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Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

Here in this time of continual change we often seek that which is sable, usual,  
comfortable, ordinary.   In general, I like changes, they force me to take stock of  
where I am and they force me to ask if what I was used to the best way to accomplish 
the task or to do the activity.  Many times I can say that I will revert to the old ways and 
to return to the normal because it seems to be the best way forward.  Then there are 
the times when a change will bring about a new way of looking at things, of doing 
things differently that is actually better or accomplishes the task in a way I would  
never have thought about. 

Change is often more difficult when it comes to activities or organizations like  
churches.  Our faith, the way in which we practice our faith, the practices of our 
churches are so mired in tradition that change is disrupting to the whole process.  
When changes like we have been forced to make come upon us, we feel lost and  
disconnected from our faith.  Yet our faith has not changed, our God and what we  
believe has not changed, just the way in which it is practiced has changed. 

I am thankful for the many ways you as members of Central have embrace some  
of the changes we have had to make over the last few months.  Moving to online  
worship, then to in-person in our parking lot to worshipping around Winona in the 
parks.   These changes have forced us to reconsider what is sacred to us in our life  
of faith.  It is being in the physical structure of the building?  It is being in community 
with other members?  Is it following the same rituals within the worship that we have 
known and feel comfortable with?   

With the arrival of the fall we once again long for the usual and a return to a ‘normal’ 
way of life.  Yet we know that is not what is taking place.  Masks are still mandatory, 
washing hands is still necessary, maintaining physical distance is  
required – all these things have not changed and have become even more necessary 
as we encounter more people from different parts of the country.  These new practices 
will continue within the church as we seek to return to a more known schedule and 
practice at Central. 

Confirmation classes will resume in-person but will have a virtual component included 
for those families not ready to resume in-person contact for health reasons. The  
beginning of Sunday School has been delayed until Oct 4th, as we prepare to educate 
our youth merging the old traditions with the new realities in life.  Even when we return 
to worship in the sanctuary, the old familiar feeling will be there but will include many  
of the new normal behaviors we have become accustomed to.  Aleah will be making 
the organ sing yet without the singing of the congregation.  The liturgy will remain  
but done in a new and different way.  We will return to the use of our screens and  
projectors to keep you informed and help lead you in worship.  The old traditions  
will come back in new and different ways. 

Two other changes which are coming have to do with staff changes.  As most all of 
you are aware, Pr Louise is retiring and leaving her position as Visitation  Pastor.   

A Message from our Directing Pastor 

Rev. Michael Short 
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We give thanks for her dedicated service to Central and to her calling to serve and 
proclaim Jesus in this place.  She and Jim are moving to Florida but hopefully we will 
see her again in the summer as they return north for a few weeks each year.   

The other change is Dennis VanDrunen has given notice that he will retire after more 
than 30 years at Central at the end of October.  In September we will be interviewing 
and looking for a replacement for him to care for the buildings and grounds of Central.  
Then in October we will find a way to celebrate his time of service with us.   

Yet be sure of this, as changes continue to come, as new practices replace old  
traditions, there is one thing that never changes.  Our God never changes. Jesus  
our Savior continues to be with us.  The Spirit of God continues to call us together 
and sends us out to proclaim the changeless love God has for all of us.   

Pr. Michael 

 

 

Preparing for Holy Communion at Home 

In September we will once again include the service of Holy Communion in our  
worship services, both in person and on line.  So if you are at home and plan on  
participating in sharing communion with us, here are a couple suggestions to prepare 
a place for this holy meal. 

Create a sacred space by laying out a napkin or placemat 

Place a candle in that space and light it as the worship service begins 

Prepare the meal by placing some bread and a small cup of wine on a place.   
You may use gluten free or a cracker in place of bread.  Also grape juice in place  
of the wine. 

Then as we share Holy Communion in worship, you may serve each other at home. 

