing to the 
fact that our handbells have not been played for a number of years, 
they need to be restored by the manufacturer. Before committing to this 
expensive process I want to ensure we will have sufficient players. 
Please respond to the survey by scanning the QR code or use this web 
address: 
 

https://forms.gle/K4iQnCwodi2YGp9h6 
 

Paper copies are available from Shayna, or we’ll be happy to mail one to you! 
 

Adult Choir 
Choir rehearsals began September 14th and take place every Thursday at 7 pm in the 
Sanctuary. We are always happy to welcome new members into the group. Please also 
consider helping lead worship as a Sunrise Singer at the 8:30 service or a                
Central Singer at 10:30. 
 

Blessings, always. 
–  
A. Eric Heukeshoven, M.S. 
Director of Worship, Music, & Arts 
 



Questions, please contact us…       
childcarecenter@centrallutheranchurch.org 
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Upcoming 

Lutheran Campus Center- Jazz and Desserts, October 8 from 2-4pm 

For the third year we will be gathering at Faith Lutheran in October to enjoy an afternoon of music provided by 
H3O, led by A.Eric Heukeshoven.  We will also be enjoying yummy desserts provided by members of Faith, 
Central, and Cedar Valley churches. We have added a “makers silent auction” featuring hand crafted items 
donated by community members. Please join us in this fun way to support the Lutheran Campus Center. 

Central Lutheran Book Group 

The Central Lutheran Book Group will be meeting on Thursday, October 5 at 10 AM. We will be discussing 
“Dakota” by Kathleen Norris. All are welcome to join us. We order the books online to keep the price                
reasonable. If you are interested in knowing what we are reading contact one of the book club members.  

WELCA  
What is WELCA? It’s an easy way to say Women of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.  

Our organization includes Lutheran women who gather in more than 4,500 locations in the U.S. and the  
Caribbean, for service, study, advocacy, fellowship, and more! WELCA embraces all kinds of ministries that 
support our mission of mobilizing women to act boldly on their faith in Jesus Christ. There is a place for you 
in Women of the ELCA.-WELCA Website. 

Central Lutheran has many events throughout the year, starting with an Epiphany Tea. 

Through the coming year there will be an interaction committee event, personal care kit collection. High 
School Sr Quilts are also handed out. We also host a church picnic, craft sale, and bake sale! 

The Annual WELCA Bake Sale and Lunch will be on Saturday, December 9, from 9-1. Please plan to attend 
and donate some of your specialties.  

WIN Chicken-Q at Central Lutheran– Sunday, November 5th 11:00 AM– 2:00 PM 

The Winona Immigration Network will host a Chicken-Q from Steak Shop Catering on Sunday, November 5, 
from 11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. The cost is $15.00 for half a chicken, potato salad, beans, a roll, dessert and  
water or coffee. Tickets will be pre sold by WIN members starting October 10th. A limited number will be 
available the day of the event. The chicken will be cooked on site. You may dine in or carry out. Proceeds will 
benefit the Winona Immigration Network, which is currently assisting Edelber from Colombia with seeking 
asylum. If you would like to help the day of the Chicken Que, or if you would like to provide a pan of bars for 
the dessert table, you may contact Judy Davis (507)313-2959, or Denise Bernatz (507)459-2969. 

 WIN and Edelber are grateful for the support of our congregation. Edleber has had an eventful year. 
He’s received his work permit, and works full time at Behrens! He now has his driver’s license and owns a 
car! He continues to attend English classes. His long term goal is to learn to drive semi-trucks. Please keep 
Edelber in your prayers as he continues the legal process necessary to be granted asylum. 

 As Edelber needs less and less support from WIN, our committee is considering a future sponsorship. 
If assisting a person, couple, or family, in learning how to accomplish daily tasks, and empowering them to 
move forward on their own, is something you would like to be a part of, please contact Judy Davis or Denise 
Bernatz. There are so many ways to be of help regardless of how much or how little time you have to offer. 
We have been meeting once a month at Central. Our next meeting is on Monday, October 9th, at 6:30. You 
are most welcome! 
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Community 

FEAST 
The FEAST season began its 2023-2024 season on Sept. 13, with a great end of summer meal of brats, 
beans, and potato salad. We are so glad to once again serve a meal to the Winona Community.  
 