If you have small children who do not yet participate in the meal, don’t forget to bless 
them at this time.  Maybe even invite them to bless each other or to bless you as well.  
A blessing might be as simple as ‘Jesus loves you’ or whatever words you might want 
to use.  
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A Message from our Music & Arts Director 

Aleah Harvey 

Throughout August, it has been so good to see you at the services in the parks, to 
see your comments and presence online, and to feel the community that is still so 
strong at Central Lutheran. It has been exciting to think about future plans like the 
upcoming 150th celebration (Sept. of 2021)! Looking at pictures, sharing stories of 
the past, and planning carefully for the future, I can see numerous examples of 
God’s faithfulness throughout the years at Central Lutheran. God has always 
walked with us and will continue to do so.  

Some things to look forward to in September…. 

Sept 6, 9:30 am We will return to sharing in communion during our virtual services.  
Remember to take a moment to prepare the elements before the services begin. 

Sept 6, 9:30 am Our outdoor service will be held at Knopp Valley Park (300 Knopp  
Valley Dr).  

Sept 13, 9:30 am The music ensemble, H3O will provide music during the outdoor  
service in the CLC parking lot. Plan to come a few minutes early and stay after to 
hear more of their beautiful music!  

Sept 20, 9:30 am will be the last scheduled outdoor service in the CLC parking lot. 
We have been blessed with beautiful Sunday morning weather nearly all summer! 
Fall weather will likely necessitate that we meet indoors following this service. 

Sept 23, 12:00 pm* A Service of Healing will be offered both in person and virtually. 
The Huff St. doors will be open for you to come and pray in the sanctuary. We will 
pray for physical and emotional healing, for healing for our nation, and the world. 
Contemplative music will be part of the service as well. 1 Peter 5:7-"Cast all your 
anxiety on him because he cares for you."  Please note that access will be  
restricted to the sanctuary only.  

Sept 27, 9:30 am Global Sunday. Kristin Engstrom will virtually share about her 
work in Senegal and will preach. Kristin serves as country coordinator for the YAGM 
(Young Adults in Global Mission) program in Senegal, West Africa. She is called to 
walk with ELCA young adults who live and serve in Senegal. We will also  
experience aspects of global music in our worship during the service. 

*Please note that we have discontinued the Wednesday services for September as 
we plan for the fall. Watch for announcements regarding services in October and 
please join us for the Service of Healing on Sept 23! 

Outdoor Worship Services  at Windom Park Volunteers welcoming new students  
to  Winona on August 20th 
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Happy Fall! During this time of uncertainty, as our fall activities begin to whir into  
action, let’s pause to give thanks to the Lord for our health and each other, for 
friends and neighbors, and for the patience and grace were are given by God. As 
school resumes, it’s going to be more important now than ever to follow our  
pandemic precautions: wear facial masks when you’re out and about, wash your 
hands frequently, stay six feet apart, and stay home when feeling sick. If infection 
rates go down, it allows schools to move towards reopening fully.  
 

In September, we will be starting to hold Jesus And Me (JAM) time at church; or, as 
some have it called, “JAM Sessions.” A survey was sent out to families in late  
August asking what we can do to support families during this time of hybrid  
learning. We are not able to provide a child care program for grades K-12 at this 
time (if you have a child aged 0-5, we encourage you to contact the CLC Child 
Care Center!), but, based on preliminary results, we will be offering times to work 
on homework and some enrichment activities (observing all of the appropriate  
precautions). If you have questions or interest, please contact me. 
 

Confirmation/Wednesday Night Workshop is almost ready to roll! We have a great 
group of students lined up, and we’re grateful for volunteers Kendra Swenson, 
Heather Loomis, Marcus Bunkowski, Chris Nisbit, Judy Davis, and our  
maintenance team for making this possible. If you have a 7th or 8th grader and you 
haven’t yet registered, please contact me. We are also looking for 1-2 more  
volunteers to serve as Confirmation guides (one opportunity is biweekly rotating 
guide). If you’ve got a passion for working with youth, and the willingness to work 
with four great kids in a social-distanced setting, please let me know. 
 

Our August events were a big success. Following the worship team’s lead, we went 
out to parks in Winona for several activities. We made tie-dyed t-shirts in Knopp 
Valley Park, sand art at LaCanne Park in Grandview, and delivered flamingo eggs 
in nests and paper bags to Sunday School families. We look forward to serving our 
community in this safe and unique ways as we move into September.  
 

As always, if you have program ideas or input, please do not hesitate to contact me 
at jbartholow@centrallutheranchurch.org or by calling (507) 452-5156. Thank you 
and may God bless and keep you this fall. 

 

 

Prayerfully, 
John Bartholow 

Director of Youth Ministries 

 

 

A Message from our Youth Director 

John Bartholow 

mailto:jbartholow@centrallutheranchurch.org
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Mission: Provide the building blocks of child care by creating learning  
opportunities infused with faith while supporting the whole family 

September 2020 

What’s Happening at our Child Care Center?   
Classrooms are preparing for the fall transitioning of  
students that are moving up to the next classroom.  New 
faces in the classroom makes learning fun and exciting. 
Some fall planning is “on the fence” at the time of writing 
this,  as the center is awaiting to hear how the Winona 
School District will be conducting school in the coming year.   
This affects our lead classroom teachers as they all have 
children in the public school system.  
The school age classroom children have started to bring 
their masks to get used to wearing them to keep themselves 
safe at school.   
Contribution to the Winona Community 

We have been able to add children during this time of  
uncertainty.  We are in the process of having 3 new families 
join us with older children along with 3 new babies that will 
be joining us as soon as they are ready.  

The Center’s Team 

The Center continues to operate at with strict guidelines  
adhered to by the State of MN, CDC and Winona Covid-19 
Response Team. 
The use of QA spray (Quantum Ammonium) to sanitize the 
tables has stepped up to help keep germs at bay in the  
Fellowship Hall on the play items that are most touched and 
the outside playground.  This is how the center is following 
the guidelines that the state has put into place to keep our 
child care center here at Central Lutheran Church open for 
the community.   
 

As the Winona community is opening up during this  
pandemic the staff here at the center are concerned for the 
families that come here and for themselves.  We strive as 
the CLC CCC staff to keep ourselves as safe as possible. 
The washing of our hands happens multiple times through-
out the day, staying close to home when not working and 
wearing our masks at our job and out in the public.  We  
wear our masks to keep the children, families and staff safe 
at CLC CCC. 
 

We thank you all for keeping the Center team and families in 

your prayers! 

 
 

 

 

 

  

  

  

  

   

 

 

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Questions, please contact us…       Phone: 507.452.5493                   Email: childcarcenter@centrallutheranchurch.org  

  Our New Normal 
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Quilters Update  
Due to Covid-19 virus and with flu season coming on, 
we do not feel it would be good to be coming into the 
church and using the room that the Childcare uses as 
a playroom. So at this time we are taking leave from 
working at Church till the end of the year. If anything 
happens that makes a change in what is going on here 
we will review the decision.  
 

Starting September 1, 2020 

We do have things that can be done for quilters that 
can be taken from the church and done at home.  
  

These are:  
1. Quilt squares that can be sewn together for tops. 
2.  Fillers that need to have an extra piece sewn on 

 to make them the right size for a quilt. 
3. If anyone would like to assemble and sew a quilt, 
 we could put together a kit with top, a back filler 
 and yarn. You would have to let us know if you 
 would need needle and pliers.  
 

The person to contact for information and to get items 
would be Grace Schueler at 452-2198. Thanks to all 
who have helped us do God’s mission to help others.   
 

- Donna Peterson, Nancy Schneider, Peggy Twait, and Grace Schueler  

The Feast is seeking 2 persons to sit on the Feast committee. We meet once 
monthly, and during the COVID-19 closures, we meet via Zoom on the second 
Wednesday of the month at 4:00. Please consider joining an active team of 
members and non-members committed to addressing food insecurity needs  
in our community.  
 

Please call Marie Holmquist at 454-6558 for more information. 

Feast Committee 

Food Donations Needed! 
No one should go hungry. Food 
banks can't do it alone and you 
can help! Central Lutheran Church 
is still accepting food donations, 
just ring the doorbell and a staff 
member will let you in so you can 
drop your donated food in the bin! 

Thank you for supporting this  
important mission!   