The FEAST relies on many generous volunteers. We are in need of folks to make deliveries during some 
weeks of Oct and Nov. Making deliveries involves picking up meals in “to-go” containers and delivering them 
to a few households each week. If you are able to help with this vital service, contact Laurie Laib at 458.3194 
 

Menu for October: 
October 4: Cook- Jay Dureske: Chicken breast, veggie, baby red potato, caesar salad, and dessert by Cheri  
                  Weaver 
October 11: Cook-Social Concerns Committee: creamed turkey on biscuit, veggie or apple salad, and                   
                    dessert by the Central Choir 
October 18: Cook-Dave and Shari Hackbarth: Scalloped potatoes with ham, veggies, bread, and desserts by  
                    Hannah Circle 
October 15: Cook-Tami Lubinski: Beef stew, bread, pickles, and dessert by Maryann Severson, Cynthia  
                    Delano and Sally Bentson 
Please recognize and thank these many members of Central who are making the FEAST a reality! 

Central Lutheran 3rd annual rummage sale– Oct 6, 5-8pm, Oct 7, 9-12pm 
Here are the steps you can take to support the youth mission trip at Central Lutheran: 

1. Check your home for gently used fall and winter clothing (women’s, men’s, children’s), household goods, 
books, toys/games, sporting goods, pictures, tools. We will be pricing better quality clothing, collectibles,             
antiques separately. No furniture will be excepted this year. Other items not excepted are microwave       
ovens, contruction materials, used light fixtures, cribs, car seats, high chairs, hideabeds, mattresses,          
anything with a cord that does not work. 

2. Come and shop on October 6th from 5-8pm and October 7th from 9-12pm. This is a good way to          
purchase quality items for a good cause. 

Last year we made $2,500 for the youth ministry at Central and we had lots of fun working together to make it 
happen. This is an amazing opportunity to socialize and connect with other church and community members 
of all ages for an important trip. If you have questions contact Karen Jacobson at 715.470.1261. Sign up 
sheets will be available soon. 

Food Shelf 
During August you have donated 219 pounds of food and $154.00 in cash which converts to a total 526 
pounds of food. This brings our grand total to 4,817 pounds of food donated this year. Thank you to everyone 
who has participated in this very important mission, from all of the hungry people in the Winona area! 

 CLC Socials Upcoming Event– October 14th 
Please join us on Saturday, October 14th, for dinner and the play, Fiddler on the Roof, at the La Crosse 
Community Theater. The play is at 7:30pm and we will plan on meeting for dinner prior to the play. We will 
carpool from the church parking lot around 4:00pm. The cost for the play is $37/ticket and dinner is at your 
own expense. Purchase your tickets from Shayna in the church office before September 30th. There is a  

limited number of tickets.  

Join Sock-Tober 
Central Lutheran will be a collection site for the annual Sock-Tober donation drive to benefit the Winona  
Community Warming Center and the Winona Community Day Center. Sock-Tober is a nation-wide donation 
drive held throughout the month of October to collect new, warm socks and other hygiene items. A box,    
signage and flyers will be dropped off the first week of October and picked up in early November. All they ask 
is for us, the Central Lutheran community, to bring the socks and hygiene items. Remember– Socks in           
October! Let’s fill it to the top! 
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Council Report: August 8, 2023 
Church Council 

PAST PRESIDENT 

Jeremy Johnson 
 

PRESIDENT 

Steve Ringlien 
 

PRESIDENT ELECT 

Kati Stoltman 
 

TREASURER 

Mark Boysen 
 

SECRETARY  

Myrna Olson 
 

AT LARGE 

Scott Mlynczak 
 

AT-LARGE 

Tim Laib 

PRESENT:  Pastor Short, Steve Ringlien, Tim Laib, Jeremy Johnson, Myrna Olson, 

                   Mark Boysen, Kati Stoltman 

ABSENT:  Scott Mlynczak 

Steve called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. Steve opened with devotions. Myrna will have de-
votions in September. 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

Kati moved, Tim seconded, carried to approve the agenda. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Tim moved, Jeremy seconded, carried to approve the July 11, 2023, minutes. 

TREASURER’S REPORT 

Mark presented the following financial report: 

July 2023 Financial Report 

Operating Fund 

 

 

 

 

It was a good month where income almost matched expenses. 

Income minus expenses was -$766 

 

 

 

 

 

 

YTD we are doing better than budgeted but still overall spending was $11,377 more than  

income. 

Child Care Center 

 

 

 

 

Child care is still continuing to do well during the summer. YTD gain of $60,664 and fund balance 
of $140,135. 