Sunday School 2020-2021  
We are excited to start Sunday School this 
fall! We have decided to push the start date 
out to Sunday, October 4th. Please stay 
tuned for more information. If you would like 
to be added to the Sunday School email 

list, please send an email to: sundayschool@centrallutheranchurch.org 

NOTICES 

Job Opening - Director of Building and Grounds   
With Dennis retiring at the end of October, we are looking for a  
new Director of Building and Grounds. If you know of someone who  
may be interested, have them contact Kelly or Pr. Michael for a job  
description and application. Our desire would be to have a new person 
hired in early October so they can learn from Dennis before he retires.   
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WELCA Board 

South Lawn of CLC - 2nd Monday of  
Each Month, 9:00 am - 10:00 am 

CLC’s WELCA Board meets regularly the  
second Monday of each month 9A-10A.  
The Board meets outside (socially distanced)  
on the south lawn of the Church.   
 

WELCA Annual Meeting 

JC Pavilion @ Lake Park - Saturday,  
October 3rd, 2020, 2:00 pm - 3:00 pm 

CLC’s WELCA regularly-scheduled Annual  

Meeting for November has been moved, for this year,  
to October 3, so that we can more comfortably  
& safely meet out-of-doors. We will observe social -
distance guidelines; no food is served; you are  
welcome to bring your own beverage, & lawn chair  
if you wish (though this is a large, sheltered pavilion 
with wide spread picnic tables). This meeting is  
important because it is when, according to our Bylaws, 
we vote to fill any officer vacancies for the next  
calendar year. This year it will involve voting for  
a President-Elect (to become WELCA President for 
2022). Please note that ALL women of our church are 
automatically members of WELCA. We have reserved 
the JC Pavilion at Lake Park for this event: Saturday, 
October 3,  2:00 pm -3:00 pm. Please save the date  
& plan to attend. 

NOTICES 
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H30 Jazz Trio Performing during Worship 

Central Lutheran Church Parking Lot   
September 13th at 9:30 am 

 

About the H3O Jazz Trio 

H3O Jazz Trio features a father and his two sons. They began playing  
together when the younger son, Max, was only 14 years old. Along with older 
brother Hans on drums and vibes and dad Eric on the piano the group was 
asked to play for a private pool party and haven’t stopped since! 

Eric Heukeshoven is an assistant professor of music and director of Jazz 
Studies at Saint Mary’s University of Minnesota. Hans Heukeshoven is a  
2014 graduate of Saint Mary’s with degrees in Music Performance and  
Computer Science and works as a software engineer. Max Heukeshoven  
is a 2019 graduate of Saint Mary’s with degree in Music Industry and plans  
to attend law school. 

H3O performs a wide variety of jazz styles including original music.  
They have worked as the rhythm section for numerous area professionals including Minnesota Music Hall  
of Fame’s Les Fields, The D’Sievers, and Dr. John Paulson. Recent appearances include Gray Duck Theater 
and Coffeehouse, Rochester City Jazz Fest, Castle Community, Midwest Music Fest, Great River Shakespeare 
Festival, HBC25’s Artwork Winona, Free Family Concert Series, Blooming Grounds Coffee House, Winona 
County Historical Society, Steele County Historical Society, Minnesota Marine Art Museum, Winghaven Pizza 
Farm, Salem Glen Winery, Grace Presbyterian Church, Faith Lutheran Church, and numerous private events. 
The Winona, MN trio hosts a monthly Jazz Jam at Island City Brewing Company usually on the third Sunday  
of every month from 2:30 to 5:30 pm. 

More information about the H3O Jazz Trio and current calendar can be found on their website – H3OJazz.com 

H3O Jazz Trio perform on a summer  

evening at Blooming Grounds Coffee House 
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Row 1: (l to r): Cal Brinkman,  
Austin Mlynczak, Eric Paulson, Aaron Witt,  
Alex Jorgenson 

 

Row 2: Caroline Dahlke, Colton Overton, 
Emma Zeller, Aaron Smith, McCarthy Leaf 
 

Row 3: Garit Wollan, Grant Wolner,  
Grant Buxengard, Jack Herczeg 

Row 4: Matt Stevens, Joella Goyette,  
Marcus Bunkowski, Mackenzie Reed,  
Ethan Prodzinski 
 

Row 5: Sam Wantock, Nick Brand,  
Mikaela Mohr, Ryan Brown, Ryan Henningson 

  

 

 

NOT PICTURED:  
Ethan Anderson,  Aaliyah Delmore,  
Andrew Dureske, Savanna Frie, Camery Holzer, 
Ben Johnson, Bailey Jonsgaard, Jaden Kramer,  
Alaina Lofgren, Evan Morescki, Anni Skillicorn, 
Roman Grulkowski,  Lydia Withrow. 
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PRESENT: Pastor Short, Scott Mlynczak, Chris Nisbit, Bill Davis, Marie 
Holmquist, Tammy Swenson Lepper, Paul Ness, Myrna Olson  

The meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m.  Marie opened with devotions. 
 

Bill moved, Paul seconded, carried to approve the agenda. 
 

Tammy moved, Bill seconded, carried to approve the June 16, 2020, minutes. 
 

 

TREASURER’S REPORT 

Paul gave the following Treasurer’s report:   
 

June offerings were $28,242 compared to a budget of $30,871 which is a negative 
variance of ($2,629) with a year to date negative variance of ($37,618).   
Investment gains and losses turned positive in May and June by $1,724 and $3,568  
respectively.  The four month start to the year was a loss of ($13,152) to a net loss 
year to date of ($7,859). 
 

June expenditures were $46,199 compared to a budget of $47,699 which is a  
positive $1,500. Year to date expenditures has a negative variance of ($16,636).   
Large expenditures during that time were for repairs of the elevator and water 
main.  The Child Care Center has incurred expenditures over revenue for the last  
six months of ($38,360) which is within the PPP loan forgiveness. 
 

Bill moved, Chris seconded, carried to approve the Treasurer’s Report. 
 

OLD BUSINESS 

House that God Built - The cost for the sound and video camera system in the 
sanctuary is $17,141.28.  To date, $13,850 has been received with $3,291.28 fund-
ing yet needed to complete the project.  

Organ Repairs – On hold.  
 

Update on parking lot lease – Pastor has met with Winona State University regard-
ing switching parking lots for WSU’s Gold Parking Lot.  Winona State is in agreement 
and we are waiting for a new lease to be signed.  
 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

Reopening to outside groups 

The Red Cross will be holding a blood drive in Grace Hall on Thursday, July 23.   
They will do all the sanitizing of the area. The City of Winona has requested the  
use of Grace Hall for primary election day use and their rules fulfill CLC’s policy.   
Following further discussion, it was decided not to allow use of the church by outside 
groups at this time.  Marie moved, Tammy seconded, carried to allow the primary 
election use in August. 
 

150th Anniversary Celebration Planning – Our church will be celebrating its 150th 
anniversary on September 26, 2021.  A committee has been formed to plan for the 
event.  The congregation will be contacted for additional ideas and suggestions. 
 

 

Council Report:  July 21, 2020 Church Council 

 

PAST PRESIDENT 

Bill Davis 
 

 
PRESIDENT 

Scott Mlynczak 

 
 

PRESIDENT ELECT 

Chris Nisbit 
 

 
TREASURER 

Paul Ness 
 

 
SECRETARY:  

Myrna Olson 
 

 
AT LARGE:  

Marie Holmquist 
 

 
AT-LARGE:  

Tammy  

Swenson-Lepper 
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Upcoming staffing changes –  

Pastor Louise will be retiring at the end of August.  Pastor Linda will help as needed. 
 

Dennis Van Drunen will be retiring October 31. An updated job description has been 
created to use in hiring a new person. Following discussion and review of the  
proposed job description, Paul moved, Bill seconded, carried to approve the job  
description with addendums. 
 

Stewardship planning – Discussion was held regarding stewardship planning.   
 