OLD BUSINESS 

Transition/Call Committee 

Pastor Short updated the Council on the Call Committee process and that a name would need to 
be submitted to the Council for an Associate Pastor for approval. The Call Committee is now 
submitting Kristen M. Massa to the Council of approval. Jeremy moved to extend a call to Kristen 
M. Massa as Associate Pastor of our church. Kati seconded, carried with all voting aye. 

 

 

 
 

 

 Monthly Budget DiffÊvsÊBudget 

Income $44,526 $50,692 -$6,166 

Expenses $45,292 $52,959 -$7,667 

Gain/Loss -$766 -$2,267 $1,501 better than budgeted 

 YTD Budget DiffÊvsÊBudget 

Income $288,097 $309,412 -$21,315 

Expenses $299,474 $366,154 -$66,680 

Gain/Loss -$11,377 -$56,742 $45,365 better than budgeted 

 ChildÊCare 

Income $63,256 

Expenses $47,654 

Gain/Loss $15,602 
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Council Report (Continued) 
The Constitution requires a special congregational meeting be held to approve the call to Kris-
ten M. Massa, Kati moved, Tim seconded, carried to hold a special congregational meeting for 
the purpose of voting on the call at 11:00 a.m. on Sunday, August 11, 2023. 

Summer Worship 

Worship service on Sunday, August 27, will be at 9:30 a.m. in Windom Park. 

Family Night Events 

Family nights are being held instead of Vacation Bible School to include everyone. The next 
week ones are on July 19 at the Lions’ Pavillion and August 16 at church. 

NEW BUSINESS 

Organ Repairs 

Pastor Short has asked for renovation and restoration bid to be submitted by September. 

Investment Policy and Committee 

The Church’s investment policy is being reviewed. 

Feast and Lutheran Campus Center Dinners 

It was decided that the Council will prepare food for the Feast on November 15 and for the 
Lutheran Campus Center on October 15. 

 

STAFF REPORTS 

Staff reports were reviewed. 

· Working with the Call/Transition Committee 

· Confirmation classes will begin in September, leaders and guides are needed 

· Planning for next year’s youth trip has begun 

· Planning fall worship 

· Central hosted a concert by Tim Zimmerman and the King’s Brass on July 18 

· On August 10, Central will host two performances by Jon Hodkin aka “InnerTuba” 

· The Bach Society of MN is returning to Central for a concert performance on September 
23, 2023, at 7:00 p.m. 

· Rochester Choral Arts Ensemble will be performing at Central on October 29, 2023, in 
association with Great River Shakespeare. 

· In Preliminary plans for the Messiah Sing-In on December 2, 2023 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

Committee reports were reviewed. 

· Worship and Welcome working on fall worship volunteers and next social event 

· WSU move in days are August 16 and 17 

· Property Committee had pulleys fixed in sanctuary 

· Security and Safety making a plan for training 

Tim moved, Mark seconded, carried to approval the staff and committee reports. 

The next meeting will be September 12, 2023, at 6:30 p.m. 

Closed with the Lord’s Prayer. The meeting was adjourned at 7:50 p.m. 

 

Myrna Olson 

Secretary 

Church Council 
 

PAST PRESIDENT 

Jeremy Johnson 
 

PRESIDENT 

Steve Ringlien 
 

PRESIDENT ELECT 

Kati Stoltman 
 

TREASURER 

Mark Boysen 
 

SECRETARY  

Myrna Olson 
 

AT LARGE 

Scott Mlynczak 
 

AT-LARGE 

Tim Laib 
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FINANCIAL REPORT  
OPERATING FUND - August, 2023 
Total Income:             .    $54,480.50 
Total Expenses: $43,736.07 
Offering Goal : 

August        $31,406.11 

Thank you for your support of Central’s ministry. 
 

Gifts in memory or honor of someone  

 
MEMORIALS 
August 9, 2023 through September 19, 2023 
 

UNDESIGNATED 
 
Memory of Dennis Rasmussen 
Given by Judy Davis 

 
 

WIN 
Honor of Denise Bernatz Retirement 
Given by Judy Davis 
 
FEAST 
Honor of Pam Davick Retirement 
Given by Judy Davis  
 
Designated Gifts in August 
Building Maintenance Fund….…......$983.00 

WVS Food Shelf…………….…….…$169.00 

Youth…………………………...……..$470.00 

Quilters………………………..……...$150.00 

WIN………..……………..……….........$25.00 

Music & Arts…………………………..$185.00 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