STAFF REPORTS 

 Staff reports were reviewed 

 Pastor Short reported there have been meetings regarding Sunday School and 
 no decisions have been made yet. 
 Kelly submitted a report covering the first four months into the COVID-19  
 Pandemic for the Child Care Center 
 The Center has hired a temporary part-time custodian who will clean the Center, 
 this is a temporary 90 day position that will be re-evaluated at that time. 
 Kelly reported that a new Central Parking Permit system has been created this 
 year.  A process has been developed to assist the team on the steps of parking 
 permits. 
 The Church continues to assess Central’s COVID-19 Preparedness Plan for  
 re-opening worship. 
 Aleah reported that she and Pastor Short have determined they will continue to 
 offer weekly outdoor Sunday morning services as well as a recorded online  
 service.  
 Confirmation students have been invited to serve as acolyte/ushers. 
 Aleah has secured shelter rentals and/or green space for all Sundays in August 
 to hold church outside.  This is an excellent opportunity for the church to  
 Be Central to Winona 

 John and Pastor will be meeting with high school students to see what programs 
 they’d be interested in and to continue building relationships. 
 No decisions have been made for Confirmation/Wednesday Night Workshop 
 yet. John is looking for volunteers to be Confirmation guides. 
 Planning for Confirmation Sunday in the fall. 
 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

The Feast  is supporting the Catholic Worker House in providing a hot meal daily to 
20 to 40 people that request it.  The Feast covers the fourth Tuesday of every month. 
 

Property Committee Winona Nursery will be replacing some of the plants that 
did not do well over the winter.  
 

Paul moved, Bill seconded, carried to approve the staff and committee reports. 
 

The next meeting will be August 18, 2020, at 6:30 pm 

 

Devotions for next meeting:  Myrna 

 

Closed with the Lord’s Prayer 
 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:25 P.M. 
 

Myrna Olson 

Secretary 
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OPERATING FUND - July 2020 

Total Income:   $32,803.00  
Total Expenses: $46,079.00  
Offering Goal  JULY:  $34,078.71  
Thank you for your support  of Central’s ministry. 

 

MORTGAGE  
Monthly payments for interest and  
principal July: $3,146.00 

 

Gifts for Building Fund July:  $1,338.00 

 

Gifts for additional mortgage -  

Principal reduction July: $400.00 

 

Mortgage principal balance on August 1:  
$245,070.02 

 

Gifts in memory or honor of someone  

MEMORIALS 

July 15, 2020 — August 18, 2020 

 

Undesignated 

In Memory of Joyce Locks 

Given by Linda Bouck  
Given by Marian Mason  
Given by Family of Joyce Locks 

 

In Memory of Dick Rasmussen 

Given by Diane Biesanz 

 

Youth  
In Memory of Tom Severson 

Given by Mary Severson 

 

“This is the House That God Built” 
Campaign 

Rich & Eugenia Moe, Gary Olson 

 

Technology 

Given by Jim & Louise Stromberg  
Given by Gary Olson  
 

 

In Honor of Louise Stromberg’s  
Retirement 

Given by Katherine Kulas 

 

In Honor of Jim & Louise 50th  
Wedding Anniversary 

Given by Geraldine Williams  
Given by Tom & Chris Wilmot 
Given by John & Pat Brandt 
Given by Arla & Lester Hjelmeland 

Given by Mike & Debbie Short  
Given by Brad & Kathy Benke 

 

In Honor of Blanche Wuerflein’s  
90th Birthday 

Given by Barb Knutsen 

Given by Bev Spande   
 

 

Designated Gifts in July 

Capital Campaign……………                

Lutheran Campus Center……...     

Missions………………………...               

ELCA World Hunger ………….          

WVS Food Shelf ………………     

Memorials ……….…………….. 
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FINANCIAL REPORT  

$1,235.00 

$20.00 

$287.00 

$100.00 

$199.00 

$80.00 
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“We are disciples of Jesus, living faithfully, welcoming all, worshiping in community, growing faith and serving compassionately.”  

Outdoor Worship Service 

Knopp Valley Park - 300 Knopp Valley Dr.  
Sunday, September 6th 

 

 

 

Service of Healing 

Central Lutheran Church  

Wednesday, September 23rd  

*Please note that access will be restricted to the sanctuary only.  