DATE USHER 
8:30 

USHER 
10:30 

ALTAR 
GUILD 

8:30 

ALTAR 
GUILD 
10:30 

COMMUN-
ION ASSIS-

TANT 
8:30 

COMMUN-
ION ASSIS-

TANT 
10:30 

Sunday, 
9/10/23 
  

Tim Ambuhl 
Paul Berhow 
Brian Nisbit 
Chris Nisbit 

Brent Herber 
Kathy Benke 
Brian Neuberger 
Steve Hacken 

Janice Brown 
Judy Benson 
Bernita Salmon 

Denise Bernatz 
Greta Poser 
Sheri Maier 

Micheal Bauer 
Pat Brandt 

Mike Bernatz 
Gayle Garrity 

Sunday, 
9/17/23 

Mlynczak Family 
Jeremy Johnson 
Julia Johnson 

Dan Blasko 
Kathy Blasko 
John Larkie 
Don Peterson 

Nancy Hauschildt 
Sharon Neitzke 
Myrna Olson 

Donna Peterson 
Amy Halverson 
Karen Hemker 

Mark Jungerberg 
Dennis Van 
Drunen 

Mary Larkie 
Sally Benston 

Sunday, 
9/24/23 

John Brandt 
Pat Brandt 
Chris Nisbit 
Toni Nisbit 

Mike Bernatz 
Denise Pernatz 
Tim Laib 
Laurie Laib 

Carol Kramer 
Janice Brown 
Jenny Goede 

Marilee Fish 
Marie Holmquist 
Karen Jacobson 

Paul Birkeland 
Barb Birkeland 

Connie Larson 
Dan Motl 

Sunday, 
10/1/23 

Joe Palubicki 
Kathy Benke 
Brian Nisbit 
Angela Thomp-
son 

Jeremy Johnson 
Julia Johnson 
Gayle Garrity 
Tim Laib 

Carol Kramer 
Nancy Hauschildt 
Jana Brinkman 

Peggy Twait 
Laurie Laib 
Greta Poser 

Karen Hemker 
Pat Brandt 

Peggy Twait 
Mia Martin 

Sunday, 
10/8/23 
  

Tim Ambuhl 
Paul Berhow 
Mark Jungerberg 
Jenny Goede 

Gary Bratland 
Nancy Bratland 
Dan Blasko 
Kathy Blasko 

Janice Brown 
Judy Benson 
Bernita Salmon 

Karen Jacobson 
Amy Halverson 
Mia Martin 

Kathy Boone 
Dennis Van 
Drunen 

Mike Bernatz 
Denise Bernatz 

Sun., 10/15/23 
  
  

John Brandt 
Pat Brandt 
Brian Nisbit 
Joe Palubick 

Marilee Fish 
Don Peterson 
Gayle Garrity 
Steve Hacken 

Nancy Hauschildt 
Carol Kramer 
Sharon Neitzke 

Donna Peterson 
Sheri Maier 
Karen Hemker 

Michael Bauer 
Carol Kramer 

Sally Benston 
Mary Reeck 

Sun., 10/22/23 
  
  

Chris Nisbit 
Toni Nisbit 
Tim Ambuhl 
Paul Berhow 

Herber Family 
John Larkie 

Myrna Olson 
Carol Kramer 
Nancy Hauschildt 

Kathy Benke 
Gayle Garrity 
Marie Holmquist 

Mark Jungerberg 
Kathy Benke 

Mary Larkie 
Karen Jacobson 

Sun., 10/29/23 
  
  

Mlynczak Family 
Jeremy Johnson 
Julia Johnson 

Gary Bratland 
Nancy Bratland 
Dan Blasko 
Kathy Blasko 

Carol Kramer 
Bernita Salmon 
Jenny Goede 

Denise Bernatz 
Greta Poser 
Marilee Fish 

Paul Birkeland 
Barb Birkeland 

Tim Laib 
Laurie Laib 

Worship Schedule 
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What’s coming up? 
 

All of October– Sock-Tober 

Oct. 6 & 7– 3rd Annual Rummage Sale 

Oct. 8th– LCC Jazz & Desserts 

Oct. 14– CLC Socials Event  

Oct. 15– New Member Class 

Oct. 26– Night of Honor 

Oct. 29– Confirmation Sunday 

Nov. 5– WIN Chicken-Q 

259 W. Wabasha Winona, MN 55987   
www.centrallutheranchurch.org  

office@centrallutheranchurch.org 

507.452.5156 
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